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School digrict endsyear intheblack

TheOberlin School District madeittothe
end of thefiscal year at aspecial meetinglast
Wednesday with somecarryover money | eft
totransfer into fivefunds.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt had feared
the district would spend all its cash before
year-end. Thedistrict madeit to the end of
theyear, hesaid, becauseof savingsthestaff
has made during theyear.

Teachers agreed to a higher insurance
deductible, saved money on hiring substi-
tutes since teacherswho werein the build-
ings covered the classes, and spent lesson

suppliesthisyear.

Lots of the cutsthe board approved this
year, he said, they didn’t know the exact
dollar amount, so it washard to project the
year-end balance.

Thedistrict is not out of the woods yet,
he said. The issue now isn’t how much
money the district has but how much bud-
get authority it has. The district will con-
tinue to have less and less to spend as en-
rollment goes down. The district can only
spend so much money depending on how
many kidsareenrolled.

Thedistrict could get a $20 million gift
tomorrow, Mr. Glodt said, but if thebudget
authority isn’t there, they wouldn’t beable
tospendit.

In all, the district was able to transfer
$321,236 splitamong food service, specia
education, driver education, in-serviceedu-
cation and the contingency reserve.

Thedistricttransferred $200,000intothe
special educationfund. Mr. Glodt said this
was a mandatory transfer because the
district’ scontract withtheservicecenter is
different and the bill will be bigger. The

majority of the money for the special edu-
cation department will gotothe Northwest
Kansas Educational Service Center of
Oakley.

The transfer into the food service was
$7,000. Evenwiththetransfer, hesaid, the
district will haveto supplement the fund.

Lastyear, hesaid, thedistrict used every
penny in the contingency reserve, which
was $103,000.

Mr. Glodt said they transferred $37,236
into the fund thisyear. It isn't much of a
cushion, but itisapositive move.

Driver’ seducation costsupto $10,000 &
year, hesaid. Theboardtransferred $6,000
into thefund thisyear. Hesaid they need to
start out with some money in there so they
aren’t taking all the money out of the gen-
eral fund.

Theother transfer wastoin-service edu-
cation for $8,000.

Mr. Glodt said the board didn’t transfer
any money into capital outlay. Theinterest
raised onidlemoney thisyear will betrans-
ferredintothespecial educationfundrather
than capital outlay, hesaid.

Council
look sat
budget

\Workshop held
to Start process

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Oberlin City Council talked
about equipment needs, staff and
costs to run the city next year dur-
ing its first budget workshop after
theregular meeting Thursday night.

The council went through the
budget pieceby piece, addingalittle
here and alittle there. None of the
numbersarefinal, though; thework
hasjust begun.

Normally, thecouncil meetsany-
where from two to three times be-
forethefinal decisionson the bud-
get.

Under general and administra-
tion, the council talked about need-
ing a computer in the city office
which would cost around $1,000.
They also discussed their Internet
serviceand whether they should go
with cable or the phone company.
City Administrator Gary Shikesaid
they wouldliketonetwork all six of
the office computerstogether.

Thepolicedepartment will adda
fourthofficer. Chief WadeL ockhart
said they are paying officers as
much in overtime now.

What would the pay be for an-
other officer? asked Councilman
Patrick Pomeroy. Chief Lockhart
saidit shouldbehigherthanstarting
pay at SappaValley Y outh Ranch,
which is around $8.68 an hour. It
should be at least $9 an hour start-
ing for someone who goes to the
academy. Someonewithexperience
could cost more, the chief said.

City Clerk Deanna Castle said
they havehad several callsabout the
proposed position.

CouncilmanRay Wardsaidinthe
past they have atraining center for
officerswho left for larger depart-
ments. Chief Lockhart saidit hasn’'t
beenthat way sincehewashired. If
Oberlin has someone trained and
they |eaveto gotoancther place, he
said, thenthat department hastore-
imburse Oberlin for training. By
state law, he said, the other agency
would have to reimburse Oberlin
within ayear, said City Attorney
SteveHirsch.

