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The County

Sheriff wantstogo
for 24yearsonjob

Finishinghisfifthterminoffice,
Sheriff Ken Badsky wantsto shoot
for 24 yearsof county service.

Hisaim must be good, since he
has no opposition in the
Republican primary or
the general election this
fall.

Sheriff Badsky grew
upinDecatur County and
has lived all of hislife
here except for nine
months. Twenty yearsof
that time, hehasbeenthe
sheriff.

He said that he enjoys what he
does. Itisachallengeevery day, he
said, sinceitisadiversified field.
Sheriff Badsky saidthereisalways
something new to do and the job
never getshoring.

Thebiggest challenge, hesaid, is
playing politicsand keepingupon
the current technology with the
budget.

The job has changed since he
was first elected. Sheriff Badsky
saidit usedto bethat it wasjust a
good ol’ boy job, and now they
need to keep up with technology
andthechangingcriminal,whohas
become more diversified and mo-
bile.

Everything is much more high
tech, from equipment todrugs. He
said they haveto keep up on all of
that.

The economy, said Sheriff
Badsky, makes a big difference.
Whentheeconomy isn’tgoodthere
are more bad checks, more de-
pressed people and more drunk
driving.

Ken Badsky

Sheriff Badsky said he would
liketo see astaff increase. He said
they have been looking at federal
grants, whicharen’tavailableuntil
2005, to get another of-
ficer. (The department
usualy hasthree, includ-
ingthesheriff, but oneof-
ficer ison military duty.)

He said he has been
looking at grants a lot
lately, tryingtoget money
from other placesto help
with equipment needs.

Part of hisjob, he said,
isbeing preparedin caseof amajor
disaster. Anything can happenany-
where at any time. Sheriff Badsky
said they aretryingto beready.

Herecelved adegreein law en-
forcement from Garden City Junior
College. Hethengot ajob withthe
Oberlin Police Department,
worked there for three years and
then ran for hisfirst termin 1984.
When el ected, hewastheyoungest
sheriff inthe state.

Sheriff Badsky not only holdsthe
24-hour-a-day job of sheriff, but
farms west of town, raising wheat
andmilo. Hesaidhealsohaszebras,
Ilamasand horses.

He and his wife Jan have five
kids, Tim, who sells Cummins
tools; Paula, who is a registered
nurseinHays; Kenyon, whoworks
for Cummins and goesto school at
Fort HaysStateUniversity; Lacey,
whoisgoing to school to beareg-
istered nurseinHays; and Regan, a
sophomoreat Decatur Community
High School. Hesaidthey d sohave
one step-grandchild.

Commissioner
ready for fourthterm

With some unfinished business
andthedesireto help keep Decatur
County viablefor the21st century,
Doyle Brown is seeking
re-election for the Dis-
trict 3 position on the
County Commission.

He is running unop-
posed in the Republican
primary and for the gen-
eral electionthisfall. ;

ThisisMr. Brown's |
12th year as commis-
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Peoplein hisdistrict can talk with
him, he said, and then he either
talkswith the department headsor
lets the citizens know who they
needtotalk to. Hesaid he
helps find answers for
people.

1  Thecommissionerstry
to come up with the best
possible solution to
county problems while
spendingtheleast amount
of money, said Mr.

sioner representing the
southeast part of the
county. Part of keeping the county
viablefor thenext century, hesaid,
isto keep health care services. He
said he hasfocused on health care
for sometime and now would like
tomoveover tofocusmoreon eco-
nomic devel opment.

As acommissioner, said Mr.
Brown, hecan' treally deal withthe
problem of education, including de-
clining enrollment, but the county
needs to have jobs for young
people.

Forthelast fewyears, hesaid, he
has worked on the health system,
and hethinksitiswell onitsway to
beingthebest health-caresystemin
thearea.

Mr. Brown said hismainroleas
commissioneristolistentothecon-
cernsof thecitizensand providethe
servicesthey want. Itisafineline
to walk, though, because people
want services, but not any extra
taxes.

Asacommissioner, he said, he
hasserved asago-betweenfor con-
stituents and department heads.

D. Brown

Brown.

Mr. Brown serves as
the commission representative to
the hospital board and the North-
west Kansas Planning and Devel-
opment Commission board. He
said he attends other meetings as
they come up.

Inhissparetime, heisafirst re-
sponder for the Decatur County
Ambulance Service, andamember
of theUnited Methodist Churchin
Jennings, the Oberlin Rotary Club
and the Jennings Lions, and isa
certified lay leader in the church.

