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Editor’sNote: Thisis part of a
columnwaswritten bythelate San
Clarkjust daysbeforehisdeathina
dust-induced traffic accident on |-
70, rounding up accomplishments
of the KansasLegidature.

What didtheKansas L egidature
accomplished this year? Here are
someof the highlights:

Economic Development

TheKansas Center for Entrepre-
neurshipwasestablishedwithinthe
Department of Commerce. Its pur-
poseisto increase seed capital for
entrepreneurs, especially in dis-
tressed and rural communities;
work withthe Board of Regentsand
Board of Education to createtrain-
ing and course work in entrepre-
neurship; and be aresource center,
clearing house and referral source.

Most area bankers will tell you
that 75 percent of the deposits are
held by people 65 years of age or
over. For several generations, when
our grandparentsdied and their as-
sets were distributed, most of the
money |eftthearea. Inanattempt to
turnthistide, theL egislatureautho-
rized the creation of seven regional
foundations. Every donation to
these foundations can receive a 50
percent tax credit. The goa isthat
each foundation will have $2 mil-
lionwithin 3yearstoinvest in new
businessesinrural Kansas.

Commercial buildings that have
been approved by local city or
county official sandthe Secretary of
Commercewill beeligiblefor are-
bate of property tax on improve-
ments. Theideaisthat if you takea
building that currently has a tax
value of $25,000, fix it up and the
new tax valueis $100,000, for five
yearsyouwill receivearebateonthe
increased value, and then for years
six through 10, you will pay in-
creased property taxes on an addi-
tional 20 percent of the increased
value. At the end of 10 years, the
entirebuildingisinthetax roll.

An “accredited angel investor”
can invest in arural business, and
receivea50 percent tax credit notto
exceed $50,0000neachbusinessfor
uptofivebusinesses. Thegoal isto
encourage business investment in
rural Kansasinstead of investingin
Wall Street. Theinvestor hopefully
not only will haveafinancial stake
inthebusinessbut will alsoserveas
an advisor.

Reduced the franchise tax from
$2 per $1,000inassetsto$1.25. This
will lower taxes for 31,000 small
businesses. Thischangeisrevenue
neutral becausetheformer capwas
raised to apply to agreater percent-
age of the assets of larger corpora-
tions.

Delayed implementation of the
Streamlined Sales Tax Project un-
til January 2005.

Now isthetimetocrystallizeyour
dream, pool our resources, unravel
the tangled mess of wool and truly
bring new lifeto our communities.
Besidesthe" enterprisefacilitation”
programthat isavailablein several
counties in my district, your local
economic development organiza-
tion, local utilities and WKREDA
(Western Kansas Rural Economic
Development) will be more than
happy to assist you.

Insurance

Health Savings Accountswill be
availablein Kansaswithin the next
six weeks. Health SavingsAccounts
aresimilartolndividual Retirement
Accounts (IRA’s) except that the

money isused for medical expenses
rather than retirement.

Anindividual can put $2,600 tax
freeevery year and afamily $5,150
into these accounts. All unused
amountscanbecarried forward. At
retirement age, any amount duethe
employee from unused vacation or
sick leave can be placed in thisac-
count tax freeand usedto pay Medi-
care premiums. Money in this ac-
count will be used to pay medical
expenses and can be used to pay
long-termcareinsurancepremiums.

Everyonewho opensanHSA has
to also have a health plan with an
annual deductibleof at least $1,000
forindividual coverageand at least
$2,000 for family coverage.

Public Safety

Providedanapproval processand
funding mechanism so that our lo-
cal emergency dispatch centerswill
havetheequipmenttolocatewhere
an emergency cell phone call is
coming from. Each cell phone will
pay 50 cents per month to pay for
thisequipment; one-half of thisfee
will godirectly tothedispatch cen-
ter and the other half will be grants
awarded to rural dispatch centers.

Another bill would allow local
emergency radiostousetheKansas
Department of Transportation’s
communication towers and help
agenciesmovetothe800megahertz
communication channels.

Oil, Gas& Electricity

Kansas entered the competition
with anumber of other statesfor a
$1 billion experimental, emission-
free, coal-fired electric generation
facility. Our central location, na-
tional rail linesandexistingoil fields
makeusaviablecandidate. Thesite
selectioncriteriaisstill being devel-
oped by the U.S. Department of
Energy but at least one locationin
my district looks like it meets the
preliminary site criteria. | am a
member of theK ansassitesel ection
committee.

