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AT DECATUR CO-OP Friday afternoon, Paul Tally (right) wheat was emptied out of the truck and into the hopper for

and Jack Brown watched as the the summer’ sfirst load of transfertoa grainbin.

— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

First wheat rollsin early, light

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Wheat harvest started Friday in
Decatur County, with one farmer
fivemilesnorthand 4 1/2 mileswest
of Oberlinbringing thefirst load to
the Decatur County Co-op at 3:56
p.m..

As reports that someone had
started to cut reached downtown,
Paul Tally wasbringing inthefirst
load of Dale Soderlund’ swhest.

The Oberlin Herald and area
businesses sponsored the annual
Harvest Countdown againthisyear.
Thethreewho guessed closesttothe
timethefirstloadwould bebrought

inwill win atotal of $100 in scrip
money. Thefirst-placewinner will
receive $50, second place $35 and
third $15.

Winners will be announced in
next week’ s paper.

Since the first load has been
broughtin, theCo-opinOberlinhas
received 25,000 bushels over the
weekend, said arepresentative.

Testweightshavebeenaveraging
around57 poundsper bushel, alittle
light. Sixty pounds per bushel is
considered agood weight.

Althoughitisstill alittleearly to
tell what kind of yieldstherewill be,

reportsof 10 to 30 bushelsper acre
have been heard.

Truckscontinuedtocomeintothe
co-op on Monday, but therewasno
steady traffic yet.

Only afew loadshave comein at
Norcatur Grain. Manager Cody
Richards said they had one small
load on Friday afternoon and then
got afew in over theweekend.

Sofar, he said, thewheat |ooked
asbad asthey thought it was going
to, but hedidn’ t haveany figuresyet.

Although part of the county re-
celvedasprinklingrecently, hesaid,
the Norcatur areadidn’t get any of

it. Mr. Richardssaidthestart of har-
vest has been slow because some
fieldsaren’t ready and some of the
farmersaren't either.

Toget ready for harvest, he said,
they havebeentidyinguptheeleva-
tor, which can hold 635,000 bush-
elsat total capacity.

Onceharvest getsintofull swing,
he added, they will start having
longer hoursas needed.

InTraer, at D& S Grain, arepre-
sentativesaidtherehadn’t beenany
cutting asof midafternoonMonday,
but therehad been sometal k of start-
ing that night or on Tuesday .

reviSt

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Residents at the Decatur Good
Samaritan Center reminisced
about their weddings during the
bridal teaon Friday.

Amy Carman played wedding
music on her guitar and sang.
Anita Hirsch sang while her
daughter Jennifer accompanied
her on the piano.

LisaStacey, assistant activities
director at the center, asked the
women if they remembered the
flowersfromtheir weddings. She
said she had alstromariain her
bridal bouquet. Mrs. Stacey said
they arethe “1'll still marry you
flowers,” whichiswhat thename
soundslike.

Administrator Janice Shobe
said shehad daisesinher bouquet.

“When| think of daises, | think
of innocence,” said Mrs. Stacey.

One of themost popular flower
touseinweddingstoday islilies.

Activity Director Jan Badsky
said shehasnoti ced that daughters
or brides look for men to marry
who have some of thesamequali-
tiesastheir fathers.

She said sons or grooms |ook
for some of the same qualities of
their mom.

An important part of the wed-
dingisthevows, saidMrs. Stacey.

Elders|

weddings
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Sheread thestandard vows, which
she said brought back memories.
She said it isimportant for the
bride and groom to understand the
commitment they are making be-
forethey gotothealtar. Mrs. Stacey
said after talkingtomay of theresi-
dents, she knows that they took
their vowsseriously. For many, she
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ARITAN CENTER, AnitaHirsch
shesaidwaslikeaprayer whiledaughter Jennifer accompanied her onthepiano. Thecen-
ter helda“bridal tea” Friday for theresidents.

said, it really was*“till death do us
part.”