Heisanorganicfarmer, growing
mostly milo and wheat, but has
tried anything that can be grown
organically. Heisaretired teacher
and coach and aregistered Repub-
lican.

Mr. Brown and his wife Kay
havefour children, Kentwholives
in Estes Park, Colo.; Kara, who
livesin Hays; Kurt, who livesin
Quinter; and Keli, who livesin
Wichita. They havefivegrandchil-
dren and three step-grandkids.

Treasurer finishing
her first four years

Afterlearningtheinsand outsin
the Decatur County treasurer’ sof-
ficeinthelastfouryears, JeanHale
islookingtobere-elected.

Mrs. Hale has just
about finished her first
term in office, although
she has worked in the
courthouse since Febru-
ary 1986. She said she |
started in the appraiser’s
office and then moved to
thetreasurer’ soffice. !

She said she ran for
treasurer four years ago
after her boss, Pat Fringer, said she
plannedtoretire. After theelection,
Mrs. Fringer stepped down and
Mrs. Halewasappointed tofill her
term, whichrantothenext October.
While she had opposition four
years ago, she has none thistime,
either intheprimary or thegeneral
election.

“I want to continue to be in-
volved in county government,”
said Mrs. Hale“and | enjoy work-
ing with thefinance part of it.”

Before moving to the court-
house, she said, she worked at a
bank.

The most important parts of the
treasurer’ sjob, shesaid, areinvest-
ingthecounty’ smoney, collecting
personal property and real estate
taxesand distributing them to the
county, schools, cities, townships
and cemeteries.

Mrs. Hale said the office also
takescareof motor vehicletagsand
registration, driver'slicenses and
thedaily work and bookkeepingfor
thecounty.

JeanHale

Themost challenging part of the
jobisprobably keepingupwiththe
staterequirementswhen new laws
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comeintoeffect, shesaid.
When the laws change,
saidMrs. Hale, they need
toget theinformation out
tothepublic.

Shesaidthey a sowork
with all the banksto finc
a safe place with agood
interest rate to invest the
county’ smoney.

Much of her job, she
said, really depends on
what the state does. She saic
through the Kansas Treasurer’ s
Association, shehasbeentaking an
educationa coursetotry toadvance
inher field.

Mrs. Halesaid shewasraised in
Decatur County and graduated
from high school here. She then
took the secretarial science pro-
gramat theNorthwest KansasV o-
cational school in Goodland.

She and her husband Byron, the
county extension agent, livein
Oberlin. Mrs. Hale is aregistered
Republican.

County attorney
shooting for twenty

Steve Hirsch has been the
Decatur County attorney for 16
years, arecordfor theoffice, which

prosecution.

Mr. Hirsch graduated from
Washburn University in 1986 and
earned hislaw degreethere. Heand

was created in 1880.

And it looks like the ]
Republican will win a fﬂ
fifthterminNovember as r"
heisrunning unopposed  [§
in the primary with no
Democratic opposition.

Besides being county
attorney, Mr. Hirsch has

="

hiswife Anita have two
children, Jennifer, 15,and
Joseph, 12.

He is the secretary of
the Kansas State
Firefighters Association
andworkswiththeHoxie
Fire Department as a

been the Oberlin city at-
torney for almost six
years. Heiscity attorney
for Dresden, Jennings and
Norcatur.

Before becoming county attor-
ney, hewasin privatepracticewith
StanMorganandthenwith Preston
Pratt, hiscurrent partner.

Mr. Hirsch said that the differ-
ence between private practice and
being county attorney is that you
are on adifferent sidein crimina
cases. |n private practice, you of-
ten represent the offender, but as
county attorney you represent the

SteveHirsch

training officer. He also
helps with fire schools
around the state and puts
together the Firewire, asix-times-
a'year newspaper withinformation
for Kansasfirefighters.

Heandhisfamily liveontheout-
skirtsof town.

“1t has been a pleasure working
with law enforcement and other
county officials,and wehavedone
agood job,” said Mr. Hirsch. “I
have a good working relationship
with county officials and law en-
forcementandwouldliketoseethat
continue.”

Magistratejudge
Inofficesnce1974

First elected in 1974, John
Bremer has been the magistrate
judgefor Decatur County for three
decades. He is seeking

tions, because normally everyone
leaveshappy.

Mr. Bremer said that the most

frequent cases he hears

another term in the Re-
publican primary elec-
tionon Tuesday.

Before becoming a
judge, Mr. Bremer wasa
corporate lawyer, then
Decatur County attorney,
andasohadaprivatelaw
practice.

