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will honor
military
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‘04 hillsboro steel
FLAT BED,

BEAVERTAIL

Only $4,995.00

‘04 hillsboro stock
trailer 20’ Tandem axle

Only $5,995.00

Only $8,200.00

‘91 buick park ave.

local, power options,
runs great

Only $1,990.00

                       4 door,
rear h/ac, only 60 k miles

Only $7,995.00

‘00 chevrolet k1500

extended cab, 4x4,
automatic, 60k miles

Only $15,900.00

‘99 ford ranger

auto, 4x4, xlt,
70k miles, long box

Only $8,900.00

‘04 Hillsboro
aluminum

Only $13,995.00

Frank Bryant  308-345-5587Does Your Car Need Service?
Factory Trained Technicians

25’ tandem axle center gate

‘04 hillsboro stock
trailer 24’ Tandem axle

double gates, undercoat 24’, 10 yr. warranty, double wall

‘98 dodge grand
 caravan se

308-345-3350     1-800-294-3350

Late Victorian, 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-story home with wrap-around porch showcases
wide original woodwork, high ceilings, stained glass window, old-fashioned parlor,
formal dining room and double-car garage. Updates include large secluded master
suite with new bath and spacious walk-in closet; floor coverings and central air/
heat.

Johnson Realty, Inc.
Roberta Johnson, Broker – Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker

Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate

109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

Call us today about our newly listed homes!
Office — 785-475-2785

Lynn’s Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’s Mobile  785-475-7156
Marcia Lohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521

Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963 David Juenemann 785-687-4845
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

JUNE SPECIALS!

This tastefully decorated family home has 3 bedrooms on main level and 2 bed-
rooms, bath and family room at the walk-out lower level. The efficient kitchen in-
cludes stove, dishwasher and deep-freeze. Other amenities include lots of storage,
main-level utility room, outside newly painted, cement patio, hot tub, back yard
chain link fence and storage shed.

CHECKING THE DAMAGE, Oberlin police officer
Scott Zeigler looked inside a Ford Explorer after a head-on
collision early Sunday north of town on U.S. 83. Under-

sheriff Michael French said the driver, Brock Rule, 23, was
taken to the hospital for treatment, then charged with driv-
ing under the influence.     — Herald staff photo by Steve Haynes

Man scratched in head-on with semi rig
A 23-year-old Oberlin man was arrested for

drunk driving early Sunday morning after he
drove his 1995 Ford Explorer head-on into a
semi truck on U.S. 83 north of Oberlin.

Undersheriff Michael French said Brock
Rule was driving south on U.S. 83 from
McCook around 1:30 a.m. Sunday when he
crossed the center line and drove into a 1998
Peterbuilt driven by Matthew Christensen,
Phillipsburg.

The impact ripped the left front wheel off
Mr. Rule’s 1995 Ford Explorer, peeling off the
fender and the outside of the driver’s door. It
also knocked the semi’s front axle loose, fold-
ing up both front wheels.

Mr. Rule, who was alone, suffered only some
minor cuts. The undersheriff said an ambulance
took him to the Decatur County Hospital for
treatment. After that, he was taken to the county
jail and put on the Intoxillizer. The undersher-
iff said his blood alcohol tested .162, more than
twice the legal limit of .08.

He was cited for driving under the influence
and released. His father came and picked him up.

Mr. Christensen refused medical attention. He
said he had picked up a load of plastic pipe in
Ulysses on Saturday and was headed to Mon-
tana. His truck wound up in the west ditch.

Witnesses who had been following Mr. Rule
said they saw sparks after the impact as the truck

skidded along on its frame. They were able to
avoid the wreckage, however, and stopped to
aid the drivers.

Response was slowed by the fact that their
cell phones connected to a Nebraska tower.
McCook dispatch sent firemen and paramed-
ics, who eventually found the scene nine miles
north of Oberlin, but about four miles south of
the state line. By that time, a Decatur County
ambulance and police officer  Scott Zeigler had
arrived.

Undersheriff French said it looked like the
driver had been so intoxicated he drove right
for the truck’s headlights. The rig was owned
by J&S Trucking out of Texas.

Contests
highlight
primary

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
 Decatur County voters will help

decide three races during the pri-
mary election Tuesday, Aug. 3, for
county commissioner, state repre-
sentative and state senator.

Noon Thursday was the deadline
for candidates to file for the primary.

The only race for Decatur County
office is for county commissioner
for the 2nd District. Incumbent
Ralph Unger is running for re-elec-
tion to the seat, which he has held for
the last 30 years.

Last Wednesday, Phillip Lahman
filed for the seat. Both are running
on the Republican ticket. Mr. Lah-
man, who lives in Oberlin, has filed
petitions against an increase in
school taxes for the last two years

Incumbent John Faber and Doug
Sebelius, the county attorney in
Norton County, are both seeking the
Republican seat for state represen-
tative in a rematch of a race Mr.
Faber won two years ago.

The winner of the primary will
meet Democrat Bob Strevey of
Norcatur on Tuesday, Nov. 2 in the
general election. He was the Demo-
crat in the race two years ago also.

