Nursnghomesplan
for futurecounty needs

Bothof Decatur County’ snursing
homeshaveseenadecreaseinnum-
bersin the last 10 years, as home
healthcare, assistedlivingandover-
all better health keep peopleat home
longer.

Administrators from Cedar Liv-
ing Center and Good Samaritan
Center say thisis part of anational
trend, but they want to keep the
homes open and the quality of care
up. The homes have been cutting
back on bedsand tryingtoimprove
servicesfor years.

Thisyear, they have teamed up
with representatives from the hos-
pital and Wheat Ridge Terrace, a
senior apartment complex managed
by the Decatur County Hospital, to
try to work out agame plan for the
future of health care.

The group meets once a month
with county commissionerstolook
at services that could be added to
health care here, how to boost pa-
tient numbersand other areas.

Hospital Administrator Lynn
Doedensaidthey don’t plantoclose
any of thefacilities, but wanttohave
an economically feasible plan to
provide for the future. Thereisno
need for anxiety from staff or resi-
dents, said Good Samaritan Admin-
istrator Janice Shobe.

Mrs. Doeden said the declinein
nursing home residentsisn’t iso-

Health iIdeasoffered

Members of the Decatur County
heal th planning committeeareplan-
ning aboothwherethey can passout
and gather information in the com-
mercial building at the Decatur
County Fair.

RepresentativesfromtheDecatur
County Hospital, Cedar Living
Center, Good Samaritan Center and
Wheat Ridge Terrace apartments
havebeenworkingwiththe Decatur
County commissioners to plan for
the future of health care, see how
they can bring patient numbers up
and find out what kinds of services
peoplewant.

That group plansto man abooth
for the Decatur County Fair, which
will start on Tuesday. Administra-
torsLynnDoedenand Janice Shobe
said the facilities are working to-
gether tomakesurethey areprovid-
ing al the health care needs of the
county.

Mrs. Shobe said she would like
the booth to show not only what the
county can offer with thetwo nurs-
ing homes, Wheat Ridge and the
hospital, but also find out what the

lated to this area. She said sheis
hearingthat thereisadeclineall over
northwest Kansas.

Cedar Living Center, run by the
hospital, iscertifiedfor 36 beds, she
said, and the hospital itself iscerti-
fiedfor 24. Thecenter currently has
31 residents, with five bedsempty.

Tenyearsago, she said, the cen-
ter had 50 bedswith 87 percent oc-
cupancy, andfiveyearsagothecen-
ter had 50 beds with 93 percent oc-
cupancy.

Since then Cedar Living has cut
by 14 beds.

“| feel thenumbershavedropped
because residents of Decatur
County aregivensevera optionsfor
healthcarenow,” saidMrs. Doeden,
“suchashomecareandindependent
living. Some have chosen to move
closer to children or to where as-
sistedlivingisavailable.”

Good Samaritan Center is certi-
fied for 50 beds, al of which are
Medicare and Medicaid certified,
said Mrs. Shobe. Thereare44 resi-
dents, with six bedsempty.

Mrs. Shobe said in 1993, there
were 79 beds with 78 residents. In
1996, there were 64 beds with 60
residents,in1999therewere56 beds
with 50 residentsand in 2002 there
were 55 bedswith 48 residents.

That meansin the last 11 years,
thecenter hasseenadropin bedsof

missinglinksare.

The group would like to know
what services people want at the
hospital and centers, said Mrs.
Doeden. For example, they would
liketoknow if peopleareinterested
inan assisted living facility, where
seniorswhoarenot ready for anurs-
ing homecouldlive.

Representativesfrom Cedar Liv-
ingand Good Samaritanworked up
asurvey for peopletofill out. Mrs.
Doedensaidthey wouldliketocon-
tact every agegroupwiththebooth.

In 2003, said Mrs. Doeden, 79
percent of patients who used the
hospital werefrom Decatur County,
and that number isontherise.

Peoplearetravelingout of county
to get care, though, alot of which
they could get here. Mrs. Doeden
saidsurveysshow that 16 percent go
toNebraska, 4.5percentgotoHays,
1.7 percentgotoNorton, 1.5 percent
to Sheridan County and 6.5 percent
to Colorado.

The flow works both ways,
though, she said, and the hospital
heregets11.4 percent of thepatients

Water usage in Oberlin
plunged fromthebrink of danger
last Tuesday and Wednesday to
moderateon Thursday andlow on
Friday asrain drenchedthegrass
andtrees.

At the end of June and begin-
ning of July, the city was only
pumping from 200,000 to
300,000 gallonsaday. Then last
week it wasapproachingthedan-
ger level of 800,000 at midweek.

