L eader saebate
futureprospects
for healthcare

BY KIMBERLY BRANDT

A declinein nursing home popu-
lations prompted Decatur County
commissionersto call asummit on
health carelast Tuesday.

Sixteen people from various
agenciesin the county met and de-
cidedtoformacommitteetolook at
severd possihilities, including com-
bining some services and adding
SOMeE New ONes.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
thecounty wanted to havethemeet-
ing because the counts at both the
Good Samaritan Center andtheCe-
dar Living Center aredown.

Hospital Administrator Lynn
Doeden saidthenumbershavebeen
declining for some time. When
younger people leave the commu-
nity, she said, they are taking their
parentsandgrandparentswiththem.
She said we need to decideif both
homes can stay open.

She said the hospital’ s nursing
homeunit, Cedar Living Center, lost
$59,0001ast year but they hopecuts
made this year will cover some of
thelosses.

Pam Harmon, director of nursing
at the hospital, said they need to
know the average number of resi-
dents at both centers, how many
bedseachisregistered for and how
many bedsthey actually have.

The Good Samaritan Center has
had a tough couple of years finan-
cialy, said Director Janice Shobe.
With 50 residents, she said, things
are good, but when they drop to 40
it istough. The center has 42 resi-
dents now, but in 1983 the figure
was 78.

Since that time, said Mr. Unger,
someof thesurroundingtownshave
built centersand added beds. Atone
time, hesaid, athird of thepeoplein
the homes came from Nebraska.

Thelong-termplanfor thecounty
has to ook beyond the nursing
homesandincludethehospital, said
Mrs. Shobe.

Will thereevenbeahospital in 10
to 12 years? asked Mrs. Shobe. If
not, then will there be residentsfor
the homes?

The Good Samaritan building,
owned by the county, is 40 to 45
years old, she said. Cedar Living
Center is 20 to 30 years old. Both
will need repairs.

With the amount of money
neededtobringthe Good Samaritan
up to code, including putting in a
sprinkler system and the roof, the
county needs to know what direc-
tion things are going to go, said
Commissioner Doyle Brown.

The center is going to need
$100,000 to $300,000 of work, he
said. That doesn’t include the
plumbing or the ramp outside that
may haveto be changed because it
doesn’t comply with the American
DisabilitiesAct,saidLaVernBurtis,
center mai ntenance man.

Commissioner Brown said they
aretryingto get anideaof what the
community isgoingtodointhenext
fiveto 10years. Hesaiditishardto
predict thefuture.

Have the commissioners |ooked
at the economic impact on jobs if
everythingwasunder oneumbrella?
asked Gene Gallentine.

“Weall know that health careisa
major employer,” said Commis-

sioner Unger.

What isthe Good Samaritan So-
ciety, which leasesthe center from
the county and operatesit, looking
atinthefuture? asked Ms. Grafel.

Mrs. Shobe said she talked with
her boss, andasfar astherural places
go, the company will do only what
is best for acommunity. She said
Good Samaritanishereat theplea-
sureof the county.

Themanagement feeis4 1/2 per-
cent, she said, or $6,000 a month.
Salaries at Good Samaritan run
around$1millionayear, whilesala-
ries at the hospital run around $2.4
millionayear, including Cedar Liv-
ing Center.

Mrs. Harmon said if the school
system goes, then the hospital will
gowiththat.

Commissioner Brown said heis
concerned about the Jennings
school system, saying it looks like
they only haveafew yearsleft. The
same thing that happened to Hern-
don and Jennings could happen in
Oberlin. Inayear, he said, Oberlin
could beaClass 1A school.

If something does happen to the
school system, said Mrs. Doeden,
people are going to move so their
kidscan get abetter education.

Y es, said Commissioner Brown,
and no one could blame them for
doingthat. Thequestion, hesaid, is
thereanythingthepeoplecandofor
the county. People from outside
comeinanddo studies, butthey are
onlytellinguswhat hasal ready hap-
pened.