At theend of the ceremony, she
said, itistimetokissbrideandthen
the couple is presented to the
guests. Mrs. Stacey said oneof the
most important parts of the wed-
dingistoinclude God.

Attheendof thetea, Mrs. Hirsch

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

é\ng awedding song which

sangasongthat shesaidwaslikea
prayer.

A silk cake decorated in roses,
which was given to the late Lena
Simpson by agranddaughter, Patty
Amici of LasVegas, isondisplay
inthechinacupboard at thecenter.

Wedding cake and punch were
servedtoall.

In the last week, Decatur
County Relay for Life walkers
have sold over 400 luminariesin
honor of cancer survivorsandvic-
tims.

Sarah Fredrickson, chair-
woman for the event, said so far
amost 900 luminarieshavebeen
sold, butanyonecanstill purchase
themuptothestart of theevent at
7p.m.onFriday at thehighschool
track. Shesaidtheir goal is1,000.

Theplanistotaketheluminar-

Volunteerstowalk
1t away on Friday

iesandnot only encircletheinner
loop of thetrack, but theouter one
too.

Eachluminary, madewithapa
per sack, a candle and sand for
weight, costs $10.

Mrs. Fredrickson said around
9:30p.m.,thosewhowant tolight
theluminariesof their friendsand
family members can do so. Vol-
unteers will do the rest. By 10
p.m., al will belitand thenames

(SeeWALKERSon Page 10A)

City keeps
well rights

126th Y ear, Number 24

for future

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Oberlin has three wells that are
not hooked into the municipal sys-
tem, but are part of the water rights
owned by thecity.

ThethreeareNo. 6, whichissouth
of therailroad tracksandishighin
nitrates; No. 5, whichisby the city
shop and is contaminated by afuel
spill; and the Cochran irrigation
well, whichiseast of thewasteplant
and hasnot beentiedintothesystem.

All of thewells, said City Admin-
istrator Gary Shike, are metered by
the state Division of Water Re-
sources. The city actually has the
meters, he said, but the state can
comeget the data.

All of the wells have to be used,
hesaid. If they aren’t used withina
three-year period, then the city
wouldhavetoretirethewater rights.

Thisyear, hesaid, water fromNo.
6 hasbeenusedtowet downtherace
track at the county fairground. Last
year, said Mr. Shike, water for the
race track came out of No. 5. The
race crew pumpswater into atruck
and haulsit tothetrack.

The city has lost water rightsto
wellsbefore. Mr. Shikesaidthecity
lost therightstothewellsby thehigh

school because they weren't used.
Hesaid heisn’t surewhen.

Mr. Shike said the wells don't
havetobepumpedacertainamount.
The city just hasto show that they
have been used.

He said he guesses the state’ s
thought isthat if acity canget by for
three years without using a well,
thenthey don’t needit.

In order to get No. 5 usable, saic
Mr. Shike, the city would be |ook-
ing at apretty expensive treatment
plan. Thewell wascontaminated by
an underground gasolinetank.

Thestatecameinandinstalled e
“remediation” system around nine
years ago, circulating air into the
aquifer and venting fuel to the air.
Theoretically, that will clean the
fuel out of theground water.

Mr. Shike said he doesn’t think
thestateknowshow longitwill take
for the system to clean up the well.
Thecity hastalked about movingthe
water right or combiningit withan-
other, hesaid.

Well No. 6ishighinnitrates. The
city hastalkedabout puttingitonthe
system and blending it with water
fromtheirrigation well.

(SeeWELLSon Page 10A)

Water usedown
with emer gency

Oberlinwater usershavebeenon
an even/odd watering system for
around two weeks now, and there-
strictions apparently are keeping
water use bel ow thetrigger level.

Inthelast week, the city used:

601,000 gallons on Monday,
June?.

« 780,000 gallons on Tuesday,
June8.

* 638,000 gallons last Wednes-
day.
« 608,000 gallonson Thursday .

* 687,000 gallonson Friday.

