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L egidatureshould decide
how to solveschool 1Issues

TheKansasL egidaturesofar hasdonenoth-
ing to solve the “ school problem,” and that
may not be entirely abad thing.

The state’ s school s probably will get some
moremoney, but nothing likethebillion dol-
lars recommended in a consultants' report a
couple of years ago — and demanded by a
Topekajudge' srulinglast month.

For one thing, no one can really say how
much money Kansas schools need. They al-
ready take morethan half the state budget

The state Constitution saysthe Legislature
shall make* suitable” provisionfor theschool
budget. Half of everything might seem more
than suitableto some, but schoolsareimpor-

tant.

Still, averagetest scoresfor Kansasstudents
are high and they seem to do well in college

or trade schooal.

Kansas school s have better equipment and
facilities than many, and the money isthere

for basic education.
Thereareinequalities.

School swithshrinking enrollment—which
includesmost districtsin rural Kansas, espe-
cially thenorthwest— areinapinch, because
student count is the biggest component of a

district’ sbudget.

Many, like Oberlin, put off theday of reck-
oning, but with timestight and no extrastate

money, they are cutting back.

That hurts, but most K ansasbus nesseshave
been forced to do the same thing. So hasthe

state.

It’ seasy to say that people can afford atax
increase, but most voters seem to disagree.

Then there are the growing suburban dis-
tricts, placeslikeBlueValley, wherewrestling
matsretractintothewallsof new highschools.

sivetoteach.

Couirt.

These schools may not be exactly plush, but
theevidence—
ings — suggest they have more money than
they could get by with.

Still other districts are pushed by demands
for special education or English as a second
language. |mmigrants may bring growth and
new dollars, but their children can be expen-

andthecopiouscourseoffer-

Other districts, eyeing the share of the pie
goingtoneighbors, areunhappy withtheway  shedidit!
i’ sdivided. That wasthe genesisof thelaw-
suit now makingitsway tothe state Supreme

We hopethe high court throwsthe suit out.

Inour democratic system, it’ sthelLegislature

and not the courts that should decide how
much to spend on schools. Only our elected

representatives should decide what is * suit-

able.”

It' struethat the state needsto deal withthe

inequitiesinthesystem, but that’ sno easy task
andthereisnomoney tothrow at theproblem.

for one.

It' Il haveto be solved within the current bud-
get, or nearly so. Therewill benobillion-dol-
lar bonusfor public schools. Thereisnoneed

ButtheL egislaturedoesneedtoapply itself

to the task of making the school budget sys-
temalittlemoreequal, and it needsto do that

beforethe next session ends.

Inthemeantime, thecourtsought to back of f
andletthesystemfunction, evenif that means

littleor nochangeuntil thevotersdemand one.

out.

Inademocracy likeours, that’ stheway the
systemissupposedtowork. If theLegislature
doesn’t act, it smade adecision, and thelos-
ersshould not count onthecourtsto bail them

—SeveHaynes

Sumber mayoomesl ovvlytosnrre

Steveisanight person. | amaday
person.

| getup early. Hestaysup late.

Wemeetinthemiddle.

Themiddlesometimesgetsstret-
ched, however. Thismeanshe gets
up alot earlier than he wantsand |
stay up alot later than| plan.

Thismakesusbothalittlegrouc-
hy at times.

Lastweek, | figured | hadit made.
Stevewould beout of town. | could
go to bed early and live at my own
pace.

That wasbeforel found out about
prom.

Each year, the Oberlin Rotary
Club sponsorstheafter-promparty.
Itstartsat 12:30a.m. and endsabout
3:30am.| wassigneduptowork the
12:30-1:30 am. shift. So much for
early to bed.

| also needed to take picturesfor
the paper, sol got tothe party at 11
p.m. and started shooting pi cturesof
thekidsdancing and having agreat
time.

| then got pictures of the crown-
ing of the king and queen and a
bunch of shots of the after-prom
party, after the kids changed from
tuxedos and ball gownsto T-shirts
and cutoffs.

| gave up about 2:30 a.m. and
headed for the office. | had drunk a
coupleof cupsof diet Pepsi andwas
wired. | downloaded my pictures,
chosetheones| wanted and headed

Open Season
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home.