“l don’twanttosithereandlet it
happentous,” hesaid.

There are resourcesthat the cen-
tershave, said Mrs. Shobe. Bothfa-
cilities received money from the
Cochran Estate. The structures are
there, shesaid; maybethegapsneed
to be filled in. Maybe the county
health system needs to offer more
services.

What would it take for the com-
munity to become an attractive re-
tirement community? asked Pastor
Strecker-Baseler. Maybethey need
tobemarketingin bigger cities.

Mrs. Doeden said shecan seethe
county putting alot of money into
changethingsand add servicesand
wind upinthesamesituation. L ook
at Wheat Ridge Terrace, she said.
The 12-unit senior apartment com-
plex has never been full since it
opened.

Marketing has been done for
Wheat Ridge, she said, and it still
hasnever beenfull.

Manager Marcial ohoefener said
she hasn’t had anyone move out of
Wheat Ridge because they were
unhappy, only because they need
morecare.

The average age of entry is 89
yearsold. Shesaid peopleareliving
ontheir own longer.

Thisdecisionwouldbeeasy if one
of the nursing homeswasn’t doing
itsjob, said Mrs. Doeden, but both
arequality places.

The commissioners suggested
setting upacommitteetolook at the
idea of combining services, what
has to be done at both facilities to
bringuptocode, jobsandotherideas
thehealth careprofessionalswantto
look at. Thecommitteecanthenre-
port back withideas.

Man found with drugs

Hayspoliceofficerssaidthey re-
covered a stolen lycra bra, two
thongs, some plastic anchors and
two bottles of salsawhen they ar-
rested a Decatur County man in
April for shoplifting at Wal-Mart.

After asearch, they also charged
himwith suspi cion of possession of
methamphetamine and fel ony pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.

Mark Fraker, a 1974 Decatur
County High School graduate, was
arrested on Saturday, April 10, in
Hays. He posted bond on Monday,
April 12.

The police report lists five of -
fenses: possession of drugs, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, theft,
battery against a Wal-Mart em-
ployeeandobstructinglegal process
or official duty.

Sgt. Blaine Dryden of the Hays
Police said the report in the caseis

under review by thecounty attorney.
Hesaid hewasnot allowed to com-
ment on the case.

Assistant County Attorney Dave
Basgall said the case wasunder re-
view and no chargeshavebeenfiled
yet.

Asked if there were other names
associated with the case, Mr. Bas-
gall said he couldn’t comment on
them. He said it might be two or
three weeks before any announce-
ment ismadein the case.

Itemsseized in the caseincluded
aRuger P89 9mmhandgun, .130of a
gram of asubstance police believe
is methamphetamine, a meth pipe,
meth smoking pipe, asnort tubeand
asmall butanetorch.

The report indicated that copies
had been sent to theKansasBureau
of Investigation and the county at-
torney.
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Scientists report that elevated manganese exposure from
welding rod fumes has been associated with Parkinsonism (like
Parkinson’s disease) and manganism. Symptoms include
distorted facial expression,
difficulty walking, joint pain,
slurred/slow speech, stiffness in
muscles and tremors. If you have experienced any of these
problems, call us today toll free at 1-800-THE-EAGLE for a free
consultation to evaluate your potential claim. we practice law
only in Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.
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Giving blood

Tuesday.

GIVING A PI NT Decatur Community High junior Bethany Wei shapl was one of sev-
eral dozen people asked to give at ablood drive held at the Decatur County Hospital on

— Herald photo by Gary Shike

Graduatesrecelvescholarshlp

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Twonew Oberlingraduateshave
been added to the Col. Delbert
Townsend scholarship program.

Kelsey Dorshorst and Allie
Moorehavebeenselectedtoreceive
the scholarship, which paysfor ev-
erything for four years at Kansas
State University and provideseach
student with acomputer.

Miss Dorshorst said she plansto
major in sociology or psychology,
and may end up with adouble ma-
jor.

