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Classof 2004 graduateswith honor s

The list of accomplishments of
the Decatur Community High
School class of 2004 could go on
forever.

The44 studentsseemto have ex-
celled in everything from academ-
ics to sports. They have received
awardsand honorsin all areas.

Principal Charles Haag talked
about afew of the class achieve-
ments at graduation ceremonies
Sunday afternooninthehighschool
gym. He said he couldn’t mention
them all, and probably wouldn’t
mention everythingthestudentsre-
membered.

Each student, hesaid, hasheena
vital part of the class, aclasswhich
hastruly left their mark at the high
school.

Oneway theclassset themselves
apart from others, he said, is that
there were four co-valedictorians
thisyear, Kelsey Dorshorst, Allie
Moore, Amber Reynolds and
SerenaHeikes.

The salutatorian was Rebekah
Hasty, though she didn’t have a
speech because of the number of
valedictorians.

Miss Dorshorst started the
speeches with a poem. She said it
hadn’ t beenan easy journey, butthe
classhad beat every obstacle.

Whenthestudentsstarted school,

she said, recess was their favorite
class. Injunior high, they weregig-
gly girlsand scrawny boys. In high
school, the students showed the
townthey weren’tanordinary class.

Miss Dorshorst said her class-
mates did well and worked hard in
everything from sportsto music to
forensicsto academics. Their test
scoreswere through the roof.

Friends made back in grade
school, saidMissDorshorst, sit next
to ustoday. She said they had been
together through good and bad.

Miss Moore read a story about
kitesand how the kitesweretrying
to get off the string to soar.

The Lord gives everyone adver-
sary andrestrictions, shesaid. Some
peopletug at the rules so hard they
never get their string of f theground,
just like a kite that escapes and
crashes

“Let usrise high enough,” said
MissMoore.

Miss Reynolds thanked each of
her family membersand her Savior
Jesus, whomshesaid hasbeenaref-
uge and afriend. She said He has
beenwith her every step of theway.

Shesaid shewanted totalk about
character, which she related to a
dog. A dog isawayswilling to go
forajoyride, runstothedoortogreet
people, practices obedience, takes

naps, runs, walksandplaysdaily, is
loyal and avoids biting when a
simplegrowl! isenough.

Ittakesagood character tostay on
thetop, shesaid.

Miss Reynolds asked her fellow
classmatestolet their uniquequali-
ties shinethrough.

She challenged each oneto cel-
ebratethemselves. L et thosepowers
inyouriseup and usethemto make
adifference.

“Dream amazing dreams,” said
MissReynolds, “andturntheminto
reality. You are amiracle and you
can make miracles happen.”

The final speaker was Miss
Heikes. Theclass, shesaid, hasthe
distinct opportunity to achieve
greatness. She said she encourages
each oneto never passup an oppor-
tunity inlife. She said to her class-
matesthat they shouldtakethetime
tothank thepeoplewhohavehel ped
them get to thislevel.

“Have faith in yourself,” said
MissHeikes.

Beforeclosing, sheinvited her co-
valedictorians up to the podium.
Miss Reynolds asked everyone to
bow their heads and she prayed.

During the ceremony the choir
sang ‘| Just Wantto Thank Y ou,” a
trumpettrioplayed“ Gallant Briga-
diers’ and the DCHS Singers sang

Miss Dorshorst was one of four co-valedictorians.

“TheRiver.”
Before closing, the DCHS Sing-

ers sang “ The Star Spangled Ban-
ner” for al veterans and men and

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

An 18-year-old prisoner
dropped out of the Decatur
County Jail onthefourth floor of
the courthouse in Oberlin early
Tuesday, cutting out a
security screen, kicking
out a window and
climbingdownstripsof
sheetstied together.

Though hewent to a
lot of trouble, it wasfor
naught. The Norcatur-
area youth cut himself
while fleeing, friends
turned him in when he
calledaskingfor aride,
and by midday, he was back in
jail, awaitingatriptothepeniten-
tiary—andpossibly facingafew
morefelony charges.

Itwasaclassicescape, withthe
prisoner scaling the courthouse
walls on arope made of knotted
sheets, but then his plans started
to go awry. He wound up in
Colby, staying just one jump
ahead of a posse of city and
county copswho finally tracked
himdownnear themiddleschool.

Studentshad beenlockeddown
becausepolicefearedtheescapee
might be armed, but no one was
hurt.