A retiredpoliceofficerfromDen-
ver called and wanted to commute,
said Chief Lockhart. Hesaidno. He
said evenwithafourth officer, they
will still need only threecars.

The council noted that the con-
tractual fund under the police bud-
get will go up because the dispatch
bill from the county will probably
go up, asit doesnearly every year.

They discussed the possibility of
having to change to narrow-band
radios. Mr. Hirschsaidthecounty is
lookingat agrant for new radiosand
maybethecity couldgetinvolvedin
it. The Federal Communications
Commissions has ordered public
service broadcasts switched to nar-
row bands to create more frequen-
cies, since the radio spectrumis
overcrowded today.

There was a question about
whether thepolicedepartment ben-
efitsfrom the state’s“911" tax on
telephone service. Chief Lockhart
said hehasnever seenanything. Mr.
Shike said he will write the county
aletter and ask how the money is
spent.

Chief Lockhart saidhewouldlike
to seemoney putinthebudget for a
new car sothat they canget rid of the
1998 Ford. He said they also may
need acomputer sincetheoneinhis
officeisfiveyearsold. Councilman
Stan McEvoy said $24,000 should

(SeeCITY onPage 12)

Members of the Oberlin City
Council metwith Decatur County
commissioners last Tuesday
morningtoask themtohelppay for
runningthecity’ sswimming pool.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said the council asked the county
to consider along-term commit-
ment to pay about athird of the
pool’ soperating costs.

The commissioners were very
niceabout it, hesaid, eventhough
they didn’t giveadefiniteanswer.

Mr. Shike said the county’s
sharewould run around $18,000.
He said they also talked about
building anew pool.

Mr. Shike said peoplewho live
inthecity andthosewholiveinthe
county but outside of Oberlin all
usetheswimming pool andall pay
thesamefees.

The council brought a chart
alongto show theexpensesfor the
swimming pool. Last year, it cost
$54,046, in 2002 it was $53,150
and 2001 $43,083. Theincomeon
the pool last year was$13,548, in
2002itwas$12,734andin2001it
was $10,499.

Thequick fixthisyeartogetthe
pool up and running cost $3,117,
he said, although the council
wasn’t asking the county to help
pay that bill.

INTHEMEDIUM-SIZE POOL attheOberlincity pool,
Landen Macfeefloated inaninnertube(above) onawarm,
sunny afternoon. Tawni Dolan (below) sat inthelifeguard

City askscounty
for helpwith pool

Thecommissionershavelooked
into a property tax levy for the
swimming pool, said Mr. Unger,
buttheonly way todothatiswitha
special levy through city/school
funding.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
askedif therewasanother fundthe
money for thepool could comeout
of. County Attorney Steve Hirsch
said the general fund isspent ona
variety of things. By law, said
Commissioner Doyle Brown, the
county cannot have alevy for the
pool.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
the pool is getting older and each
year something has to be fixed to
get it running. He said they don’t
know what it will be next year or
what it will cost.

The council, said Mr. Hirsch,
will need to know a dollar figure
commitment from the county for
their budget process.

The group noted that the pool
wasbuiltin 1957 andthenenlarged
in1964.

Commissioner Patricia Glenn
asked how warmthecity keepsthe
water, since the gas prices are so
high. Mr. Shike said they try to
keepit at 65 degrees.

Thereisapool committeelook-
ing into what it would take for a

chair and watched kids swim. The pool isopen weekdays

from1lto5p.m.

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt
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new pool to be built. A bare mini-
mum a pool would cost $600,000
to $700,000, said Mr. Shike. Mr.

$1 million to $1.5 million. The
idea came up of building a pool
insidefor year-around healthy ex-
Hirsch said agood one could cost  ercise. No decisionswere made.

Fir ¢ Kansascaseof Wes Nilevirusfound

Thefirst confirmed case of West
Nile virusin Kansas this year was
foundinabirdin Sedgwick County
last week, meaning that thevirusis
with usonce again thissummer.