MissM ooresaid sheplanstoma-
jorinbiology inthe pre-health pro-
fessions and would like to become
apediatrician.

Col. Townsend, a1938 graduate
of Decatur Community High
Schooal, started the program in Ne-
braskawith studentsin Red Willow
County going to the University of
NebraskainLincoln.

He expanded the program here
with K-State. Col. Townsend said
the pipeline is now full, meaning
thattherearestudentsinevery level
fromfreshmentoseniorsat theuni-
versity with the help of this schol-
arship.

Hewasborn onafarm near Dan-
bury to hard working parents.

“ Asaproduct of thegreat depres-
sion,” hesaid, “ | thoroughly under-
stand the meaning of hard times.

In those days, he said, money
wasn't an obstacle. Hesaid heonly
needed a quarter every oncein a
while for a haircut, five cents of
whichwasreturnedtohimtobuy an
icecream cone.

Col. Townsend said at the dinner
a TheGateway |ast Wednesday that
hewassurethegirlshad heard many
stories about the Texas oil tycoon

K.Dorshorst A.Moore

Paul Getty. Theman, worthbillions,
diedin 1976 at theage of 83.

At the height of hissuccess, said
Col. Townsend, people asked Mr.
Getty for advice.

He told them get up early, work
hardand strikeoil. Hesaid hecould
givethegirlsthesameadviceexcept
replacetheoil partwith, “get agood
education.”

In the last few years, the U.S.
economy hasbeeninanear freefall,
he said, and his scholarship fund
depends on investments. It has not
been immuneto the downturn, and
he has no control over the amount
disbursed.

Joe Montgomery with K-State;
Candy Dejmal, a high school teac-
her who served on the selection
committee; and Krickit Steinmetz
received honorary Townsend scho-
lar plagues.

Mr. Montgomery, said Col.
Townsend, hasworked on the pro-
gramfor theK SU Foundationsince
thebeginning. Hehel ped with pub-
lication of the Townsend scholar-
ship booklet and has hel ped publi-
cizethescholarship over theyears.

Mrs. Dgimal received an honor-
ary awardfor thework shehasdone
ontheRed Devil websiteannounce-
ment of the award. Miss Steinmetz
was honored for putting the web

Stear man Fly-in next month

The 22nd Annual Stearman Fly-
Inwill beheld on Saturday and Sun-
day, Junel12and 13, attheCheyenne
County Airport.

Activitieswill beheldthroughout
theday on Saturday and on Sunday

morning. Breakfast and lunch will
be served on thefield. Thereisno
admission charge; all airplanesare
welcome.

For details, call (785) 332-2251 or
gotowww.StearmanFlyln.org.
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Sunday, June 6, 2004

Selden, Kansas

Registration: 9 - 11 a.m.
(North End of Main Street)
Parade 3:30 P.M.
Plaques Awarded to Top Exhibitors (10 Tractor/10 Car/3 Small Engine)

Come join the family fun and view antique and classic tractors, cars, small engines, and more!

Food and Drinks
Served all day!

Main Street

Lo

Events Include: Raffle (Pedal Tractor)

=10 a.m. Horseshoe Pitching Competition=

«10:30, 12, 2 Antique Baler Demonstratione
«11:30 Basketball Free Throw Contest (Grades 3-5 & 6-8)«
1 p.m. Kiddie Tractor Pull = 2:30 p.m. Barrel Roll Competition

= Live Entertainment < Craft Show All Day =

= Miniature Baler Demonstration All Day=

=Barrel and Wagon Train Rides =

SPONSORED BY AMERICAN LEGION POST #321
For more information, call
785-386-4481, 785-386-4331, or 785-386-4536

Bring your own lawn chairs

page together while she was a stu-
dent at the high schooal.

Beforeclosing, someof theaudi-
ence had the chance to talk about
what Col. Townsend has done for
thearea

School Superintendent Kelly
Glodt said it is unbelievable the
thingsCol. Townsend hasdone, not
onlyfortherecipients, butforal the
students. The program helps moti-
vate dl the studentsin the district,
hesaid.

