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Stan Clark left bigshoes
for thenext senator tofill

The untimely death Saturday night of
Oakley’ s Stan Clark closed aremarkabl e po-

litical career.

InadecadeintheKansas Senate, Mr. Clark

surprised usagain and again.

He won the 40th District seat in a coup
against the “moderate” wing of the Republi-
can party, regular Republicans who thought
the post pretty much belonged to them. He
wonre-electiontwice, andlikely would have

won againthisfall.

His quiet demeanor and serious nature be-
lied akeen political sense. Opponentsusually

underestimated him.

Hewontheseat inaspecia Republicancon-
vention called after Sen. Sheila Frahm of
Colby resigned to become lieutenant gover-
nor under Bill Graves. Mrs. Frahm, who |eft
thestatehousetoreplaceBob DoleintheU.S.
Senate when he ran for president, was akey
figureinthemoderatewingintheseparts. And
that group thought it had alock on her seat.

Whenthedel egatesconvened, though, Stan

Clark had thevotes.

When heranfor re-election, the moderates
usually thought they could beat him. They

werewrong.

Hispositionasaconservativeleft Mr. Clark
at oddswiththemoreliberal Senateleadership
much of thetime, but he became an effective
and knowl edgeablesenator. Noonehad abet-

errors.

topeopleinthisarea. Collegesremarked that
heactually read al thebillsand caught many

Stan Clark grew to know thebudget andthe

legislative process as well as anyone. Even

those who disagreed with him knew himasa
man of good will and personal integrity.
Asalegidator, Mr. Clark was available to
those he represented. He spent long hourson
the road, traveling to Topeka and back, and

toured hisvast 15-county district— covering

year.

theentirenorthwest corner of thestate— each

In Topeka, he gained seniority and became

a committee chairman. The moderates may
have thought him a bumpkin, with his thick
glasses and his personal commitment to his
religion — hewasamember of the Dunkard
Brethren Church — but those who knew him
called him akind and decent man. Hisboyish
grin and sandy hair won many friends.

Stan Clark was arare politician, honest,
hard-working, knowledgeable. His passing

leaveshisseat up for grabs.

Thevoterswill pick asuitable candidateto
takehisplace, but it will besometimebefore

hissuccessor can fill hisshoes.

ter grasp on the state budget or what it meant

Citizen testlmony backed blIIs

Editor’sNote: Thisis part of a
columnwaswritten bythelate San
Clarkjust daysbeforehisdeathina
dust-induced traffic accident on I-
70, rounding up accomplishments
of theKansasLegislature.

What didtheKansasL egidature
accomplishin2004?

Really, anumber of billsthat ad-
dressed substantivepolicy issuesare
now law and | thank you for your
involvement and assi stance.

Many of youwere personaly in-
volvedinlegidationthissessionand
you areto be commended. | know |
was asked to review and edit more
testimony thissessionthan probably
any sincel have had the pleasure of
serving in the Senate. | personally
believethat citizentestimony isthe
best, becauseyounot only knowthe
facts, but speak fromtheheart rel at-
ing stories of personal experience.

| testified personally in six com-
mittees this session. In some of
those, | testified multipletimes, and
inall but oneinstance, | wastestify-
inginsupport of theproposedbill. |
cantell you that an offenseismore
enjoyable than testifying against
various proposals and trying to
minimizetheadverseandgenerally
unintended effectsonrural Kansas.

Economic Development

Two yearsago, | wrotein one of
my newsd ettersabout anew concept
in “economic development.” The
word “develop” comes from a
French word that meansto unravel
or to unfold. The French word
comesfromal atinwordthat hasits
originfromawordthat referstothe
coat on the back of a sheep which
translates as “a tangled mass of
wool.” Therefore the word “de-
velop” hastodowithanact of find-
ing what isalready there by unrav-
eling and opening up.

Therewaseven talk that he might haverun
for president of the Senate next year.

His opponents, undoubtedly, would have
underestimated him.

—SeveHaynes.

LetterfromTopeka
By State Sen. Stan Clark

sclark@ink.org
J

For many years, legislatorscould
justify any position by using rheto-
ricthatitis“forthechildren” or“for
economic development.” Many
government programs have been
createdto advanceeconomicdevel-
opment, and most involve infra-
structure that enhances transporta-
tion, communications, housing,
utilitiesand planning, and providing
grants and loans to help new busi-
Nesses.

Itisdifficult for acommunity to
survive without any of these, but
they areworthlesswithout peopleto
use them. For the past two years,
there have been three pilot projects
to build the capacity of people to
utilizetheinfrastructure.