Assoon asit rained, however,
water usagedropped, goingtoits
lowest on Friday, asagentle, all-
day rain soaked the earth.

Water restrictions are still in

Water usageclimbs,
plummetswithran

effect. Thosewith odd addresses
canwater on Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday andthosewitheven
addresses can water on Wednes-
day, Friday and Sunday. No wa-
tering isallowed on Mondays.

L ast week, the city pumped:

* 620,000 gallonson Monday,
July 19.

* 798,000 gallonson Tuesday,
July 20.

*795,000gallonslast Wednes-
day.
*458,000gd lonson Thursday.
* 269,000 gallonson Friday.
+390,000gallonson Saturday.
* 440,000 gallonson Sunday.

Twomenendupinjail
ascopshavebusy night

TwoOberlinmenwoundupinjail
Friday, a44-year-oldwhoallegedly
assaulted an officer after beingtold
hiscar wouldbetowed, andayouth
who was found drunk near down-
town.

Undersheriff MikeFrenchsaidhe
washitwithacar door after stopping
adriverat U.S.83and Oak Streetin
Oberlinat 8:25 p.m.

The driver, Terry Urban, 44,
Oberlin becameirate when Deputy
French gave himticketsfor having
expiredlicense platesand noinsur-
ance. When told he couldn’t drive
the vehicle and it would haveto be
towed, the undersheriff said, he
slammed the car door into the
officer’sleg.

Officer French said he was
bruised but nothingwashbroken. Mr.
Urban was arrested for battery
against alaw enforcement officer
and disorderly conduct. He was
taken to jail but later released on
bond.

Officer French said acohol was
not involved in theincident.

About an hour later, at 9:40 p.m.

whileDeputy Frenchandcity Police
Officer Troy Haaswereat the back
door of the courthouse, they heard
adisturbanceinthealley afew doors
down. They said they followed the
noiseandfoundEricFarr, 19, onthe
100 block of Griffith. Mr. Farr was
quite intoxicated, Officer French
said, and the men arrested him for
minor in possession, obstruction of
justiceanddisorderly conduct—all
city charges. Hewasbookedintothe
county jail.
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She said reasons for the decline
include adecreasing population in
the county and other alternatives,
such as home health care, plus,
peoplestay healthier longer.

“Trends nationwide,” said Mrs.
Shobe, “show decreasing nursing
home population. In Kansas alone,
thenumber of bedsavailablein 1997
was 26,604 with 22,899 occupied.
By 2002, those numbers had
dropped to 21,579 and 18,543, re-
spectively.”

Theadministratorsagreethat the
hospital isimportant to health care
inthecounty.

Mrs. Doeden said to continue
havingresidentsinboth of thenurs-
ing homes, they need doctorstopro-
videtheassessmentsrequiredtore-
ceive Medicare and Medicaid pay-
ments. That may need X-ray andlab
facilities which the hospital pro-
vides. Shesaidthey alsoneedaplace
for residents to be admitted when
they need hospital care.

“Without astrong hospital,” said
Mrs. Shobe, “we will see an even
more rapid decline as people will
choosetogoel sewhere, wheregood
hospital careisavailable.”

Thehealthcommitteewastomeet
on Tuesday during the county
commissioner’ smeeting.

from Rawlins County.

Thewomensaidthey plantohave
the booth manned by staff who can
answer questions. If they don’t
know the answer, though, they will
write them down and either Mrs.
Shobeor Mrs. Doedenwill get back
tothe person.
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Park here

ONA SUNNY DAY, CustodianBob Berlshunga“van-
accessible” sign ontheeast sideof thecourthousejustin
timefor the primary. — Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

County
deals

with dirt

Decatur County commissioners
talked with the road and bridge su-
pervisor about current projects|ast
Tuesday, including blading the
roadsand dirt work for thefair.

Supervisor Tim Stallmanandthe
commissioners talked about mov-
ingthecrow’ snest fromthemiddle
of theracetrack to the horse arena.
Mr. Stallmansaidhedidn’ tthink the
crew should take the crow’ s nest
down, but they could use the crane
tomoveit.

Mr. Stallman said before it i<
moved, they should have approval
fromthefair board.

He said the crew has been askeg
todosomedirtwork toget thecattle
areaready for thefair, and the arez
in front of the grandstands for the
demolition derby and the mutton
busting.

Custodian Bob Berls said he has
two signs to hang up to inform the
handicapped that the entrance that
meets the American with Disabili-
tiesAct requirementsison the east
sideof thecourthouse.

