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Oberlin needstoswitch
tohigh gear and get water

Despite more than four years of efforts by
the city, Oberlin seems to be running out of

water.

Thousands of dollars spent on drilling, ex-
ploration, amixing system and land with an
irrigation well have brought, so far, nothing

but aseriesof dry holes.

A water projectwitha$l.5millionbankroll
came in under budget, but brought no new

water.

Anirrigationwell onthelandthecity bought
turned out to produce water high in uranium.
Drilling outside of towninasearchfor bet-
ter water produced aflood of engineeringand
drilling fees. The city might have produced
moreby hiring awater witch equipped witha

divining rod.

Themixing systeminstalled duringthewa
ter project two years ago remains unused,
though it could have been hooked uptoadd a
littlewater to thethirsty system.

It snot that city officialsaren’t doing any-
thing, or eventhat they haven’ t donetheright
thing. Just that we still don’t have any water.
System capacity has, infact, slipped nearly 20
percent over the last few years. With the
drought, city wells are lower and producing

lessthan they used to.

Consumers face another summer of odd-
evenwater restrictions. No oneisvery happy
about getting up at midnight to set sprinklers,
but most peopleseemto betryingto savewa-

gardens.

usewhichwoulddry up thetown’ slawnsand

[twouldn’ t betheend of theworld. Thetown

day.

wouldsurvive, andthedrought will end some

Water isvital to thetown’ sfuture, though,

and the city ought to redouble its efforts to

grow thewater supply.
If it takesatreatment plant, thenwe' Il have

to pay the price. If the city decidesto tell the

stateandthefederal governmenttostickitand
not meet new water quality standards, that’d
be a decision many would support. The gov-
ernment probably would sue, though. Either
way, it will beexpensive.

Grass, trees, flowersand vegetablesarenot

just aluxury. They’re part of what makes an

inhospitable plain tolerable, even pleasant.
Greenisimportant, because no one wantsto
live herewithout it.

Citizens can and should help. We can give
up daytimewatering, and the city should ban
it permanently. As time goes by, we could
plant more stuff that needs less water. That
would help, too.

Most people have already done some of
thesethings. A few, perhaps, just won't.

Whatever the city does, it won't produce

after.

ter. Thealternativeisaban on outdoor water

Check where 911’ call | |sgomg

Out on U.S. 83 the other night,
everyonewaspretty muchlost.

The driver probably thought he
was in his own lane, though the
marksonthepavement showed he' d
been more than three feet over the
yellow linewhenhecrashedintothe
front wheel of the semi.

Thewitnessesthought they were
in Nebraska, though they were, in
fact, more than four miles south of
thestateline.

The truck driver just shook his
head.

The impact had unseated the
front axleof histractor, causingthe
wheelsto fold under, sort of like a
cat withitspawstuckedin.

The Red Willow County dis-
patcher just assumedthewreck was
inNebraska, too. Shesent anambu-
lance and apassel of firemen south
tolook for it.

Fortunately, thedriver only hada
scratchor two, despiterammingthe
loaded semi at speed.

Thewreck waswell into Kansas,
and the Oberlin dispatcher seemed
surprised when | asked her if help
wasontheway.

She had to call sheriff’s officers
and an ambulance crew out of bed,
and they still made it to the scene
beforethe McCook firemen.

Thereshouldbesomeroad saf ety
lessonshere:

* Slow down and think. It's an
emergency, but being in a hurry
won't makethingsany better. Rush-
ing could make them awhole lot
WOrse.

* When calling 911 from a cell
phone, your call couldgoanywhere.
Never assumethedispatcher knows

morewater thisyear.
Officiasneedtoact now, though, tobesure
that therewill bewater next year andtheyear

—SeveHaynes

AlongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

where you are. Never assume you
know whereyou are.

Onthenorthsideof thehill, north
of thefeed yardin Decatur County,
it's better than even odds that your
call will hit a Nebraskatower. An
emergency call will be routed to
Nebraska, maybe to McCook, but
not always.

Cell phone systems are full of
littlequirkslikethat.

A little knowledge of geography
and attention to details, likethebig
“Welcome to Kansas” sign at the
border, goesalong ways.

Beaware.

* When calling fromtheroad, a-
ways ask which dispatcher you
have, what townheor sheisin.You
might be surprised at theanswer.

Of course, dispatchers ought to
answer the phone by county-seat
name.

M ost peoplepraobably don’ tknow
what county they arein, but they do
know town names.

