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The House

Sebeliushoping
to solveschool mess

By VERONICA MONIER

Doug Sebelius knows if he's
elected, he'll have some major
problems to face in the

state House of Represen- r ﬁ

tatives, but hethinkshe's [
up for the challenge.

TheNorton lawyerwill - [¢
meet incumbent John [*
Faber in the Republican
primary on Tuesday, Aug.
3, for the House seat in
District 120. The winner
will face Democrat Bob
Strevey of Norcatur inthe
general election Tuesday, Nov. 2.

Although there are many prob-
lems in state government, Mr.
Sebeliussaidthebiggestissuesfor
the 120th district are school fi-
nance, economicdevel opment and
protecting and conserving water.

Mr. Sebeliussaid school finance
shouldn’t beleft tothe K ansas Su-
premeCourttofigureout whenthe
Legislature already knows what
needsto bedone.

“We need to do something fair
for everyone,” hesaid. “Thisisthe
state’s responsibility, not local
government’s.”

He said to solve the school fi-
nanceproblem, thestateneeded to
enhance revenue, not borrow
money. Todothat, hesaid, thestate
neededtolook at eliminatingafew
sales tax exemptions, raising the
tax on cigarettes and alcohol, or
puttinginahigher top-endincome
tax bracket.

“1’m 100 percent dead set against
raising property taxes,” Mr.
Sebeliussaid.

Hesaidtheschool problemisn’t
going to go away overnight, be-
causeit wasn't created overnight,
but a permanent solution needsto
befound assoon aspossible.

“The time for commissioning
studies and sitting on our handsis
atanend,” hesaid.“ Thepeopleare
not happy withthelack of progress.

“Weput alot of demandsonedu-
cationandto meet that demand, the
cost goes up. We haven't kept up
withfunding asinflationrises, and
weneedto.”

Mr. Sebelius said schools are a
big part of economicdevel opment.

“Schools are high on the list of
what attracts people to small
towns,” he said. “Wewant worl d-
class education, and people go
where that good education can be
found.

“Educationisoneof thebest eco-
nomic development ideasthereis.
Businesses want highly educated
high school graduates who also
havegonethroughhigherlearning
programs.”

He said the state needs to do
moreto promote and market Kan-
sasproductsand shouldn’ texclude
any idea. Also, he said the state
needsto promotedestination tour-

D. Sebelius

ism and get all of the departments
working together to see that Kan-
sas diversity of resourcesisputto
good use.

WesternK ansasneeds
to make sure to keep up
with telecommunica-
tions, he said, because
that might be theway to
share some state jobs.
Jobsthat aredonein To-
pekacanbedoneinwest-
ernKansaswiththeright
resources, he said, and
telecommunications
also helpssmall businessesto stay
ontop.

“We need to promote industry
out hereandnot over-regulatesmall
businesses,” he said. “We need to
keepsmall townsattractive, andwe
can certainly help local communi-
tiesonthestateleve by givingthem
theresourcesthat they need— good
education, trainingandbringingan
ideaout intoreality.”

Mr. Sebeliussaid the state needs
to be concerned with water policy.
He said a good, sound, long-term
water policy is critical, because
nothingwill kill arural arealikenot
having water.

Because irrigation rights have
been seriously over-appropriated,
thestateisgoingtohavetobeginto
retire somewater rights, and at the
sametime, help farmersto adjust.

Hesaid theunderground aquifer
isgoing to disappear if something
isn'tdonetostart conservingwater.
Cities, in addition to farmers, will
suffer for the lack asit gets more
expensiveto find water.

“Youcan'tmakewater,” hesaid.
“The aquifer is atremendous re-
source, but we haveto realize that
we' ve allowed overusage of it and
itisn't being replaced. If we lose
that, welose out on all counts, in-
cludingkeepingwesternK ansasan
attractiveplacetolive.

“l don’twanttoact whenthereis
acrisis. TheLegislaturecanfacili-
tate this. Water policy has got to
have top priority, like public edu-
cation.”

Mr. Sebelius said the state al'so
needsto fight theantitrust battleto
keep small farmers in business,
look into alternative sourcesof en-
ergy such assolar and wind power,
stop passing problemsdowntolo-
cal governments, and bemoreeffi-
cient with spending. He said he
would not vote to raise speed lim-
its, because he feels higher limits
would cause problems, such asan
increaseinvehiclefatalities.

Mr. Sebeliusisanattorneyinpri-
vatepracticeasapartnerin Sebelius
and GriffithsLLPinNortonandis
serving his 24th year as Norton
County attorney.

Heand hiswifeNancy havetwo
children.

Faber saysschools
top of hispriorities

By KAREN KRIEN

Rep. John Faber says schoal fi-
nanceisamong histop priorities.

