Granddaugnter onthemove

Granddaughter Alexandriawent
to church camp two weeks ago,
Angelialeft Sunday for her week
away, and Chantelle is “on deck”
waiting her turn next Sunday.

| think it does children so much
goodtohaveatimethatisjusttheirs.
It's important for them to make
friends ontheir own. Angeliais13
andavery salf-confident younglady
in most areas, but when it came to
going to camp, she had some mis-
givings. “Grandma, | won't know
anybody there.”

Remembering how | felt going
away to my first camp, | devised a
plan to introduce her to some other
girls going to camp. The Saturday
night before they were to leave, |
made some phonecallsand in short
order, we had a pizza party orga-
nized.

Itdidn’ttakelongbeforethegirls
were talking and sharing stories
about school like they had known
each other for years. The next day,
waiting toload the bus, | took their
picture. They struck their “Rock-
ette” poseand hadtheir armsaround
each others' neckslikekidsalways
do when they’re acting goofy for
pictures.
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Of course, therewereboysgoing,
too, afact that was not lost on the
girls. And, I'mnot toooldtonatice
that the boyswere being pretty ob-
servantthemselves. Atthisage, it's
amusing how differently the two
genders handl e the same situation.
Boysget quiet, shovetheir handsin
their pockets and kind of shuffle
aong. Girls, on the other hand, get
gigaly, pushy andlouder. How it all
ever worksisamiracle. But, some-
how, it does.
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Drivingtotowntheother day, Jm
said, “Thisrain hasjust ruined that
littlecorn.”

“Areyou nuts?’ | asked in my
most demure manner.

“Well, look at it,” he said, “It's
goneand madebig corn out of it.”

It'strue. The corn has, literally,
shot up, and seemingly overnight. |
would imagine if you had the pa-
tiencetositandwatchasinglecorn
stalk for aday, you could actually
seeitgrow. Pasturesaregreen, farm
ponds arefilling up, terraces stand
full, lawnsdon’t need much water-
ing, andfarmersseemtohavealittle
bounceintheir step again.

It'stoo late for the wheat, of
course, butthemoisturewill helpthe
corn, milo and alfalfa. Too soon to
say thedrought hasbeen broken, but
nobody would give adrop back.
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When my mother died, | heard
from morethan one person that the
trait they most admired in her was
that she never said anything nega-
tive about anyone. | was taking a

little break this morning and ran
acrossanexcerpt from her book that
spellsout her philosophy. Shewrote
thisOct. 16, 1941:

“Alotof peoplespendal ot of time
discussingthefaultsof therest of the
people. | imaginealmost any oneof
you, if you will just stop and think,
will realize that you have heard
something not quitecomplimentary
about every single person you
know.

“It’ sashame, instead of discuss-
ing the shade of hair Mrs. Whats-
hername is wearing now, we don’t
just speak of the beautiful fancy-
work shedoes.

“Instead of telling how Mr. Doe,
fromover north, spendsall hemakes
and then some, and never keepshis
harnessrepaired, or takessuch poor
care of histools, we might remark
that he thinksthe world of hischil-
dren, and carriesthewash water for
hiswife. | think we' reall of usover-
worked, overtired, overnervous,
and oversensitive. We're forever
lettinglittlethingsworry us, andthe
troubleis, we'reall soalikewecan't
seethat.”

| needed to be reminded of that.
Thanks, Mom.

Young candidatewould beagood bet

( L etterstotheEditor

TotheEditor:

For the past several months, |
havebeenfollowingthe40thdistrict
Senate campaigns and have paid
close attention to al of the candi-
dates, onein particular.

Asyou may recall, ayoung man
from Goodland, Dan Rasure, filed
for candidacy in January and has
been hittingthecampaigntrail hard
sincethen. | havebeenreceivinghis
e-mail newsletter since February,
and every week | havebeen pleased
with hisresearch into asubject and
hisbroad rangeof issues. | think that
Mr. Rasureistheright choiceinthis
election.

Hisage, andthelack of lifeexpe-
rience that comeswith youth, have
been called into question. | would
like to express my opinion on this
issue. | have met him on numerous
occasions and have been very im-
pressed with his presence and his
attitude, and | cantell you onething
for certain—youforget howold (or
young) heisonceyou havemet him.
Weshould all havethat quality.

His age does not matter as much
ashiswillingnessto becomeapub-

lic servant. | believe Dan when he
saysthat heis committed to north-
west Kansas. Hehasshown thisbe-
causehewaswillingto put hisname
ontheballotinJanuary, longbefore
anyoneelsefiled for the position.

| have also been impressed be-
causeof how hard hehasbeenwork-
ing for the last six months. When |
talkedtohimlast, hesaidthat hehad
traveled over 26,000 milesto make
ittoevery towninthe18-county dis-
trict and meet as many people as
possible. | think that only hisyouth

Reader happy

TotheEditor:
| enjoy reading the old stories,
over the last hundred years. | like
your paper better than the
Hutchinson Herald.
Walter Moore
South Hutchinson

wouldallow himthat kind of energy
and drive. We need someone like
that to represent us. We always say
weneed good representationin To-
peka, and now we have the chance
tohavethat.

If you choosenot to votefor Dan
Rasurebecauseof hisage, | urgeyou
to reconsider. | have met him and
talked to him about many things,
political and non-political, andheis
at ease discussing anything. He al-
ways answers questions with re-
spect andtact, whichissomething |
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think Topekashould have.

And he does have more experi-
enceinpolitics, andlife, thanaper-
sonwould think. | was surprised to
learn that he spent all of hisyouth
workingin hisfamily lumber busi-
ness and spent nearly ayear in
Washington working for Sen. Sam
Brownback and Rep. Jerry Moran.

He does have experience. Now
we have the chance to give him
somemore, andthekindthat will go
onto benefitall of us.

Charlie Corcoran, Oberlin
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NOTICE

Voter Registration Books
for the Primary Election
will close at 9 p.m.
on Monday the 19th
of July, 2004
In the Office of the
Decatur County Clerk
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Don’t Miss

July 15,16 & 17

The parking lot will be
full of bargains!!!
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