Sheriff KenBadsky said Dustin
Dean Rhodig, also known as
DustinCole, wasbeingheldinthe
fourth-floor jail after pleading
guilty to two counts of felony
theft. He was awaiting sentenc-
ing.

Mr. Rhodig pleaded guilty to
stealing a car and breaking into
PizzaHut in Oberlinat theend of
November. He allegedly stole a
car in Norton and then ditched it
inOberlin. Hebrokeintotheres-

D. Rhodig

Prisoner escapes
fourth-floor jal

withknotted sheet

taurant, then stole avan in Oberlin
and ditched it in Norton . He had
been charged and sentenced to
prisoninthe Norton County case.

Hissentencingin Decatur County
was set for Tuesday, said
Court Clerk Janet Meitl.
The attorneys have asked
for a continuance until
Tuesday, June 15, al-
though Judge Bill Elliott
had not signed the paper-
work asof Monday.

Sheriff Badsky said
Rhodig apparently es-
caped sometimebetween2
and4am.

Night Dispatcher Bev Reiter
checked about 2 a.m., the sheriff
said, and hewasin hiscell. Sheriff
Badsky saiditistheonly cell inthe
jail that doesn’t haveacamerainit,
but that will change.

He said Rhodig detached apiece
of metal fromtheinsideof thewin-
dowandusedittocut outal2-inch-
by-12-inch square in the security
screen. Rhodig then apparently
kicked out the upper panel of the
window with hisfeet, leaving some
jagged edges.

The prisoner, said Sheriff
Badsky, ripped histwo sheetsinto
stripsand tied about nineto 10 sec-
tionstogether. Hetiedoneendtohis
bunk, which is bolted to the floor.
The other end he tossed out of the
window.

Around 4 am., the sheriff said,
Ms. Reiter got acall fromawoman
in Nebraskathat Rhodig had called
her from inside the Decatur Com-
munity High School and saidhewas
out of jail.

Sheriff Badsky said Rhodig was
looking for aride.

Officers from both the Oberlin

Down the rope

STRIPSOF SHEET Sknotted together hung o
onthefourthfloor of thecourthousel ast Tuesday morning. Thesheetswereused asanescape
rope by an 18-year-old prisoner who wasbeing held for sentencing. Bob Berls, custodian,

cleaned up the glass off the front walk way.

Police and the sheriff’ sdepartment
werecalled out and sent to the high
school. Sheriff Badsky said adoor
at the school apparently had not

been closed. Rhodig entered the
school andfoundtheteachers’ work
room unlocked. Using a phone
there, the young man made several

ut of awindow inthe Decatur County jail

— Photo by Gary Shike

calls.
Sheriff’s officers checked the
inside of the school while city
(SeeMAN on Page 10A)

Council looksat low-interest |oan for sewer project

TheOberlin City Council agreed
to hold a special meeting at 6:30
p.m. Tuesday to continue adiscus-
sion on locking in low-interest fi-
nancing from the state Revolving
Loan Fund for rebuilding the sew-
agetreatment plant.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said at ameeting on Thursday that

thecity hasbeenapprovedtoborrow
from the fund. He talked with an
employee withtheagency andthey
said theinterest ratewill go up next
month. The rateis currently 2.77
percent and isexpected tojumpto
about 3 percent.

Thecity couldlockintotakingthe
money andthenwait to decidelater

if they really wanttodothat or doa
loanthroughtheU.S. Department of
Agriculture. Mr. Shikesaid thecity
would lock in the interest rate, al-
though they wouldn't start paying
interest until the city actually gets
themoney.

Ontheamount of money thecity
istalking about borrowing, around

$3million, it would beniceto have
thelower interest rate, he said.

Thaniel Monaco, engineer with
Miller and Associates, said to get
locked in, the city attorney would
needtoreview thepaperwork andan
ordinance would need to be ap-
proved.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said

hethinksthecity shouldjumpat the
lower interest rate.

If the council didn’t approvethe
ordinance Thursday, said Mayor
Ken Shobe, then there would need
to be a special meeting before the
end of themonth. Thecouncil could
atleastlook atthelower rate, hesaid,

(SeeCITY on Page10A)

BEFORE GRADUATION, Teacher Leigh Davishelped Kel ororst with her gown.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

women serving inthearmed forces
today.

