THE OBERLIN HERALD

75¢ (tax included; 54¢ delivered at home)

20 Pages, 2 Sections

Wednesday, July 28, 2004

126th Y ear, Number 30

Capital for aday

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Oberlin store owners, people of
all ages and kids at Sappa Valley
Y outh Ranch got what for many
may be aonce-in-a-lifetimeoppor-
tunity to meet thegovernor of Kan-
saslast Tuesday.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius made a
quick trip to Oberlin to check out
Main Street, talk at theRotary Club
meeting and visit the youth ranch.

TheRotary Club, which meetsat
noon every Tuesday at The Gate-
way, had to movedownstairstothe
arena because of the crowd. In all
therewere about 75 at thelunch.

Herschel Betts, apast district gov-
ernor of Rotary, introduced Gov.
Sebelius. He said he got the honor
because he is a Democrat like the
governor, and three things are in
short supply in northwest Kansas:
water, Jayhawk fans (except in the
winter) and Democrats.

The governor said she had come
inresponsetoaletter fromOberlin's
Sam Eldridge, who claimedthat she
probably didn’t event know where
Decatur County is.

But, she pointed out, practically
the first place she came in Kansas
after meeting her husband was his
hometown of Norton, and she's
been to Oberlin several times.

“So, it' sgreattobebackinnorth-
west Kansas,” said Gov. Sebelius.

The governor said she knows
about the drought and how badly it
has hurt people here. During wheat
harvest, shetook atripto Goodland,
wherefarmerswere predicting that
less than half of the crop would be
harvested.

People in the area were wishing
for rain then, shesaid.

Gov. Sebelius said she and her
husband Gary, aU.S. magistratein
Topeka, will be celebrating their
30th anniversary thisyear.

She said she knows that Mr.
Eldridge doesn’t think she knows
about western Kansas, but shesaid
her hushand has brought her many
times.

Inthe 19 months she hasbeenin
office, she added, she has beenin
western Kansas 26 times, “and
that’ snot counting Salina.”

Gov. Sebeliussaidtherearethree
things the state hasto have: oppor-
tunity, security and accountability.

Opportunity coversawiderange
of things, shesaid, includinggiving
kids an opportunity to have agood
educationsothey canliveuptotheir
potential, and theopportunity toget
a job, whichmeansfindingwaysto
grow the economy.

The Legislature passed an eco-
nomic revitalization act this year,
said Gov. Sebelius, and she was

(SeeROTARY on Page12A)

VISITING SAPPAVALLEY YOUTH RANCH, Gov. Kathleen Sebelius
(second fromright) talked to Director Sue Glodt (left). Also onthetour were
Oberlin City Administrator Gary Shike and Doug Sebelius, the governor’s

Top executivetours

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
Boys at SappaValley Y outh Ranch gave
the governor atour of their home and school

last Tuesday.

Before the tour, Administrator Sue Glodt
talkedwith Gov. K athleen Sebeliusabout the
facility. Mrs. Glodt said the city owns the
buildingsandisinpartnershipwith Clarence

M. Kelley Y outh Servicesto run the ranch.
She said 67 percent of their incomeisfrom
Medicaid, the state-federal program which
hel pstheindigent with medical expenses.
The ranch employs about 40 people, she
said, whichmeansal-6 staff-to-kidratio. The

average stay is90 days.

Gov. Sebeliusasked if thefacility isused

venilefacility.

who showed her around.

paValey Ranch

asare-entry programfor boyswho havebeen
in ajuvenile lockup. Mrs. Glodt said yes;
youths who are here have been sentenced to
probation or are kids who have beenin aju-

Theyoung men do community serviceand
have jobs in town, she said. The Oberlin
School District providesyear-around classes.

brother-in-law (in the middle) and hiswife, Nancy Sebelius. The governor
got atour of theranchfromMs. Glodt and from someof theboysstayingthere,
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

Studentswork at their own speed, she said.
Outside of school, they have a minimum
of three hoursaweek therapy.
Gov. Sebeliussaid on her way in, she saw

agroup of kidsinthegarden. A lot of thekids

GETTINGTHEIRPICTURETAKENwithGov.Kathleen Mr. Eldridge, who claimed that thegovernor probably didn’t
Sebelius(center) after hertalk last Tuesday wereSamEldridge  know where Decatur County is. She proved that shedid.

andhisfamily. Oneof thereasonsfor her visit wasaletter from

Familiesand former residents
will start to arrive from all over
thisweekend, justintimefor the
annual Decatur County Fair and
Carnival.

