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Rainfall iswaecomeeven
If It cancasour cdebration

Y oujust can’ t get anythingdonearoundhere

thismonth.

Farmerswould beabletoget their wheatin,
suchasitis. Ifitweren’tfor all that pesky rain.
Most townscan’'t even haveaproper Fourth
of July, withfireworksrained out for twodays

straight.

City official scan stopworrying about what
day itis. Nobody’ swatering thelawn.

Gofigure.

For fiveyears, it would hardly rainat all.

Now it doesn’t want to stop.

Y et, withtheinconvenienceand thelossin
quality of what wheat thereis, wedon't hear

anyone complaining.
Not at all.

Cornisgrowing. Miloissprouted. Sunflow-
ersarereachingfor thesky. Pasturesaregreen.
Noonethinksitistoowet, at |east not sofar,
asif such athing is possiblein western Kan-

Sas.

So, it seems, everything has changed. And
curiously, nothing has changed.
Farmers still gather to talk about the

thefields.

The price of wheat will bethe sametomor-

dling.

row asitwasin May, or nearly so.
Thegovernment keepstryingtomakethings
right, but the farm population keeps dwin-

There Il still beal ot of 60-something farm-

ersout there, with darned few 30-somethings
to buy or lease their land. There's one more

big shakeout coming.

Buttherewill beafall harvestthisyear. The

cornprobably won’tdieand shrivel likeitdid

last year.

Combines will reap corn and milo as the
weather turns cool, at least, if the rain stops

long enoughto let theminto thefield.

Heck, at thisrate, therecould besomewheat
standing in September.

Nobody’ s complaining. The drought may
not beover, but thingslook aheck of alot bet-

ter than they have been.

Or Jduly 24.

weather. Crewswait toget combinesbackinto

July 14 would beagood day for fireworks.

We'll taketherain.

—SeveHaynes

Tradeoff aided by cell phones

Taylor asked, “What color isthe
cap on your milk, Grandma?’

“Red,” | told her.

“I’m going to tell my momto get
that one, ‘ causeit’ sthebest milk in
theworld!”

That's probably not going to fly
with weight and health conscious
Kara. Sofar, it' salwaysbeen skim
milk at her house and she will be
aghast at the thought of her daugh-
ter guzzling gallons of whole milk.

—ob—

Saturday we traded one for two.
Taylor’ sthree weeks were up, and
we were scheduled to pick up
Angeliaand Chantelle. Sometimes
it’ salogistical nightmaretocoordi-
nateeveryone sschedules, but with
thehel p of cell phones, weall zeroed
in onthe samelocation.

The scenario started Friday with
Becky, Jim’s youngest daughter,
who livesin San Antonio, transfer-
ring possessionof her twodaughters
tomy youngest daughter, Kara, who
livesinDallas. That wasthefirstleg.

The second leg began Saturday
morning when we headed south
with Taylor, her belongingsand all
the“ stuff” she accumulated during
her stay.

Shewasmost proud of thelndian
arrowhead given to her by a man
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wholet uscomeseehisbuffaloherd.
He probably keeps a pocketful of
replicaarrowheadsjust for kids, but
Taylor believesit wasdropped by a
real, livelndianwhousedtoridethe
Plains.
Shealsohadtotakehomeall her
Sunday school papers, Happy Meal
prizes, pineconesshehad gathered
and someof therocksshepicked up.
Adam and Kara, along with
Angeliaand Chantelle, arrived be-
fore us at what we had determined
wasthe half-way point. Cell phone
communications allowed usto tell
them, “Keepona comin’,” because
weweren't asfar along.
Eventually, wemadetheconnec-
tion and did the trade: one 5-year-
oldforal3-year-oldandal0-year-
old. Pretty much even-steven. That
compl etedthethirdleg, and now our
houseisburiedinsuitcases, clothes

and all kinds of “girly” things. We
have church camp planned for both
of them, two county fairs, wiener
roasts, and hopefully, lotsof fun.

The fourth and final leg, | sup-
pose, will bewhenwehavetoreturn
them to their mother, but that’s al-
most fiveweeksfrom now.

We'll befineaslong aswedon’t
falter.

