Walks
may get
repairs

City would help
pay for concrete

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Oberlin City Council talked
about starting aplan torepair some
of the sidewalks downtown at are-
cent work session.

At a goal setting meeting on
Thursday, May 20, City Foreman
DanCastlesaiditisn’tjusttheside-
walksthat have cracksinthem and
spotsthat needtoberepaired, but the
curbsand guttersaswell. Thereare
several places on the west side of
Penn Avenue where the curb has
popped up.

CouncilmanJay Andersonsaidif
the city sells bricks with people’s
name on them to repair the side-
walks, they could help pay for the
work and maybeeven makeaprofit.

What about the requirementsfor
the American Disability Act?asked
Councilman Stan McEvoy. Will
there be problems, said Mr. Castle.

The biggest problem would be
Ray Jewelry, said Mayor Ken
Shobe, because the ramp would
have to stretch across the street to
havethe correct incline. Hesaid he
thought the building would be ex-
empt.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said there are some places that are
so bad that peoplearefalling. Prop-
erty ownersareliableforinjuries, he
said. Maybe the city could go half
with the businesseswherethe side-
walk isasafety issue.

Mr. Castle said he would like to
seethecurbsand sidewalksfixedto
prevent an accident. Thecity needs
towork out acost shareproject with
the businesses, said Mr. McEvoy.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
asked how muchitwouldcosttoget
the hazardous areas taken care of.
Mr. Castle said he would talk to
Wayne Hackney at Oberlin Con-
creteand get an estimate.

Therehasheensomeobjectionin
the past to removing the areaswith
names in the sidewalks, said Dr.
Anderson, becausethey have some
historical meaning.

Would the city save money by
puttinginmorewheel chair ramps?
Mr. McEvoy asked. They would
loseparking spots, said Police Chi ef
WadeL ockhart.

Mr. Shike said he thought if the
city helps repair the worst spots,
they are looking at afew thousand
dollars. He asked if the council
would want the city to assume the
responsibility of half of the cost for
the work. Councilman Ray Ward
said the city should help out down-
town businesses.

Mr. McEvoy said the city could
order the businessestofix theside-
walks, but that wouldn’ t be extend-
ing ahand.

Mr. Shikesaid heand Mr. Castle
will needto prioritizethe areasthat
need to befixed.

CouncilmanJoe Stanley saidthey
might want to check with the own-
ersof thebusinessesand seeif they
would be interested in sharing the
cost.

Mr. McEvoy said hedidn’t think
they should open too big a hole at
any time, since they don’t know
what they will find.

Mr. Castle and Mr. Shike said
they wouldtry tolist someareasthat
need work the most.

Councll
will mest

TheOberlin City council will
hold its first monthly meeting
Thursday night at The Gate-
way.

The meeting will be held in
the meeting room upstairs at
6:30 p.m. and will be on cable
local accesschannel 7.

Wednesday, June 2, 2004 THE OBERLIN HERALD 3A

C'mon,
gointhe
can, ball!

AT ACARNIVAL heldto
mark theend of theyear on
Tuesday at Oberlin EI-
ementary School, one girl
triedtowinaprizewiththe
toss of abean bag (above)
whileKiahBlau(right) got
atattoo from a classmate.
Thestudentsandthosewho
are still too young for
school had the chance to
play games, including the
animal walk, inwhichthey
couldwincookies, cakesor
other sweet treats. Thekids
were able to buy prizes at
thegeneral storewithtick-

ets they had purchased or
won.

— Herald staff photos

by Kimberly Brandt

Road crew findswashout under bridge

Theroadandbridgecrew recently
fixed the Kolsky bridge in Altory
Townshipafter findingasmall hole
intheapproach.

Road and Bridge Supervisor Tim
Stallman told county commission-
erslastweek that after lookingat the
hole, the crew saw that the dirt un-
derneath had been washed out by
water. There was only a small
amount of sand left, hesaid.

Thebridge, locatedthreeeast and
two and half miles south from
Kanona, wasclosed over theweek-
enduntil thecrew couldgetitfixed.
It has been reopened.

Mr. Stallman said drivers should

look for the holes on bridge ap-
proaches. Hesaidif they seeahole,
they should be careful driving over
the bridge becausetheremight bea
washout under the surface. He said
people should call the road and
bridge office at 475-8111 to report
any problems.

Mr. Stallman said if aholeisre-
ported they check themright away.

The commissionerstalked about
adirectivefromtheCity of Dresden.
It said thecity wanted Mr. Stallman
toputup“ childrenplaying” signson
the county road that goes through
thetown. Mr. Stallman wastold to
put the signs up and then bill

Dresdenfor them.

The crew is done mowing and
workers are putting gravel on the
county roads, he said, anticipating
more traffic for the holiday week-
end.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Heard the county township di-
rectory has incorrect landowner
mapsinit. Thebookshave maps of
each township and who ownswhat
land. Intherural areas, peopleget a
freebook, and others can buy them
from Decatur County Abstract.
County Clerk MarilynHornsaidshe
would let the appraiser’s office

know that several piecesof landin
Altory Township are incorrect.
When the appraisersoffice sent the
information Central Publishing of
lolamixed up some of theinforma-
tion.

 Heard that Paragon Geo Ser-
vices has been working in the
Kanonaarea. Mr. Stallman said he
thought they aredoing somekind of
searchfor oil.

* Heard Mr. Stallman report that
he sent Glen Strong, Justin Scott,
Brad Marcuson and Lynn
Groneweg to hazardous household
wastetraining. Thestatepaysforthe
hours.

