10A THEOBERLINHERALD Wednesday, July 14,2004

* Senaterace

kegpspeople
Interested

(Continued from Page 1A)
generation farmer and rancher and
the older brother of Randy Ost-
meyer of Oberlin.

Hepointed out that the problem of
depopulationisnot new.

“We were worried about people
leaving town when | was a high
school senior,” he said. “I think
communities need to pull them-
selvesup by their bootstraps.”

Hesaid hehel ped passeconomic
development legislation last year
that would help provide hunting
opportunities and help for bed and
breakfast businesses.

Oneducation. hepointed out that
theHousetriedtogiveschoolsmore
money last year but the Senate and
governor blocked the effort.

“Weheld educationharmless(did
not cut itsbudget),” hesaid. “If we
had cut the schoolslike everything
else, we could have balanced the
budget.”

Raising the sales tax to pay for
educationisnot abusiness-friendly
idea, hesaid.

Every timesalestaxesareraised,
Kansas businesses lose more cus-
tomersto out of state.

“We haveto make surewhenwe
take care of education we get the
samebangout hereinWesternKan-
sasasthey doinEasternKansas,” he
added.

Whilethestate needsto pay for a
basiceducation, it should not pay for
extracurricular activities, he said.
That should be done with local
money if the community wantsthe
programs.

TIM PETERSON

Mr. Peterson said that he has
farmedinLogan County since 1980
and has a Bachelor of Arts Degree
from the University of Kansas, but
also has affiliationswith K-State.

He said that he knows how bu-
reaucracy works, having served on
boardsfor variousfederal farm ser-
Vice programs.

“I"m running so that | can work
for the Kansasfamilies,” hesaid.

There needs to be a reason for
younger families to return to the

area, he said. While depopulation
has been along-standing problem,
itisgetting worse.

Health care isabig problem, he
said, especially health insurance.

“In our family, we pay more for
health insurance than for food and
clothing combined,” he said. “It's
crazy.”

The educational system needs
strengthening, he said. Every child
needs aproper education so that he
or shecanhaveall theopportunities
available.

Right now, he said, our schools
aredoingfinebutif ataxincreaseis
needed, thosedollarsshouldgointo
the classroom, not into anything
else

“We can still cut waste and ad-
ministrative costs,” he said.

The area needs to start working
together to encourage more people
tolivehere.

“We're not just opponents on a
football field,” he said. “We're a
region, we're an area. We haveto
work together.”

QUESTION-ANSWER

During a question and answer
period, SteveHaynes, editor of The
Oberlin Herald, asked the candi-
dateswhat specifically they would
dofor education.

Mr. Rasure said that the educa-
tional system needsto be paid for
like it was designed and not with
property taxesor transfersfromthe
highway fund.

Mr. Ostmeyer said the Legisla-
ture is banking on the economy to
get better. The state should decide
what it will pay for, hesaid, and | et
local communities pay for every-
thing else.

“We can't just raise taxes every
timewehaveaproblem,” hesaid.

Mr. Peterson said he, in the best
political tradition, was going to
waffle, but thinksthe state needsto
solvethe problem.

“| can’tanswer that question,” he
said,“ but, if theproblemisn’tsolved
in Topeka, local districtswill have
to raise property taxes or close
schools.”

* Health committee
lookstothefuture
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L ohoefener. The committee mem-
bers said there are facilities in
Norton, Colby, Hoxieand M cCook.

Mr. Brownsaidit would benice
to“fillinthecracks,” offeringthings
people need that they can't get or
services that are already full else-
where.

Assisted living places have to
have tubs or showers in the room,
said Mrs. Doeden. Thegroup noted
that both nursinghomeshaverooms
with shared bathrooms. Tworooms
could becombinedtomakean apart-
ment, with alittle kitchen area put
inif necessary, shesaid.

Mrs. Shobe said sheknowsthere
isaneed for assisted living. The
doctors, saidMrs. Wilson, havesaid
thereareal ot of peoplewho should
bein an assisted living facility.
Familiesaren’'t pushingtoohardfor
that, said Mrs. Lohoefener. Itisa
hard decision to make.

Mr. Brown said when people in
his age range look for a place to
movethey will look at health care.

“There needsto be astrong hos-
pital for both of thenursinghomes,”
said Mrs. Shobe.

Maybe each facility should list
everything it offersand then figure
out where it fits best, said Mr.
Brown. Everyone could probably
look at their census numbersto see
where they are going, said Mrs.
Shabe.

If therewasassisted livinginone
of thefacilities, would it al be un-
der the same umbrella, asked Mr.
Unger? The facility would need to
becertified for it.

Mrs. Shobe said there are people
inthe Good Samaritan Center now
whowould probably qualify for as-
sistedliving. Somewill choosetogo
toassistedlivingandthenjusttrans-
fer into the nursing home later.

Mr.Brownsaidthereisnoway to
predict what people will decideto
do, but there needsto be afacility
available.

