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Pool leak keepskidsdry for weekend

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

City workersfilled the Oberlin pool last
week, getting ready for theschedul ed open-
ingover theholiday weekend, thenwatched
asmost of thewater |eaked out.

Thepool wasfilled |ast week and every-
thing wasready for opening at noon on Sat-
urday. By Friday, though, therewasn’t any
water leftinthepool andtherewasabighole
on the edge of the pooal, at the east side by

the diving boards.

City Administrator Gary Shike said
Willard Perrin, with thewater department,
wasat thepool aroundtheend of theday last
week and then went back that evening and
saw thewater had dropped afoot and ahalf
inthat time.

Thepool wasn'tlosingwater whenitwas
beingfilled, said Mr. Shike. It wasonly af -
terthepool wasfilledandit sat that it started

toleak, and quickly.

OnFriday, thecrew startedtodig out the
east end of the side of the pool to see what
the problem was.

Mr. Shike said they found some broken
pipeswhich need to befixed. Thereisalso
ablister onthewall on the east side, under
the diving boards.

Mr. Shikesaiditisn’'tareal visiblebulge,
but that is where the water is seeping out.

Hesaid sincethepool hasbeen empty, wa-
ter has been leaking from the outside into
thepool. Whenthepool isfull, hesaid, prob-
ably thewater isleakingfromtheinsideout.
Hesaid the crew was digging up mud.
Over theweekend, Mr. Perrin, city Fore-
man Dan Castleand Bob Shuler worked on
theproject. Thecrewwasstill digging Tues-
day. Mr. Shike said they will then start re-
pairing pipesand work their way out of the

hole.

The pipes, said Mr. Shike, the crew can
fix. Hesaid heisn’t sureabout the problem
withthewall. It may end up being abigger
deal. Mr. Shike said they just don’t know
yet.

Mr. Shikesaidheisn’t surewhenthepool
will befixed or whenit will be opened. He
said this problem is bigger and more sei-
ousthan any in the past.

Senator killed
INn car accident
duringdug gorm

State Sen. Stan W. Clark, 49,
Oakley, was killed Saturday when
his car was rear ended by atractor-
trailer truck on I-70ina
dust storm that reduced
visibility to near zero.

Sen. Clark, an Oakley
Republican, was driving
west on I-70 about nine
mileseast of Oakley when
his 1994 Chrysler was
crushed betweentwotrac-
tor-trailer rigs.

Mr. Clark, who served
adecadein the Senate, was consid-
eredaleader of conservative Repub-
licans and apotential candidatefor
Senate president | ater thisyear.

Hewasknownfor hisquiet, mod-
est demeanor and for his simple
dress—acollarlesswhiteshirt and
dark coat —in keepingwiththebe-
liefs of the Dunkard Brethren
Church.

Sen. Janis Lee, D-Kensington,
called Mr. Clark, “just avery good
man.”

“Hewasavery good person, very
dedicated, and he took hisjob asa
senator very seriously,” shesaid.

House Speaker Doug Mays, R-
Topeka, said Mr. Clark was quiet
andbrightand*“ obviously loved his
family.”

“ | would say he was one of the
kindest members of the Legisla-
ture,” Mays said. “He was avery

Sen. Clark

spiritual man.”

Mr. Clark was appointed to rep-
resent the northwest corner of the
state in 1994 after Sheila
Frahmwasel ectedlieuten-
antgovernor. Hewonafull
four-year term in 1996,
then re-electionin 2000.

The Dunkard Brethren
embrace alife of smplic-
ity, avoidingtelevisionand
modern conveniences.
During a 1995 interview,
Mr. Clark said he became
acquainted with the church while
taking wedding pictures. He oper-
atedacommercial photography stu-
dioinOakley.

“| got the opportunity of attend-
ing anumber of churches, and | re-
aly enjoyed the people,” said Mr.
Clark, who converted in 1989.
“There’s a closeness of family.
There are all kinds of family get-
togethersall thetime.”

Mr. Clark wasbornDec. 9,1954,
in Oakley, the son of Bob J. and
Edith L. (Suter) Clark. On Feb. 11,
1990, he married Ruth Flory of
Sturgis, Mich., at Defiance, Ohio.

He operated Pyramid Studio in
Oakley. He was chairman of the
Senate Utilities Committeeand the
jointInformation Technology Com-
mittee; amember of the Agriculture,
Financial Institutions and Insur-

(See SENATOR on Page 10A)

Party has21days
tofill Senateseat

Thedeath of state Sen. Stan Clark
on Saturday meansthe Republican
party inhis40th District needtocall
aconvention to nominate someone
to fill his place through mid-Janu-
ary.