It may be hard to believe, but
summer is coming to a close.
That meansthe fairgroundswill
comealive, with4-H projectson
exhibit, nightly attractionsin
front of thegrandstandsandrides
whirling around.

Thisyear will be the 31st an-
niversary of the home-owned
carnival.

Starting Tuesday, thecarnival
will open each night at 7 p.m.
withridesfor theyoungand old.
Ticketsfor theridesare 25 cents
apiece, withtheTwistover, train,
Ferris wheel, swings, Octopus,
Tilt-a-whirl andmoonwalk each
taking three tickets. The merry-
go-roundandsmall kidrideswiill
each cost oneticket.

Annua County Fair,
carniva reagdy toroll

The fair board has lined up
eventsto be held in front of the
grandstandsevery night,

Tuesday, theMcClainMutton
Busterswill returntogivekids60
pounds and under a chance to
rideasheep. Thosewho want to
rideneedtocheckinat 6:30p.m..
The show will start at 7:30 p.m.
It costs $3 apiece.

Next Wednesday at 7:30p.m.,
the Bridges Band from Norton
will perform. Admissionwill be
an offering.

On Thursday night, therewill
beataent concert at 7:30 p.m.

At 7 p.m. Friday, the Colgate
Country ShowdownfromKIOD
Radio will return. The perfor-
mance is a contest for singers
who arelooking for arecording
contract. Winners move to the
regional contest, thentostateand
thefinalsareat theKansas State

(SeeFAIR onPage 12A)

arefromthecity, said Mrs. Glodt, and aren’t
used to gardening or thingsfound inthegar-
(SeeRANCH on Page 12A)

Reative
getsboost

While Gov. Kathleen Sebelius
billed her visit to Oberlin asan an-
swertoacomplaintinaletter tothe
editor, she took time to pursue an-
other political agenda during her
talk to the Oberlin Rotary Club on
Tuesday: boosting the state House
of Representativescampaign of her
brother in law, Doug Sebelius of
Norton.

Thegovernor said sheknowsthat
Rotary is nonpoalitical, but she had
toputinaplug:

“It’ stimeto send another Sebelius
to Topeka,” shesaid.

Doug Sebelius, the Norton
County attorney, is running in the
120th District against four-termin-
cumbent John Faber of Brewster.
It's arematch from two years ago,
when Mr. Faber won by 158 votes.

Mr. Sebeliusand hiswife Nancy

were seated with the governor and
someof hisOberlinsupporters, who
had made the contacts here for her

— Herald staff photo by Steve Haynes  Visit.

Primary eectionisTuesday

Decatur County voterswill goto
thepollsTuesday tochoosethecan-
didatestorepresent boththeRepub-
lican and the Democratic partiesin
the November general elections.

Inmany cases, thepersonelected
on Tuesday will bethe only candi-
dateinthegeneral election, soavic-
tory this month will almost surely
mean election on Nov. 2.

While County Commissioner
Doyle Brown has no oppositionin
Tuesday’ selectionfor hisseatinthe
3rd District, Commissioner Ralph
Under will face Phil Lahmaninthe
Republican primary for theright to
runinNovember forthe2ndDistrict
seat. Thereisno Democrat running
for either seat.

All other county officesinthepri-

County employees
toget $60 pay raises

Decatur County employees will
receivea$60-a-monthraisestarting
with their July paychecks.