* 731,000 gallonson Saturday

« 786,000 gallonson Monday.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said fromthenumbers, itlookslike
peoplearetryingto conservewater.
Therearestill somewho aren’tfol-
lowingtherules, headded, andthey
will have to face the consequences
sooner or later.

Thecity’ swater emergency ordi-
nance provides fines of $100 for &
first offense and $200 for a second
offense. A third offense could draw
jail time, but so far, no on has been
cited.

Water useisstill closeto 800,000
gallons per day that triggers a state
2water emergency, Mr. Shikesaid,
and the numbersare climbing back
up.

If usage getsaboveamilliongal-
lonsina24-hour period, that would
trigger the next stage in the water
emergency plan.

That could mean atotal ban on
outsidewater use.

Thelastfew years, thetrigger lev-
elshavebeen 1 millionand 1.2 mil-
lion, but thecity droppedthemdown
thisyear asfailing wellsand failec
plans for new water have cut the
system’ s capacity.

Pool nearly fixed,;
will openif it holds

The pipes at the Oberlin City
swimming pool havebeenfixedand
thehole hasbeenfilled.

Soon, thecity will fill it withwa-
ter. Anxious Oberlin kids will be
watching to seeif it staysor if, as
happened when the pool wasfilled
inMay, thewater seeps away.

On Tuesday, athin layer of con-
cretewill bepouredtocoverthehole
whichwasdugontheeast sideof the
pool, said City Administrator Gary
Shike.

Mr. Shikesaidthecity crew fixed
all the pipeson that side of the pool
and installed new drains. The crew
would probably startfilling thepool
with water on Tuesday, he said.

Ittakestwotothreedaystofill the
pool and then it takesafew daysto
stabilizethechemistry, hesaid. If it
holds water, they will open it after
that.

By next week, he added, they’l
have a better idea of when the pool
might open.

Newdriver’'slicensestocomein themall

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Decatur County driverswill seea
change in the license renewal pro-
cessthis month asanew systemis
installed in thetreasurer’ s office.

Treasurer JeanHalesaidtheKan-
sas Division of Motor Vehicles
planned to install a new system
Tuesday, changing how peopleget
licenses or renew them.

Actualy, everything will be the
same except for the product the
driver receives. Mrs. Hale showed
the commissioners Tuesday morn-
ingwhat thedriversitwill look like.

Basicaly, it lookslike areceipt
withthedriver’ spictureonitandthe
vital information That recaint will

serve until the actua licenseisre-
celvedinthemail, but thetemporary
receipt isonly good for 30 days.

The old-style driver’s licenses
will be good until they expire. In
theory, Mrs. Halesaid, therewill be
two kindsof licensesin Kansasfor
Six years.

Mrs. Hale said peoplewill not be
able to get a second temporary re-
celpt. Becauseof that, peopleshould
not loseit, washiit, leaveitlyingin
the sun or laminate it. She said the
paper turns black when it is heated
and the print will be unreadable.

Mrs. Hale said some timein the

third week of June, the new system
will bei1in and riinnina

Commissioner Doyle Brown
asked why the change. Security,
said Mrs. Hale. For one thing, the
new licenseswill bemailedtodriv-
ers. That means they will haveto
give an accurate address.

Thenew licenseswill look alittle
different, with people under 21
years old having avertical license
instead of horizontal. Therewill be
asmaller “ghost” photo in the li-
cense, makingit hardertoduplicate.

If the person is an organ donor,
that will be shownwith ared heart.

Mrs. Hale said there will betwo
bar codes on the back. These will
have the same information that is
nrinted on the front incliiding li-

cense number, date of birth, name,
address, issuedate, expiration date,
class, endorsement and restrictive
information. It will not contain the
photo or the signature, however

Oldlicenseswill bevaliduntil the
regular expiration date.

Mrs. Hale said she was told that
thestateplansto haveall theoffices
inthestateonthenew systemby the
end of the month.