Faber, aformer mem-
ber of the Brewster
School Board, saidhehas
found the whole “school
finance mess’ to befrus-
trating, especialy in the
last few years of hisfour
terms serving the 120th
District in the Kansas
House of Representa-
tives.

Duringthelast legida
tive session, he said, there were
three plans proposed to boost
school money, including a last-
minuteproposal toborrow $94 mil-
lionfromthestate’' sTransportation
Fund whichwould haveto bepaid
back. It would have given schools
somemoney, hesaid, but that plan,
alongwiththeothers, did not pass.
Whenthesessionended, therewas
No more money going to schools,
thoughtherewerenocutsinschool
money either.

Following the May 7 end of the
session, hesaid, legidatorslearned
of a$65 million windfall of taxes
paidto the state. He said that Gov.
Kathleen Sebeliussaid shehad not
known about it until then, but Rep.
Faber saidhethought that it should
havebeenreportedearlier. Itwould
havecertainly hel pedfund schools,
hesaid.

Hethinksthat,inthefall, thegov-
ernor might call aspecial onto
discussschool finance. A lot might
depend on what the state Supreme
Courtrulesinacasewhereadistrict
judgehasorderedthestatetocome
upwith$1billionmorefor schools.

Rep. Faber saidheworriesthat if
legislatorsarerequiredto comeup
withanew school financeformula,
it could be devastating for small
rural schoolslikethosein hisdis-
trict.

“Right now, sales, income and
other taxes from Johnson County
are funding schools across the
state,” hesaid. “Inanew formula,
they will want countiestofundtheir
ownschoolsand, innorthwest Kan-
sas, there are not the property and
salestax dollars.”

Rep. Faber saidhewantstokeep
therural schoolsopen.

“When schools are closed, the
community dries up and blows
away,” hesaid.

A fifth-generation farmer in
southwest Rawlins County, Rep.
Faber saidheisconcerned about the
farming economy, realizing how
important it is to this area. One
problem he seesisthe increasing
dominance of big corporations.

“Thereneedsto bemorecompe-
titioninthemarketplace,” hesaid.
“Weneed to break up big corpora-
tionsliketheCargillsandIBPsand
goback tothesmaller corporations.
Therejustisn’t the competition.

He also sees the rising costs of
gasolinein much the samelight.

“Thereisn’t enough competi-
tion,” hesaid

Hesaidthat whenthepriceof gas
started going up thisspring, it was
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John Faber

because a company closed one of
the big refineries on the West
Coast, and supply and demand
pushed the price up.

Rep. Faber saidhesup-
ports ethanol-blended
gasoline, whereatypeof
alcohol madefromgrain
is mixed with gasoline,
and said there are more
ethanol plantsbeingbuilt
acrossKansas.

He thinks the wind
farmswould do well in
northwest Kansas, where
the wind generally blows every
day. Unfortunately, he said, there
areno adequatetransmissionlines
tocarry power out of thisarea. If a
company would cometo thisarea
to install the wind farms, he said,
they woul d expect tobesubsidized
and, not being a member of the
Utilities Committee, Rep. Faber
was hot sure just how they would
accomplishthis.

“1 think this areawould benefit
from the wind farms. Sen,” he
said.” Stan Clark worked espe-
cially hardto bringthewind farms
to northwest Kansas.”

He said there are several on the
Utilities Committee from western
Kansas, butlosing Sen. Clark, who
was killed in atraffic accident in
May, could beabigloss.

He said he sees the population
dwindling and businesses dying
throughout much of northwest
Kansas, and the area has an older
population.

“Weneed to get small manufac-
turing and other businessestocome
tothisarea,” hesaid. “Insouthwest
Kansas, there are packing plants,
but we don’t have those in north-
west Kansas. Weneed small manu-
facturing businesseslikethegasket
place in Goodland, which may
grow into alarger business. These
typesof businessescanattract other
such businesses.”

Rep. Faber said hewouldliketo
see the speed limit on Interstate
highways go up 5 to 10 miles per
hour.

“All the states around us have
higher speed limits,” hesaid.

Health insuranceisamain con-
cern of people across the United
States, as well as Kansas. Rep.
Faber said that it isafederal prob-
lemaswell asstateand, if thebills
for Medicaid insurance (which
coverswelfareclients) keep going
up, “it is going to gobble up the
whole state’ sbudget!”

“Weneedtostart by loweringthe
mal practiceinsurancethat doctors
pay,” hesaid, “and we need com-
petition to drivethe pricesdown.

“1 am against socialized health
medicine. Instead of payingforin-
surance and medicine, we will be
paying higher taxesto pay for the
health care.

“Thereisjustno‘freelunch’,” he
said.

John and his wife Renee live
south of McDonald. They have
threesons, Josh, Jerry and Jake, and
four grandchildren. TheFabersare
membersof the L utheran Church.
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Strevey believes
INntwo-party system

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Hopingto give peopleachoice,
Bob Strevey, aretired teacher and
military man, haspitched
hishatintotheringforthe
120thDistrict staterepre-
sentativeseat onceagain.