Jesse Borjon, communications
director withtheK ansassecretary of
state’ s office, said he planned to
send out notification Monday to
WilliamV. Adams, ThomasCounty
Republican party chairman. Hewill
receive notice because Thomas
County has the largest number of
votersin the 15-county district.

Mr. Adams will then be respon-
siblefor notifyingtheother 14 coun-
tiesin Sen. Clark’ sdistrict.

The 15 county chairswill notify
their precinct committee men and
women and a convention will be
held.

Mr. Adams said Mr. Borjon will
have 21 days from notification to
hold the convention. As Thomas

County chair, hewill call the meet-
ingtoorder. Thememberswill elect
achairman for the convention and
adopt rules. Everyone will get a
chanceto vote by secret ballot.

Mr. Borjon said the quorum re-
quirementtotakeany actionwill be
athird of the precinct committee
men and womenintheenter Senate
district. Thenomineewhoreceives
themgjority of thevoteswill win, he
said.

Mr.Borjonsaiditwill beuptoMr.
Adams to send the results to Gov.
Kathleen Sebeliusand then shewill
make the appointment. Gov.
Sebeliuswill sendnotificationtothe
secretary of state's office, and the
oathand certificateof officewill be
sent from there.

Oncetheoathistakenandsigned,
everything becomes official. The
nominee will serve until the new
L egislature convenes in January,

(See PARTY on Page10A)

Thunderstorms in eastern
Colorado spilled out adownburst
of cold air that swept dust and
debris across northwest Kansas
on Saturday, darkening the sky
foratleast 90to 100 mileseastand
causing two fatal accidents.

Jerry Killingsworth, a meteo-
rologistwiththeGoodland office
of theNational Weather Service,
said a system of severe thunder-
stormswhichformedinnortheast

Treelimbslitter
dreetsof Oberlin

Colorado created an “outflow
boundary” of cold air. That sent
highwindsasfar east asNorton.

Afterthedinner hour,theskyin
Oberlinstartedtoturnabrownish
gray. Theradio said theareawas
under astorm watch.

As the cloud descended, the
wind started howling through
town, and the sky continued to
turnadarker brown.

(See STORM on Page 10A)

Mendlg
holetofind

capsule

AT SAPPA PARK shelter-
house on Saturday, Brad
Larson (above) rolled up a
signtheclassof 1979heldin
their picture. Members of
the same class (left) dug a
holeinthe courthouselawn
that afternoon to look for a
timecapsule. Theclassdid-
n’t find the capsule, how-
ever. They wereamongdoz-
ens of former Red Devils
who had thechanceto catch
up with classes holding re-

unions. — Herald

staff photos
by Kimberly Brandt

County getshistory books

Twenty-four years ago, a com-
mitteejoinedforcestogather infor-
mationabout thecounty for ahistory
of Decatur County.

That information was sent to
Craftsman Printers in Lubbock,
Texas. In1983thebook wasprinted,
all 511 pages.

Thebook with abrown cover in-
cludesinformation on the general
history of the area, schools,
churches, family stories, memorials
and tributes, community agencies,
and organizations and businesses.

Recently County Clerk Marilyn
Horn received a call that the com-
pany was cleaning out awarehouse
and found some Decatur County

books. He said they wanted to send
the booksto the county, suggesting
that selling them would be a good
fund raiser for civic organizations.

Attheend of April, thebooksar-
rived at the courthouse. L ast week,
commissionersdiscussedwhattodo
withthebooksand how muchto sell
themfor. Thecounty didn’t haveto
pay for the history books, the com-
pany sent them.

The commissioners received a
pal ate of books.

Tim Stallman, road and bridge
supervisor, said he can remember
thebooksfirst sellingfor around $55
andthen later for $75.

The commissioners discussed

having an auction or just selling
them for $100. Mrs. Hornwill con-
tact the surviving members of the
origina committee so they can be
involved.

Thegroupincluded Dotty L otker,
Neoma Tacha, WilmaMay, Fern
Wenger, JohnBerley, Betty Reeves,
Dorothy Kelly and Dale Fisher.

There are several other names
listedinthebook of peoplewhorep-
resented areas in the county, those
ontheart committee, filecompilers,
photography and business special
pages.

Thebooksareavailableat theL ast
Indian Raid Museum, the clerk’'s
officeand the chamber for $100.

Show
tobring
out cars

Antiques, bikes
tofill thestreets

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Get thewax out and start polish-
ing.