Cold
kills
wheat

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The cold snap on May 14, when
themercury plungedto 28 or 29 de-
grees across Decatur County, may
havedestroyed what was| eft of this
year' swheat crop.

Coldkillsthehead of wheat, said
Brian Olson, regional extension
agronomist with Kansas State Uni-
versity.

Last Wednesday and Thursday,
hesaid, around 425 peoplefromthe
U.S. Farm Service Agency, crop
insurance companies and othersin
the business met to evaluate wheat
inthearea.

There were mesetings in Norton,
Quinter, Oakley, Goodland,
Atwood and Hoxie. At both the
Hoxieand Atwood meetings, there
werefarmersfrom Decatur County,
said Mr. Olson.

In the two-day period, 2,400
farmerstalked with the group, saic
Mr. Olson. The worst wheat was
broughtinat the Atwood and Hoxie
locations.

Somefarmerswill havefieldsthat
escaped injury because the wheat
flower wasn't out, he said, but oth-
erswill suffer significant damage.

Farmers need to check their
fields, said Mr. Olson. In some
cases, there may be nothing in one

(See FARMERS 0on Page 10A)

L egion
tohold
cgreamony

Red, white and blue will wave
throughout the Oberlin Cemetery
Monday with the 380 plus Ameri-
can flagsin the Avenue of Flag for
theannual Memorial Day services.

Inthe past, the American Legion
has planned aguest speaker for the
services, but this year they are go-
ing to honor World War |1 veterans
fromthearea.

L egionmembershaveasked that
all World War Il veterans come tc
theservice. Part of theprogramwill
includehavingthoseveteranscome
forward to beidentified.

Post Commander Walter Pennell
said there will be anational recog-
nition of theveteransinWashington
on Saturday with the unveiling of
the national monument in honor of
“The Greatest Generation.”

The service will start at 10 am.

Monday at the cemetery.
(e ARFA on Pane 10A )



10A THEOBERLINHERALD Wednesday, May 26, 2004

*Man
flees
jail
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(Continued from Page 1A)
officerswatched thedoorsoutside.
Sheriff Badsky said he thought the
officershadjust missedtheescapee.

He said they checked with the
phone company and found out
where Rhodig had called. Some
callswere placed to Colby, and the
police department there was noti-
fied.

Later, George Ruzicka s Toyota
pick-up turned up missing from his
home2 1/2 mileseast of Oberlinand
amile south.

Around 5 am. Jody Shike and
Carol Morfordwereout foramorn-
ing walk and saw the sheets hang-
ing out of the courthouse window.
Mrs. Shikewent homeandwokeup
her husband, City Administrator
Gary Shike. Hesaid shetold himto
get a picture of the rope, which he
did.

Mr. Shikesaiditisn’t something
hegetstoseeevery day, “ agood old-
fashioned jail break, or at least the
evidence of a good ol d-fashioned
jail break.”

A little before 6 a.m., County
Clerk Marilyn Horn showed up at
the courthouse. She said custodian
Bob Berlsbeat her there that morn-
ing, and as he was driving in front
of thecourthouse, hesaw the sheets
hanging out of the window.

Mrs. Horn said shewalkedinthe
back door and saw that thefront door
wasbarred shut. Mr. Berlshad done
that so peoplewouldn’t bewalking
through the glass on the grounds.

Asthe two stood in front of the
courthouse, she said, people drove
by and stopped to laugh.

Mr. Berlscleaned up themessin
front of the courthouse and some
glass on the window sill of the
treasurer’ soffice.

About 6:30 a.m., Colby Police
Officer KevinDierksfoundthesto-
len pickup abandoned on the east
sideof town. Dierkstold other offic-
ersthat an open box of ammunition
wasfound in the pickup.

Soon &fter that, officersfrom the
Colby Police and Thomas County
sheriff’ sofficewentto 170 Thomp-
son Ave., based on the telephone
calls. They searched the home and
spokewithawoman, whotoldthem
she took Rhodig to 620 N. Grant
Ave.

“Since officers got no response
fromthe Grant Avenueresidence,”
said Gary Shull, policeinvestigator,
“an emergency search warrant was
obtained so that officers could
search theresidence.”

While conducting the search, of -
ficerslocated oneof therenters, who
ledthemto 225W. 2nd Street. That
house appeared to be vacant, Shull
said.

Again, anemergency searchwar-
rant wasissued, but Rhodigwasnot
there. Shull said officersfound in-
formation that led them to two
homes a block from the Colby
school campus.

