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Listen to KFNF and the
MidAmerica Ag Network

With individual reports from
 area elevators and

Larry Steckline
 as he tracks wheat harvest

through Kansas and
Southwest Nebraska.

Your
Ag News

 Connection

HOME  DECORATOR®

LATEX FLAT  WALL
PAINT

• Better quality
• Good hiding
• Durable,
   washable
• For living rooms,
   dining rooms,
   bedrooms

$14.99
Latex Eggshell

$18.99
Latex

Satin Gloss
Enamel

$1399

Home Planning Center
180 South Penn, Oberlin — 785-475-2325

per gal.

More than four generations of farmers have trusted Farmers Mutual Hail.
That’s just one reason we’re the respected leader in the industry. Want

more reasons? Call your local Farmers Mutual Hail agent.

Look For The Cloud

Farmers Mutual Hail Insurance Company

Decatur County Title & Abstract Co.
We sell Crop Insurance you can depend on.

181 S. Penn — Oberlin, Kan. 67749
Phone: 785-475-2381 — Fax: 785-475-3556

Highway 36   Oberlin, Kansas
Phone 785-475-3638

Large Single Topping
pizza for

Open Daily
11 A.M.

Welcome to our Hut!

$699

✰ Special This Week ✰

Carry Out Only

WARD DRUG STORE
                      Kurt Vollertsen
142 S. Penn, Oberlin - 785-475-2285  1-800-698-5757

Ask us about the New Medicare drug plan
We accept most prescription plans including:

• Together RX Cards
• Share Cards

• Lilly Answer Cards

See us for your fertilizer and chemical needs.

Decatur          Assn. Crop Production
East Hwy 36 — 785-475-3514

Oberlin— Jennings —Kanona —Herndon
Ludell — Danbury, NE — Edmond

Gorman  Tarps

Harvest is Near

 475-8919
(888) ROL-TARP

Call NOW to Schedule!

What
condition is
your tarp in?

Harvest Countdown
$100 in spendable scrip money!

Thank you to all participating businesses!

19th ANNUAL

First Load

Decatur                Assn.
 Oberlin — Jennings — Kanona — Herndon

Ludell — Danbury, NE — Edmond

Hansen-Mueller
Oberlin — Cedar Bluffs

Participating elevators are:

THE FIRST AND SECOND LOADS of wheat arrived
at the Decatur Co-op on Friday afternoon. Co-op em-
ployee Jack Brown (left) helped Paul Tally empty his
truck. The wheat belonged to Dale Soderlund.
                                                                               — Photo by Cynthia Haynes
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Your Home-Owned Independent Insurance Agency
183 S. Penn — Oberlin, Kan.

785-475-3883 or 1-800-321-5063

See us for all your insurance needs

Fredrickson
Insurance Agency

* Life * Auto * Crop

* Estate Planning * Multi Peril

* Fire * Rental Insurance

“We sell insurance but specialize in service!”

For All Your Harvest Needs...
With our store you
get  more room,
greater selection,
new products and
expanded services.

Pick up your favorite
deli sandwiches, cold
drinks, ice, fresh
fruit, snacks, beer,
lottery tickets, money
orders... anything you
need for that fast,
hectic pace of harvest.
Fresh Daily Bakery

Delicious goodies
fresh daily. Breads,
pies, sweet treats. All
your favorites.

The only thing that
stays the same
is our friendly

hometown service.

Stop in to shop today!

RAYE’S GROCERY
119 W. COMMERCIAL-OBERLIN    (785) 475-2952

Hot Meals to Go

Personalized
     Grain Merchandising
         Service
           There when you need us

Hansen-Mueller Co., Oberlin is ready to give bids and
offers on wheat, corn, milo, and beans. For specialty crops,
call for a quote. At Hansen-Mueller, we are dedicated to
providing personalized service and an individualized
approach to grain merchandising. Utilizing the latest
technology, we provide full service grain merchandising
throughout the world.

For Feed Yard Offers: For Elevator Bids:

JP Worcester Bill Gotchall
800-383-6736 785-475-3116

126 N. Penn — Oberlin, Kansas — (785) 475-3833

ON-THE-FARM
Inspection

Call early for details or
to make an appointment.

Southwest
Implement

1-800-794-9550

Harvest  TimeHarvest  Time
Combine Parts & Service

Wishing everyone a bountiful harvest

Attorneys at Law

STEVEN W. HIRSCH
PRESTON A. PRATT

Licensed in Nebraska & Kansas
• GENERAL PRACTICE
• ESTATE PLANNING

• WILLS • TRUSTS
• PROBATE

124 S. Penn — Oberlin, Kansas — 785-475-2296

Su
nd

ae
s
Regular Small $1.10  now 90¢

Regular Large $1.30 now $1.00

Phone 475-2661   — Oberlin –  Toll Free 1-800-794-3784
Service and value are the cornerstones of our business.

Family-owned / operated since 1906

We now accept these cards for your convenience:

Special for this week

149 S. Penn – Oberlin, Kan.  (785) 475-2331

Joe and Regina Stanley, owners

$1597
gal.

• One Coat
• Excellent Adhesion
• Easy Water Clean-Up
• 20 Year Warranty

by Supermix Premium
Exterior Latex Flat

House Paint

Reg. 21.99

Roller Chains & Bearings for all Makes

213 S. Penn      Oberlin
(785) 475-2254

is stocked up
for harvest

with all your
Gleaner

Combine Parts.