Established windleasefiling cri-
teria for the county registers of
deeds. Thischangewill allow future
owners, titleexaminersandlenders
tofulfill their responsibilities.

Provide aremedy to clear titles
that were clouded by other parties
filing “Mineral & Royalty Deeds”
onlandthey had nolegal interestin.
Thelegidationrequirestheoffend-
ing party toclear thetitleswithin 30
daysof notice by the owner. If that
doesn’t happen, they are subject to
thecourt awarding upto$10,000in
damages plus attorney fees. There
are over 60 such deeds filed in
RooksCounty and several hundred
areknownin 10 additional western
Kansas counties.

Thereareanumber of challenges
remaining, chief among them writ-
ing aconstitutional school funding
formula. It has been rewarding to
serve the citizens of Cheyenne,
Decatur, Gove, Graham, Greeley,
Logan, Norton, Rawlins, Scott,
Sheridan, Sherman, Thomas,
Trego, Wallace and Wichita coun-
tiesintheK ansas Senatethepast 10
yearsand| |ook forwardto continu-
ingthisservice. Thedistrict expands
to also include Lane, Ness and
Rookscounties.

| really appreciatethenewspapers
that print my articlesand thebroad-
cast media that allows me time to
explain issues before the :legisla-
ture. Thereis adirect correlation
between this coverage and the in-
volvement of the citizens. Thank
you, editorsand newscasters!

Photo Policy

TheOberlinHeraldwantstoem-
phasize photos of people doing
things in the community. If you
know of an event or news happen-
ingthat weshouldattend, pleasecall
475-2206.

Please be sureto alow acouple
of days' noticesowecanarrangeto
bethere.

Spaceinthe paper islimited and
soisthetimeof our staff, sowemay
not beabletoget toevery event, but
wewill try.

Because space is so limited, we
cannot run team or group photos,
any picturesof peoplelined upor of
peopl e passing checks, certificates
andthelike. (Wewill alwaystry to
makeroom for astory about any of
these events, however.)

Wedo runwedding and engage-
ment picturesand“ mug” shotswith
storiesandobituaries, whenthey are
nrovided to us. Please remember

that we need aclear, sharp picture.
Dark or fuzzy printswill not work.

We cannot return photos unless
you submit a self-addressed,
stamped envelope with clear in-
structions for return. Other photos
submitted may be picked up at our
officewithintwoweeks. After that,
they will bedisposed of .

Laser proofs of photos which
haveruninTheHeradareavailable
for 50 cents each, first come, first
served. Special-order laser printsof
photoswill be available at $3 each
for about two weeks after publica-
tion.

We can take passport photos if
youprovidearoll of color film. ASA
200, 12 exposure works fine. The
chargeis$8.50 per person.
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ETHEL, WE'RE
GONNA BE IN
OUR BOOKEEPER'S
BASEMENT FOR A
LOOOONG TIME.

STATE SUPREME COURT'S
SCHOOL FINANCE RULING
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AT FIRST SIGN OF

OPERATE SIREN AND
SEEK TAX SHELTERS
UNTIL “ALL CLEAR”
IS SOUNDED.

Auxiliary leader gl

TotheEditor:

As| complete three years of be-
ing president of the Oberlin Ameri-
canLegionAuxiliary, | have many
rewarding memoriesbecauseof the
support from fellow members, the
L egion and the community.

Our recent Memorial Day service
isjust onespecial memory that will
bewithmeforever. It couldn’thave
been possible without the help of
everyone working together as a
team. Our serviceistolet all veter-
ansknow we appreciate them, also
our servicemen and women. The
World War Il veterans were hon-
ored especially thisyear because of
the dedication of the Memoria in
Washington. All posts around the
nationwereaskedtodothisforthose
who couldn’t goto the dedication.

Seeing those 57 World War |1
veterans, some in uniform, some
who made a special effort to be
there, couldn’t hel p but bring many
memories back to all of us. You
didn’t rate the front page of our lo-
cal newspaper but you know who
youare, sogiveyourself apat onthe
back. Maybe there was areason to
be at the bottom of the sports page.
Y ou are the greatest sports of all.
The picture said, Compliments of
The Oberlin Herald. Well, the pic-
turewastaken by Cindy Lincoln. |
supplied the names; the paper
printedit.

