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Fight over party primary
har dly seemsnecessary

More crazinessfrom Topeka.

The secretary of state has the Republican
party embroiledinacourt battleover whether
to open its primary for any voter who asked

for aRepublican ballot.

It'sadumb idea, and wholly unnecessary.
InKansas, voterscandeclarefor aparty —and
vote in its primary — at the pollsif they so
choose. L ater, they can changetheir registra-
tionat will. What morefreedom do we need?

But Secretary of State Ron Thornburg told
both major parties they should make a deci-
sion on whether to have “open” primaries,
where any voter can get aballot regardless of

party registration.

Mr. Thornburg wasresponding to afederal
Court of Appeals decision voiding an Okla-
homalaw that limited participationin prima-
ries. Thecourt said, basically, that parties, not
thestate, had theright todecidewho couldvote

inaparty primary.

Why the secretary was so concerned is
anybody’ s guess. The decision applied only
inOklahomaat thispoint, and no onehad sued
to changethe situationin Kansas— yet.

Once Republican state Chairman Dennis

Other Republicanscomplained that anopen
primary wasabadidea, and that Joneswasout
of hisauthority making thedecision anyway.
They probably areright on both accounts.

Firstof all, it seemstouslikethereisnoneed

to change the way Kansas does things. Vot-
ers have the right to choose a primary under
the existing system, so why change?

Secondly, until afederal court ordersKan-
sastodo something, why shouldthesecretary
of statejump thegun and stir thingsup?

No reason that we can see.

Andthirdly, if statesseefit toregul atetheir
elections, why should a federal court inter-

fere? The Oklahoma decision strikes us as

another in along string of meddling maneu-
versof activistsjudges.
ThereisnothingintheCongtitutionthat says
that all things must be done the sameway in
every state. And there is nothing in our sys-

temthat saysthefederal government must set

action.

Jones opted for an open primary, though, he
— andthe state—faced alawsuit. Gofigure.

Furnace?Air? ThisisK ansas

The old adage about Kansas
weather provedtobetruethisweek.

Y ouknowtheone,“If you'retired
of the weather, wait five minutes,
‘causeit’ sgonnachange.”

Who would have thought we
wouldhavetorunthefurnaceonthe
first day of summer? Therewasno
gentledideintoit, either. Weliter-
aly rantheair conditioner one day
and thefurnacethat night.

Our granddaughter from Texas
only brought summer clothes, and|
had to buy her along-sleeved shirt.
She has borrowed jacketsfrom her
older cousin, whomsheidolizes, but
they’ re about six sizes too big for
her.1think 1’1l stopby thethrift shop
and pick up acoupleof things.

—ob—

This cool snap waswelcomein
one sense, though. Back in March,
itwasour turnto host the Koinonia
(fellowship) groupfromchurch. We
had been planning abonfireand hot
dog roast, but Jim got terribly sick
that day and we had to trade with
another family. Ever sincethen, we
havebeentryingtofindadatewhere
everyone could come and finally
settled on last Saturday night. |
didn’t think abonfireinthemiddle
of June would be too pleasant, but
the menu was set for hot dogs, po-
tato salad and baked beans, so that
wasthe plan.

Y ouknow, that bonfirefelt pretty
good Saturday night. Everybody
stayed pretty closetotheheat. With
seven kidsand six adults, therewas
plenty of laughter and fun. I think |
can safely say, “A good time was
had by all.”

—ob—

Wehad suchagoodtime, infact,
that we did it again the next night
with aFather’ s Day wiener roast at
Jim’'sdad’splace. “That's Pa-Pa's
daddy,” Alexandria explained to
Taylor.

Dad is 87 and still putsin afull
day. The one concession he makes

standards and rules for each and every state

Thewholemessmakeslittlesense, butthat’s
about what you can expect these days from
Topeka— or afederal court.

—SeveHaynes

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cpl otts@nwkansas.com

~
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istotakeabreak intheafternoonto
watch “ Gunsmoke.”

A fewyearsago, Dad gaveustwo
little cherry tree seedlings. Those
seedlings are now over six feet tall
and produce some nice fruit. My
present to Dad was ajar of cherry
jelly fromthisyear’ scrop.

—ob—

Speaking of the cherries, when
Taylor and| arrived homelast Sun-
day afternoon, we walked around
looking at all thethingssheremem-
bered from last year. | introduced
her tothetwo new calves, Ollieand
Molly, andlet her look inthechick-
en coop for eggs.

During our “walkabout,” wedis-
covered that the cherries wereripe
andhadtobepickedbeforethebirds
gotthemall. Nowaitinguntil tomor-
row.