(From theBibI@
\_ )

And the Lord said, Who
then is that faithful and wise
steward, whom his lord shall
make ruler over his house-
hold, togivethemtheir portion
of meatindueseason?Blessed
isthat servant, whom hislord
when he cometh shall find so
doing. Luke12:42, 43

Honor Roll

~

J

Welcomeand thanksto thesere-
cent subscribers to The Oberlin
Herald:

Kansas: Martin LaRue, Mike
Tacha, Rosalia Stephens, Carl
Wahlmeier, Mark Carter, Jennings;
Carl Neff, Karen Carpenter, Verl
Crabill, Norton; Mary Anderson,
Osborne; DianneBareiss, Overland
Park; Bill Solko, Herndon; Nancy
Woods, Garden City; MattandLyn
Cheney, Rexford; Bill DeMay, Jeff
Jenkins, Sue Elliott, Olathe; Don
and Cindy Whiteley, Lawrence;
Gerald H. Hickert, Keane Wurm,
Hays; Juanita Relph, South

Hutchinson; Eleanor Rogers,
Darrel Bruggeman, Edna Colson,
Gary Huntziker, Selden; Mike
Pomeroy, Enterprise; Vincent
Ritter, Paul Neff, Dresden; John R.
Moellering, Grinnell; Gerald
Karnes, Larry Screen, Saling;
Trevor Urban, Bonner Springs;
CurtisMay, Hunter; DoyleMorton,
Coldwater; Bill Fowler, Ottawa;
Connie Larreau, Donna Wilson,
Wichita; Rolland Parr, Rossville;
Delpha Whale, Hutchinson; Tillie
Pitner, Atwood;

Oberlin: Gary Juenemann, Mary
Noone, John Juenemann, Tracy and

Michael French, IraK olsky, Francis
Hurst, Karon Scott, Wesley Benda,
Darrell Hickert, Betty Grout, Billie
Bryan, Francis Moore, Eula
Juenemann, Loyl Wilson, Hirsch&
Pratt, Mr. and Mrs. R.L. Gaskill,
ElaineThomas, MerlaRhodes, Dor-
othy Hunt, Helen Brooks, Darwin
Sagel, Bill Flynn, Patty Mclntire,
EllenHorn, Dr. Doug Fair, Edward
and Vivian Russ, Jim and Phyllis
Screen, Virgil Kump, Randy Olson,
Travis Hissong DVH, Dale
Overmiller, Duane Berry, Jay
Ketterl, Dorothy Machart, Gordon
Matson.
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Cliff dwdlir

Mesa Verde is awonderful na-
tional treasure, but it'salong ways
fromanywhere.

Wewerein Durango, Colo., and
our itinerary calledfor avisittothe
cliff dwellingsin MesaVerde Na-
tional Park.

Wehadn'tbeentoMesaVerdefor
30 years. All | remembered about
the park wasthat it was hard to get
tothecliff dwellingsandthat it was
really, really hot theday wedecided
tovisit.

We werein acar that had vapor
lock problems. We had to either sit
inthehot sunfor anhour waitingfor
thecar to cool off enoughtostart, or
put cool washclothsaround the gas
line. Welearnedtodothecool wash-
clothtrick quickly and usedit often
onthat trip 30 or so yearsago.

Thistime, wewould be on atour
buswith other members of the Na-
tional Newspaper Association,
which was holding its summer
board meeting in Durango.

It takes more than an hour just to
get to the park from Durango sowe
sat back and enjoyed the beautiful
mountain scenery and watched for
traces of the big burn, which took
thousands of acres and dozens of
homesnear Durango two summers
ago.

Thefiredamagecouldbeseenon
hillsideswhereonly thedeadtrunks
of treesremain. It will beyearsbe-
fore these skeletons fall over, but
new growth has started in most
places.

Onceyou get to theentrance, it's
another hour to theruins. We stop-

gsyiddsoremusdes
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ped at Cliff Palace, oneof thelarg-
est of thecliff-dwelling sites. There
aremorethan 100roomsandsevera
kivas. Archeologists now believe
this was a ceremonial site used by
the surrounding peoples as areli-
gious center with just asmall resi-
dent population.

MesaVerdeitself wasafarming
community.

Scholars believe that the people,
wholived onthetop of themesafor
about five centuries, built the cliff
dwellingsinthe13thcentury sothat
they would have moreland tofarm
and aplaceto safely storetheir pro-
duce.

A 20-plusyear drought and over-
population caused friction among
theclansof theareaandthey finally
moved out to settle the pueblos
along the Rio Grande, from Taos,
N.M., to El Pasoin the south.

Today, the descendants of these
peopleliveinthepueblos,including
Acoma, Santa Claraand Zuni, and
the Hopi reservation.