Dan Rasure of Goodland, a recent
college graduate who just com-
pleted an internship with Congress-
man Jerry Moran, and Ralph Ost-
meyer, a state representative from
Grinnell, are both seeking the Re-
publican nomination for the 40th
District Senate seat.

The winner of the primary elec-
tion will meet Tim Peterson, a
Democrat from Monument. Mr.
Peterson is a farmer in Logan
County and is the vice-chair of the
Kansas Agricultural Remediation
Board.

Other county officers who filed
for re-election are Marilyn Horn,
county clerk; Ken Badsky, sheriff;
Judy Gaumer, register of deeds;
Jean Hale, treasurer; John Bremer,
magistrate judge; Steve Hirsch,
county attorney; and Doyle Brown,
commissioner in the 3rd District. All
are unopposed.

Woman
protests
book tab
$100 ‘too much’
for county book

A Decatur County woman asked
county commissioners Tuesday
about redeeming a certificate she
received when she purchased her
history book in October 1981.

Roxie Pomeroy said she got a cer-
tificate, which she taped inside her
book, to redeem a second book. At
the time, she didn’t want two, she
said, but now she knows several
people who would like a book but
can’t afford it.

The books came from Craftsman
Printers in Lubbock, Texas. Around
24 years ago, a committee got to-
gether and started to collect infor-
mation about the county for the
book. It was published in 1983.

Recently, County Clerk Marilyn
Horn received a call from the print-
ing company. They were cleaning
out the warehouse and found about
600 Decatur County books. The
company shipped them to the
county without a fee.

The commissioners decided they
would sell the book as a fund raiser.
They talked about price, knowing
that at first, the books were sold for
$55 and then later for $75.

Mrs. Pomeroy, a county dis-
patcher, said she thought the com-
missioners should cut the price of
the books, which they set at $100.
She said people can’t afford that
much, and the book it too important
to put it out of the price range for
ordinary people.

She said she bought her book for
$36 and had the receipt taped inside
the book to prove it. That price was
for people who ordered before pub-
lication, she said.

Earlier in the meeting, Chief Dis-
patcher Jeanne Pachner said she
thought the history books were
priced too high. She said $100 is
keeping the books out of the hands
of those living on Social Security or
on a fixed budget.

Mrs. Pomeroy said she knows
someone who really wants a history
book, but can’t afford it. She said she
would like to get an extra book and
give it to this person.

The books didn’t cost the county
anything, she pointed out. The print-
ing company found the books and
shipped them to the county free of
charge.

Commissioner Ralph Unger said
they hadn’t heard of the gift certifi-
cates before. What if there are 600
gift certificates? he asked.

Commissioner Doyle Brown said
maybe they need to talk with Neoma
Tacha or Dottie Lotker, who were
on the book committee, to see if they
know anything about the certifi-
cates.

The commissioners didn’t make
any decisions.

For the Fourth of July, The Ober-
lin Herald plans to honor the men
and women who are serving their
country in the armed forces with a
special section that will be printed
at the end of June.

To do this, we need your help.
Managing Editor Kimberly Brandt
said the paper would like to run a
short story on each active service
member from the county or with ties
to the county. To do that, we need
people with relatives in the armed
forces to call in or stop by the office.

The section will not only honor
the troops, but celebrate American
freedom.

Ms. Brandt asks the families of
the men and who serve our country
to call (785) 475-2206 with infor-
mation or send in a summary to 170
S. Penn Ave. Oberlin, KS 67749.

The staff would like to run some
information about each person with
a picture, either a face shot or a photo
in uniform or involved in some mili-
tary activity.

The deadline to get military per-
sonnel included in the section is
Monday.

Commissioners meet
with ambulance crew

Decatur County commissioners
scheduled a special meeting Mon-
day night to allow members of the
county emergency medical service
to air complaints or problems to the
them and the ambulance director.

At the commission meeting last
Tuesday, Dave Eskew, who is mar-
ried to Karen Eskew, a member of
the service, had a list of complaints
from the crew. Mr. Eskew is not a
member of the service.

Commissioner Doyle Brown said
they should hold a meeting to allow
volunteers to come forward so that
the problems could be resolved.

Some of the complaints included:
the ambulance director seldom be-
ing in the office, why the locks to the
ambulance barn were changed with-
out giving out keys, starting intrave-
nous drips in town, training classes
and going out to watch storms in-

stead of working. The list was
around five pages long.

Commissioner Ralph Unger said
from the contacts he has gotten, it
seems there isn’t a lot of communi-
cation between the director and the
emergency medical technicians.

The issue needs to be addressed,
said Mr. Brown, outside of a regu-
lar commissioner meeting. The best
time for the volunteers is evenings
during the week, said Ambulance
Director Patrick Pomeroy.

He said he only received the list
about 15 minutes before the meet-
ing, or he would have had a chance
to answer some of the questions.

The commissioners agreed to
hold a meeting at 7 p.m. Monday at
the ambulance barn in Oberlin. All
volunteers were to be invited.

Mr. Unger suggested that an invi-
tation be mailed out.

Internet
tonight!

475-2206