Commissioner Ralph Unger
askedif thereceipt could beused as
identification if aperson wanted to
fly. According to the Division of
Motor Vehicles, she said, the tem-

porary recei pt canbeusedfor every-
+thina adriver <licence can
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*Walkerstohit
track onFriday

(Continued from Page 1A)
inthe program will beread.

Last year, she said, Cloud Nine
L ofts released white doves before
theceremony. Thisyear, thatwill be
done again, but the best part isthat
Isabel Grafel, 3, whoisacancer sur-
vivor, will releasethebirds.

Theevent will openwiththetra
ditional lapof thesurvivorsat 7 p.m.
and then the second lap will be for
survivorsandtheir family members
and caregivers.

With 14 teams signed up for the
relay, there will be a person from
each team on the track at all times
from the beginning of the event to
theendat 7a.m.

The only exceptions will be the
firsttwolapsandat 10p.m.whenthe
lights on the track are lowered and
the luminarieslighted.

Teams include the Bruggeman
Family, high school teachers,
Depperschmidts, Diederichs, high
schooal girls, the Dresser, Decatur
County employees (three teams),
Ploussards, Decatur Professional
Women, Decatur Health Systems,
Fortinsand Mays.

Mrs. Fredrickson said thosewho
aren’t on teams can show up and
walk.

Around 1 p.m. on Friday, volun-
teerswill start settingupluminaries
around theinner ring of thetrack at

the Decatur Community High
School. Anyone who still wantsto
volunteer to hel pcanshow up. Mrs..
Fredrickson said people of all ages
arewelcometo help. She said they
arestill lookingfor anyonewhocan
donate the use of canopy tents.

The committee, she said, appre-
ciatesall the sponsorsthisyear, in-
cluding cashgiftsandthingslikeuse
of thetrack and stadium. Shesaidthe
T-shirts are packed with sponsors
thisyear.

Therelay has grown each year,
shesaid. TheDecatur County effort
started when Patty Brownand Nora
Bell Manning went to therelay in
McCook. They came back and
thought that Decatur County needed
one, and they stopped to talk with
Dr. Gary Fredrickson and hiswife,
Sarah.

Thecoupleagreedtoorganizethe
event. Dr. Fredrickson’s mother
Jody, a nurse, died from non-
Hodgkin’ slymphomain 1998, said
Mrs. Fredrickson.

A committee was formed and
eventheFredricksons kidshelped
out.

She said they are searching for
someoneto take her spot next year,
sincethiswill beher last onthecom-
mittee.

Mrs. Fredricksonsaideveryoneis
invited to comeout for therelay.

Nursnghomeasks
for firesprinklers

The Decatur County commis-
sionerstalked with the administra-
tor and maintenance director of the
Good Samaritan Center about sev-
eral planned improvements.

The center needs afire sprinkler
system to meet the state fire code,
new windows and a new roof that
doesn’tleak. Althoughthecommis-
sionersarestartingtolook at bidsfor
theprojects, nodecisionshavebeen
made on what or when to do any-
thing.

Administrator Janice Shobe said
they received two proposals for
sprinkler systems, from Jayhawk
Fire Sprinkler Co., Topeka, and
McDaniel Co. of Wichita. Both
were in the $100,000 range. The
commissioners asked building su-
perintendent LaVern Burtisto call
the companies and make sure the
two proposalsare the same.

Commissioner Ralph Unger
noted that one of the companies
wasn't bonded andwould needtobe
towork onthecenter. TheMcDaniel
biddidn’tincludeany overtimerate
over thebid price.

Mr. Burtissaid oncethesystemis
installed, EagleLifewould comein
and check the sprinklers. Thecom-
pany also checksthefirealarmsys-
tem.

Mrs. Shobe said the center has
used up its first 90-day extension

from the state fire marshal, but she
appliedfor and got asecond 90-day
extension.

The commissionerstalked about
replacingthewindowsinthecenter.
Two companies in town have ex-
pressed interest in thejob.