Many dispatchersjust say some-
thing like “911 emergency” or
“County dispatch,” whichisn't as
helpful.

* If someoneishurt, call for help
now. Timeisprecious. Buttaketime
tofigureout what isgoing on.

e Check for injuries. The dis-

patcher needsto know what to send
and how to respond.

Is anyone missing? Anyone
trapped? Anyonebleeding?

* Keep peopleoff theroad and out
of theway. Noneedinsomeoneelse
getting hit.

If it’' s safe, have someonewith a
flashlight warn oncoming traffic.

Put onemergency flashers, espe-
cially at night. (People are pretty
good about thesethings, actually.)

* Stay calm. Give the dispatcher
your phone number and ask for a
callback when helpisontheway.

Andget specifics. Besurehelpis
coming to you. Dispatchers are
good, but emergencies can be con-
fusing.

As always, communication is
key. Ontheroad at night, bad com-
munication can cause serious de-

lays.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Every man shall giveashe
isable, accordingtothebless-
ing of theL ordthy Godwhich
he hath giventhee.

Deuteronomy 16:17
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Bear joi insfolksatfoodfediva

We had just finished our lunch
and were admiring the art and art-
istry of oldfriendsand new acquain-
tances when word of the bear
reached us.

We were in Creede, Colo., the
littletownwelivedinwhenour chil-
dren were young. Creedeisan old
silver-mining town in southern
Colorado. Thereareonly about 700
full-timeresidentsinthecounty, and
most of them areour friends.

It’s abit of an art colony, with
world-famous watercolorist Steve
Quiller leadingthepack of weavers,
wood carversand painters. Itisalso
the home of the Creede Repertory
Theatre, wheredozensof young ac-
torsand actressesshow off their tal-
entseach summer.

It was Memorial Day weekend,
and time for the annual Taste of
Creedefestival. All upanddownthe
two-block Main Street, vendors
were cooking up tasty dishes and
artistswere showing their wares.

Wehadbeenvisitingwithtwoold
friends, Rick and Teri Inman. Rick
isachef turned wholesalefood dis-
tributor and Teri is a weaver of
scarves and sweaters. She dyes her
own wool, which she gathersfrom
her herds of rabbits and mohair
goats. Her productsaresoft, downy
and expensive.

Rick and Teri weren't interested
inthebear, which had beentreed at
the end of the street. They live 17

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com

J

milesupriver and havetokeepclose
watch over their livestock to make
sure the stock doesn’t provide a
meal for thewildlife.

| grabbed Steve' shand, however,
anddragged himupthestreet. We'd
seen bears before in downtown
Creede, but it had been awhile.

The young black bear was up a
treeat theend of thestreet asacrowd
of onlookers stared and a reporter
for the local newspaper snapped
away. | wasrather surprised wegot
so closetotheaction.

Deputy Billy Fairchild leaned
over andwhispered, “1’mlettingthe
press get close, so maybe he'll get
eaten.”

Heaskedthephotographerandall
therest of usto move back.

“1f thebear eatsall thesepeople,”
he said, with agrin, “I'll bein real
trouble.”

Having seen the bear, we moved
on—therewasstill foodtotasteand
friendstogreet. Stevesaw thegame
warden leave town with his bear

trailer.

Later, the newspaper ran an ar-
ticlesayingthat thebear, ayear-olc
male, had been tranquilized, re-
moved from the tree with a cherry
picker, tagged and taken off to the
far mountains, wherehewould have
to make hislunch from berries anc
grubs instead of hamburgers anc
city trash.

They tag the bears, and they’ll
give them two free rides. If one
comesback athird time, he' stoast.

Bearshavebeen aprobleminthe
mountains the last few years. It’'s
been dry and the state dropped the
spring bear season several years
ago.

The double whammy of more
bearsandlessfood hasforced many
abruinto golooking for lunchine
trash can.

| hopethat isour only bear of the
summer, but I’ m not counting onit.
And I’'m not putting the trash out
back when | visit Creede this sum-

Grandmakeepsthekldsbuw

L et thegamesbegin!

For anyone with grandchildren
visiting for the summer, that’s the
Grandma Games. Grandpas can
play, too, butit’ susually the Grand-
maswho makeuptherules.

I met my youngest daughter,
Kara, in Oklahoma on Saturday to
dothegrandkidswap. Five-year-old
Taylor is staying with us for three
weeksand the GrandmaGamesare
well underway.