Besidesall of thegreat thingsCol.
Townsend does for the kids, said
High School Principal Charles
Haag, istherespect hestandsfor and
the respect and pride he shows for
thecountry.

Former Principal Buzz Matson
said he appreciates the colonel’s
lifestyle and what he has done. He
toldthereci pientsthat they not only
needto stay intouch withtheir par-
ents while they are in school, but
with Col. Townsend.

Therewere great candidatesthis
year for the scholarship, said Mr.
Matson.

“Col. Townsend, you will be
proud of thetwo selected,” hesaid.

Col. Townsendisauniquedonor,
said Mr. Montgomery. He said he
publicizes hundreds of gifts and
scholarshipsfor the university, but
thisoneisdifferent. It connectsthe
university with an single commu-
nity.

The students get more than ato-
ken scholarship, he said, and Cal.
Townsend is supporting genera-
tionsof students.

Howard Kool Honda

has moved back to 210 West 3rd to
better serve our Loyal Customers

NEW SPECIALS

Group
guestions
Saffer

Moran aidehere
totalk with people

A group of peopleinterested in
health care met with one of Con-
gressman Jerry Moran’ sstaff mem:-
berslast Tuesday at the courthouse
totalk about insurance costs.

Daron Jamison, constituent ser-
vices representative for the con-
gressman from Hays, met with twae
people who came to see him, then
was asked to join agroup of health
care professionals and others in-
volved in health care who were al-
ready meeting.

He said staff members travel
aroundthelst Districtandtalk with
peopleto get afeel for what ishap-
pening andwhat peoplearethinking
about. Thevisitsa sogivethosewhc
are having problems with govern-
ment agenciesachanceto get some
answers.

Hospital Administrator Lynn
Doedensaidthat herethegroupwas
interested in health care. Mr. Jam-
ison said Congressman Moran has
more hospitalsin his district than
any other member of congress, anc
hehasvisited most of them. Hesaid
they are working on increasing
M edicare reimbursement, getting
Medicareand Medicaidadministra-
tors out to this area and a bill that
wouldallow small businessestojoin
together to get health insurance.

Thereareal ot of peoplewhocan't
pay their medical bills, hesaid, be-
causethey don’t haveinsurance.

Elsie Wolters said she has hearc
alot of young people don't have
healthinsurancebecausethey can’t
affordit.

There are alot of people who
don’'t have anything, whether it i<
insurance or Medicaid, said Mr.
Jamison. They aredlippingthrough
the cracks. He heard a news report
that the cost of malpractice insur-
ance for doctors and hospitals i<
throughtheroof. It soundslikesome
doctors may quit because of it, he
said,.

In Kansas, said Mr. Jamison,
therearestatelawsthat hel p protect
doctors and bring insurance costs
down. The Medical Liahility Re-
form Bill just passed the House. If
it passesthe Senate, hesaid, it could
beastepintheright direction.

Gene Gallentine said he didn’t
have a question but wanted Mr.
Jamison and Congressman Moran
tokeepinmindthat thedrought here
isreally starting to hurt everyone,
including Main Street businesses.

It seems for the last four to five
years, thedrought has put peoplein
acrunchin Northwest Kansas, saic
Mr. Jamison, butif it doesn’t change
they won't be hereat all next year.

We want your news!
Call 475-2206

2003
Civic Si
Was $19,460
Now $17,321

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

2004
Odyssey EXL

Was $28,980
Now $26,322

2001 Pontiac
Grand Prix

Dr., GTP, V6, Loaded!

Was $16,900
Now $14,900

2000 Chrysler
Sebring
2 Dr., LX

Was $11,900
Now $9,900

Home of the Express Oil Change
$19.99 + Tax + Haz Materials

Toll Free 877-584-6632

210 West 3rd  McCook  308-345-3600