Decatur County Health Adminis-
trator Marilyn Gamblin said there
haven’t been any human cases re-
portedinthestateyet.

Ms. Gamblin said the virusis
passed by mosquitoesfrombirdsto
humansand horses.

There are some precautions
people can take when they are out-
side. Shesaidthey shoulduseinsect
repellentwiththechemia DEET in

it. Adults and children can use the
repellent with DEET, but it
shouldn’t havemorethan 33 percent
of thechemical. If it does, it may be
too strong and be harmful to kids,
especially under 10 yearsold.

She said people should avoid
standing water and not | eave stand-
ingwater outside. Children’ sswim-
ming pools should be dumped and
changed, and so shoul d water dishes
for pets.

Ms. Gamblin said everyone
shouldwear long sleevesand pants,
and limit their outdoor activities at
dusk anddawnwhenmosquitoesare

out. Make sure you have good
screensonwindowsand ondoorsso
that the mosquitoescan't getin.

Lastyear, shesaid, thereweretwo
confirmed human casesin Decatur
County.

A lot of people have West Nile
and never havethesymptoms. Only
23 percent of those infected will
ever show signs of having it, offi-
ciasestimate. Someof thosesymp-
tomsarefever, headache, tiredness,
body achesand occasionally askin
rashonthetrunk of thebody or swol-
lenlymph nodes.

Even though there hasn't been a

case in the county this year, Ms.
Gamblinsaid, thereisagood possi-
bility that there could be one or
more.

Anyone who finds dead birds,
said Ms. Gamblin, can call (877)
228-2287. Only certain birds are
likely tobeinfected, including blue
jays, magpies, hawks, owls and
eagles.

Whenapersoncallsin, theperson
answeringwill givethefinder direc-
tionson how to preserveit.

Ms. Gamblin said the bird needs
to be dead lessthan 24 hoursandin
pretty good shape.

Rains
provide
moisture

It seemsthat whenitrainsit pours.

At least, that’s what it did last
week in Decatur County. Therain
started on Thursday, with .81 of an
inchfalling. Thefollowingday, an-
other 1.53 inchesfell. That was al-
most more than fell in the entire
month of June.

On the Fourth, the areareceived
another .71 of an inch, and then
Monday .90 on an inch more. That
means Oberlin got 3.95 inchesin
justthefirst fivedaysof the month.
In June, the county received 2.65
inches.

From the beginning of the year,
the area has received 11.65 inches
of precipitation, over half of which
hasfalleninthe Juneand July.

Thenormal amount of rainfall for
the year to dateis 11 inches, saic
David Floyd, meteorol ogistwiththe
National Weather Service in
Goodland.

Itisn’t unusual to get thiskind of
rainthistimeof year, hesaid. North-
west Kansasissupposedtoget three
to four inches of rain during the
monthsof May, Juneand July.

Everyone has gotten so used tc
having dry weather that it seems
weird to begetting thismuchrain.

Mr. Floyd said he wouldn’t say
that thedrought isover, but thearez
isreceivinggoodraintokeepthetop
soil wet andthecropsareusingthat.
Alot moremoistureisneededinthe
areainorder toevenmakeadentin
the drought, Mr. Floyd said, like
anywherefrom 10to 12 inches.

In order to get out of thedrought,
he said, the areawould need to not
only get normal rain, but above-nor-
mal rain. The subsoil is still pretty
dry.

Mr. Floyd said there will be ¢
break in the weather pattern for &
few days and then by Friday night
and over the weekend, the arec
should see somemorerain.

Overdll, he said, the areaisin &
favorableweather pattern. Thehigh
temperaturesaren’t extremeandthe
rain has been coming.

There is decent moisture in the
lower atmosphere and there have
been a series of disturbancesin the
upper atmospherethat have moved
through.

Themovement hasbeenevery 24
to 48 hours which has brought the
timely thunderstorms.