It was 3:30 am. and | was till
wideawake. A hot bath and agood
book got me to sleep as the clock
struck 4 am. | wasglad | had been
to church Saturday night. | defi-
nitely wasn’t planning to get up be-
forenoon on Sunday.

At 10 a.m., though, the phone
rang. My husband — ontheway to
New Y ork foramemorial service—
was lonely and wanted to talk. |
pointedout that | hadn’t had enough
sleepsincel hadbeenupuntil 4a.m.
Hegotupat6a.m..Hesaidhewould
call one of our children and wake
them up.

| couldn’t get back to sleep, so |
got up and fiddled around until it
was time to leave for Norton's
graduation.

After the graduation, | down- £

loaded pictures and headed for
homeandthecouch. | had no sooner
gottentos eepwhenthephonerang.

Y ep. It was Steve checking in.
That wastwicein oneday.

He' Il behometomorrow andhe' |l
want to sleep in after along week-
end ontheroad.

Of course, he may have arude
awakening every day for therest of
theweek.

From theBible)
\_ )

OpraisetheLord, all yena-
tions: praise him, all ye
people. For hismerciful kind-
nessisgreattowardus. andthe
truth of the Lord endureth for
ever. PraiseyetheLord. Ps.
117
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Graduatlon ISy iousbuaness

| amnow, officially, themother of
acertified, card-carrying, educated,
collegegraduate.

They takegraduation ceremonies
serioudly at theUniversity of Mary-
land University College. In early
March, my daughter, Halley, then
referred to as“ The Candidate,” re-
ceivedavery officia-looking docu-
ment regarding ticket information,
cap and gown size, lodging, lun-
cheon and new graduate informa-
tion.

On graduation day, candidates
MUST beinline, at theauditorium,
in alphabetical order, by 7:30 a.m.
or they would have to be seated in
therear of theauditorium. Andthey
meantit. Halley said several arrived
at 7:35andwerenot allowedtojoin
the procession.

Each candidate was allowed six
(6) ticketsfor the ceremonies. The
ticket MUST NOT be separated
fromthestub or theticket would be
renderedvoid. Parkingwasallowed
only in certain places. Guestswere
expected to stay for the entire cer-
emony, and sowerethecandidates.

Further study of the information
revealed that over 1,300 graduates
and 11,000 guestswere expected.

Severa long-time friends of my
daughter flew to Washington to
share the day with her and to cel-
ebrateher achievement. Amberisa
young woman | have known since
sheand Halley werein high school
together. Kristi isafriendHalley has
had for almost that long and
Rebekahisarelatively new friend.

That wholeconcept of friendship
isunique. Theseyoung women are
diverse. Oneisaprogrammer for a
huge software company, oneis a
personal fitness trainer, and the
otherisafinancial analystforalarge
hospital. They are from different
backgrounds, but with onethingin
common: they are loyal friends.

Out Back
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This week, they were there for
Halley. In two weeks, they are all
meeting again to help one of them
moveinto anew apartment.

The only way you get loyal
friendslikethatistobealoyal friend
yourself. So, asproud asl amof my
daughter for stickingwithitandfin-
ishing something she started, | am
justasproudof her for beingthekind
of woman she is and such a good
friend.

—ob—

Wecelebratedthat night by going
outtodinner atagreat Italianrestau-
ranton DuPont Circleintheheart of
Washington. It was loud and
crowded. The aromas in the air
made your mouth water. Waiters
never wrote down athing; they re-
membered your ordersand got them
all right. Themeal wasserved fam-
ily-style and Halley got carried
away, ordering at least two more
coursesthanweshouldhave. Butwe
brought the extra home, so we'll
enjoy Italian food for afew more
days.

Today isour tourist day. Halley
took the day off and weareheading
out to see Arlington National Cem-
etery and the new World War 11
Memorial. | want to go back to the
Vietnam Memorial and the
Roosevelt Memorial. If the Martin
Luther King Memorial is com-
pleted, | want to seethat, too.

