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Countyright toseek bids
closer tohomefor vehicle

Decatur County commissionersareright to
look for “local” bidsfor atruck for thesheriff’s
office, even if it turns out that Kansas law
would allow them to buy from some Internet

listinginlllinois.

It’ struethat weliveinanincreasingly glo-
bal economy, but it’ salso truethat most of us
don’t makeour livingin Illinois— or Wash-

ington, or India

Buyinginthe county isnot anissue, unless
thesheriff canget by withausedvehicle. Other
county departments have done that, but law
enforcement does put alot of stressonacar.

It’ s been years now since the county had a
new-car dedler. Still, thedeal ersin surround-
ing counties contribute measurably more to
our economy thandoesoneinlllinois.

The priceof around $22,000, plus$350 for
delivery, soundsgood. But themoney will be
gone from the High Plains economy, and an
out-of -statedeal er won’ t beavail ablefor war-
ranty service. That dealer doesn’ t hireanyone
out here, pay taxes out here or buy parts out

here.

Our economy out hereisbad enough asis.
If wewanttomakeitworse, thenby all means,
we need to buy stuff somewhereelse.

restrict the purchase to a Kansas-licensed
dealer, wewouldnot favor buyingatruck from
[llinois. Thecounty should consider bidsfrom
Nebraskaor Colby first.

Commissionersal so might suggest that the

sheriff consider asmaller vehiclethantheFord
Expedition, Chevy Tahoeor Dodge Durango
they havebeenlooking at. Many departments

operate with smaller, less expensive Ford

ups.

Explorers, Chevy Blazers or four-door pick-

Whatever commissioners come up with,
they probably do needto buy avehiclefor the
sheriff sometime. Patrolling is hard on ave-
hicle, but whenthereisan emergency, every-
onewantsthe sheriff thereright away.

Livesdependonit.

Over thelast 10 years, no government out-
fit hasbeen morefrugal than the county com-
missioners. They squeeze every penny, and
they’ ve held taxes down to the minimum.

They have been, and continue to be, good
stewards of our tax money. But if they pay a

littlemorefor atruck becauseit helpsour re-

Even if it turns out that state law does not

gional economy, we' |l buy that.
We'redlinthesamelittleboat out here, and
we need to bail together.

—SeveHaynes.

Candidatesshowthar sands

Scenesfrom the meet-the-candi-
datesday:

For abunch of glad-handers, the
candidates don’t seem too eager to
meet new people. | havetocollarthe
ones| haven't met.

If they are reticent, though, it
passeshy thetimethey get onstage.

The thought strikes me that |
might be able to make some obser-
vation that would make every can-
didatecringe. That should be popu-
lar.

Norton’s Doug Sebelius came
acrossasthemost liberal of thelot.
That’s no surprise. He's always
been seenasamember of theGOP' s
“left” wing.

Hisideasontaxation—addinga
“super rate” to the current income
tax to soak the rich, and “ decoupl-
ing” the state income tax from the
federal system so the state could
decideitsown deductions—would
make aDemocrat proud.

Mr. Sebeliusmadeit pretty clear
he thinksit will take atax increase
tosolvethestate’ sbudget problems.
His talk of making rural Kansas
more attractive to families made
sense, but hedidn’t really say how
to dothat.

By contrast, the Democrat in the
race, Norcatur’s Bob Strevey, fo-
cused onthephilosophical issuesof
the school battle, not something
most of usthink about.

Therearethoserallyingagainsta
school taxincrease, hesaid, whojust
don’t like public education. They
want private schools, church
schools, home schools or no
schools, but not publicschools. He's
right about that: some of these
peoplehave an agenda. Most of the
conservatives just don’t want to
raisetaxes, though.

Theconservatives— Reps. John
Faber, running against Sebeliusand
Strevey for re-election, and Rep.

AlongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

Ralph Ostmeyer, running for the
Senate — pointed out that they
voted for a House plan that would
have added nearly $200 per student
to school districts' spending base.
That would produce nearly
$100,000 ayear in Oberlin.

Mr. Faber, aformer school board
member who traditionally is more
generous on school spending than
some conservatives, said it made
him sad to come home without any
money for schools.

Mr. Ostmeyer said at least they
had “held education harmless”
while cutting other programs.

Mr. Sebeliusand Goodland’ sDan
Rasure, likethe Senateand thegov-
ernor, criticized the House plan as
“smoke and mirrors,” robbing one
budget to pad another. Most likely,
they areright.

Mr. Sebeliuswaswell spokenand
made his case clearly, as befits an
experienced trial lawyer. (A pros-
ecutor, though, and not oneof those
contingent-fee hucksters.) He was
thebest-spoken of the House candi-
dates.

TheSenatesidedidnotwinglory
asorators. Mr. Rasurewas nervous
and halting, and he misspoke a
couple of times. He said, for in-
stance, there was an effort to bring
aVeterans Administration hospital
to the district, when he meant a
clinic.