When the ground iswet, he said,
alittle more water can evaporate
back into the air, and that brings
more rain. Dry weather begets dry
weather, hesaid, and rainy weather
bringsrain.

City uses
lesswater

Oberlin City water use climbed
over 800,000gallonslast week, then
steadily dropped withtherains.

Despitethewet weather, watering
restrictionsremain in force. Those
with odd addresses can water on
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
and those with even addresses can
water on Wednesday, Friday and
Sunday. Nowateringisallowed on
Mondays.

Thecity pumped:

« 433,000 gallons on Monday,
June 28.

» 814,000 gallons on Tuesday,
June 29.

* 685,000 gallons last Wednes-
day.
« 335,000 gallonson Thursday.
« 273,000 gallonson Friday.

* 240,000 gallonson Saturday.
* 424,000 gallonson Sunday.
« 383,000 gallonson Monday.
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County
talks
money

The Decatur County commis-
sioners heard budget requests last
Tuesday fromrepresentativesfrom
the Thomas County Alcohol and
Drug AbuseCouncil andtheNorth-
west Kansas Family Shelter.

Nina Carpenter from the drug
abuse council said most of their
work is outpatient counseling. She
saidmost of itisdonein Colby, with
peoplecomingtothem, butthey will
travel toOberlinif thepersonwants
themto.

Shesaidtheagency doesget state
money, and they useadliding scale
tochargepatientsandaredligiblefor
third-party payments, suchasinsur-
ance. They work with people who
have tickets for driving under the
influenceand minorsin possession.

Commissioner Doyle Brown
askedwhenthey started servingthe
area, and shesaidin 1973.

When people are charged with a
drug or alcohol violation, such as
drivingunder theinfluenceor minor
inpossession, shesaid, they getalist
of placesthey can get evaluations
done. Her agency doesanumber of
them, shesaid, but. thereareprivate
individualswho can do theeva ua-
tions.

Quiteafew of thereferralsfrom
Decatur County, said Ms. Carpen-
ter, are from friends, family or the
Valley Hope Alcohol and Drug
Treatment Center. Shesaidthey try
to offer thewholefamily help with
their service.

When an evaluation is done, she
said, the patient might be referred
for treatment, maybe just an eight-
hour classor anoutpatient schedule.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
they would hold onto the informa-
tion and look at it again when they
areworking on the budget.

Nocertainfigurewasbrought up.
The county hasn’t givenin the past
tothisgroup.

CharlotteLinsner withthefamily
shelter said shewanted tothank the
county for its support. They gave
$500inthepast. Shesaidthey would
appreciate that support again. She
said Oberlin City pledged $600and
shewould like the county to do the

Accident claims

A trafficaccidentonU.S. 50 east
of Peabody in Marion County last
Tuesday, June29, killedthreemem-
bers of an Oberlin man’ sfamily.

Dead are Victoria Bogner, 43,
daughter of HaroldNichol sof Ober-
lin; her son, Gerald Bogner, 21; and
hiswife, Charlie Michelle Bogner,
17, dl of Wright, in Ford County.

Also killed were John Cafferty,
56, and his wife, Shirley, 51, of
Wichita. Thedeathsmadeatotal of
at least nine people killed while
waiting for construction on the
stretch of U.S. 50 east of Peabody
thisyear.

The Kansas Highway Patrol re-
ported that a semi-trailer rig
slammed into the back of avehicle
waiting for apilot carinaconstruc-
tion area, causing a six-vehicle
chain reaction that |eft five people
dead.

Trooper Mike Ottensmeier said
the areais well marked. Six-foot
orange signs warn drivers of the
constructionmorethanamileahead
of thearea, about threemileseast of
Peabody.