At their meeting last Tuesday,
county commissioners discussed
giving araiseto the employees.

Originally, they talked about a
$50-a-month raise, which would
average 2.4 percent.

Witha$50increase, asked Com-

missioner Pat Glenn, what would
that leave after the withholding
taxes? At least 20 percent of it will
bewithheld, replied County Attor-
ney Steve Hirsch.

Commissioner RalphUnder said
sometimes apersongetsaraiseand
then they actually bring home less
with withholding. If an employee

(See COUNTY onPage12A)

mary have only the incumbent on
theballot.

Treasurer Jean AnnHale, County
Attorney StevenHirschand Sheriff
KenBadsky arerunning unopposed
as Republicans while Register of
Deeds Judy Gaumer is running
without opposition asaDemocrat.

District Magistrate Judge John
Bremer of Oberlin and District

Court Judge Bill Elliot of Hill City
are both running unopposed on the
Republican ticket.

On the state ballot, Ralph
Ostmeyer of Grinnell and Dan Ra-
sure of Goodland will battlefor the
Republican spotinthe40th District
State Senaterace.

Bob Strevey, a Democrat from

(SeeVOTERS 0N Page 12A)

It’' stimetoget out thegolf clubs
and walking shoesfor theannual
Decatur County Hospital benefit.

Administrator Lynn Doeden
saidregistrationfor thegolf tour-
nament startsat 8a.m. withteeoff
at 9a.m. on Saturday.

She said they can take four
moreteams, witheachteammade

Hospital to benefit
from roundsof golf

up of four people. Registrationis
$200 a team or $50 a person,
whichincludesdinner that night.
Afterafull day of golf, aprime
ribdinner will beservedat 6 p.m.
at The Gateway.
Sofar, Mrs. Doedensaid, there
are 33 reservationsfrom people
(See BENEFIT on Page 2A)
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* Rotary
(Continued from Page 1A)
happy tosignit. Shelistedthat asone
of many accomplishments during
what many saw as a “do-nothing”

year.

Anentrepreneurial center will be
set up at Wichita State University
under thelaw, shesaid. Thisshould
helpmakeit easier for peopletostart
up businesses, she said.

Security in this eraincludes
homeland security, shesaid. There
is no question, she said, that the
world has changed since Sept. 11,
2001. Kansas, sheadded, may notbe
the primary target for world terror-
ists, butitissubjecttonatural disas-
ters.

There is also economic security
forfamilies, andthatincludeshealth
care. Small businesses, families,
andfarmerscan’taffordhealthcare.

Gov. Sebeliussaidthey arework-
ing on administrative costs for
healthcare. Therewas$12.5hbillion
spent last year in Kansasfor health
care. Twenty-five percent of it was
spent on administration. Just a 10
percent cut would save$300million
that could beshiftedto help provide
more health care, shesaid.

Accountability, the governor
sai d, meanstryingtoassurethetax-
payers that their dollars are being
spent well in state government.
Around $90 million hasbeen saved
by changes during her administra-
tion, she said.

The state has fewer employees
than it did three years ago. Gov.
Sebeliussaid they did aninventory
onstatecarsandfoundthey hadway
too many. The state hasn’t bought
any new carsfor thelast two years,
shesaid; infact, it sold hundreds of
thevehicles.

By cutting spending thisyear, she
said, the state was ableto give em-
ployees a cost-of-living raise and
pay for it with the savings.

Part of accountability iskeeping
promises, shesaid. In 1999 thestate
passed a highway plan and then,
when times got tough, the Legisla-
ture started borrowing highway
money to pay the state’ shills.

Thisyear, she said, she worked
with the Legislature to restore
money sothe 10-year transportation
plan will be carried out and all the
promised projectswill be built.

“We keep the promises we are
going to make,” shesaid.

i

GOVERNOR KAT.HL EEN SEBELIUS tal

ked to Deanna Castle (center) and Deb

L ohoefener of Oberlin during areceptioninthegovernor’ shonor at The Gateway last Tues-
— Herald staff photo by Steve Haynes

day.