Decatur County Implement

Harvest
Countdown

$100 in spendable scrip money!

Thank you all  sponsors!

Extension Lines
By Brian Olson
Extension Agronomist

This year has definitely been a
tough one for wheat fields in the
area. The drought plus the freeze has
been a one-two punch against high
wheat yields.

Because of the short, thin wheat,
farmers will have to make sure their
combines are set properly to maxi-
mize harvest.

Below is an abbreviated list of tips
from Randy Taylor and Mark
Schrock, K-State research and ex-
tension ag engineers, on how to set
combines when using a conven-
tional header:

• Tilt the cutter bar up so the skid
plates are exposed.

• Check the gas charge of the
header accumulator.

• Level the header from side to
side.

• Adjust reel speed to slightly
faster than ground speed.

• Tines may need to be covered
with plywood to form a solid bat in
extremely short wheat.

• Make sure all knives are sharp
and not broken.

• Finger timing should be adjusted
for later extension of the fingers.

• Driving too fast will drag the
crop under the cutter bar before it is
cut.

• Fan settings and sieve openings
should be set so they are not blow-
ing lightweight wheat out.

Another option when cutting
short wheat is to use a stripper
header, which will keep more of the
residue available in the field as
standing stubble.

Set combine to ensure
maximum cutting

In addition, farmers will have to
stay on top of the ripening process
and cut right away when the wheat
is mature. The shattering potential
for ripe wheat will likely increase for
all varieties due to the freeze, which
may have slightly damaged the con-
nection of the berry to the spikelet.
As the wheat fills, it becomes
heavier, and a weakened connection
to the spikelet could cause a ripe
kernel to shatter easier.

J.P. Michaud, K-State entomolo-
gist at the Hays research station, has
been recording high numbers of
wheat head armyworm moths.
However, currently there is no eco-
nomic threshold where the number
of wheat head armyworms justifies
application of an insecticide. If there
is damage, it will likely be similar to
last year with wheat harvested ear-
lier, typically of poorer quality and
having the most damage, especially
from areas on the field margins.

A complete and more detailed list
entitled “Harvesting Tips for Short,
Thin Wheat” can be picked-up at the
local extension office or down-
loaded from www.oznet.ksu.edu/
agronomy-block2 under the section
“Production and Pests.”

Brian Olson is extension agrono-
mist for Decatur, Gove, Norton,
Sheridan, and Trego counties. E-
mail bolson@oznet.ksu.edu if you
have any questions or would like to
see a newspaper article on a specific
crop production topic. For more
information, contact the county ex-
tension office, 475-8121.

Home Time
By Tranda Watts

Multi-county Extension Agent

Introducing 

ÒUFS 
 
 

Money Market Account 

0.95% APY* 
for balances of $0 - $1,499** 

 
 

For more information, call 
Pam Pennington at: 

 
800-365-0070 

 
*Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are effective as of June 9, 2004, are 
variable and subject to change daily.  You must maintain a minimum 
balance of $1,499.99 or less to earn 0.95% APY; $1,500-$4,999.99 to 
earn 0.95% APY; $5,000-$24,999.99 to earn 2.01% APY; $25,000 or 
greater to earn 2.01% APY.  Fees may reduce earnings. 
 
MetLife Bank, N.A, Member FDIC  L03073691(exp0704)MLB-LD 

It’s wheat harvest time in Kansas,
and the hectic pace makes it easy to
forget about safety. Sound personal
judgment, or a lack of it, will play a
major role in whether or not the 2004
harvest is completed safely.

Consider these tips for maintain-
ing safety during harvest:

• Recognize hazards. Make sure
that anyone operating the combine
has been trained to use it and is
aware of potential hazards. Review
the operator’s manual and warning
decals ahead of harvest.

• Keep current with routine ma-
chinery maintenance. Make sure all
safety shields and guards are in
place before harvest begins. Keep
up with routine lubrication, and
check belts and chains regularly.

• Before approaching machinery
for maintenance or inspection, make
sure it’s shut down with the engine
off, the key is removed, and all mov-
ing parts have stopped completely.

• Keep bystanders away from har-
vesting equipment, and never allow
extra  riders. One seat means one
rider.

• Share the road. When it is nec-
essary to move heavy, slow-moving
equipment on public roads, try to

pick a time with light traffic flow to
minimize contact with traffic. Fol-
low all traffic laws, and make sure
all the safety lights work properly
and safety reflectors are visible to
other motorists. Always use a Slow
Moving Vehicle emblem on ve-
hicles that travel less than 25 miles
per hour.

• Be physically and mentally pre-
pared before operating the combine
or truck. Fatigue, stress,and worry
can impair the ability to make ratio-
nal decisions.

• Practice safe work habits all the
time. Set a good example for others
to follow.

It takes time to prevent accidents,
but it takes only seconds for a farm
accident to happen. Farmers can do
their part to make this year’s harvest
accident free. Plan ahead; think
safety first.

Tranda Watts is Kansas State
University extension specialist in
food, nutrition, health and safety for
Decatur, Gove, Norton, Sheridan,
and Trego counties. Call her at 785-
443-3663 or e-mail twatts@oz-
net.ksu.edu. For more information,
contact the county extension office,
475-8121.

Harvest  wheat  safely


