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‘Acting’ presdent played
major rolein last century

The passing of former President Ronald
Reagan marks the end of an eraas surely as
didthefall of the Soviet Union.

Mr. Reagan cameto prominencewith® The
Speech,” anaccounting of theriseof commu-
nism and thethreat it posed to freedom.

The Speech catapulted the ex-actor into
prominence in Republican party circles and
among conservatives around the nation.

That notoriety inturnledhimtorunfor gov-
ernor of California, wheredespitecriesthat he
had no political experience, he won therace
against alegendary veteran pol, Assembly

Speaker Pat Brown.

Amassingacrediblerecordasgovernor, Mr.
Reagan becamein turn aviable candidate on
the national scene. He eventually won the
Republicannominationandwent ontowinthe

presidency.

A creatureof theCold War, hewasat home
pushing ahugedefensebudget and at thesame
timetalkingwith Soviet leaders. Whilesome
were surprised at thefall of communism, the
end of the Soviet empireand thedemiseof the
Berlin Wall, perhapsMr. Reagan was not.

Hisdetractorssaidhewastooold, too slow-
witted and too conservative. Though hecam-
pai gned for abalanced budget, heranup some

huge deficits.

But on hiswatch, the free nations did pre-

His contemporary, Margaret Thatcher,
former primeminister of Britainand afellow
conservative, saidof him, that Mr. Reagan has
abetter claim than anyone of having led the
FreeWorldtovictory inthe Cold War.

ThelronMaidenwasoneof hischief allies
inthat struggle, which shenoted, endedinvic-
tory without ashot being fired.

Some said Mr. Reagan simply spent the
Russiansintobankruptcy. Othersimpliedthat
thecommunist system, whichonceseemed so
formidable, hadrotted fromwithinandwould
havefallenno matter who had been president.

He was the only union president — he led

the Screen ActorsGuild— ever tooccupy the
White House, though the AFL-CIO may not
have supported him much.

In later years, the ex-president lived inin-

creasing obscurity as his Alzheimer’s grew

steadily worse.

From the vantage point of the next century,
his name harkens to a simpler time when
Americansknew whotheenemy wasandwho
thegood guyswere, atimewhen Republicans
stood for strong defense and smaller govern-
ment and movie heroes could realize the
American dream.

For a“B” list actor, Ronald Reagan played

pretty well. Few on the stage today could

vail and the Dark Empirefaded away.

|t's99 out: must besummer

It'sofficial! Summer ishere. No
matter that thecal endar may say the
20th of this month. It’s summer
when | say it’ ssummer.

Saturday, | sweltered and swested
while cleaning out the freezer. But
Sunday, | gaveinandcrankedupthe
air conditioning.

Speaking of cleaning out the
deep-freeze: why do | have nine
packages of hot dogs? Am | plan-
ning a county-wide wiener roast?
They wereprobably onsale. | know
they’ vebeenthereat |east ayear, so
they’re more than likely freezer-
burnedandwill tastelikecardboard.
Then, of course, they’ Il haveto be
thrown out, so how much did | re-
aly save?

| have given Jim strict orders to
not bring homeany morenonperish-
able food. He' s worse than | am
about buying in bulk just because
it' sagood bargain. | would venture
to guessthat, at thismoment, | have
seven German chocol atecakemixes
inthe pantry and 11 cans of ready-
made frosting. | don’t even LIKE
German chocolate cake. But it was
agood buy.

We have so much food in stock,
we should be ashamed. In case of
famine, cometoour place. Wecould
feedasmall thirdworld country out
of our cache.

—ob—

Recently | talked with the local
pool manager about Red Cross
swimming lessons. That reminded
meof childhood memoriesof learn-
ing to swim.

Thefarmtank, pondor creek was
where most country kidslearned to
swim, and | was no exception. We
livedtoofar fromthecreek, soitwas
thetank for me. | looked forwardto
theannual ritual at the beginning of
summer whenmy dadwouldroll the
bigwater tank out tohisshopto spot

match hisstature.

—SeveHaynes
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weld any holes that had appeared
over thewinter. Thenthetank would
berolled back toitsplaceat theend
of the water pipe, lowered into po-
sition and the pump turned on.

| could hardly wait until it filled.
My mother always warned me,
“Better wait until tomorrow when
it'shadachancetowarmupalittle.”

Wait? Areyou kidding? Assoon
asthewater reached thebottomring
onthetank, | jumpedin.

Are you familiar with the Polar
Bear Club?Thosecrazy peoplewho
hack aholeintheiceonthefirstday
of thenew year and jJump intheicy
water?| could qualify for member-
ship, becausethat’ sabout how cold
thewater wasin that tank after be-
ing pumped up from who knows
how many feet down in the depths
of theearth. But numbnesssetinfast
and you couldn’t give up after so
much anticipation. It's awonder |
didn’t diefrom hypothermia.

