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ON MAIN STREET last Wednesday, Sarah Ruf helped lifeguards. Thethree girlstook the opportunlty to makea
paint a planter box brown with the help of her fellow littlemoney painting.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt
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Purchase a new Cell Phone for Father’'s Day
and get $10.00 off any Cellular Accessory
TRY A FLIP PHONE LIKE THE MoTOROLA T720
OR THE ToucH T0 TALK, Kyocera 3250

SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY ﬁlltEl

107 E. Main, Norton, KS 67654
785-874-4718 AUTHORIZED
TOLL FREE 866-944-5225 AGENT

Firewood For Sale

Cut, dry and moveable sections
$25 pick-up load

785-475-1100
VAN'S TREE SERVICE

IT°S NO SECRET
IT SOUNDS BEST

THE BEST IN KANSAS
LIVE & LOCAL ALL DAY
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ByBrian Olson

Extension Agronomlst)

Pastur&sneed care
duringdroughts

Pastures around the area are
showingsignsof different manage-
ment practices.

Some stockmen have decided to
take their cattle off early, reduce
stocking pressure, or grazing pas-
tures in rotation a reduced rate,
whichisgood.

Others decided to keep stocking
rates well above capacity. In these
pastures, ground cover hasbeenre-
duced to the point that you can see
more ground than grass, which is
scary.

Native pastures can be over-
grazed for ashort time, and aslong
asthereisrainandanendtotheover-
grazing, they will come back with
little damage. The problemis, with
theexception of last spring, that for
three to four years the area has re-
ceived littlerain.

Frasses in native pastures have
been unable to rebuild nutrient re-
servesneededinthecrownandroots
for healthy growth. Plants are less
vigorous and more easily succumb
to stress.

Stockmen need to manage their
pastures now in order to avoid ma-
jor damage in later years. Unlike
row crops, pastures do not respond
andimprovewithrain. Instead, less
desirable annual weeds will likely
invade native pastureswhen mois-
tureisavailable, inhibiting grasses
from forming agood cover.

Overgrazingnat causeanincrease
inlessdesirablegrassesaswell. As

dry conditions continue, palatable
grasses are constantly overgrazed
by hungry cattle. This provides an
advantage to the less palatable
grasses, which allows them to
spread and prosper.

Becauseof thedrought, therehas
been much drought-stressed corn
andgrainsorghum, alongwithsome
freeze-damagedwheat, baledinthe
area. However, if stockmen need
forage, the K-State Research and
Extension-Kansas Farm Bureau
Hay and Forage Message Board is
available. There have been afew
improvements, such as sorting
needsandavailableforageby areas.
Thismessageboard allowsproduc-
erswho haveforageto contact those
who need it.

AlinktotheHay and ForageMes-
sageBoardisat theweb site: http://
www.oznet.ksu.edu/agronomy-
block2/, along with a paper from
Paul Ohlenbusch, former K-State
grazing land specialist, “Pasture
Management Before, During, and
AftertheDrought” whichislocated
under the Productionand Pesticon.

BrianOlsonisKansasStateUni-
versity extension agronomist for
Decatur, Gove, Norton, Sheridan,
and Trego counties. E-mail
bolson@oznet.ksu.edu if you have
any questionsor wouldliketo seea
newspaper articleonaspecificcrop
production topic. For more infor-
mation, contact the county exten-
sion office, 475-8121.

Expenence the drama of one of our country’s most exciting adventures as we

commemorate the LEWIS AND CLARK BICENTENNIAL in Kansas. Three
weeks of living history reenactments, live entertainment, food vendors,
speakers and demonstrations, Native cultures, parades and fireworks in
historic communities along the Missouri River in northeast Kansas!

June 25-27 “Meeting at Kaw Point: A Convergence of Waters and Cultures”—
Kansas City, Kansas

July 2-4 “Heart of America: A Journey Fourth”—Leavenworth

~and Atchison, Kansas—A National Signature Event

of the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial

July 9-11 Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Commemoration—
White Cloud, Kansas

For more information: kslewisandclark@charter.net
1-800-2KANSAS www.lewisandclarkinkansas.com

KPALC64

Wagner Ford/Mercury/Toyota
oh/adv
4x 13
ad sent to GDN