It'stimeto put your antique car,
motorcycle or truck on display for
theDecatur County Museum'’ sthirc
annual Summerfest car show anc
swap meet.

Theaction startsat 7 p.m. Friday
witha“cruise-in” at A&WonU.S.
36, whichgivesspectatorstheir first
glanceat thevehiclesand ownerse
chancetogettheir carsout foraspin
while getting something to eat.

Co-Curator Sharleen Wurm said
thecruise-inalso providesatimefor
those who haven’t already taken
advantage of the early registration
feetodoso. Pre-registrationis$20,
shesaid, a$5 discount.

From 7 to 9 am. Saturday, the
museumwill host apancakefeed at
theOldBohemianHall. Mrs. Wurm
said they will betaking adonation.

Registration will befrom 8to 11
am. at The Bank drive thru at the
southendof Main Street. Itwill cost
$25for each vehicle.

Mrs. Wurm said even if you are
still restoring a vehicle, antique,
classicoramotorcycle, they aretill
welcome at the show.

A “ Show and Shine” will beheld
on Main Street from the museum
north to Commercial Street all day
giving owners time to spruce ug
their vehiclesand talk with specta-
tors.

From1lam.tolp.m.,therewill
be brats and pork burgers on the
lawn north of Farmers Bank and
Trust. Mrs.Wurmsaidthey will also
be serving pie and ice cream. The
boothwill beopenfor beveragesall
day, andtherewill bestandsserving
slush punch, popcorn and coffee.

Kidsgameswill be held south of
the museum, including a bean bag
throw, tattooing, plinko, fishing
pond and acorn-money tank. From
1to3p.m.therewill beapoker run.

(See CARSo0n Page 10A)

Even/odd
watering
ordered

Mayor Ken Shobe declared &
Stage 2 water warning onMonday,
putting Oberlin residents on an
even/odd systemfor outdoor water
use.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said Stage 2 was activated because
the city has pumped over 800,000
gallons of water in a day several
times last week and twice over the
weekend. If there wasrain in the
forecast, he said, the city might be
ableto hold off, but thereisn't.

In Stage 2 of the city’s water
emergency play, people are only
alowedtowater from9p.m.tomid-
night and midnight to 10 a.m. on
their scheduled day.

People with odd addresses can
water on Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday. People with even ad-
dresses can water on Wednesday,
Friday and Sunday. Nowateringis
allowed on Mondays.
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*Storm
garts
fires

Power lines
knockeddown

(Continued from Page 1A)

Thewindknockeddownatreeon
Bill Matchett’s home in Oberlin,
blew aroof off a shed at Brendan
Moore’'s farm in Cedar Bluffs,
knocked out the power in Oberlin
and took down too many branches
to count.

Two fires started because of
downed power lines, onein Cedar
Bluffswhich set ahay bale on fire
and agrassfirethree milessouth of
theLyleChurch, north of Norcatur.

Mr. Killingsworth said the thun-
derstormsthemselvesonly madeit
intothefar corner of northwest Kan-
Sas.

On Sunday and Monday, people
couldbeseenall over Oberlinclean-
ing up limbs. Somewere cut up for
firewood while others were left on
thecurbfor thetrashtruck or for the
homeowner to haul off.

Mr. Killingsworth said the wind
in Goodland had been between 10
and 15 miles per hour from the
south. About 4:30 p.m., winds
around40milesper hour, gustingto
50, started coming from the north-
west. Hesaid at that time, visibility
was about 10 miles, but eight min-
uteslater itwasdowntothreemiles.

About 15 minutes|ater, thewind
increasedto 50 milesper hour, gust-
ing to 62, and the official visibility
wasdowntothreequartersof amile
at theGoodlandairport. Conditions
were worse on |-70, where people
could not see beyond their car’'s
hood. Onelaw enforcement officer
reported, “ Wecannot seeour hands
infront of our faces.”

Killingsworth, who was off duty
duringthestorm, saidvisibility out-
sidehishomein Goodland was* no
morethanablock.”

Hesaidfor themost part, thedust
had blown through Goodland by
5:05 and visibility was back to 10
miles, athoughthewindswerestill
around 50 milesper hour. The peak
windrecorded at theweather station
was 67, but a storm spotter eight
miles northeast of Goodland re-
ported agust of 85. A report from
south of St. Francis pegged thetop
gust at 90 miles per hour.

A Norcatur couple, Jim and
Carolyn Plotts, said they raced
ahead of the front from Oberlin to
their home 18 milestotheeast. The
dust cloud kept pace and overtook
them just after they got home.