My dad’ sonerulewaswhenyou
were done swimming, you had to
walk roundand roundtheedgeof the
tank, to put the water into awhirl-
pool sothedirtyoudraggedintothe
tank would settleinthemiddle. He
didn’twantthewater al muddiedup
for thecows.

Swimming was freestyle, to be
sure. Moreof adog paddle, or float-
ing. That’ swhereour 4-H clubcame
in when | was about 9. Asaclub
safety project, itwasdecidedthat the

entire club would take Red Cross
swimming lessons.

| think our club originated the
“carpool” concept, although it
should have been “truckpool.” All
50membersof our clubmet at acen-
tral point. One of the fathers drove
hiscattletruck, compl etewith stock
racks, to the meeting point, put
down aramp and loaded us up like
calvesgoing to market.

This was before the days when
safety analyststook all the fun out
of life. We stood up to | et thewind
blow inour facesor sat downonthe
splinter-filled wooden floor of the
truck.

On arrival at the city pool, the
ramp would be lowered, and we
woulddisembark likewildmonkeys
let out of acage. | canonly imagine
what the city kids thought of that
whole scene.

Now you know where the term
“country bumpkin” camefrom.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye steadfast,
unmoveabl e, alwaysabound-
ing in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that
your laborisnotinvaininthe
Lord. | Corinthians15:58
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Water aIvvaysbrlngsasurprlse

Every year bringsafreshsurprise.

One year, the kitchen floor like
like ocean waves. Then the sewer
backed up. Another year, therewas
a broken pipe on the hot water
heater.

Thisyear it wasabroken pipein
the ceiling abovethekitchen.

Weloveour homeinCreede, high
in the Colorado mountains. It's
whereweraisedour children. Itwas
homewhilewewereputting out our
first paper, The Mineral County
Miner.

When we moved, we rented the
housefor awhile, thenweturnedthe
renters out and refurnished it with
thisand that.

Now, we go back every timewe
haveachance.

Of course, you don't just run up
to the cabin for the weekend when
thecabinis480milesand ninehours
away. You don't leave the heat on
inthe winter when thetemperature
getsto be 40 below, and that’ s be-
forethewind chill isadded.

So each fall, around the end of
October, we close the house. We
empty thehot water tank, turnoff the
water, unplug the dishwasher and
washing machine and the line that
runs the ice maker. The electricity
andphoneareturned off, theshades
drawn and thehousesitsempty and

Open Season
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alone until we return in the spring,
around Memorial Day.

That' swhenwefindthesurprises.

Last year, we had had the water
linereplaced. Whenwearrived, we
found that the new line had frozen.
The sewer had also frozen, so we
werein apickle on both ends. The
city got bothworking, and wewere
in businessfor another summer.

Several years ago, we got aleak
in the water line that feeds theice
maker intherefrigerator.

Whenwewalkedintothekitchen,
the linoleum was in waves from
wheretheflooring had swollenand
buckled.

That was amost as much fun as
thenew water line.

Thisyear, we hoped the new wa-
ter line and cutoff would work like
itwassupposedto, anditdid. Steve
put the big iron key into the eight-
foot hole to the water shutoff and

turned.

We had water coming out of the
faucetswehadleft openinthefall. |
started turning off faucets, but there
wasstill water running.

Then it started raining in the
kitchen. Water was coming out of
thetop of my cabinets and through
theceiling around thelight fixture.

This was not good. | yelled at
Steve, whoturnedthewater off anc
called the plumber.

Ron, theplumber and general fix-
it man, was on our doorstep in less
than 30 minutes and spent the next
hour finding the broken pipe and
making emergency repairs.

Wemopped upthemess, just glad
nothing wasruined.

But, now the water ison and the
hot water tank isfull. Tomorrow, |
cantake ashower and tonight | can
washthedishes.

Lifeisgood.

Hep needed tosaveour pool

L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Asl am suremost of the Decatur
community knows, theOberlinpool
has sprung aleak or leaksand is at
thetimeof thiswriting ... empty.

The city crew has pulled up the
cement near the diving boards and
dug at least 10feet downin order to
find the broken pipes. After repair-
ingthepipes, it wasdiscovered that
the pool still was not holding water
and blueprints of the pool were
rushedtoan aguaticscompany inan
attempt to discover the problem.

The aquatics company believes
that theleak may beinthedrainsand
variousfix-it possibilitiesarebeing
discussedtotry tofindarapid solu-
tion.