Government, she said, doesn’t
create jobs, but cando alot to wel-
come businesses that do. The gov-
ernor said she is happy to seein
Forbes Magazine that Kansas was
listedastheNo. 1 statetorelocatea
business.

Before leaving, she asked for
questions. School Superintendent
Kelly Glodt said his district, like
many innorthwest Kansas, islosing
enrollment and, therefore, state
money, which hasforcedtough cut-
backs. He asked if there was any
glimmer of hopefor moremoney for
schools?

Gov. Sebeliussaid sheshareshis
frustration, since there hasn’t been
any new money for schoolsin her
twoyears. Atfirst, shesaid, districts
cut administrative levels, but now
they are cutting teachers and pro-
grams. Meeting new federal educa-
tion rulescosts money.

* Ranch showsitsdf off

(Continued from Page 1A)

den.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said the facility had been operated
since the 1960s by the Cookson
Hillsorganization out of Oklahoma.
When the company | eft, thecity re-
model ed thebuildingsusing money
from abond issue.

Theranchhasthreehouses, acaf-
eteria, weight room, school, office
and abuilding out back wherethey
hope to reintroduce a vocational
agriculture program with animals.

Mrs. Glodt said they havetotake
the kidsto town for health care, al-
though there is anurse on campus.
Each youth has a master treatment
plan, shesaid.

Ontheway downtoseeoneof the
houses, Gov. Sebelius stopped to
talk with two kids and astaff mem-
ber working inthe garden.

InHouseNo. 2, afew of theboys
gavethe governor atour. The boys
showed the visitors their levels,
which mark progressin their treat-
ment. Every timethey goupalevel,

* Far offers
lotsof fun

(Continued from Page 1A)
Fair. Admittanceis$2 for anyone6
and older.

Thelastnight of thefair will bethe
annual Oberlin Lions Club Demo-
lition Derby at 7 p.m.

K-State Extension Agent Byron
Halesaid thereissomethingfor ev-
eryone going on. Events include
thingsfor all age groups.

Although the evening events are
themainattractions, thefair grounds
will be hopping just about all day
long. Kidsinthe4-H program have
been preparing all year to show ex-
hibits, from sheepto cowstopigsto
artsand craftsto food and plants.

Some of the big 4-H eventsin-
cludethe swine show at 9 am. and
thefood auctionon Thursday. Next
Wednesday isthe bucket calf show
at 8a.m., dairy/beef show at 9a.m.
and the sheep show at 5 p.m.

theboystoldthegovernor, they get
more privileges, like time on the
phone.

They saidthey cangettogotothe
swimming pool two timesaweek.

Theyoungmensaidthey all have
chores they do every day. He said
they aren’t allowed to have clothes
on thefloor and their bed hasto be
madeevery day.

Whenthey aren’t onrestrictions,
he said, they can watch television
downstairs.

Thegroupalsotouredtheschool,
amodular building split into three
rooms.

After the tour, the governor got
back into her Highway Patrol ve-

Thestate SupremeCourt will hear
the school finance casein August,
she said, and she is confident the
legislaturewill act ontheissue.

“Themostimportantjobwehave
isto educate our kids,” she added.

Publisher Cynthia Haynes noted
that whilethestateistryingtoboost
economic development inrural ar-
eas, itistaking away statejobslike
the Social and Rehabilitation Ser-
viceofficein Oberlin.

Gov. Sebeliussaidthat waslessa
lossof jobsandmoreacutinadmin-
istrative offices. There are now
more points of contact for welfare
clients with administrative offices
closed, shesaid.

| sthestatedoinganythingtobring
morejobshere?Mr. Eldridgeasked.
Gov. Sebeliussaid alot of new jobs
arecreated by local people. Asgov-
ernor, she said, she spends alot of
time talking with corporate execu-
tivesto promote business.