Y esterday, Karahad atour of the
West Wing. Halley’sfriend Loais,
who has the security clearance to

takegueststhrough, camein on her
day off, toescort Karaand Rebekah.
(Refer to paragraph eight above).
Sheisthe samewoman who stayec
until 9 p.m. onaFriday nighttoes-
cort me. Wecan' t thank her enough
for her kindness.
—ob—

OnWednesday, | amflyingfrom
Washington to Seattle for a mini-
reunionwithmy sister, Kathryn, and
her daughters, Patriciaand Delight.
Kathrynisplanningaspaday for all
of usasaspecial treat. Thiswill be
something | have never done.

| amtold that if you are even the
dlightest bit claustrophobic, do not
do the herbal body wrap. | don’t
think I’ mclaustrophobic, but being
wrappedinscalding hot towel swith
abananaleaf over my face doesn't
sound like fun. I might pass on the
wrap, but I'm looking forward to
everything else. Pedicures are my
favorite.

—ob—

Jimishandling my extended va-
cation very well. Thiswhole thing
grew from afew days away into ¢
10-day excursion. And never once
did heever say hedidn’t want metc
go or ask why | thought | had to be
gonefor solong. Hewasnothing but
encouraging, knowing how impor-
tant it wasfor meto do both things.

This, of course, meansheisen-
titled to do the same. Hm-m-m-m,
did | hear something about an an-
tique engine and thresher show in
NovaScotia?

Clark ‘advocatesour postion’

Oneof my lessonslearned during
theyearsthat | havebeengrantedthe
privilegeto serveyouisthat inthe
last month of thelegidlativesession,
whatever | writeaboutinanews| et-
terwill bewrongbeforeyoureceive
theinformation.

| havedeterminedthat my timeis
best spent engaged in the negotia-
tion process, ever vigilant advocat-
ing and defending your position,
with other legislatorsand members
of thegovernor’ sstaff.

Sincenegotiationsin conference
committee are between six legisla-
tors (three members of the Senate
and three members of the House)
and the negotiations are going on
simultaneously in many commit-
tees, it isimportant to have devel-
opedtrust andrespectfromall mem-
bersof the Legislature. Y ou might
not agreewith another legislator on
aparticularissue, butyou havetobe
abletodisagreerespectfully without
being disagreeable. Most legisla-
tors have learned this virtue; some
haven'tandthey alwaysareatadis-
advantage.

Generally, the chairman, vice
chairman and ranking minority
member of a standing committee
represent their chamber inthenego-
tiations. Sincel amchairmanof the
Senate Utilities Committee, | was
one of the negotiatorson all utility
legislation. Also, because of my
involvement and frequent testi-
mony on Medicaid Reform, | was
oneof thenegotiatorsonthislegis-
lation thisyear, while last year my
roleexpandedtoincludeemergency
911 cell phoneservice.

| have learned to keep in contact
withthe Housememberswho serve
all or part of thesamedistrict | rep-
resent; Jim Morrison on Public
Health issues, Ralph Ostmeyer on
Local Government, Gary Hayzlett
and John Faber on Transportation,
Dan Johnson and Larry Powell on
Agriculture. Really, youneedtobe
on afirst name basis with all the
members, you haveto maketimeto

)

L etter

o
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listen to the issues that they really
care about, to offer suggestionsto
solve their problem that also helps
thecitizensthroughout thestate, or,
at aminimum, doesnot hurt us.

Integrity and credibility are es-
sential. One member from
Lawrence seeks my advice several
times a day, and while we seldom
agree on direction or when voting,
thereismutual respect. Frequently,
other legislators direct their con-
stituentsin my direction because of
my knowledge in a specific area,
becausemy filesof informationare
well organizedandeasily accessible
or becausel probably know moreof
theindividualsin the various state
agencies than just about any other
legislator.

Inthe Senate, | am theunofficia
parliamentarianand several timesa
day otherlegidatorscometomeanc
ask my adviceonhowtoaccomplish
one of their goals. Being available
for these little favorsis necessary,
particularly for arural legislator, to
be effective in working for you.
Sedgwi ck and Johnson countieswill
havenegotiatorsonmost of theleg-
islation, and only through being
available and working with others
ontheirissuescan| effectively rep-
resent you and your needs.

The legislature will adjourn for
theyear onMay 27. If you haveany
questions, | can bereached by call-
ing 785-672-4280, by e-mail at
sclark@ink.org, or by writingmeat
205U.S.83, Oakley, KS 67748

(

Write

)

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obheral d@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicis-
sue.
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