Because of our empty pool, | am
already seeing changesin our com-
munity. Usually at thistime, | see
kidscarryingtowelsontheir way to
spend the afternoon at the pool,
soakinginthesun, spending excess
energy and then walking home
again. Now | see kids walking
around in little groups, looking for
something to do, searching for
something to use up their energy,
someway to entertain themselves.

Thesearereally good kids, some
of the best in the world, but if they
are left without a release for their
energy, their boredom could turn
into problems for this entire com-
munity. Evenif our kidsdonot give
intoundesirableformsof entertain-
ment, they might betemptedto pile
intoacar toheadfor amuddy swim-
ming hole. We al know that good
times have been had at ponds and
quarries, but many adrowning has
occurred thereaswell.

Ouryoung peoplemight alsofind
someone old enough to drive and
head off innumberstoanother town
toswim. They say it takesavillage
toraiseachild, but if our kids are
aways heading off to another vil-
lage, whoisgoingtoinformthepar-
entswhenthosekidsarenot making
wisedecisions?Our kidsare some-
what protected here; they are not
protectedin other towns.

Speaking of other towns, our
Oberlinswimteam hasbeenforced
to beg the McCook Swim Team to
allow ustoswimwiththem, but our
team is only getting three days of
practiceaweek instead of five. If our
pool stays dry, our young mothers
will be forced to take their kids to
M cCook for swimminglessonsand
forfamily timeat theM cCook pool.
Weall know what happens on out-
ingstoMcCook —thelureof Wal-
Mart, the lure of cheaper gas, the

lureof eatingoutinMcCookinstead
of in Oberlin, the lure of shopping
for that birthday present for Grand-
ma in McCook rather than in our
hometown.

For apersonwhoalready hasrea-
sons to be in McCook, shopping
temptations can becomeespecially
hard to ignore. If we do not have a
pool in our town, wewill lose even
moreof our economy toM cCook or
Norton. Our downtown already has
too many empty windows the way
itis.

Some of our college kids come
back home in the summer to life-
guard and manage the pool. With
fewer jobs, the odds are that our
youthwill stayintheir collegetowns
and spend money there instead of
here.

Kidsthat comefrom other towns
to visit Grandma and Grandpa al-
most alwaysspendalittletimeat the
poal . . . imagine their disappoint-
ment and boredom. Imagine the
overtime our police (city and
county) might haveto putin corral-
ling bored young people. Decatur
County would like to lure young
familiestotown. Without apool that
becomes next to impossible. The
guestionisnot canweaffordapool;
itis, actually, canwe afford tolose
our pool?

A while back the city council
formed a Pool Commission, of
which | am a member. The com-
mission’ sjobisnot for maintenance
or management of thepool buttoact
asanadvisory panel for makingrec-
ommendationsfor thefuture of the
Oberlinswimmingpool. Itisaware
that the poal is post-World War |1
andthat thepool sof thesameagein
Atwood and McCook have serious
problems, with McCook already
replacingtheir pool and Atwood at-
tempting to raise money in order to
replace theirs after fixing many
leaks.

The Oberlin Pool Commission
had hoped that our pool would last
threeto 10 moreyearssowewould
havetimeto raise money for anew
pool, but we are not surethat isgo-
ing to happen. We are now at the
stageof forming committeesinclud-
ing public relations, fund-raising,
volunteers, technical and graphic
design, andweareaskingfor volun-
teers.

Duetothecurrent situation, rais-

ing money isevenmoreurgent than
before. If you would like to volun-
teer to help, please call Terese
Shaughnessy at (785) 475-3032.
The commission is now set up tc
accept donati onsto the pool fund at
the Chamber office. The donations
will be tax-deductible but must be
earmarked for the Decatur County
Pool Fund.

Y ou’ve probably noticed that
throughout this letter | have been
saying, “Decatur County,’ rather
thanjust” Oberlin”. Thestateof our
pool affects more than just the
peopleliving intown; it affectsthe
entirecounty. City and county must
work together on thisone, any way
we can, volunteering or donating.
One way or another, we sink or
swimtogether.

Anna Seeber Shaw
Oberlin

PS: When fall sports start, our
coaches and physical education
teachers usually schedule swim-
ming. Our pool helps our kids stay
in shape through the summer, bet-
teringour fall sportsteams. Inatime
of rising childhood obesity, our kids
seemtobestayinginshape. | believe
that the swimming pool is a good
part of our secret.

Theswimming pool isnotjust for
our kids, though. For yearsnow, lap
swimming and low-impact water
aerobicshave enhanced thequality
of life for many adults. For quite e
few who exercise faithfully at the
pool each summer, jogging or bike
riding justisnot an option. Quality
of lifeaswe matureisimportant tc
all of us, economically aswell as
physicaly.

Pleasevolunteer tosaveour pool.

( write )

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by e-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted
totheWant Ad desk.