Hewasbornandraised
in Oberlin and went to
school at Washburn University in
Topeka.

Being ajudgegiveshimfinality
at theend of acase, hesaid. After
thesentenceisread, hisjobasjudge
isover, unlike alawyer, who may
stay with that client if they want to
appeal or aren’t happy withthede-
cision.

Asajudge, Mr. Bremer said, he
deals with avariety of cases. He
said that themost enjoyableduties
hehandlesaremarriagesand adop-
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John i3remer

aresmall claimsandlim-
ited action suitsand mis-
demeanor criminal trials.

Hisbiggestworry these
daysisthat the state will
eliminate the position of
magistrate here. There
havebeen several pushes
in the Legislature to cut
down the number of
judgesin rura areas and
shift themoney tothecities.

“1 don’twanttobethelast oneto
hold thisposition,” hesaid.

Heismarriedto Dianneandthey
have two daughters, Kristen, who
livesinBeatrice, Neb., and Jessica,
who will be afreshman at Decatur
Community Highthisfall.

Mr. Bremer is running unop-
posed in the Republican primary.
Thereisno Democratic candidate.

Clerk thinksthis
will belast dection

With 18 years of service as
Decatur County clerk —including
four full elected terms— Marilyn
Horn is seeking another four-year
term next week.

Mrs. Horn said when
she started her county
service she was ap-
pointed to the job and
thendecidedtorunforre-
election.

She said she likes her
jobandwantstocontinue

doing it, but thinksthis M. Horn

will beher last term.

Inthe next four years, said Mrs.
Horn, shewould like to get some-
onewhoisreally knowledgeablein
dataprocessinginthebuilding. The
state tellsthem what kind of com-
putersto useand the programs, but
she said it would be nice to have
someonewho really knowshow to
use the computer. Everyone is
trained onthem, but shewouldlike
to find someone who was raised
with computers.

Asthe county clerk, said Mrs.
Horn, sheisresponsible for elec-

tions, accounts payable, the pay-
roll, budgeting, taking minutesfor
the commissioners and motor ve-
hicletax distribution.

At the courthouse, she
said, all the mail comes
throughtheclerk’ soffice.
Shesaid they arealsore-
sponsible for hunting li-
censes, homestead tax ex-
emptions and supplying
tax forms.

Mrs. Horn said sheis
from Nebraska, and
moved herefrom Denver
when she and her husband Steve
becamehouseparentsat theformer
CooksonHillsChildren'sHomein
1981. After two years, the couple
moved to Cedar Bluffs. She said
that iswhen shefirst ranfor clerk.

The couple has three children,
Douglas, whoworksat theDecatur
County Feed Yard; Diana, who
worksfor thestateof Colorado; and
Darren, who teachesin Colorado.
They also havethree grandkids.

Mrs.Horn, 62, aRepublican, has
no oppositionthisyear.

Variety challenges
new regiser of deeds

In the last four years, Judy
Gaumer haslearned theregister of
deeds’ job and she'd liketo bere-
elected for another four-year term.

Mrs. Gaumer said as
the register, she records
any record that affects
real estate in Decatur
County, whether it be a
deed, mortgage or ail or
gas lease. All are re-
corded in her office, she
said. Sheaso dealswith

powersof attorney, death - Jydy Gaumer

certificates, veterans’
discharge papersand surveys.

Thebiggest challengeinthe of-
fice, shesaid, hasbeenlearningto
work with somany different docu-
ments that come in and knowing
the detailsfor how to handleall of
them. Itisachallengeto deal with
the changes that come from the
statealso, shesaid.

Mrs. Gaumer said sheisconvert-
ing the records from microfilm to
computer disk. Shesaid shestill has
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tokeepthedocumentsonmicrofilm
asaback up copy becausestatelaw
saystheofficehastohaveanarchi-
val file. Compact disks haven't
beencertifiedasarchival.

“1 haveenjoyedthejob
immensely,” she said,
“and would like to serve
the people of Decatur
County for another four
years.”

Mrs. Gaumer belongs
to the state register of
deeds association, is a
member of theLund Cov-
enant Church and is active in the
Democratic Party. Sheisaregis
tered Democrat.

Shegrew upin Sheridan County
andwentto school inHoxie, but has
lived in Decatur County for more
than 35years.

She and her husband Jim have
two children, Amy, who livesin
Tecumseh, near Topeka, and
Nathan, who livesin Cambridge,
Neb. They havethreegrandkids.

Vote Tuesday!

Pollsopen7a.m.-7p.m.
In Decatur County