Mr. Burtis said the management
firm has a contract with Marvin
Windows, sothey may beabletogo
through them to get the windows
and then would just need installa-
tion.

Mr. Unger said they need to find
outwhat Good Samaritan’ snational
contractiswithMarvin. Theorigi-
nal planwasto usecounty money for
thewindows, said Mrs. Shobe, but
she wondered if the county would
pay for the sprinklers?. Mr. Unger
said the only money he was aware
of isfromthe Cochran Estatewhich
the center received.

Thereis $200,000 that was held
out of long-term investments, said
Mrs. Shobe.

What about the roof? she asked.
That isin theinsurance company’s
hands now, said Commissioner
Doyle Brown. Several contractors
havelooked at theroof.

Mr. Burtissaid hewould call the
Kansas Counties Multi-lined Pool,
thecounty’ sinsurancecarrier, again
andwill report back tothecommis-
sioners.

Commissonerss|
old dozer from landfill

The Decatur County commis-
sioners sold the old dozer for the
landfill at their meetinglast Tuesday
morning.

Thecommissionersopenedthree
bids, from Kansas Tractor of Great
Bend for $14,100, Tri-County of
Burlington for $8,111 and Weller
Tractor of Great Bend for $3,500,
accepting thehigh bid for $14,100.

Road and Bridge Supervisor Tim
Stallman said hethought they woul d
spendaround $10,000toget thenew
dozer updated. Theroad and bridge
department picked it up from the
statesurplusproperty lot for around
$25,000.

Mr. Stallman said the Kansas
Department of Healthand Environ-
ment sent al etter sayingthat thetire
area, which isapart of the landfill
but just for tires, and the construc-
tionand demolitionareaof theland-
fill need a separate permit.

Itwill becostly. Mr. Stallmansaid

heisworkingwithMiller and Asso-
ciates, an engineering firm out of
McCook, about the plan the state
saysthey need.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Ratified the purchase of 252
mower bladesat $10.19apiece. Mr.
Stallman said he decided to pur-
chase the blades since the cost of
stedl isincreasing.

* Heard that the courthouse will
flytheAmericanflagat half mastfor
30daysfor thelateRonald Reagan,
40th president of the United States.

* Received a petition from Paul
Uehlinto closearoad in Roosevelt
Township. County Clerk Marilyn
Horn said she would let the
appraiser’s office know and they
will notify other landownersin the
areaand township officials.

*Heldaclosedsessionfor 15min-
utesfor nonel ected personnel. There
wasno action.

Citytomeet on Thur sday

The Oberlin City council will
meet at 6:30 p.m. Thursday at The
Gateway.

A representativefromtheNorth-
west Kansas Family Shelter will be
at themeeting to talk about budget.
In the past, the city has given the
shelter $500 ayear.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said the council will need to sign
some paperwork for the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Rural De-
velopment Administration for the
water main extension to the indus-
trial park northon U.S. 83.

Themeetingisopentothepublic
and will be aired on local access
channel 7.

Ly

thecity in other aress.

LIFEGUARD ANDREA MARSHAL
day. Sincethe pool hasbeen closed, thelifeguards have been given achanceto work for
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

L helped paint plantersdownt

ownlast Wednes-

*Wedls
needed
oneday

(Continued from Page 1A)

If the city has to put in a water
treatment plant, whichwill probably
happen, Mr. Shike said, the plant
will probably benear theirrigation
well, which camein high in ura-
nium.

If the city decided to put No. 6
backintothesystem, saidMr. Shike,
it would probably need to be re-
drilled. Therehaven't beenany test
holesdrilled. Evenwhen No. 6 was
onthesystem, hesaid, itwasn’tabig
well.

Thecity hasbeentalking about re-
drillingNo. 9, whichiseast of town.
Test holes have been drilled. Mr.
Shike said hethinkstheengineer is
still working onthe plans.

