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| ncumbent has 32-year record

With 32 years under his belt, Ralph Unger is seek-
ing another four year term as a Decatur County com-
missioner serving District 2intheRepublican primary
next week.

Mr. Unger said alot haschanged inthe county since
hewasfirst el ectedin1972. When hetook of -

people are ready for a combined law enforcement
agency yet. Thecommunity hastowant it and beready
foritinorder for the agenciesto combine, hesaid.
Hesaid hedoubted if combining the sheriff’ soffice
and the city police would save money or jobs. Man-
power could be utilized better in someways,

ficeat theageof 27, the county didn’t havea /
landfill, an ambulance service or an emer-
gency preparednessdirector. i
Thebiggest thing back thenwastheroads, |
hesaid. Now, hesaid the county ishavingto [§
fight andlivewith staterulesand regulations i‘
that didn’t exist back then.
“1 have dedicated my adult life to serving

he said, but they would till need to havethe
same number of officersunder oneumbrella
astwo.

In the road system, said Mr. Unger, the
county hasmadeal ot of advances. Hesaid he
is certain the county has better roads than
when he started. Most people living in the
country have agravel road from their house

Decatur County,” saidMr. Unger, “and| think

toacounty road or highway today, hesaid, and

| havesomething lefttooffer. | don’tfeel that Ralph Unger when hewas el ected that wasn't the case.

thejobisdoneyet.”

He said over the years, he has built up alot of con-
tactsall over the state which are good for the county.

Mr. Unger said hedecided after collegetomoveback
tothisarea. At onetime, hesaid, hewasencouragedto
pursueajobin Topekabut hesaidhedidn’twanttolive
there.

Asacommissioner, hesaid, hehasdedicated al ot of
histimeto trying to keep thingsin the county. Hesaid
hewantstorepresent Decatur County not only herebut
outsidethe county boundariesaswell.

He said he is disappointed that the state is taking
thingsout of thecommunities, such asmoving the So-
cial and Rehabilitation Services officeto Colby. The
statedidn’t save any money, said Mr. Unger, but costs
for citizensgo up and thejobsaregone.

“Wearenot anisland out here,” he said, noting that
what happensin Topeka affects us here. “We need to
remaininvolved.”

Mr. Unger said the county hasateam that worksto-
gether and demonstrates prudencein government. He
saidthey try to beresponsiblewith people’ smoney and
keep Decatur County attractiveto new businesses.

Stability and consistency are good, he said, and the
county hasboththosetraits. Still, wecan get better, said
Mr. Unger, and the county workstowardsthat.

In the past, the question has come up about acom-
bined city/county law enforcement agency. Mr. Unger
said the feedback he has received hasn’t shown that

Mr. Unger said hespent 12yearsonthestate
Emergency Medical Serviceboard, sevenof thoseyears
aschairman. Currently, Mr. Unger servesasthechair-
man and commissioner representative of the Decatur
Health Care Foundation and trustee of the Kansas
Workers Risk Co-operativefor Counties.

Mr. Unger is a member of St. John’s Lutheran
Church, whereheservesasanadult Bibleclassteacher,
isapast president and elder, servesasthe chairman of
theL utheran Laymen’ sL eague Endowment Fund and
serves Thrivent Financial for Lutherans as the area
event coordinator. Heisamember of the Oberlin Ro-
tary Club.

Mr. Unger’s family has been farming in Decatur
County for thelast 120 years. He grows wheat, corn,
milo and cattle.

He and his wife Norma have been married for 39
years and have three children, Colleen, who works at
theDecatur County Feed Y ard; Rachelle, whoisafam-
ily practicedoctor in Missouri; and Ryan, whoisachi-
ropractor hereand in St. Francis.

Mr. Unger graduated from K ansas State University
with a degree in education and political science. He
taught government at Herndon for four years before
running for the commissioner spot.

He said if re-elected, he will do the best he can for
the peoplein county. Being acommissioner may bea
part-timejob, hesaid, but hewill try to giveit hisfull-
time dedication.

Newcomer saystimeto change

Phillip Lahman said hewantsto cut wasteful spend-
ing and get resultsfor what the county does spend, and
that prompted him to throw his name in the race for
Decatur County commissioner for District 2.

Theseat hasbeenfilled by Ralph Unger for
the last 32 years. The two Republicans will
meet inthe primary election Tuesday.