“If we don’t do something, both
homes will struggle,” said Mrs.
Shobe.

Maybe everyone can keep their
earsand eyesopen sothat thecounty
can offer aservicethat no oneelse
does, said Mr. Brown. Mrs. L ohoe-
fener said she wondered what hap-
pened to older prison inmates who
are serving life terms when their
health fails. She said shewould do
someresearchinthat area.

Other members were going to
check into thefeesfor assisted liv-
ing facilitiesin the area, how many
Alzheimer’s unitsthere are in the
areaand do other research.

The group agreed to have ajoint
booth at the county fair to help pro-
mote health carein the county.

The committee will meet again
during the county commission
meetingat 10a.m. Tuesday, July 27.

Stationsplan Senatedebate

Six radio stations in northwest
Kansas will sponsor a 90-minute
debate for candidates running for
the40th District inthe State Senate
at7p.m.onMonday at Frahm The-
ater of Colby Community College.

All three candidatesfor the Sen-
ate seat, Tim Peterson, aDemocrat
from Monument; Dan Rasure, a
Republican from Goodland; and
Ralph Ostmeyer, aRepublicanfrom
Grinnell, have been invited. Doors
openat 6 p.m.

The event will be moderated by
RichEpp, former presssecretary for
former Gov. Mike Hayden. Ques-
tionsprevioudy submitted by listen-
erswill beasked by representatives
from each station.

Sponsoring stations include

KLOE-AM and KK CI-FM, Good-
land; KWGB-FM, Colby/Good-
land; KXXX-AM and KQLS-FM,
Colby; and KGCR-FM, Goodland/
Brewster.

KGCR Station Manager James
Claassen said that the idea of ade-
bate was conceived after the death
of Sen. Stan Clark in atraffic acci-
dentjust monthsintohisre-election
campaign.

“Wefeltthat, althoughthecandi-
dates are well-known in their indi-
vidual communities, the 40th Dis-
trict covers such alarge area that
most residentswill needmoreinfor-
mationabout each candidate’ sstand
ontheissues,” hesaid.

Claassen said the stations will
broadcast the debate at alater date.
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BATTING SECOND AT the Meet-the-Candidates day Saturday at Decatur Community

High School wasRep. Ralph Ostmeyer of Grinnell, aRepublican candidatefor thestate Sen-
ate. Other candidateswaited their turn onthe stage. The event was sponsored by the Decatur
— Herald staff photo by Steve Haynes

County Farm Bureau.

Forum attracts50votershere

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

About 50 people showed up to
meet the candidates at aforum Sat-
urday at the Decatur Community
High auditorium.

Sponsored by theDecatur County
Farm Bureau, the forum drew all
threecandidatesfor the40th District
state Senatecandidates, all threefor
the 120th District state representa-
tive and both District 2 Decatur
County Commission candidates.

After chattingwitheach other and
the audience, the candidates sat on
thestageandtook turnsgivingtheir
views of what the important issues

are and how they hopeto solvethe
problems of the state and county.

Mike Matson, Kansas Farm Bu-
reau communicationsdirector from
Manhattan, moderated the pro-
gram, while Decatur County Farm
Bureau volunteerslaid out cookies,
coffeeand pop and did all thework
to set up the program and publicize
it.

Attending the event were state
Senate candidates Dan Rasure, a
Republicanfrom Goodland; Ralph
Ostmeyer, aRepublicanfrom Grin-
nell; and Tim Peterson, aDemocrat
from Monument; state representa-

tive candidates Doug Sebelius, Re-
publican, Norton; Bob Strevey,
Democrat, Norcatur; andincumbent
John Faber, Republican, Brewster;
and Decatur County Commission
candidatesincumbent Ral ph Unger
and Phillip Lahman, both Oberlin
Republicans.

The senate candidates are vying
for theseat held by Stan Clark, who
waskilled in atraffic accident ear-
lier in the summer. Gov. Kathleen
Sebeliushasappointed Ruth Clark,
hiswife, tofill theseat until theelec-
tion. Sheis not running for afull
term, however.

* Menlookingat House seat

(Continued from Page 1A)
tax structurefromthat of thefederal
government and goitsownway set-
ting up adeduction structurethat is
best for the people of the state.

Education is high on hislist, he
said.

“Once your schools start going
downhill,it’ slikelosingachurchor
storeon Main Street,” he said.

Thefamily farmisanother issue,
he said. The state needs to have an
active antitrust policy to protect
farmers, he said, noting that three
companies slaughter most of the
cattlein the country. This, he said,
should be an anti-trust issue.

BOB STREVEY

Mr. Strevey, who said he has a
deep attachment to Oberlin and
Decatur County, noted that candi-
datesput onlotsof milesandinvest
innumerable hoursin campaigning
and talking to people.