Thistruly involves achangein
attitude. No longer do we expect
peopleto rely on an outside expert,
a“sageonthestage,” or anartificial
preconceivedvisionthatissoldtoa
community with a top-down ap-
proach. Thefocusfor devel opment
isbottomup, fromwithinthehuman
heart, head and hands of individu-
as.

Communities have worked with
the Sirolli Institute, which pio-
neered an economic development
approach that is called “enterprise
facilitation.” Enterprisefacilitators
start with no plan and afirm direc-
tiveto initiate nothing. They make
it knowninan economically strug-

gling town or neighborhood that
they areavailabletohelp—inconfi-
dence — anyone with a dream of
starting abusiness.

Thebelief isthatinevery commu-
nity, no matter how small or eco-
nomically depressed, therewill ex-
ist some peoplefor whom aunique
work inwhichthey may or may not
yetbeskilledisapassionatedriving
force. Also, within that same com-
munity, are otherswho possessthe
skillsnecessary toassistindevel op-
ing, testing and transforming the
ideainto asuccessful business.

Doesit work? The first experi-
ment was atown on the seacoast of
Australiain 1985. Five hundred of
the8,500 citizenswereout of work,
the tuna industry was a shambles,
thepeopledemoralized. Thefisher-
men, businessmen and government
officialsdidn’t trust each other.

In relatively short order, a sushi
processing plant was developed to
providejobsand purchasetunaat 30
times the price the fisherman had
been getting from the cannery. By
1989, the town had 45 new enter-
prises, andsincethen335morebusi-
nesseshavebeen created. Hundreds
of communitiesin Australia, New
Zedland, Canada and the United
Stateshavemodel ed thisapproach.

We can see some success stories
inthisareawherean ideaisnow a
business.
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Amerlcamust finishthejob

Memorial Day.

Timeto honor thefallen, the he-
roes and victims of a dozen wars
fromtheRevolutiontotheroadsand
mountainsof I ragand Afghanistan.

Theflagsat the cemetery, thesa-
lutes, the honors, they’re fine. But
there should bemore.

It's great to honor the Greatest
Generation, who saved the world
from a dark age. But we need to
honor thetroopsfighting in hostile
landstoday.

And we need to give them more
than lip service. They deserve our
prayers and out whol ehearted sup-
port.

Thereis something moreimpor-
tant yet.

Weneed to honor America

It's time to shed the image of
Americathe imperial power or
Americatheloser.

It' stimefor us, as Americans, to
realizethat we havetolead thefree
world because there’ s no one else
out therewilling to take up the bur-
den.

And we need to recognize that
freedomtill hasmany enemies. We
donatliveinanice, neatlittleworld
where justice comes to the world

AIongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkangascom)

By SteveHaynes

even as American justice comesto
us.

Despite the fall of communism
andthewaning of dictatorshipsand
evil aroundtheworld, thereisplenty
tofear. Plenty tofight. Plenty tode-
fend.

That’ swhat our troopsare doing
in Afghanistan, in Iraqand adozen
other placesaroundtheworld. They
havelaunchedintoawar againstter-
rorandevil, whetherit’ sal-Qaidaor
Saddam Hussein.

Aboveadll, it'stimefor America
tofinishwhat it starts.

Wefought to atiein Korea, and
felt lucky to escapewith that.

Welostin Vietnam. There's not
timeenough hereto debatethewhy
or thewherefore.

We quit the Gulf War with
Saddam still in power, still killing

and torturing and dropping poison
gas.

Now we are engaged in a battle
against forces which want to drive
us back into isolation and do God
knowswhat mischief intheir part of
theworld.

We can debate tactics and even
leadership, but we need to win this
fight. If we don’t defend the worlo
against terrorist and evil, just who
will?

Thebest way to honor our troops
istogivethemthesupport they need.
Thisiswar. Losseshavebeenlight,
but they will continue.

The men and women who are
fighting this war for us believe in
their cause. We should, too.

Weshouldnot besendingsoldiers
out to die in any cause we do not
havethewill towin.

Stormsgir amother’singinct

Just givemeonemorereally long
night, plus a couple of naps, and |
think I'll be caught up on my sleep
and over my jet lag.

Travel expertstell you to keep
your body on the same “clock” as
whereyoulive. That' sfineif you're
stayinginahotel wherenooneelse
isdisturbed if you are up and ram-
blingabout. It’ sentirely different if
you are aguest in someone' shome
andyour internal clock wantsto get
upat6a.m. (whichisnotanunusual
hour), but it's only 4 a.m. where
you'restaying.

| did alot of early-morning and
late-night reading while | was at
Patty’ slast week. Infact, | finished
abook | pickedupat Halley’ shouse
called“TheRed Tent.” It wasafic-
tional book based on Biblical fact,
written from awoman’s point of
view. The time frame began with
Jacob’ s appearance at the well of
Laban. Thenit covershismarriages
to Leah and Rachel and to second-
ary wives, all the children begat
throughthosemarriages, andfinally
thefamily’ sultimate downfall.