Hesaidhewouldliketoattachthe
signstothebuildingrather than put-
ting two more postsin the ground.
Thecommissionerssaidthat woulo
beOK.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

*Heardthat AmbulanceDirector
Patrick Pomeroy will go to Garden
City for training.

» Heardthat Cedar Living Center
has a hallway that needsfire sprin-
klers. The improvement will cost
around $40,000.

» Talked with Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius, who stoppedin the court-
houseto greet people.

LAND

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Decatur County Kansas.

the 6th PM., Decatur County, Kansas

POSSESSION: Day of closing
F.SA.INFORMATION:
expires 9-30-07

Wheat: Base acres - 193.8, yields - 37
Sorghum - Base acres - 11.1, yields - 46

expires 9-30-10

2004 payments.

480 +/- Acres Decatur County Land
Tues., Aug.

Sale Location: Oberlin American Legion, 114. S. Rodehaver, Oberlin, KS

Seller: Robert J. Manning Estate

Richard A. Manning, Executor

Tract 1: North One-half (N1/2), Section Four (4), Township Five (5) South, Range Twenty-eight (28), West of the 6th PM.,

Tract 2: Northeast Quarter (NEL/4), Section Thirty-five (35), Township Five (S) South, Range Twenty-eight (28), West of

TERMS: 10% down day of sale, balance at closing with certified funds.

CLOSING: On or before September 10, 2004, Decatur County Title and Abstract will be the escrow agent and will do the
closing. Seller and Buyers will share the closing costs equally. Buyers will pay the mortgage policies.

MINERAL RIGHTS: Seller’sinterest going to Buyer.

TITLE EVIDENCE: Titleinsurance will be issued with Seller and Buyers sharing the cost equally.

Tract 1: N1/2 of 4-5-28, 320 Acres, 235.1 Acrescrop land, 26.6 Acres CRP @ $31.00 per acre, annual payment - $825.00,

3.6 Acres windbreak @ $37.00 per acre, annual payment - $133.00 per year, expires 9-30-16

Tract 2: NEV/4 of 35-5-28, 160Acres, 114.6 Acrescrop land, 114.6 Acres CRP$37.12 per acre, annua payment - $4,254.00,
CRP payments will be prorated to day of closing. Seller receives al of 2003 FSA payments; Buyers will receive al of
TAXES: Seller pays 2003 and prior years; Buyers pay 2004 and subsequent years.

Tract 1 taxes for 2003 were $797.16; Tract 2 taxes for 2003 were $360.94.

All of thecrop land on Tract 1 has been sprayed for wheat planting. Costs of chemical to be paid by Seller. Costs and
what wheat chemical was applied will be announced day of sale.

INSPECTIONS: Each potential bidder isresponsiblefor conducting their own independent inspections. Seller and Johnson
Realty, Inc., its agency and representatives are making no warranties about the property, either expressed or implied.

MANNER OF SALE: Thisland will sell in two tracts and will not be offered in one unit.

ACREAGES: Acreage figures are considered to be approximate and are from reliable sources based on (USDA) FSA
figures. All FSA information is subject to change. FSA acres may not be the same as deeded acres.

AUCTIONEER’'SNOTE: Tract 1 cropland has been sprayed for wheat planting thisfall. It has anearly new submersible
well which isirrigating the windbreak consisting of 1260 planted trees. Tract 2 has real good CRP established grass with
good grass on the balance of acres. Both tracts are excellent hunting with CRP and trees. Both tracts are set up for fantastic
hunting!

Tract 1

AUCTION

10, 2004 = 2 p.m.

Tract 1
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Announcements day of saletake precedence over
printed material. All boundariesaretheresponsi-
bility of the Buyers. Subject to all easements and
restrictionsrecorded or unrecorded.

AGENCY : Johnson Redlty, Inc., its agents and representatives are the Exclusive Agents of the Sellers.
For moreinformation or atour of thisland, call Lynn A. Johnson,
(Office 785-475-2785 or Cell 785-475-8514)

109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT: www.johnson-real-estate.com

-4 Johnson Realty, Inc.

j Roberta Johnson, Broker « Lynn A. Johnson, Broker/Auctioneer
e o Call Lynn A. Johnson for sale bill or information: 785-475-2785 - Mobile: 785-475-8514 '

Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate Joe D. Green, Sales Associate/Auctioneer Roger Emigh, Sales Associate/Auctioneer
Randy Ostmeyer, Sales Associate David Juenemann, Sales Associate Jerry Lohoefener, Sales Associate Marcia Lohoefener, Sales Associate