According to the patrol report,
Richard Duncan, 33, Granite City,
[1., driver of thetractor-trailer, told
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Fountain
staysbusy

IN THE AFTERNOON
on Tuesday, Leah Marietta
(above) madesoft drinksat
the soda fountain in
Addleman Drug Store.
TriciaDorshorst (left) paid
for her drinks. Thefountain,
open throughout the sum-
mer, offerseverythingfrom

limeadesto malts.
— Herald staff photos
by Kimberly Brandt

troopersthat hewas dozing off just
beforethe crash about 6 p.m. Tues-
day. Hewastakentoahospital with
aninjured hip.

Two Mexican nationals were
killed the day before when their
pickup, also waiting for a pilot car
at the same location, was struck
from behind.

On May 10, two Marion County
residents, Lori Leeders, 42, and
Brandi Billbe, 40, werekilledwhen
avanthey wereridinginwasstruck
from behind by atractor-trailer as
they awaited apilot car about eight
milesto the east.

Victoria Bogner was born Feb.
14,1961, at Oberlin, thedaughter of
Harold and Kathleen (Canaga)
Nichols.

Sheattended Oberlinschoolsand
graduated from Decatur Commu-
nity High School in 1979.

Shemarried Bryan P. Bogner on
July 14, 1990. She was a payroll
clerkfortheDodgeCity School Dis-
trict.

Survivorsincludeason, Brandon
Bogner, and a daughter, Emily
Bogner, both of the home; and two
brothers, HaroldNicholsllI, Texas,
and Richard Wesley Nichols, Dan-

threelives

bury, Neb.

Gerald Christopher Bogner, 21,
washborn Oct. 9, 1982, at McCook,
Neb. OnMarch 15, 2003, hemarried
Charlie Michelle Fry at Hartford,
Kan. Hewasasanitationworker for
thecity of Dodge City.

CharlieMichelleBogner, 17, was
born June 30, 1986, at Emporia, the
daughter of Mike and Linda
(Meyers) Fry. On March 15, 2003,
she married Gerald Christopher
Bogner at Hartford.

Survivorsalso include: her mot-
her, LindaFry, Madison; her father,
Mike Fry, Bloom; and two sisters,
MaggieKane, Amarillo, Texas, and
Stephanie Fry, Emporia.

Vigil service was held Sunday,
July 4, at St. Andrew Catholic
Church in Wright for all three vic-
tims. A funeral MasswasheldMon-
day at the church with Father Rob-
ert A. Schremmer officiating. Buri-
aswereinSt. Andrew Cemetery at
Wright.

Thefamily suggestsmemorialsto
theCourt A ppointed Special Advo-
cate program in care of the
Burkhart-Ziegler Funeral Chapel,
1901 N. 14th Ave., Dodge City,
Kan., 67801.

|nsUrancetopay for part of roof

Decatur County commissioners
heard fromtheirinsurancepool last
Tuesday morning that the county
will receive around $85,000 to-
wardsthereplacement of theroof at
the Good Samaritan Center.

The commissioners, Good Sa-
maritan Center Administrator
Janice Shobe and Environmental
Maintenance Supervisor LaVern
Burtis talked with Harry Bowen
from the Kansas Counties Multi-
line Pool inaconferencecall.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
they wantedtoknow what theinsur-
ance company had decided after
being faxed all the roof proposals.
Mr. Bowen said the agency would
suggest the bid from Roofmasters
out of Colby, which included tear-
ingoff theoldroofing, for $105,000.

He said they are thinking in the
range of paying $84,000 to
$100,000. That would not include
thedeductible, sincethat hasal ready

been met.

Basically, saidMr. Unger, thein-
surance company will pay $85,000
and then therest isthe county’ sre-
sponsibility.

Yes, said Mr. Bowen, but the
agency wouldliketoseeacomplete
tear off.

Any experiencewiththeseroofs?
asked Mr. Unger.

Mr. Bowen said heliked therub-
berized roofs with the hard boards
under therubber better thantheoth-
ers.

Mr. Unger said the commission-
erswantedtodo somemoretaking
andthinkingonthe matter, andthen
would call the insurance company
back.

Mr. Burtis said he had contacted
both companies that sent in bids
about the sprinkler system the cen-
ter needs. Hewantedtotalk withthe
companies to seeif the bids were
comparable.