First, if you're a working
grandmalike me, you must have a
very understanding employer who
is accommodating to a flexible
scheduleand allowslaptop work at
home. And one who also looksthe
other way if you bring said grand-
childinto the officefor an hour ev-
ery now and then.

That accomplished, thenext rule
istofill their every waking moment
with asmany activitiesaspossible,
especially things they can’'t do at
theirownhome. It spart of thegame
to ensurethekid will want to come
back next year.

Our granddaughter who lives
closeby getstobepart of theaction,
too. Sofar, | haveplannedfor them
to help catch five hens and one
rooster that wearebuyingtoreplen-
ishour flock, milk agoat, feed baby

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com
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buffalo calves, go to the museum,
andall thatisjustwithinthefirsttwo
days.

Just for good measure, we' |l prob-
ably throw in some of Alex’s ball
games. She's old enough now that
shehasoutsideinterestsof her own.
| don’t know if we can keep up that
pacefor the entire three weeks, but
at least we' |l get off to agood start.

Seriously though, part of thefun
of coming to Grandmaand Grand-
pa shouseisjust to bethe center of
attention. Whenwehaveour grand-
kids, we try to make kid-friendly
food, nothing too exotic. Peanut
butter and jelly, hamburgers, hot
dogs, pizza and tacos are always
crowd-pleasers. Wetry todothings
they might not gettodoat their own
homes (see buffalo calves above)
and even give them some choresto
do.

Theother thing | liketodoisjust
let them play. The playhouse Jim
built afew yearsago hasbeenagod-
send. Their imaginations can run
wild without the benefit of a com-
puter or batteries. Thegirlshavetes
parties and imaginary families.
They create elaborate role-playing
scenarios complete with titles anc
behaviors.

“You can’'t go to work,” one
scolds “ Y ou'’ re the baby, remem-
ber?’

It's a special time when grand-
children come to visit. You get &
chance to see how your parenting
turned out. Y our kids are a pretty
good reflection of your parenting,
andtheway they parent their kidsis
probably the way you parented
them.

It’'s a perfect example of, “Y ou
reap what you sow.”

Citizen wantsgover nor toseewest

TotheEditor:

Enclosedyouwill findal etter that
| sent to the Honorable Kathleen
Sebelius, governor of the State of
Kansas. | wouldliketo havethelet-
terprintedinthe” L etterstothe Edi-
tor” section of The Oberlin Herald.

| really did send Gov. Sebeliusa
map of the state. | believetheletter
clearly statesfeelingsthat many of
usinwestern Kansas have.

Sam Eldridge
Oberlin
Dear Governor,

A few weeks ago, | sent you an
email in which | attempted to ex-
plainacoupleof facts.

Fact one: Thegreat Stateof Kan-
sas extends far westward past Sa-
lina. | figurethisfact must havebeen
ashock toyou, governor, becausel
receivednoreply. Itisreadily appar-
ent to uswho livein western Kan-
sas that the fine folks who run the
state government think our state
consists of only Topeka, Wichita,
and Salina. (Of course, thefolksin

L etter totheEditor

western Kansas are remembered at
tax collectiontime.)

| want to help. | have enclosed a
map of the state of Kansas. If you
study this map carefully, you will
seethat what | am sayingis100 per-
centtrue. Weareout here, governor,
and we deserve far more from our
state government than just tax col-
lection notices.

Pleasefed freetopostthismapin
agood|ocationintheCapitol build-
ing. Thisway, state employeescan
actually seefor themselves what a
bigstatewehave. Thiswill helpciti-
zensin western Kansas when they
call thestategovernment. They will
not have to waste time convincing
state employeesthat they really do
exist.

Fact two: The economy in west-
ernKansasneedshelp. Wearehurt-

ing. Thereisno need for a special
commissionor anew governmental
study to determinethis.

Theeconomy in Topekaisdoing
justfine, andl amdelighted that my
tax dollarsare being used so nicely
inTopeka. Visitourtown, governor,
and look at the“for sale” signsthat
litter our community. Taketimeto
view the empty buildings where
businesses once were. Feel free to
talk to many of our popul ace whao
work two or three minimum wage
jobs to survive, and oh, yes, pay
taxes.

Y oumay think | ambeing curt or
disrespectful. | assureyou, | am se-
rious, and mean no disrespect. Our
stategovernment disrespectsusfar
moreevery day by ignoring us, and
usingour citizensonly astax mules.



