By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Dressedinblack robes, 12 stu-
dentslistened to aguest speaker,
waiting patiently toreceivediplo-
masthey haveworkedfor thepast
12 yearsof their lives.

Jennings High School seniors
who graduated on Sunday in-
cluded Grant Bailey, Nathan
Becker, Andrew Coiner, Buddy
Graf, Matthew Heinrich, Sara
Kier, Brett McKenna, Adam
Miller, Katie Randolph, Zane
Smith, Adam WahImeier and
NicholasWahimeier.

KatieRandolph, classvaledic-
torian, started the speeches. She
said no one should judge a book
by itscover. Shetalked about the
fact that shelivesin atownwith
around three streets yet still had
fun growing up.

She said she hasbeen with the
class since the beginning. She
shared some memories, from
whenthey wereinkindergartento
the beginning of their four-year
high school quest.

MissRandolphsaidthey areno
longer the big kids. Soon, they’l
be little fish in a big pond. In
school, shesaid, shelearned how
to be ateam player and how to
havereal friendships.

After getting alot of advicein
thelast week to make her speech
short and not to cry, she said that
isexactly what shewanted to do,
and that’ swhat shedid.

Salutatorian Grant Bailey said
hehadlotsof memories, fromkin-
dergartenvisitationtograduation.
About 14 years ago, he said, a
small group of the graduates
started preschool, thenwentonto
kindergarten— severa boysand
onegirl. Hesaidinthirdgrade, an-
other girl joined the class. Over
the years, other students have
joined, but still thereareonly the
twogirls.

Therewereother studentswho
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cameintotheclass, hesaid, but they
didn’t last. Mr. Bailey said they
must be arough class, since the
other studentsdidn’t last.

Beforeleaving the stage, he said
alot of thank yous.

The guest speaker, Abner Will-
iams, said he was honored to bein
Jennings on such aspecial day. He
asked all the eighth grade graders
and graduates to stand. He then
asked all parents, guardians and
relativesto stand, then theteachers
and school board, and finally, the
clergy.

Toall of thosestandingwiththese
young people, said Mr. Williams,
no matter what their occupation, all
arehigh-impact educators. Eachone
hasmadeadifferenceinthelivesof
these young people. The graduates
wouldn’t be hereif it wasn’t for
them.

For thegraduates, hesaid, thedi-
ploma proves that they have high
intelligence, ambitionandcanlearn.

Mr.Williamssaid heservedinthe
Green Berets, the Army Special
Forces, and found that no country
canrattletheUnited States. TheU.S.
doesn’t put limitationsonpeople, he
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said, but allowsanyoneto do what-
ever they want and be what they
want to be.

It is not a disgrace to die with
dreamsunfulfilled, hesaid, butitis
a disgrace to die never having
dreamed.

Mr. Williamstold thestudentsto
remember aquoteby Eleanor Roos-
evelt, “No one can make you feel
inferior without your consent.”

Before leaving the stage, Mr.
Williamshad each student stand. In
preparation for the speech, he had

asked each of thegraduatesto say
something about their fellow
classmates. While each student
stood, thosecommentswereread
out loud, then each of thegradu-
atesreceivedtheir diplomaanda
black-tipped yellow rose.

Eighth graderswhohavecom-
pleted all the requirements and
will move onto the ninth grade
also were recognized. They in-
cluded Ashley Brown, Erika
Cano, Joseph Carter, Brittany
Ritter and Josh Stone.
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Norcatur manruns
for representative

Bob Strevey, a Norcatur area
farmer, hasfiledtorunagainforthe
Democraticnominationtothe120th
District legidative seat.

Mr. Strevey and his wife Kay
havethreemarried daughters. Heis
aveteran of theVietnam War, are-
tiredteacher and afarmer-stockman
south of Norcatur.

“1 appreciatethe difficultiesfac-
ing our legislators during these
times of economic hardship and
drought,” Mr. Strevey says. “When
financesaretight, wemust set care-
ful priorities.

“1 feel we should put programs
that carefor peoplesuchasschools,
nursing homes and care of the dis-
abledat thetopof our list. Programs
that are for capital improvements,
such as new buildings, roads, re-
search, shouldbedelayed until more
fundsareavailable.

“Borrowingtopay currentbillsis
poor policy. Weshould either raise
thetaxesor cuttheprograms, butit's
not right tomakeour grandchildren
pay for what we spend. It’ salsoun-
wiseto cut stateincometaxeswhen
the state is already short of funds.

Theresultisto forcelocal units of
government to increase both sal e
and property taxes.

“Increasesin salestaxes hurt our
local merchants and encourages
peopletobuy over thelnternet or out
of state. Increasesin property taxes
placeaheavy burdenontheelderly
and on farmers. Some state pro-
grams may need to wait for better
times.

“Qur country isfacing a crucial
national election. | want to encour-
ageeveryoneto register, to support
their candidates and to become in-
volvedinthedecision-making pro-
cess.

