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Y ellow and blue banners hung
fromthegymwalls, proclaimingthe
glory of Herndon High.

The years Odyssey of the Mind
studentswonthechampionship, the
time Destination Imagination stu-
dents took second in the global fi-
nals, theyear the Odyssey teamtook
second, and last fall, when the six-
man football team went all theway
tothefinalsintheNebraskaleague.

ItwasninetimestheBeaverstook
thechampionshippositionin Odys-
sey of theMind, 1986, 1989, 1992,
1987, 1990, 1993, 1988, 1991 and
1994. In 1997 and 1998, the team
took second. In 2000, Destination
I magination studentstook secondin
theglobal finals. Itwasthisyear that
the six-man football team al most
won the Nebraskachampionship.

Nebraska, because Kansasdoes-
n't have six-man competition any-
more.

The Beaverswon'’t have another
chance to hang any more banners.
Thehigh school will closeitsdoors
on Thursday after 80 or moreyears
of service.

It has been the last year for alot
thingsin Herndon, and Sunday was
thelast graduation.

Elevenstudentswal kedacrossthe
stage, Kara Allen, Lance Basgall,
Alicia Bergling, Curtis Brown,
Tabetha Hoehner, Theodore
Juenemann, Caleb Kastens, Abra-
ham Marintzer, Tyler Mercer, Kati
Niemeth and Daniel Riener.

Beforetheschool year started, the
Herndon School District consoli-
datedwiththeAtwooddistrict. That
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etha Hoehner, Ted receivetheirdiplomas. Ted(below) hugged hismother, former

Jueneman and Caleb Kastens(above) wait for their friendsto - Superintendent Kim Juenemann, and handed her arose.

Students, town
say good-bye

meant many changes, including a
new superintendent.

Lee Tarrant said he asked the se-
niors what they wanted him to talk
about at the graduation ceremony.
He said the kids told anything he
wanted, aslong asit was short.

It has been agood year, said Dr.
Tarrant, who also served as princi-
pal for thefinal year, althoughit has
been tough knowing thiswould be
thelast year.

Inaclassrecently, hesaid, thestu-
dents were talking about what dif-
ferent animal groups were called.
They found that agroup of beavers
isacolony.

“Thanksfor |etting me be part of
thecolony,” said Dr. Tarrant.

For itslast graduation, Herndon
High singled out four “honor stu-
dentsinstead of theusual valedic-
torian and sal utatorian. Thefour all
had straight A’ sin high schoal.

Firsttospeak wasMr.Basgall.In
the beginning, he said, there were
six kidsin the class. In elementary
school, he said the teachers could
tell it was awild class. In fourth
grade, they all spent timein deten-
tiontogether.

Mr. Basgall talked about theyears
inbetweenandwhen other students
joined them. By the end, they were
11 strong. The students made it a
yeartoremember, hesaid. Thefoot-
ball team went to state for the first
timeinschool history.

MissNiemethsaidtheclasschose
their motto, “Wedaretodowhat we
dareto dream,” becauseit is about
aspirations.

“Weall havegoalsand dreamsto

accomplish,” shesaid.

Stepping out could bring failure,
butthat isOK becausefailureisjust
another step.

Shesaid they haveall gained op-
portunities by going to a small
school, and they got agood educa-
tion. Shesaidtheclasswantedtodo
their best, knowing thiswasiit for
their school.

Mr. Riener shared some memo-
riesabout the senior sneak to Colo-
rado. He said they went to Glen-
wood Springs, where they went
whitewater rafting, thegirlswentto
aday spaandtheclassswaminthe
hot springspool. Thestopped offin
Denver, where they rode go-carts,
went to the mall, ate at Joe's Crab
Shack, went to Elitch Gardensand
ateat CasaBonita.

Beforereceiving their diplomas,

Mr. Brown read each graduate’s |

name and their plansfor next year.
As each student walked off the
stage, they were handed arose to
givetotheir parents. They received
another flower when they got their
diplomas.

Thestudentsheldareceivingline
outsidetheschool wherefamily and
friends stopped to tell them how
proud they were of them.

Two eighth graders graduated
Sunday. TheywereDusti Kowal ski
and ZyleNelson.

While the grade school was sup-
posed to remain open another four
years, most of the students have
movedonanditappearstherewon'’t
be enough to have classes. The
school board has yet to make that
decision, however.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS congratulated the 11 graduates
. (Ieft) outside the Herndon School. Lance Basgall and Alicia
‘E Bergling (above) got ready to leavethe stage.