What about the* outsourcing” of
jobs from Kansas? said Sharon
Addleman. If the state is going to
outsourcejobs, what about sending
them to rural communities instead
of out of stateor out of thecountry?.
There are college graduates here
who can’t get jobs, shesaid.

The state is looking closely at
those jobs, the governor said. The
worse thing is seeing tax dollars
being spenttoputjobsoverseas. She
saidthey found acontract that would
have put acall center in India, and
that has now been changed.

If thestateput up abuilding here,
said Jay Anderson, cantheareapart-
ner withthestatetobring somejobs
here? Gov. Sebelius said they are
willing to look at any number of
opportunities.

hicle and headed home. Beforeleaving TheGateway, the
governor heldapublicreceptionfor
a )
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Northwest Kansas needs....

[OHigh-quality public schools

[JRural development and family farms
[JElder care programs and services
[JA change in Republican leadership

Let your voice be heard on August 3rd

Paid for by Sebelius for Representative, Julie A. Neff, Treasurer

)

peopleto talk with her one-on-one
and have their picture taken with
her.

Her talk was aired live on KFNF
Radio. Dave Stout, owner of the
McCook Radio Group, said the
planned to use “sound hites’ from
thetalk throughout the week.

*Voterstochoose
Tueday at palls

(Continued from Page 1A)

Norcatur, will face one of them for
thelateStan Clark’ sseatintheKan-
sas Senate.

Incumbent John Faber of Brew-
ster is battling it out with Doug
Sebeliusof Nortonfor the Republi-
can vote in the 120th District for
House of Representatives.

The winner will go against
Democrat Tim Peterson of Monu-
ment in November.

On the national level, U.S. Rep.
Jerry Moran, a Hays Republican,
hasnooppositionfromeither party.

However, incumbent Sen. Sam
Brownback will face Arch Nara-
moreof LawrenceintheRepublican
primary andthewinner will takeon
thevictorintheDemocraticprimary
between Robert Conroy of Shawnee
and Lee Jones of Lenexa.

Folks living in Oberlin Precinct
No. 1 onthewest side of townwill
vote at the Oberlin American Le-
gionandthoselivinginPrecinct No.
2 onthe east will vote at the court-

house.

Thoselivingin Custer, Lyonand
Dresden townships and in the City
of Dresdenwill voteat the Dresden
United Methodist Church.

Peoplein Allison, Pleasant Val-
ley and Jennings townships and in
the City of Jenningswill voteat the
Jennings Senior Citizens Center.

VotersinGrant, GarfieldandLin-
coln townships and in the City of
Norcatur will vote at the Norcatur
City Hall.

Those living in Altory, Center,
Harlan, Liberty, Logan, Olive,
Roosevelt and Sherman townships
will voteat the Golden Age Center.

Residentsof Bassettville, Beaver,
Cook, Finley, Oberlin, PrairieDog,
Sappa and Summit townships will
vote at the Oberlin American Le-
gion Hall.

Polling placeswill be open from
7 am. until 7 p.m. Anyonewho s
registered canvoteearly at thecourt-
house. No reason needsto begiven
for early voting.

* County givesworkers
$60morein paychecks

(Continued from Page 1A)
doesn’t want the raise, he added,
they canturnit down.

Commissioner Glenn said they
needto protect their employeesand
work for them. They are the ones
whohavemadeeverythingwork for
the county, said Commissioner
DoyleBrown.

The commissioners agreed on a
$60-a-month increase for the 35
full-timeemployeeswho havebeen
onthejobat |east six months, which

Budke Motors

3x12
oh/adv

averagesaZ2.8 percent raise.

The increase should cost the
county about $2,350 a month or
$28,200 ayear.

The commissioners didn’t dis-
cuss an increase for part-time em-
ployees, but County Clerk Marilyn
Hornsaidit wouldbeontheagends
for the commissioners meeting
scheduled Tuesday morning. She
said that raise would be about 25
centsan hour for six part-timework-
erswho qualify.
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