)

One of the companies only has
two people who are bonded. Mrs.
Shobe said the center has a policy
that they can only hire people who
arebonded.

Mr. Burtis said Jayhawk Sprin-
kler saw the blueprints and came
hereandthenmadeabid. McDaniel
Company worked only off theblue-
prints.

Maybethe county should ask for
references, said Mr. Burtis.

Mrs. Shobe said other Good Sa-
maritan centersin Kansasaremain-
ly working with Jayhawk. Shesaid
she would contact the agency’s
building consultant and seewhy.

Thecenterisalsolookingintofig-
uresfor the replacement of several
windows at the center. Mr. Burtis
said someone from Marvin Win-
dows, which Good Samaritan hasa
contract with, wasout towork ona
bid.

Therewere no decisions made.

* City begins
tocount money
for 2005budget

(Continued from Page 1)
cover a car and a computer. He
agreedthat they needtoget back into
upgrading cars.

Mr. Shike said he needs to talk
with Fire Chief Bill Cathcart about
thefiredepartment budget.

Mr. McEvoy said City Foreman
Dan Castle wanted to replace a
coupleof pickups.Mr.McEvoy said
heisn’t surewhat departmentsto put
thosein. He said he thinks some of
those upgrades can be smaller
trucks, S10sor Ford Rangers.

Mr. Shike said hewouldn’t want
all of the pickups to be small, but
some could be. Councilman Ward
said he can seewhere 99 percent of
the time a small pick-up would
work.

They would run around $10,000
apiece, said Mr. McEvoy. Thesug-
gestion wasto put one in cemetery
and onein parks.

For the swimming pool, Mr.
Pomeroy said he would like to put
some money aside every year and

save up for anew pool. Mr. Hirsch
said they could set up a multi-year
improvement plan, but there hasto
beaplan.

A new pool, said Mr. McEvoy, is
agoodideabut thecity needstocon-
centrate on keeping the one it has
open. They talked about tryingtoget
grants.

The council added money for &
new lawnmower for parks, moving
the old one to the youth ranch;
money for a back hoe and a sand
spreader; and talked about adigger
truck for the electric department,
which would cost anywhere from
$40,000 to $60,000 and up.

Thecouncil alsotalked about fac-
toringinal2to 14 percentincrease
in health insurance costs for city
employees.

Mr. McEvoy said none of the
numbersissetin stone.

Thenext budget workshop meet-
ing will be at 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
July 15, inthemeeting room down:-
stairsat The Gateway.

Replacement part
could cost thousands

The county road supervisor told
Decatur County commissioners at
their meeting on Tuesday, June 29
that a breakdown in the 1988
Dresser dozer could cost thecounty
anywhere from $750 to $5,500 for
anew or used transmission case.

Road and Bridge Supervisor Tim
Stallman saidthetransmission case
isbroken. They triedtoseal it, but it
wasleaking oil. Then, hesaid, they
asked Kieth Alstromtoweldit, but
it didn't work. Mr. Stallman said
they took thecaseintoget fixedand
that didn’t work either.

He said a new one costs around
$5,500. Hesaid hestartedtol ook for
a used case at salvage yards and
found onein Colorado for $750.

The salvage yard will ship it to
Berry Tractor in Garden City, he
said. They will look the pieceover,

andif itisin good enough shapetc
be used, then Mr. Stallman said he
wouldliketo purchaseit.

The supervisor said he thought
thiswouldbeagood deal sinceused
onesarenormally half of what news
onescost.

In another day or so, said Mr.
Stallman, theroad crew will beget-
ting into townshipsto start blading
and cuttingweeds. Hesaid hewoul 0
liketo seethe county get somerain
after they blade.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

» Were reminded there would be
another healthmeetingat 10a.m. the
following Tuesday.

» Held afive-minute closed ses-
sion for attorney client privilege
with County Attorney SteveHirsch.
Therewasno action taken.
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