Shull said he called Principal
Terrel Harrison at 10:45 a.m. re-
questing a lockdown just in case
Rhodig was armed and might be
looking for aplaceto hide.

Almost 30 minutes|ater, thetwo
houseswerecleared. Thenat 11:28
a.m., Alan Wade, school transpor-
tation director, said one of hisdriv-
ersradioed that aman matching the
description was walking between
the administration building and
Colby Middle School on Third
Street.

Officersmoved in at 11:31 am.
and arrested Rhodig. Decatur
County Undersheriff Michael
French picked Mr. Rhodig up in
Colby andhewasback injail around
1:30 to 2 p.m. Sheriff Badsky said
hemay bechargedwith escapefrom
custody and criminal damage. He
alsomay belooking at theftand bur-
glary chargesfor taking thetruck.

“Once Rhodig completes his
court hearing in Decatur County,”
Shull said, “he will be returned to
Thomas County to face charges of
aggravatedindecent libertieswitha
15-year-old child ... last year on
Aug. 13.”

Internet
tonight!
475-2206
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Stdent
celebrate

BEFORE THEY RE-
CEIVED their diplomas,
Oberlin seniors Chance
Harman and Rebekah Has-
ty (above) listened to their
classmates in the choir. In
thelibrary beforehand, An-
dreaMarshall helped Am-
ber Reynolds (right)
straighten her cap. The 44
studentsgraduated Sunday
in the high school gym,
which was packed full of
family and friends.

— Herald staff photos
by Kimberly Brandt

* Farmer sneed to check wheat fidds

(Continued from Page 1A)
section and then 30 feet away there

may be somewheat

At the evaluation meetings, said
Mr. Olson, they tried to show farm-
erswhatthey arelookingforindam-
age.

They need to look and seeif the
flowers, where the wheat head
comesfrom, aredead. He said they
also need to look at the wheat ber-
ries. In many cases, the berriesare
starting to shrivel. If theberriesare
getting smaller, he said, they will
surely die.

Thereisalot of wheat in Decatur
County that isnot going to makeit,

Decatur County’s annual
wheat plot tour will be Friday,
June4, west of townonMay fam-
ily farm.

Thetour, sponsored by Kansas
State University Research and
Extension, will start at the 4-H
building at the Decatur County
Fairground, wheretheMay fam-

Wheat plot tour will be next week

ily will provide a home-cooked
breakfast.

An official with theextension
service said the family has been
doing thewheat plot for closeto
50years.

After breakfast, everyonewill
headouttothefarmonU.S. 36for
thetour.

hesaid.

Evenwiththedamage, thosedriv-
ing by the fields may not see any-
thing. The wheat looks green and

hasgreenleaves. Mr. Olsonsaidthe
only way to know the extent of the
damageisby actually checking the
wheat.

If theberriesarehalf filled out and
are starting to shrink, they will be
lightenoughthat if acombineisrun
throughthefield, theberrieswill fly
out the back.

Mr. Olson said farmersfrom the
areatook the news about the wheat
withagrain of salt. It wasjust con-
firming their worst fears, he said,
and they are rolling with the
punches. Thisisjust another curve
ball being thrown at them in a bad
growing season.

Anyone who needs more infor-
mation onwheat freeze can call the
county extensionofficeat 475-8121
or stop by the office.

* City schedulesspecial meeting, tablesdecision

(Continued from Page 1A)

eventhoughthey don’t havetotake
themoney.

The Community Development
Block Grant can only be used with
the staterevolving loan fund.

Would the Department of Agri-

culture look badly on loaning the
city money if the council agreesto
lock into the State Revolving Loan
Fund?Mr. Monaco said hedoesn’t
know, although the agency knows
thecity islooking at both.

Mr. McEvoy said heisn’t con-

cernedwithwhat the Department of
Agriculturethinks, becausehetill
favors the 20-year plan with the
State Revolving Loan Fund, whet-
her the city getsthe grant money or
not. Councilman Ray Ward said he
isalsoinfavor of the 20-year plan.

Counal asksuserstoturninsurveys

The Oberlin City Council hopes
that taxpayerswill returnthesurvey
the city sent out at the beginning of
the month.

Sofar, thecity hasreceive452 out
of 868 surveys. Although over 50
percent havebeenreturned, thecity
needs 80 percent back, or 694 sur-
Veys.