Y our votedoescount and keepin
mind our servicepeoplearemaking
great sacrifices so you can have
chanceto choose.”

Mr. Strevey ran for the seat twe
yearsago,losinginthegeneral elec-
tionto Rep. John Faber of Brewster.

Mr. Faber is running again this
year. HefacesoppositionintheRe-
publican primary from Doug Sebe-
lius, the Norton County attorney.
That race also is a rematch from
2002.

Accidentskill three
over theweekend

A former Oberlin man and a
McCook woman were killed in an
accident over theweekend north of
Herndon.

The Kansas Highway Patrol re-
portedthat NicholasHilton, 25, son
of Connie Brown of Oberlin, and
Lacey Brunswick, 18, and Tyson
Chavis, 23, both of McCook, were
in a 1991 Honda passenger car
northbound on K-117 about five
miles north of Herndon when the
driver lost control.

The car went into the east ditch,
rolled several timesand cameto a
stopinapasture.

Miss Brunswick was wearing a
seat belt on but both Mr. Hiltonand
Mr. Chavis were thrown from the
vehicle. Thepatrol wasn't surewho

wasdriving.

Theaccident wasdiscoveredat 7
am. Saturday morning.

BothMr. Hiltonand MissBruns-
wick werekilled. Mr. Chavis was
takentotheRawlinsCounty Hospi-
tal, thenflownto Denver.

Theaccidentisstill under inves-
tigation, apatrol spokesman said.

A separate accident near Cam-
bridge, Neb., early Sunday killed
JessieJ. Mowry, 20. sonof Rick and
Jan (Witt) Mowry of Wilsonville.
He was driving a pickup, when he
missed the turn at the Cambridge
Lake Road and U.S. 6. He went
through the intersection and hit an
embankment.

Mr. Mowry wastakentotheCam-
bridge Memoria Hospital.

FIND THE RIGHT HOME FOR YOU!

e

School in Oberlinwill closefor thesummer next Wednesday

Next Wednesday will bethe last
day of school in Oberlin.

Although the original schedule
said school would let out on Thurs-
day, that was changed at the begin-

ning of theyear aspart of cuttingfive
daysout of the schedule.
Studentswill bereleasedat 11:30
a.m. next Wednesday for summer
break. Teachers will have awork

RAWLINS COUNTY

HEALTH CENTER CLINIC

901 E. Hospital Drive  Atwood, Kansas
785-626-3241

Monday-Friday
Saturday

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon

Baskar Duval, M.D.  Terrell Hadley, M.D.
Jerry Molstad, P.A.C.

First & third Tuesday afternoons:
Nadja Vawrk-Button, P.A.C.

day on Thursday andgradesforboth  high school will be mailed to stu-

elementary and junior and senior

dentson Wednesday, June 2.

plus WICHITA LOCALS

DISH Satellite TV System &

sl FREE installation - o o3 mcor
: Decision Weather (call for details)
& 1-866-SKY-EYES
AMERICA'S TOP 60 Channels

DISH NETWORK

Home of the Lowest

All-Digital Price in America...Every Day!

Offar ands B304, Al prices, packages & programming subject to change without
nolice. Hardware & programming sold separately. Cal Decition Wealher for detalls.

HOUSE EXTRA ORDINAIRE! Thisclassictwo-story, 4 bedroom Bungalow is
ahome of elegance and comfort, a homethat combinesthe best of architecture
and design - a refined home that exudes both excitement and war mth. Homes
inspired by history excite people. We are proud to offer for sale thistimeless
1922 historical home occupied by the same family for three generations. Lov-
ingly maintained and well-preserved, the home showcases its original wood-
work and lofty ceilings. TheInterior isprofessionally and tastefully decor ated
and the exterior boasts permanent siding and a lush lawn with mature shade
trees sited on two generouslots. Call for an appointment today!

PRICE DRASTICALLY REDUCED TO $125,000.00! Nestled in the Sappa
Valley - country living at its best! Beautiful, well-maintained split-level, 4 bed-
room, 2 fireplaces, 2 new baths, new Chef’s delight kitchen with all new appli-
ances, closeto town with all theamenitiesof rural life. Includesbarn, Quonset,
dog kennel, windmill, pond, submersible well for underground sprinklers, in-
ground trampoline and playhouse. Don'’t passthisup!
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PRICE REDUCED FOR QUICK SALE! Prime property in a perfect neigh-
borhood! This1948, 1,344 sq. ft. brick homefeatures 3 bedroomson main level,
new family room, wood-burning fireplace in newly redecorated living room
plus finished lower level featuring bedroom, bath, laundry and large family
room with bar. The beautiful birch kitchen has dining area overlooking large
deck and private, fenced backyard. Check the price today!
Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!
Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn’s Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’'s Mobile 785-475-7156
Marcia Lohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521
Jackie Votapka— 785-475-3963 David Juenemann 785-687-4845
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc..

Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker - - & -

Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

Internet tonight!
475-2206!