Mr. Strevey, 61, areg-
istered Democrat, saidhe
believesin the two-party
system. By running, he
said, hewouldliketohelp
strengthen the Demo-
cratic Party inthearea.

He said he has aways
been interested in state govern-
ment, and that ispart of thereason
heisrunning. Mr. Strevey ran for
the seat two years ago, but lost to
the Republican incumbent, John
Faber, who is running again this
year.
Mr. Faber will meet Republican
Doug Sebeliusof Nortoninthepri-
mary on Tuesday, Aug. 3,thenMr.
Strevey will goagainst thewinner.

Mr. Strevey said heisin good
health, with several retirements
under hisbelt, andtimetotakepart
intheLegidature.

The candidate serves on the
board of theU.S. 36 Highway As-
sociation and is president of the
Norcatur CitizensAlliance.

As a retired teacher — he
workedthelast year asavolunteer
attheNorton Correctional Facility
— Mr. Strevey said he feels the
school systemismissinganimpor-
tant part—theresponsibility of the
child. Peopletalk about “leaving
no child behind,” hesaid, but until
theresponsibility isput onthechild
to learn, and kids accept that and
want to be educated, things can’t
change.

Asfar as money for education
goes, said Mr. Strevey, he thinks
Tim Peterson (theDemocraticcan-
didate for the state Senatein Dis-
trict 40) had it right in his com-
ments at a candidate forum in
Oberlin last week: This problem
needsto be solved in Topeka. He
saidheagreeswithMr. Faber when
he said the L egislature had failed.

PeopleinofficeinTopekadidn't
get thejob done, he said.

Theschool moneyissuelieswith
the Legidlature, said Mr. Strevey.
A judgeshouldnot beabletocome
inand put requirementsfor spend-
ing onthe school system.

Education, said Mr. Strevey, is
a service industry. He said he
thinkssomeof hisfellow educators
have forgotten that they need to
providewhat thepubliccanafford.

Mr. Strevey saidhewouldfavor
raising taxesto pay for education,
but only if it was necessary.

Anotherissuetheareaisdealing
with is economic development,
whichMr. Strevey saidisn’tanew
problem. He said he can remem-
ber, when hewasahigh school stu-
dent in Norcatur, drawing a chart
on the population trends. Decatur
County hasbeengoingdownsince

Bob Strevey

1900, he said.

“Thisis along-term problem,”
said Mr. Strevey, “and it needs 8
long-term solution.”

What is happening in
smaller communitiesin
western Kansasis are-
flection of what is hap-
peninginlargertowns, he
said. Big agriculture is
running out the small
farmers, hesaid.

The government farm
program was meant tc
help keep small farmers
ontheland, said Mr. Strevey, but
government policy has changed.
Now governmentishel pingrunout
thesmall farmers.

Inthecity, hesaid, businessesget
breaks and aren’t paying property
tax, yet farmers are having to pay
property tax evenwhenthey aren't
making any money off their crops.

“Wehavetorestorehealthtothe
agricultural areato remain grow-
ing,” hesaid.

If the drought continues, he
added, hewould liketo seeaprop-
erty tax moratoriumor asuspension
of it.

Mr. Strevey said heisinfavor of
anything that will bring additional
industry to the area, including de-
velopingwind farms.

Three steps need to be taken, he
said. Thefirst isthat they need to
work on improving the highway
system, second, promote tourism
andthird, put in placeaprogramto
help young farmersget started.

Mr. Strevey said niche farming,
growing specialty cropssuchasor-
ganicproduce, could beimportant..

He said people need to be con-
vinced to conserve our scarce wa-
ter. People should plant more buf-
falo grass, which doesn’t need
much water, in their lawns. The
water sourceisovercommitted, he
said, and that needsto be cut back.

There needsto be a sense of pri-
ority of wherewater shouldgo, Mr.
Strevey said. It needs to be pro-
tected. Onethingthestate could do
ishelp irrigation farmers get back
todry land farming.

Mr. Strevey lives outside of
Norcatur onthefamily farm. Heand
hiswife Kay havethree daughters,
Trudi, Wendy and Hollie.

Thecandidateservedinthe Army
and Army Reserves, retiring in
1992 asalieutenant colonel . Heal so
taught for 31 yearsin area towns
including Norcatur, New Almelo,
Selden, Park and the Norton Cor-
rectional Facility and hestill farms
and works as a volunteer at the
prison.

He said he plans to get out and
shake hands and campaign before
the election. Depending on who
wins the primary, he said, he may
haveto changehisstrategy alittle.

In the end, though, Mr. Strevey
said, all the candidatesare al win-
nersbecausethey aregetting people
involvedinthepolitical process.
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