TheNavgjointheareaarealater
migration, asarethe Southern Utes,
who traded the government the
MesaVerdesitefor amountain sa-

credtothemtothewest.

While climbing down into the
cliff dwellingsis not for the old or
infirm, the government has put in
stone steps and log ladders for
650,000 thousand visitors, wha
swarmover theareaevery year.

After climbing down and around
theareaand then out again, my legs
were complaining. The next day |
could hardly walk because my
muscleswere so sore.

The Indians who lived in these
rookeries cut small hand and foot
holesinto the rock to get from one
placeto another.

Now that would have been afun
climb to work — straight up anc
straight downwith hundredsof feet
of nothingnessin between.

After our visitto Cliff Palace, we
checked out several other ruins but
didn’t get off theroad again.

Theancient Indiansprobably had
apretty good life for the times, at
least until the drought came, but |
think | prefer the air-conditionec
comfort of our bus.

Guess, I'mjust lazy — and after
that day, alittle sore.

Natur€ sbeautylsthetlcket

Riding the Silverton train, you
haveto appreciate the power of na-
ture.

Thetraindoesn'tgoveryfast. The
old narrow gauge tracks twist and
wind their way up the broad valley
north of Durango, Colo. Carsfly by
on the highway or slow to pacethe
engine.

Thetrainseemslikealiving, hiss-
ingthing, arelic of thesilver boom.
It draws three or four trainloads of
tourists to the canyon every day.
Most probably donot appreciatethe
awesome power of nature that cre-
ated and shaped this place — and
continuesto mold it eventoday.

Thetrain is the real thing, of
course. It’s been running up to
Silverton since the days when
10,000 miners dug silver and gold
fromtheicy slopes abovethelittle
town lateinthe 19th century.

True, many of the cars are steel
replicas built in the 1960s, and the
engines are the last narrow gauge
model sbuiltfortheColoradomoun-
tainsinthelate 1920s. But thereare
plenty of 1880scoachesleft,andthe
enginescut their teeth hauling stock
and ore out of the mountainsin the
erabefore paved highways.

Theenginemakesanimpressive
show as it pounds its way up the
grade, but nature rules the canyon.
Snow dlides often block the tracks
in the winter In the old days,
Silverton went without mail and

AIongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

suppliesfor asmuch asthreeweeks
atatime.

Today, with modern equipment,
the highway may be closed for half
aweek at atime. Therailroad does
not try to keep the line open any-
more; too dangerous. Winter trains
turn south of the avalanche chutes.

High on the ridge, you can see
where the huge fires two summers
ago burned mileafter mileof forest.
Today, dead trunksand low grassy
growth crowntheridge.

Thousands of men and women
fought the blaze as it gobbled up
treesand barnsand homes, but only
naturewaspowerful enoughtostop
it. Helicopter andairplanedropsjust
sizzledontherocks. Firelineswere
builtfor naught. Theweather andthe
wind had to change before the
flameswould dieout.

Deeper inthecanyon, you notice
place after place where rails, still
bolted together, but bereft of ties,
line the river. Floods in the 1960s
and’ 70s. swept thetrack away time
after time. The railroad replaced

them, but theconstant expense may
have helped convincethe old Den-
ver and Rio Grandeto sell theline.

A high, hand-laid stonework lifts
thetracksout of part of the canyon,
where the glaciers carved a gorge
too steep for tracks and river. That
hasitsexpenseaswell.

Naturedidn’tintend mantocome
downinhere. Naturekeepsremind-
ingusthat wearevisitorson her turf.

Natureisbigger and morepower-
ful than any of us, than all of us.
Wind, fire, snow, floods, glaciers.
No onecan control them.

What we build, nature can easily
sweep away. But wearealowed tc
visit, and Lord, isshe beautiful. At
15mphyoucancount thewildflow-
ersandidentify them by species.

We rebooked onthelasttwocars,
1880s business cars that served as
traveling offices for railroad offi-
cials and now carry charter trips.
From the brassrail at the rear, we
marvel at the rock formations and
count theties, thankful that Nature
let uscomethisway today.

Reader enjoysstoriesin newspaper
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Thepicture of the Grafel child at
the Relay for Life (in the June 23
Oberlin Herald) wasgreat.

| think you do great area news
coverage. | have quite afew rela-
tivesfromaway fromherewhotake

the paper. | liked the Herndon Ox
Roast picturesand story also.

WilmaMay
Oberlin

(

Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail

to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishform |l ettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted

tothe Want Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formanc
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicis-
sue.