Recently thecity finished awater
project which they thought would
cost $1 million. Instead it cost
around $700,000. Theproject fixeg
several water mainsintownandal so
addedin ablending pipetotiewell
No. 6into the system.

The blending pipe was put in
place, saidMr. Shike, andishooked
into system, butitisn’t hookedinto
well No. 6 to do blending. He said
the pipe can be used to move water
to the middle of town.

Once the decision on what to do
withNo. 6andtheirrigationwell is
made, he said, then the pipeisal-
ready there. He doesn’t know how
much more water the city will get
withblending becauseit dependson
there-drilling of theirrigation well
and how muchwater will havetobe
blended to get the uranium, arsenic
and nitratesto good levels.

Threegenerationsdiein |-70accident

A Colorado woman allegedly
driving drunk when she smashed
into a Goodland family’s vehicle
faces murder chargesin the deaths
of agrandmother, her daughter and
granddaughter.

Thethreewomenwerekilledina
two-car accident Friday afternoon
on |-70 about six miles east of the
Edsonexit. A funeral servicewasset
for 10 a.m. Wednesday at Max
Jones Fieldhouse for all three. A
vigil androsary will beat 6 p.m. to-
night at the fieldhouse.

Thedriver of the other car, iden-
tified as Jennifer Adams, 28,
Edgewater, Colo., scored a blood
acohol count of .265, according to
court papers. InKansas, areading of
.08 or above is considered intoxi-
cated, so her blood alcohol was
morethanthreetimesthelegal limit.

The victims were Mary Wyant,
55 a paraprofessional at West El-
ementary School; her mother, Aline
Becker, 85, aretired uphol stererand
homemaker; and her daughter
Christine Williams, 35, a science
teacher at Goodland High School.

Wyant was pronounced dead at
the scene. Becker and Williams,
who was trapped in the wreck for
about nearly 45minutes, weretaken
toGoodland Regiona Medica Cen-
ter.

Injuredintheaccident were Wil-
liams' daughter Caylee, 5, and son
Garrett, 8. Both were taken to the
hospital,and Cayleewaslater flown
to Children’s Hospital in Denver.
Shewasingood condition Monday
morning, said Rachel Robinson, a
spokesperson for the hospital .

All passengersin the Ford Ex-
plorer were wearing seat belts, ac-
cording to areport by the Kansas
Highway Patrol.

Theaccident occurred about 4:30
p.m. inthewestbound lane of 1-70,
said state Trooper Troy Smith. A
1998silver HondaA ccorddrivenby
Adams passed a semi-trailer rig,
thencut back infront of it and struck
the 1994 white Explorer driven by
Wyant, intherear. Theimpact sent
the Explorer into the north ditch,
whereit rolled several times, gject-
ing at least one person.

The Explorer cameto rest about
20 yards from the roadway on its
driver’s side, trapping Christine
Williams in the back seat. The
Hondawound up in the median.

Thedriver, Adams, wasout of her
car and appeared dazed. She was
holding her head, leaningagainstthe
wrecked Honda.
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Passershy stopped to help and
calledemergency dispatch. Thefirst
firerescuerig blew two tires about
halfway to the scene from Good-
land, and dispatchershadtocall an-
other truck.

Firemen, statetroopers, sheriff’'s
deputies and emergency medical
crews responded. As officers ar-
rived at the scene, they first called

for two ambulances. Five minutes
later, they summoned athird from
Brewster.

Crewsworked feverishly to free
Williams from the smashed Ex-
plorer, crawling under the wreck
and leaning intothewindows. Wit-
nesses said the vehicle may have
rolled asmany asninetimes.

Adamswasuninjured. Originally

charged with driving under thein-
fluence, Sheriff DougWhitsonsaid,
shewascharged Sunday with three
counts of second-degree murder,
plus aggravated battery, transport-
ing an open container (a bottle of
vodka) and drunk driving.

She was being held in the
Sherman County Bastille on
$100,000 bond.
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