Armed with plastic containers,
Jimand| tackledthetwotaller trees
and we set Taylor to picking cher-
riesfrom adwarf treethat had been
added to our orchard. Shewasdili-
gent in her efforts. We oohed and
aahed at theappropriatetimesabout
how much she had picked and how
hard she was working. Evidently
that wasn’t enough, because after
several minutesof silenceshesaid,
“Hey, you guys. | sure could use a
little help over here.”

—ob—

Wedoalot of driving, afact that
isnotlostonTaylor. Shelivesinthe
Dallasarea, and itis“city” every-
where. But sheunderstandsthat we
livein onetown, her Aunt Jennifer

and Alexandrialiveinanother town,
and Grandmaworksin yet another
town.

The other day, we were leaving
Norton, heading for home. Taylor
asked, “ I sthisNorcatur, Grandma?’

“No, thisisNorton,” | said. “But,
in20minuteswe' Il beinNorcatur.”

Shehad obviously been thinking
about it, because a few miles later
shesaid, “No (pausefor emphasis).
| think we're in the middle of no-
where.”

(From theBibI@
\_ J

| am the door; by meif any
manenter in, heshall besaved,
and shall go in and out, and

find pasture. John 10:9

Reader likes
farmdories

TotheEditor:

| enjoy reading thefarming news
inyour paper.

The letter you published by
BrendaBrethregardingtheOberlin
School District toucheson many of
the problems and concerns herein
Tucson, wheremy spousetaught for
26 years. | would liketo thank you
for devoting ahalf-pageto such an
excellent letter.

John Montgomery
Tucson, Ariz.
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Catflndsgaragetoofasu natlng

My cat has been spending more
time at the neighbors than at our
placelately.

Not voluntarily, however.

Molly Monster, our gray-and-
whiteal phacat — at least, shethinks
she' sthealphacat — wasmissing
two weeks ago. Shewasn’t at nose
count Sunday night, nor was she
aroundwhen| checked onthefeline
population Monday morning. By
Monday night, we had started to
worry and | was ready to make the
roundsof the neighborhood.

| wroteout theclassifiedfor alost
cat, butitwastoolatetogetitinthat
week’ spaper. | figuredif wedidn't
see her for aweek, wewould never
seeher again.

| was upset. Molly was the fifth
catwehadlostin10yearsinliving
in Oberlin.

In the previous 20 years, we had
only lost two cats. We had had cats
runover, poisoned, anddieof injury,
infection and old age, but we had
only had two that just disappeared.

Why was Oberlin the black hole
of catdom?

The first cat we lost here was
Baby, anicelittlemaleSiamese. He
wasdaughter Lindsay’ scat and she
figured somebody stole him. Steve
and I, however, remembered that
therewasabigrainbeforeBaby dis-
appearedandthestreet out front acts

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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as the storm sewer for this side of
town. Wethink Baby got caught in
thecurrent.

Next welost Dixie.

Shewasavery careful cat, dways
cautious and spooky. We never
found aclue of her whereabouts.

Thenacoupleyearslater, Pome-
roy disappeared. Thiswasthefirst
babysat cat we' dlost. Pomeroy be-
longedtosonLacy, whohadtosend
the cat home when it kept getting
arrested by the animal control of-
ficerinLawrence.

Pomeroy may havejust wandered
off, andsincehehadlivedinfiveor
six homesin histhreeyearsof life,
he may not have known how to get
home. Still, | looked everywhere.
No Pomeroy.

Last year, Kubla Khan, another
male Siamese, disappeared. Again,
therewasno clueor guessasto his
whereabouts.

Now Molly was gone. Or so we

thought.

LateWednesday night, Steveanc
Lindsay heard a cat crying. They
traced the sound to the neighbor’ s
garage. They peekedinthroughthe
window, and therewasMolly.

Thegaragedoor had beenup sev-
eral timesover thelast few days, so
wecouldn’tfigureout how or when
shegot trapped.

We waited until the next day to
have someone let her out, since it
wasafter midnight whenthey found
her.

| canceled the classified, but two
dayslater shewasgoneagain.

Thistime, | knew whereto look.
Sure enough, there she was in the
garage.

My neighbors like cats well
enough, but they’ d prefer they stay
at our place.

| agree. Still, I'm glad the black
holedidn’t get another one.

‘Our’ roadmtop -notch shape

Driving across the state on U.S.
36, | was struck by the fact that we
are lucky indeed to have a sound
state highway system.

Inrural Americatoday, we de-
pend so much on our road system
that it’ shard to count theways.

| hadbeentotheU.S. Highway 36
Association meeting in Hanover,
justnorthandwest of Marysville, so
| covered afair stretch of the high-
way that day. IntripstoKansasCity
and Denver over the last couple of
months, I’d drivenit al, and | can
report, U.S. 36 isin pretty good
shapeclear acrossthe state.