Killingsworth saidthestorms| eft
three-quarter-inch hail in western
Kit Carson County in Coloradoand
one-inchhail about fivemilesnorth
of Burlington. Theclosesttornadoes
werefiveineasternLincoln County,
Neb., about 100 miles north of
Sherman County. As the storms
moved east, they spawned torna-
doesand damagingwindsincentral
Kansasaswell.

*Cars
tobe
at show

(Continued from Page 1A)

At 3 p.m., a“burn out” contest
will beheldinfront of themuseum.
Mrs. Wurm said a driver doesn't
have to be registered for the car
show to take part in the burn out,
when the owners spins their back
tires to see how much smoke they
can make.

The event will be sponsored by
Fidele Electric and Woodcrafting.
Prizesare$50for first placeand $25
for second.

Around4p.m.,showtrophieswill
be given.

Mrs.WurmsaidtheZCBJL odge
will be giving away akids' bike.
Registrationwill beheldin front of
theold Czech Storefrom10a.m. to
4 p.m.

The Modern Woodmen will be
doingamatchingfundraiser forthe
museum to help move the old St.
Mark’s Lutheran Church in from
Norcatur.

Saturday evening, the museum
board will hold a barbecue dinner
from 5to 7 p.m. in the Bohemian
Hall for $6 aperson. Dinner isfree
forthosewhohaveregisteredfor the
car show.

Mrs.Wurmsaidall proceedswill

go for operating and maintenance -

costs at the museum.

Veggies

AT CEDAR LIVING
CENTER, Alice Fiala
(above) put somefertilizer
in boxes which she and
TeresaShaughnessy added
plantstolater. Ms. Shaugh-
nessy (right) showed off her
dirty hands. Residents
planted tomatoes, squash

and eggplant. — Photo
by Othelia Vacura

i
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* Senator diesincar acadentduringsorm

(Continued from Page 1A)
ance, Rules and Regulations, As-
sessment and Taxationand Election
and Ethics committees; and was
vicechair of theKansasAgriculture
Added-Value Center.

He was a supporter of the Na-
tional Federation of Independent
Businesses, chairman of theOakley

Board of Zoning Appeal s, vicechair
of the Oakley Planning Commis-
sion, president of the Oakley Area
Chamber of Commerce, chairman
of the Oakley Pride Committeeand
president of theFick Fossil Museum
board.

Hewasamember of theDunkard
Brethren Churchin Quinter andthe

* Partytohold
goecial convention

(Continued from Page 1A)
then be replaced by whoever is
elected to the seat in November.

Mr. Borjon said there are some
reguirements to be a senator. The
person must beover 18 yearsold, a
citizen of the United States and a
resident of thedistrict.

Sen. Clark had filed for the up-
coming election. He would have
met Dan Rasureof Goodlandinthe
primary on Tuesday, Aug. 3. Mr.
Borjon said Monday morning the

filling had become null and void
under statelaw.

Anyonewhoisinterestedinfiling
can do so up to noon on Thursday,
June 10.

Thereisafilingfeeandaformto
befilled out. Mr. Borjon said can-
didatesfiling for the Senate haveto
do so at the secretary of state's of -
ficein Topeka.

He said he has received several
callsabout what happenstothe seat
since Sen. Clark’ sdeath.

County saysnogolf cart

The Decatur County commis-
sioners voted last Tuesday not to
purchase agolf cart for the ambu-
lance department.

At arecent meeting, Ambulance
Director Patrick Pomeroy said he
wouldliketo purchaseagolf cartto
get injured players off the football
field and for public relations. He
said thecart could beentered in pa-
radesand thelike.

Commissionersgot oneunsigned
| etter against thepurchase, and they
said they had al so heard somecom-
ments.

AlthoughMr. Pomeroy wasnot at
the meeting, the commissioners
voted not to approve the purchase.

County Clerk MarilynHorn said
shehad sworninthreenew first re-
sponders who passed the recent
class: Sabrina Cooper, Todd Hart-
sough and Sharyn Bodfield.

She said Brady Richards, an
Oberlin graduate who now livesin
Ellis County, has been hired to fill
in when he can. He was sworn in,
too.

Thecommissionersagreed to set
up acommitteeto talk about thefu-
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ture of health care and facilitiesin
the county. Commissioner Doyle
Brown suggested Hospital Admin-
istrator Lynn Doeden, Good Sa-
maritan Center Director Janice
Shobe, Nursing Officer for Cedar
Living Center Margee Wilson,
Wheat Ridge Terrace Director
MarciaL ohoefener, Good Samari-
tanmaintenancesupervisor Lavern
Burtis and Jim Sullivan, facilities
manager for the hospital.