When | became president, there
wasmuchtalk of theL egionclosing.
| have worked with two command-
ers who have put many hoursin
keeping thepost going. Thank you,
Gary and Walt. | am happy to say it
is still going and moving forward.
The Sons of the Legion have been
trying to get organized and have
beenasuccess. Therehasbeenalot
of community support.

Many people think that the
American Legionisonly asocial
club. Someof thethingsthey doare
to have either an Honor Guard or

WANTED

3 HOMES THAT
NEED PAINTING

Norton or Oberlin

Three homeowners in
Norton or Oberlin area
will be given the oppor- §
tunity to have the new
Heartland maintenance
free siding, or new re-
placement windows
applied to their home,
both, at a very low cost.
These amazing new
products have captured
the interest of
homeowners through-
out the United States,
who are fed up with
constant painting and
other maintenance
costs. They will last a
lifetime, and provide
great insulation both
summer and winter.
This product comes in
10 beautiful colors and
is now going to be in-
troduced to the Norton
or Oberlin market.
What a great way to up-
grade the value of your
property! Your home
can be a showplace in
your own neighbor-
hood, and we will make
it worth your while if we
can use your home.

1-800-673-1240

Call Toll-Free or write in.
Heritage Better
Homes
5936 S. Walden CT.
Aurora, CO 80016
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Color Guard when needed, some-
times in bad weather, and some-
times on short notice, but they are
there. They also help veteransin
need and supply ameeting placefor
any groupwantingaplacetogather.
They give scholarships and send
boystoBoysState. Theauxiliary is
there to help them aong with hav-
ingaPoppy Day wherepoppiesthat
are made by veteransfor veterans
benefitsaredistributed.

Thismonth, wegaveaprogramto
the sixth grade, letting them know
why we have Poppy Day and we
help many with many community
projectsor peoplein need.

| couldn’t begintothank everyone
who hel ped on those windy days of
Memoria weekend. Y ouknowwho
youare, especially theyoung people
who helped with the flags, also the
poppy girlswhoareour junior mem-
bers, and the community. | am sure
you will always remember your
contribution.

Asour auxiliary moves forward
with a new president, Laurene
Dempewolf, | will giveher my sup-
port aswell asall themembers. We
inviteall membersto beinvolved.

In closing, don't forget to say a

prayer for our troopswho are serv-
ing our country today. God Bless
America
PhyllisMetcalf, past president
American Legion Auxiliary

Jail escape
agreat read

TotheEditor:

This past week’ s story about the
jail escape was great, with lots of
details. | havereadittwicesofar. It
had agreat picture, too.

| likethelargepictures,“Fromthe
Record,” and“ Opinion Page,” also
Mary Lou’s (people) column. |
don’t always read the country col-
umns because | don’t know the
people.

| waswonderingwhy divorcesare
no longer listed in “From the
Record”?

Mary Smith
Oberlin

Keryis
Osama’s
enemy

TotheEditor:

My responseto the May 5 edito-
rial, “Would vote against Bush
make Osamathe winner?’, is late
since | receive the paper later here
in California. As an independent
voter, | must say that | completely
disagreewith you.

When Americaisspending most
of its manpower, resources, anc
money for “ Operation Iragi Free-
dom,” what’ sabetter way todistract
our focus on catching Osama bin
Laden and the real terrorists who
threaten our country?| would think
that Osamais quite delighted with
the Bush administration.

Our country wasledinto thewar
withlragunder fal sepretenses. Iraqg
wasneither athreattousnor didIraqg
have any linksin sponsoring inter-
national terrorism.

Prior to thewar, we had Saddam
Hussein contained with all of the
sanctions that were being imposec
upon him. Today, terrorists freely
crossthelragi border sincethereis
not enough manpower to securethe
borders. This must make Osama &
happy guy.

In my opinion, misleading our
nation into war isunforgivableand
certainpeoplemust behel daccount-
able.

Would a vote for Kerry make
Osamaaloser?Intheworld’ sopin-
ion, theanswer would beyes.

LyleE. Black
LosAngeles

Reader likes
Yesteryear

TotheEditor:
Ourfavoritefeaturesin TheOber -
linHeraldincludeEventsof Y ester-
year, obituaries, Out Back (Carolyn
Sue Kelley-Plotts), Peoplein Our
Community and news from sur-
rounding communities, especially
Rexford News. NO complaints.
We love The Oberlin Herald!
Keep up the good work!
Cleo Bastin
Elby and Edie (Bastin)
Adamson
Clay Center
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