Severa intheaudienceof 40said
|ater that they wereimpressed with
hisyouth and hisenthusiasm, how-

ever.

Rep. Ostmeyer rambled so long,
the host, Mike Matson of the Farm
Bureau, was ready to give him the
hook. Hemadeit clear that hewasn't
going to push for atax increasefor
schools. As the state’s economy
improves, he said, it will provide
enoughmoney totakecareof neces-
sities. That’ saperceptiveview: just
wait, andtheproblemwill goaway,
but he’ sprobably right.

Rep. Faber was, well, Rep. Faber.
He's held the seat for eight years
now. Hebeat both hisopponentslast
time, and unlessone of them learns
toknock ondoors, there’ snoreason
tobelievehewon’tdoit again.

Likethe Senaterace, though, it’s
too early to tell who will pull out
ahead.

And that Senate scramble? Rep.
Ostmeyer probably isbetter known
and has better party connections.
Hisexperienceishismaincampaign
plank.

Dan Rasure has his enthusiasm
and, for anew college graduate, a
great deal of political and govern-
ment experience. His uncertainty
beforeacrowd shouldfade. Heim-
presses people as bright, dedicated
and sincere.

Democrat Tim Peterson startsout
behind, but hehasfarmconnections.
Still, it saRepublican seat to | ose.

For now, though, it’ sarace.

Now, havewe missed anyone?
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IRAQ REMEADING”

Oh, aure shelikestoexercise

I’ ve got to admit, I’m not big on
exercise.

| think goingtothegymisawaste
of timeand money. If apersonneeds
exercise, they shouldjustwalk tothe
gym and back. They’ d have gotten
plenty of exerciseand savedthecost
of membership.

My daughters have not bought
into thisidea

They say they will never walk to
thegym and it’ sonly because they
pay their membershipduesthat they
goat all and exercise. They’reboth
pretty cheap, and they hateto waste
themoney oncethey’ vepaid.

Actualy, | understand that con-
cept. | useit myself. | buy ticketsin
advancetothingsl want toseeor do
sothat when | get busy, | know I'll
takethetimetogotowhateveritis.
I’mtoocheaptoletthepre-paidtick-
etsgotowaste.

But, back to exercise.

| hateto exercise.

| don’t like soremuscles.

| don't like to be sweaty and
smelly.

| don’t liketo be hot and tired.

However, | exercisemost days—
sometimes| gokickingand scream-
ing— because Steve does.

Westartedwalking afew minutes
aday about 20yearsago. Gradually,
Steveincreasedthesewalksfrom 10
to 15minutestwotimesaweek, then
threetimes aweek. Soon it was 20
minutes uphill three times aweek,
then 30 minutes.

Schedules change, workloads

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com

J

change and our bodieschange.

Steve' sdoctor saidthat heshould
start exercising every day.

So did we go back to 15 minutes
anddoit every day?

Oh no. Now hethinkswe should
go for 30 minutesfour or five days
aweek and an hour on weekends.

In the spring and fall, we go out
in the country and enjoy the beau-
tiesof nature.

In the winter, we walk around
townalot becausewedon’t wantto
get caught out on country roadsina
storm.

In the summer, we walk around
town if we are going out after dark
and in the country if it isstill day-
light.

If itlookslikeastormiscoming,
wetry to stay closeto home so that
we won't be too drenched if it
catchesus.

The other day, we were walking
alongafter dark whenthewind came
up. Now, it had been a hot, humid
walk and anice breezewould have
beenwelcome.

This, however, was not a nice

breeze. Thiswasthe gusty front of
athunderstorm, and wewerewal k-
ingonagravel road.

Itwaslikewewerebeing sandpa-
pered without the paper. Now |
know how a window feels when
someonethrowssmall rocksat it.

Toaddtomy worries, therewere
trees on both sides of the road anc
the gusts were making them benc
and sway. Rustling leaves can be
very loud inthemiddle of the night
onthe edge of astorm.

Just as| wasworrying about fall-
ing branches, a big one swept past
me. It was on the ground moving,
but my mind was able to come up
with trees falling on us and limbs
coming down to bash our heads.

Wegot back homeabit faster than
usual because of the storm. Our
speed was one part fear, one part
caution and one part wind at our
backs.

Despitethe scary night walk anc
aday’ swork of mowing and weed-
ing, Steveisready for another walk.

I think I’ll buy him aticket to the
nearest gym.

BlueCrossnot only opponent
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

| read with interest your recent
editorial entitled“ Insurancecompa-
niesblock health care benefits.”

A healthy debate regarding the
pros and cons of association health
plansistimely as Congress contin-
ues to grapple with this proposed
legiglation. In addition, it islikely
that this topic will soon generate
more interest in Kansas, as state-
wide organizations and legislators
discusspossible changesto current
stateinsurance lawsthat could cre-
atemany of the samedynamicsthat
couldarisefromfederal association
health plan|egidation.

| believe that you overlooked
someimportant factswhilepresent-
ing your point of view to readers,
and| hopeyouwill allow metopoint
out afew additional piecesof infor-
mation for your readers’ consider-
ation.