Strange, | could never keepall the
childrenandwivesof Jacobstraight,
but after reading their history writ-
tenthisway, relationshipsare alot
more understandable.

—ob—

When | was a kid, my family
would sit on the front porch and
watchthethunder andlightning dur-

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

~\

cplotts@nwkansas.com
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ing rain storms. So, I’ ve never un-
derstood people’ s fear of weather,
but Saturday night almost changed
my mind.

Jim and | had been in town, 20
miles west of our place, when we
saw the dust cloud boiling upinthe
south. Heading for home, we kept
watching the storm, which was
keeping up with us at 65 miles per
hour. | dashedintothehousejust as
thewindhit, but imwasdetermined
tocover somelumber and securethe
garbage cans. All | could do was
watchasheleanedintothewind, try-
ing fruitlessly to lash things down.
| hadvisionsof treelimbsknocking
himsensdess. (Itdidn’'thelpthatthe
night before we had been to the
movie, “Day After Tomorrow,”
with its doomsday storm scenes of
destruction).

Jennifer and Alex were camping
with friendsat thelakeand | called
to warn them of what was heading
their way. Jennifer said later that
they barely had time to stow their

gear and getinsidetheir vehiclebe-
foreit hit.

I know shegot tired of mecalling
to check on them, but when your
kidsare“inharm’sway,” youcan't
help it. The only fatality was their
dome tent. She said the fiberglass
polessnapped liketoothpicks.

—ob—

A littlekid wasasked, “Why dic
God make mothers?’

His reply, “She’s the only one
who knows where the Scotch tape
is.”

(From theBibI@
\__ J

But the LORD isthe true
God, heistheliving God, and
an everlasting king: at his
wrath the earth shall tremble,
and the nations shall not be
ableto abide hisindignation.
Jeremiah 10:10

Graduateenjoyed alumni reunion
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Didyouall haveagreattimeMe-
morial weekend? Well, if you
didn’t,1did! Y ourstruly traveledup
to Oberlin, for our 50th high school
reunion on Saturday.

Oberlinhasanall-school reunion
every Memorial weekend at The
Gateway, alarge building on ahill
south of U.S. 36. Our class had the
most attending. Now, that isamaz-
ing! | thought we' dbetheoldies, but
therewere quite afew therefor the
60th and 70th!

Inour class, WandaWelliver Por-
ter came the farthest, from Kaiula
Oahu, Hawaii. Theclassof 1979had
the longest trip, an alumnus from
Cyprus. | was surprised to find out
our principal wasstill living— 101
yearsold. Healsowasour driver’'s
ed teacher. Hewould have usdrive
downtowntogetthemail and news-
paper — then read it while we cut
cornerstooshort, ranupover curbs,
etc. Must have had nerves of steel!

Each anniversary class is sup-
posed to provide some entertain-
ment. Of course, ourswasthe best,

with Phil Law’ strumpet solo of the
melodies of the'50s. It's hard to
believe that it has been that long
since we were wearing black-and-
white saddle shoes, bobby socks,
rolled-up jeans and Dad’ s white
dress shirts. The high school sing-
ers and dancers could have com-
peted right with some of Broad-
way’s shows, except they looked
likethey were having morefun!
Meanwhile, asthiswasall going
on, wewerein the midst of aKan-
sasstorm, dirt, highwinds, banging
objects, dimming lights. Oberlinis
knownasbeingin“TornadoAlley.”
There were at least 400 or 500
people there, so really there was
nowheretogofor safety. Butitblew
over, | think downto Tribune.
Sincesomeof ushadtopark sofar
away fromthebuilding, volunteers
brought their golf cartsto run the
alumni totheir vehicles. Leavingthe

buildinginthat situation, my driver
wasthetown doctor, so| decided if
weblew over, hewould fix me up!

One sad note. Our senator, Stan
Clark, waskilledin awreck in that
samestorm.

On my way back Sunday after-
noon, | detoured over to Colby
(since it looked like another dirt
stormwasbrewing) toshopawhile,
hoping by thetimel wasfinished it
had blown over.

Shopping at times can be sc
stressful, especially whenthere' se
lady blockingtheaide, sniffing per-
fumes. Then | go to check out anc
there' s that lady and her husbanc
ahead of me with a broken sack of
charcoal, making a mess on the
floor!

Well, Daveand Cindy Olson, did
you get back to Tribune OK?

Colleen Paddock Lemman
Tribune, Class of 1954