Mr. Lahman haslivedin Decatur County for
15years. Heworksfor Dust Cloud Construc-
tion Inc. and does some farming south of
Colby. Hesaid heisalso alicensed air frame
and power plant mechanicfor aircraft.

Hesaid heisn’t sureif thereis overspend-
ing in the county, but hewould liketo take a
look. He said hewould like to see the people
of thecounty get theresultsthey arepayingfor.

Mr. Lahman said heknowstherehasbeen somedis-
contentintheEmergency Medical Service. Hesaidthe
county has put somemoney inthereand hewouldlike
to seeif they havegotten theresultsthe peopleneeded.
Mr. Lahmansaidit doesn’tlook likegreat strideshave
been made.

Theroad and bridge department, hesaid, isdoing a
good job.

Thenumber of and useof county vehiclesisonething
Mr. Lahman said he would like to look at, especially
with fuel at $2 agallon. He said he hatesto seealot of
fuel being burned for private use.

Although the combination of city and county law
enforcement has been talked about in the past, hesaid
he didn’t think it would work. The step would take a

lot of progressasfar asrelations between the city and
thecounty. Hesaid hedoesn’ t think it wouldwork right
now. He said alot of peoplewouldn’t gofor it. It may
bedowntheroad, but along ways.

Mr. Lahman said he would like to see a
better working relationship with the fair
board.

Thecounty really needstolook at nursing
homesand medical care, hesaid. Thecounty
has adwindling population and it is hurting
everyone all the way around, said Mr.
Lahman. They may need to make some
changesto makethe medical facilitiesmore
self sufficient.

P.Lahman Mr. Lahmansaidif elected, hewould like

totakearoleineconomic development. The
county needsto do anything it can to build business.
He said he doesn’t have the answer, but heiskeeping
hiseyesopen. Thisisaagricultural community andwe
need to belooking for alternatives.

Mr. Lahman said he has been talking with alot of
people and hopesto get letters out to the votersin his
district beforethe primary.

Hesaid he hel ped do somevolunteer work to get the
race track up and going and does restoration on older
vehicles. Mr. Lahman carried a petition both times
whentheOberlin School Districtwantedtoincreasethe
local option budget to bring the question to avote. He
said he wanted the people to decide if they wanted to
pay moretaxes.

County crewswill get radios

Decatur County fire, ambulance,

oy otner s it e new o | COUNTY Countdown

through afederal homeland security
grant the emergency preparedness
director hasbeen working on.

At their meeting last Tuesday,
Director Bert Cool told commis-
sioners he has ordered 45 radios,
some hand held and some car
mounted. They will be assigned to
thesheriff’ soffice, firedepartment,
ambulanceservice, emergency pre-
paredness office and road and
bridge.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
asked about the Oberlin City Police

missioners:

At their meeting last Tues- preparedness director about
day, the Decatur County com- the county emergency crews,

< Heard that the Ford Expe- agenciesreceiving newradios
dition the sheriff's officewants through a federal grant. Story
tosellisready to go, although atleft.
they haven'treceived any calls » Discussed projects the
or bids on it. Story to come. road and bridge crewis doing,

« Decided to give all county including blading county roads
employees a $60-a-month anddirtwork forthe upcoming
raise startingwiththe July pay- fair. Story on Page 3A.
checks. Story on Page 1A.

« Talked withthe emergency

road and bridge and other

Department. They aregettingthree

mobileradios, said Mr. Cool.
Theradioswill beprogrammed at
NexTech, he said, adding that a
grant next year al so hasbeen desig-
natedfor communications. Itwill be
usedtoupdaterepeatersor buy new
onesand put in additional towers.
All of this,saidMr. Coal, isforthe
transitionto narrow bandsbeingre-
quired by the Federa Communica-

tions Commission to create more
public service channels.

Will the hospital be getting ra-
dios? asked Commissioner Doyle
Brown. Mr. Cool said he would
have someextraradios.

Doesthegrant pay for theinstal -
lation costs? said Mr. Hirsch. It
would, Mr. Cool said, but depart-

mentswill haveto pay for their own
ingtallation, whichis$90aradio. He
said he decided to go that way so
they could get more equipment.

It will cost around $6,000 for in-
stallation then? asked Mr. Hirsch.
Mr. Cool said hethought several of
theemployeescouldinstall themon
their own.
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