The entire road has been resur-
faced a couple of timesin the 10
yearsl’ vebeenback inKansas. Ex-
cept for the stretch between Norton
and Norcatur, al of it now has at
| east three-foot paved shoulders, the
current standard.

The state Department of Trans-
portation hascontractsset towiden
and repave the narrow stretch in
Norton County, whichisthelast of
the1930s-styleroad acrossthestate
on U.S. 36. Projectsin thelast few
years have eliminated narrow
stretchesout by Herndon.

That leaves us with a wide,
smooth, saferoad acrossthe north-

AlongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkan%scom)

By SteveHaynes

erntier of Kansascounties. If yougo
to similar rural areas of nearby
states, youwon't find the same.

Missouri can’'t find enough
money to keep its highways up. It
has more expressways and other
four-laneroadsthanwehave, but it
hasneglectedbasic maintenance. So
has Colorado.

It wasn’t always that way. | re-
member in the mid-1980s driving
across Kansas after being gone for
half adecade, and being shocked by
the condition of theroads.

It took a courageous Mike Hay-
den as governor to put together a
plantoget themback inshape. Some
say thetax increasestofundthefirst
Comprehensive Transportation
Plan cost himhisjob. Whether that’ s
trueor not, thehighway plan, andits
successors, haveworked.

Today, Kansasroadsarein great

shape. We' ve added new routes,
bypasses, interchanges and other
improvements to the system. And
the Legislature acted this year tc
ensurethat the money will bethere
tofinishthe current 10-year plan.
That's all good news. It still
leaves Kansas behind the curvein
buildingexpresswaysandfreeways
and creating someeconomicdevel-
opment, but even so, we can be
thankful for theroadsthat we have.
AttheU.S. 36 meeting, weheard
reports from state highway engi-
neers and talked about the asso-
ciation’ sgoal, whichistoget afour-
lane road started west from St. Jo-
seph across one of the most eco-
nomically needy partsof the state.
The transportation department
has started on the first eight to 10
mileswest of theMissouri, but there
isalot of road | eft toimprove.

Student questionssportspriority
( L etter stotheEditor

TotheEditor:

Sportsarevery importanttomany
people in our community. Several
high school students use them to
stay active and loveto beinvolved
duringtheschool year andthrough-
out the summer. However, thereis
ateam of equa size, of equal com-
petitiveness, of equal talentrightin
Decatur Community High School
that doesn’t have asingle page de-
voted to it week after week in the
mainsectionof TheOberlinHerald.

Thisteam isgiven an article ev-
ery now and then in the Decatur
Dictator, writtenmainly by thestu-
dentswhoareactiveonit. | speak of
the Decatur Community High
School speechteam. | can’trecall a
timewhen someonefrom The Her-
ald cameto our Night of Forensics,
wherethestudentsperformall their
eventsfor thecommunity toattend.

| feel cheated that my team’ spic-
turesdon’t take up asection of The
Herald, simply because we don’t
hold aball or baton in our hands.
Maybe the staff feels that they
wouldn’t be capable of taking “ac
tionshots’ whileat aforensicsmeset.

| would urge them to think again.
One teammate of minetore (aten-
doninhisknee) doingaserioussolo!

Likethesportsenthusiasts, some
of whom are even on the speech
team, welovewhat wedo. Webring
home atrophy every weekend and
several individual medals. Wejust
wishour community could seeusin
thesamelight asall the sportsstars
mentioned and read about every
week in TheHerald.

| would like to make one more
remark. Every week, | seeadscov-
ering many pages of TheHerald. |
seethemtaking up the spacewhere
our Honor Roll could be printed in
amoretimely fashion. | alsoseethat
business must sponsor the Honor
Roll so that it will be printed at al.
Thisisanindicationto methat The
Heraldfindsit aburden andloss of
money torecognizeall the students
who work hard each day at school
for high marks. If The Herald hap-

pily will cover and print each sport-
ing event, it is very disappointing
they will not hold academicsin the
sameor ahigher regard.
Furthermore, the Honor Roll i<
one page only four times a school
year, ascompared to the two pages
each week devoted solely to sports.
I’ve gone through high school
seeing each year as| maturethein-
justices paid to those of uswho are
not star athletes, but who dedicate
ourselves fully to academics anc
other activitiesthat enrich our edu-
cation. | know of star athletes, too,
who also participateand succeedin
the other areas. It’ snot about play-
ing down their effortsat all. | sim-
ply believeit’ stimefor TheHerald
to add a couple more priorities tc
their list, and show the community
the well-rounded achievements of
our excellent students.
AllieBeth Moore
Classof 2004, Oberlin