Mr. Brown said he also would
suggest acoupleof board members
fromthehospital andthecenter. All
three commissioners will serve on
the committee.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

» Heardthat Commissioner Ralph
Unger received acall from Dianne
Bremer of theDecatur County Farm
Bureau, who said they have some-
one who is knowledgeable to help
withtheplanfor bio-terrorism. Mr.
Unger said hewouldtalk with Mrs.
Bremer about it.

» Heardthat theGolden AgeCen-
terisputtinginan oak coat rack with
memorial money.

Hudson Essex Terraplane Club.
Preceding him in death were his
grandparents, Chester Clark, Anna
Clark, John Suter, |da Suter and
Marie Suter.
Survivorsincludehiswife; ason,
Will P. Clark of the home; his par-
entsof Oakley; twobrothers, Drake
(Janice) Clark of Wallace and Ron
(Pat) Clark of Oakley; andtwo sis-
ters, Susan (Dan) Brabec of Manhat-
tanand Mary (Jay) Ochsof Oakley.
Serviceswill beat 10a.m. (Moun-
tain Time) Thursday, at the Oakley

High School auditorium, 118 W.
Seventh, with Gordon Jamison of -
ficiating. Buria will follow in the
Oakley Cemetery.

Visitation will be from 1-8 p.m.
Wednesday at the K ennedy-K oster
Funeral Home and from 9-10:30
a.m. Thursday at the auditorium.

Memorials may be made to the
Gideons International, the Will
Clark Education Fund or the Wild
West Historical Foundationincare
of thefuneral home, 217 Freeman,
Box 221, Oakley, Kan. 67748.

Crew
works
on pool

Thecity crew worked on several
areas at the pool to try to save on
water waste and simple mainte-
nance items before the schedul ed
opening.

At the last Oberlin City Council
meeting in May, Councilman Joe
Stanley read aletter hehad receivec
about the temperature of the pool
and other items. With the increase
in gas prices, City Administrator
Gary Shike noted, the temperature
had beendecreasedalittlelast year.

City Foreman Dan Castle saic
they can’t keep everyone happy
about the temperature all the time.
Hesaidthey just pick anaverageand
make it work. The lower tempera-
ture useslessnatural gas, hesaid.

Someonesuggested getting atarp
tocover thepool toholdheatin. Mr.
Shikesaidhewouldbeinterestedin
finding out how much atarp anc
equipment would cost.

Thisyear, the crew changed the
sand in the back flush, said Mr.
Castle. He said water supervisor
Willard Perrin was hoping for &
drastic reduction in back flushing
loss of water thisyear with the new
sand.

With the water situation, saic
Mayor Ken Shobe, water at thepool
has been a topic of conversation.
Hopefully the work on the back
wash will help keep the city from
using so much water. He asked
whether the city could close the
middlepool. Who usesit?heasked.
Little kids, replied City Clerk
DeannaCastle.

Water that flows into the scum
gutters, said Mr. Castle, goes di-
rectly tothesaewer. Thepipeswhich
wouldrunthat water throughthefil -
tersare capped.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
said it would be nicefor that water
to go to a pond somewhere or be
used for something. Councilman
Ray Ward asked if they could use
that water on thefootball field.

Councilman Joe Stanley said it
might beworth thetroubleto seeif
thecity could save some of thewar
ter. They could put it in atank anc
useit to water thecity park.

Itwould alsobegoodtore-circu-
lateit back intothe pool if the pipes
could be fixed for the water to go
through thefilter, he said.

That would save somemoney on
the heating, said Councilman Ray
Ward, because the water would al-
ready bewarm.

Mr. Stanley askedwhy there-cir-
culation pi peshad been capped. Mr.
Castle said they probably rotted.

Mayor Shobe said he received
some complaints about mainte-
nance at the pool and doorsfor the
women'’ sdressing room.

Mr. Shike said the crew put in-
door/outdoor carpet in last year on
thewomen’ sside. Hesaid thereare
curtains covering the doors of the
stalls.
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Pick ‘N PUut

5. Sale

ICK any in-stock or

special order carpet...
We'll PUT it on sale
immediately.

June 2 thru June 12

Carpet Prices start at
72¢ sqg/ ft.

20% Off

All Remnants

Mon. - Fri. 9a.m. to 5:30 p.m. « Saturday 10a.m.-5p.m.

206 Norris Ave.
McCook, NE 69001

308-345-3177
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FLOOR STORE

CARPET WVINYL TILE LAMINATE