Grant could help pay for work on city water wells

The Oberlin City Council ap-
proveddocumentsneededtore-drill
well No. 9 east of town sotheengi-
neer could apply for astate-federal
grant to pay for the project.

At ameeting on Thursday, May
20, engineer Thaniel Monaco said
there are two requirements for the
grant, which could pay for 100 per-
cent of thework upto half amillion

City sudiescemetery needs,
makesplansto build awall

The Oberlin City Council talked
about needs at the cemetery during
a goal-setting meeting Thursday,
May 20.

All trees which were for sale to
plant asmemorials at the cemetery
have beentaken except one. Mayor
Ken Shobesaidhedidn’t knowwhat
was going on with thefence.

Councilman Jay Anderson said
the cemetery committee hasn’t
talked much about thefencefor the
new section. Hesaidthey havebeen
talking about replacing hedges. On
Martin Avenue, he said, there will
eventually bearow of treesplanted

on both sides between the old and
new sections.

City ForemanDan Castlesaidthe
bid for a new wall along the street
andonthenorth of thenew part was
around $43,000.

Mayor Shobesaidthecouncil had
budgeted around $30,000 thisyear
for the project.

Does the council want to do the
west side, too?asked Dr. Anderson.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
hethought they neededto get anew
bid sinceit has been awhile and it
may have changed.

dollars. If the project is deemed a
modificationtotheexistingsystem,
he said, the city could still get
$150,000.

Thesituation hasbeen addressed
as adrought, he said. The United
States Department of Agriculture
has alump sum of money, he said,
and once it is allocated, then it is
goneuntil next year. Althoughitis
afedera program, he said itisrun
through the state.

Mr. Monaco said he thought it
wouldbeagoodideato closePhase
| of thewater project, becausethere
ismoney lefttherethat could beused
onthecurrent project. Thecity holds
aportion of themoney for ayear to

pay JCorpandthereisextramoney
inthat account to pay JCorp.

Thecity hasn’tusedall themoney
inPhasel ?asked Mayor Ken Shobe.
No, said City Clerk DeannaCastle,
becauseitisstill going through the
closing process.

Mr. Monaco said the grant could
cover everything from avariable
speed pump for well No. 10 to the
testholesalready drilled. A variable
speed pump will vary the amounts
of water pumped so No. 9 and No.
10 could be pumped together.

Mr. Monaco said for the grant
application to be sent in, an agree-
ment for engineering and prelimi-
nary engineeringisrequired.
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2004 Kansas Senior Olympics
Sept. 23-26 and Sept. 30-Oct. 3
Topeka, Kansas

Open to all seniors who will be

50 years old on or before
December 31, 2004. There are 16 different
sports to compete in.

Registration Packets available
beginning July 8th.
For more information call (785) 368-3798

o
PEPS!

The council approved the mayor
signing the documents. If the 100
percent grant is not approved, then
the council will make an amend-
ment to the agreement, he said.

County
will back
play area

The Decatur County commis-
sioners discussed a playground
whichwill bebuilt near the conces-
sionstand at theball fieldsin Ober-
linwith the help of the Oberlin Ro-
tary Club, Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans, the county and thecity.

Commissioner Ralph Unger saic
theRotary club purchased theplay-
ground equipment and it is being
stored. Thrivent has a matching
grant which will pay for the curb,
fencing and getting the equipment
installed.

The commissioners talked with
Road and Bridge Director Tim
Stallman about putting sand in for
theplayground. They estimatedthe
cost at $500.

Mr. Stallman said summer recre-
ation director Joe Dreher has askeg
for some work on the pitchers
mound. Hesaid dirt taken out of the
playground area could be used on
themound.

Someone suggested that the city
could do the dirt work for the play-
ground. Commissioner Unger
called City Administrator Gary
Shike, whosaidthecity coulddothe
dirt work and possibly the pitchers
mound.

Mr. Unger saidtheplaygroundis
for kids under 100 pounds. Basi-
cally, it will be set up for kids whc
aren’'t in the ball program so they
havesomethingtododuring games.

He said the playground will be
locked and either the recreation di-
rector will have akey or therewill
beoneintheLionsClub concession
stand.

Students
need help
at ballpark

By KERRIE OL SON
and RENA UNGER
TheDecatur Dictator

Join your fellow community
members, young and old, to help
build asafeplay areaat the Oberlin
ball park on Saturday, June 12.

Join Hands Day isanational day
for youthsand adultstotacklealo-
cal problem together. The activity
will begin at 8 am. and continue
throughout the day, with lunch anc
snacksprovided.

The event is sponsored by Thri-
vent Financial for Lutherans, youth
groups from St. John's and Faith
L utheran churches, theOberlinRo-
tary Club and the Decatur Commu-
nity High chapter of the National
Honor Society.

The Oberlin Lions Club has of-
feredto supply themeal and Rotary
donated a play set to put in the
fenced area.

The sponsors would greatly ap-
preciate your volunteered efforts,
plusit should turn out to be a fun-
filledday. Thegroupisstill short of
the budget necessary to build the
project, somoney cansfor donations
will beset out at Oberlinbusinesses.

To learn more about of Join
HandsDay, |og ontowww.joinhand
sday.org.

Internet
tonight
475-2206

Rodgers & Hammersteins’

“South Pacific”
== Country Dinner Playhouse

Saturday, July 10, 2004

departs Oberlin, Atwood

Includes deluxe motorcoach
transportation, Dinner,

ticket for “South Pacific”,
rolls & juice enroute.

Reservation deadline June 10

Heartland Tours & Travel
1-800-488-3509

Denver, CO

$89 per person