Survey results are being used to
determine whether the city might
get grant money to help pay for the
sewer plant renovation project. If a
highenough percentageof thepopu-
lationislow-to-moderateincome, a
grant could help thecity hold down
rateincreasesrequiredtopay forthe
plant.

Questionsonthesurvey ask about
the amount of money afamily is
bringingin. Thereisnoplaceonthe
survey for a name; everything is

crossreferenced with anumber.
Anyonewhohaslost their survey

can get anew one at the city office
in The Gateway.

Class of "84 DANCE

FRiday - May 28TH - 9 pm. -1 Am.
DJ's - StaN & KeNnT

OpenN 10 THE Public

SINGLES 32 «

Red Crown Lounge
Hwy 83 South ¢

Open Sunday

COUPLES %7

785-475-3811

The council decided to wait to
approve the ordinance until City
Attorney SteveHirschcouldlook at
everything. They also asked if Mr.
Shike could call the Department of
AgricultureRural Devel opment of -
ficeto seewhat they say.

* Area
honors
Iitsvets

(Continued from Page 1A)

Mr. Pennell said colors will be
presented by two L egion members.
Thisyear’sflag will be from Mar-
garet Temme's family. The
Durango, Colo., woman was &
Women’'s Air Service Pilot
(WASP).

Her family was inspired by the
service here and sent the flag from
Tennessee, hesaid. Sheisarelative
of the Wenger family of Oberlin.

Thenational anthem will be per-
formed by Anita and Jennifer
Hirsch. Chaplain Don Harrier will
givetheopening prayer andthe Sons
of the American Legion will lay &
wreath.

The Gold Star memorial will be
presented by the Legion Auxiliary
and Junior Auxiliary.

Commander Pennell will present
awardsand certificatesand thenin-
vite all World War Il vetsto the
front. They will be taking pictures
of the veterans for the Legion anc
the Decatur County Museum.

After agun salute, Allie Moore
and Brent Smith will closethe cer-
emony with“Taps.”

NORCATUR

The 115th observanceof Memo-
rial Day at Norcatur will begin at 2
p.m. on Sunday. All veterans, Boy
Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl Scoutsanc
school childrenareaskedto meet at
thebank corner at 1 p.m.toformthe
paradefor themarchtotheNorcatur
Cemetery.

Theparadewill startat 1:30p.m.,
with servicesat the cemetery to be-
gin at 2 p.m. Capt. Gary Allen of
Oberlinwill beguest speaker. This
will be the 32nd consecutive year
that the Avenue of Flagswill beon
display.

BIGTIMBER
JENNINGS

The Jennings American Legion
will beinchargeof al0a.m. service
onSunday at Big Timber Cemetery.
A potluck will follow at 12:30 p.m.
at the Jennings Senior Center. Bev-
erages will be provided but those
attending are asked to bring their
owntableservice.

ServicesonMonday will beginat
10 am. at the Jennings Cemetery,
with the Jennings Legion Post in
charge.

TheCzechMuseumwill beopen
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Saturday and
Sunday. Tours by request may be
made by contacting Neoma Tache
at 678-2470.

HERNDON

Memorial Day services will be
held at 2 p.m. Monday on the south
sideof theat theV eteransof Foreign
Wars Post in Herndon. The open-
ing prayer will begiven by Richard
Cole, chaplain, and Capt. Gary
Allen of Oberlin will speak. The
Kansas National Guard from
Nortonwill bein charge of thefir-
ing squad, and the Herndon post
color guard will participate. A so-
cial will follow at the post home.

LYLE

TheLylecommunity will observe
Memorial Day on Sunday. TheJack
Helt AmericanL egion Post of L eba-
non, Neb., will provide services at
10a.m. atthecemetery andapotluck
dinnerwill follow at the Community
Building.

SELDEN-LEOVILLE

Memoria Day serviceswill begin
at9:30a.m. atLeovilleandat 10:3C
a.m. at Selden on Monday. The
Selden American Legion will
present the colors, followed by the
flag salute. The auxiliary chaplain
will give the invocation and Betty
Paulswill speak. The L egion chap-
lainwill beinchargeof placing of g
wreath and the benediction, fol-
lowed by ariflesal uteby the Ameri-
canlLegionand“Taps.”

When Severe Weather Threatens

WEATHER EYE
METEOROLOGISTS

are on duty
nights & weekends
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