Firstof all, youarecorrectin say-
ing that the Blue Cross and Blue
Shield Associationisoneof theop-
ponents of association health plan
legidation; howeverthegroupof 41
independent licenseeswhichcollec-
tively represents more than 88.8
millionmembersisfar fromtheonly
opponent. There are more than
1,000 national and state organiza-
tionsthat opposefederal legidlation
that would exempt healthinsurance
sold by association health plans
from state consumer protection.

Opponents are not limited to
health insurers who you character-
izeasopposinglegisationsimplyto
protecttheir ownbusinessinterests.
Thelistalsoincludesgroupssuchas
the National Governors Associa-
tion, the National Association of
Insurance Commissioners, 42 state
attorneys general, the American
Academy of Pediatrics, American
NursesAssociation, the AFL-CIO,
the NAACP, the American Diabe-
tes Association and the American
Cancer Society.

The National Association of In-
surance Commissioners, anorgani-
zation that represents the chief in-
suranceregulatorsfromall S0states,
the District of Columbia and four
U.S. territories, isavocal opponent
of the association health plans|eg-
islation currently before Congress.
Last year, the group asked Kansas
Insurance Commissioner Sandy
Praeger totestify onitsbehal f before
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Itisequally important toconsider
the reasons why certain organiza-
tionssupport thecreation of associa-
tion health plans. The Wall Street
Journal predicts that association
healthplanlegidation“will provide
amaj or boon to the deep pocketsof
small business|obbies.” The Jour-
nal claimsthat theNational Federa-
tionof Independent Businesses, one
of the chief proponents of the hill,
could“reapmorethan$100million
in annual revenue by selling poli-
cies.” If youaregoingtosuggest that
Blue Plansarefighting the legisla
tion for purely business gain, you
should note the possible financial
motivation of organizations on the
other sideof theissueaswell.

Theopponentsagreethat associa
tion health plan legislation is bad
public policy because it would ac-
tually makemattersworsefor more
small businesses, andtheir employ-
ees, than it would help. Here are
some of thereasonswhy:

1. Consumer protections. Asso-
ciation health plans would be ex-
empt from state-mandated benefits.
That would mean the insurance
plansthrough an association health
planmight not cover suchimportant
health benefits as maternity care,
mental health and substance abuse
services, well child care and mam-
mography screening. In addition,
association health plans would not
havetoprovideaccesstoemergency
care and the right to independent,
external review of denied medical
claims.

2. Destabilization of the small
group market. TheWashington Post
concluded that association health
planswould*“ destabilizethecurrent
insurancemarketsandwinduphurt-
ing the consumers they are intend-
ing to insure.” Thiswould happen
because association health plans
wouldbeallowedtooperateoutside
the boundaries of an otherwise
highly regulated industry.

In Kansas, for example, small
group reform laws were enacted
more than 10 years ago which puts
small groupstogether inlarger com-
munity pools, spreading the risk
acrossthelarger group. Inall likeli-

hanA accnaci atinn haalth nl ance

would cherrypick the healthiest
groups, meaning that employer
groupsleft behindinthecommunity
pool would likely see their premi-
umsincreaseduetothesmaller, less
healthy pool.

3. Ranks of uninsured likely to
grow. A study by Mercer and the
National Small Business Associa
tion found that association health
planswouldactually causetheranks
of theuninsuredto swell by onemil-
lion people, at atime when more
than 43 million Americans already
lack any healthinsurancecoverage.

4. Potential for fraud and insol-
vency. Association health plans
would operatethrough agiant|oop-
hole in an otherwise highly regu-
latedindustry. Thislack of oversight
would greatly increase the risk of
unscrupul ousoperatorsworkingthe
systemtotheir benefit. Therewoul
beno protectionfrom abusivebusi-
nesspracti cessuchasre-underwrit-
ing, or raising premiums multiple
timesasan employeegetssick, nor
state oversight of the financial sol-
vency of anassociationhealthplan.

Theideaof exemptinginsurance
sold by association groups from
stateconsumer protectionand over-
sight hasbeen debated in Washing-
tonfor nearly adecade. Itistimetc
explore new, meaningful solutions
to provide small businesses with
access to reliable and affordabl e
health benefits.

S. Graham Bailey, vice president

Corporate Communications anc

Public Relations
Blue CrossBlue Shield of Kansas

:From theBible

For thy word’ s sake, and
according to thine own heart,
hast thou done all these great
things, to make thy servant
know them. Wherefore thou
art great, O Lord God: for
thereisnonelikethee, neither
isthere any God beside thee,
according to al that we have
heardwithour ears. 1| Samuel
7:21,22