He read a essay from The Ober-
linHerald’ sFreedom Section 2004
by Andrew Dempewolf, in which
the young man notes that the two
political partiesseemto befighting
al thetime.

He assured Mr. Dempewolf and
theaudiencethat thetwopartiesare
not“swornenemies,” that everyone
isworking to solve problems.

“Each of us hasto pitch in there
and makethingswork the best they
can,” hesaid. Everyonehastowork
together.

He likened the area’ s outward
migrationto alesson hehad seenin
the Vietham War when a sleeping
soldier on guard duty had been
awakened by ashout tofind hisser-
geant holding a gun between his
eyes.

“Wereally need a great wakeup
call,” Mr. Strevey said. “We' vegot
alot at stake, and our area of the
county’sinjeopardy.”

There are those in the state ac-
tively opposed to public education,
hesaid, includingsomewhobelieve
in parochial schools, private
schools, home schooling and no
schooling.

“Therearepeoplewhowouldlike
to return Kansas to a class society
likeitwasat theturnof thecentury,”
he said, “with the wealthy and ev-
eryoneelse.”

He said he opposed high stan-
dardstogetintothestate’ scolleges
becausethat putanunfair burdenon
small rural schools.

He warned that cutting income
taxes, which has been done in the
past, couldleadtoproblemsif prop-
erty taxes keep going up. In the
1930s, he said, property became
worthless because the taxes were
morethan theland would produce.

JOHN FABER

Mr. Faber, aformer member of
theBrewster School Board, saidthat
he supports education and worked
to get more money for schools last
year as amember of the House of

Representatives, but the state Sen-
aterefusedto passthebill withouta
tax increase.

“ Sometimesyou haveto dowhat
ispossible,” he noted, “not what
needsto be done.

“Thisyear, it broke my heart to
come homewithout anything at all
(for schoal districts).”

Johnson County, which provides
30 percent of the state revenue,
wouldliketolet itsschool districts
increase the local option budget
from 25 percent of adistrict’ stotal
spendingto 30 percent, hesaid. The
people there want to support their
schoolswith property taxes. How-
ever, out here, that isn’t feasible
because our property tax base just
won't cover the costs.

Mr. Faber pointed out that hehas
held his seat for eight yearsand he
has worked on the education com-
mittee for six, although heis no

longer onthat committee. Heisnow
thevicechairman of thetransporta-
tion committee.

While anew person would have
totakewhat hecould get, Mr. Faber
said, asanincumbent hehasbuiltup
relationships and connectionswith
other representatives.

Johnson County has27 represen-
tatives, he said. In northwest Kan-
sas, the 120th district, which he
serves, covers five counties. The
western half of thestatehasonly 15
or 16 representativestotal to cover
more than 50 counties.

*Three
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here, people go elsewhere to get
them and spend money there.

“We have a tremendous health
caresystem,” hesaid.“We' reprouc
of it.”

Thecounty isthrifty, hesaid, buy-
ing most thingsfor cash, and hasno
bonded debt.

State and federal mandates hurt
the county, he said, including the
new requirement to provide an
elaboratevoting machineand make
all polling places handicapped ac-
cessible. That will resultin closing
thepollsinsmaller townsand mov-
ing al voting to the courthouse in
Oberlin, hesaid.

In Decatur County, when some-
one has had trouble getting to the
polls, Mr. Unger said, an election
worker would hand carry aballot to
them. Many polling places will be
closed because of the new require-
ments, hesaid.

Mr. Unger said that the county
commissioners work together as e
team and although he doesn’t have
all the answers, he would continue
to do hisbest.

PHILLIPLAHMAN

Mr. Lahman said that heis best
known for having brought the
school districtlocal optionbudget t
a vote of the people, who votec
against the latest tax increase.

He said heis not against educa-
tion, butisagainst wasteandraising
taxes. Hesaid hereadsthe newspa-
per, and some of the government
purchases border on luxury.

Therecent rains have helped, he
said, but the drought and cutbacks
have hurt the economy here.

“1 don’ tthink Decatur County has
seentheworst yet,” he said.

Mr. Lahman said that he thought
thecounty isin good condition, but
it still needs to cut waste, such as
spendingonvehicles. Withthehigh
cost of gasoline, he said, having
fewer vehicles could save money.

“I’m not against spending in
county government,” hesaid. “1'm
just against waste.”

Therearelotsof thingsthecounty
needs to spend money on, he said,
including maintenance, thelandfill
and health care.

He said he would look at hiring
practices and make all department
heads advertise all open positions,
which he said should help to raise
morale.

Mr. Lahmansaidthat hewouldn'’t
spendasmuchtimeonthestatelevel
asMr. Unger does, but would get out
and talk to people.

Country Advocate
classifieds work!
Call 475-2206

All you can eat

However...If you'd rather walk on it instead of eating it...

Discount prices on all in-stock

& special order carpet.
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from Southwind Mills are Double Discounted.
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206 Norris Ave.
McCook, NE 69001
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