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Stateoften of twominds
when it’stryingtohdpus

When Gov. Kathleen Sebelius visited last
week, itwaspretty clear shedid nothavemuch
of ahandleon how thestateaffectsrural Kan-
sas.

Shetried to say theright things, as state of -
ficialsusually dowhenthey comeout here, but
when peopl e had tough questions, shedidn’t
have much intheway of answers.

She's not the only one. Most people com-
ing fromtherelatively prosperousbelt along
the state’ sfreewaysin eastern Kansasforget
that 80 percent of the state does not sharein
their growth and wealth.

Our countiesaredying. Our peopleareleav-
ing. Our Main Streets are folding up. Our
schools are shrinking. Jobs flee, and no one
wantsto move here.

It’ snot just northwest Kansas. It’ sthenorth-
east, the southeast, the north central, much of
the southwest, pretty much all over. Any
county without an Interstate highway or a
major stateinstitutionhasasick economy and
ashrinking population base.

Towns are dying out here. Whole counties
may be next.

Just what isthe problem?

It's complicated. It’s not even the state’s
fault, but the state is not doing much to help,
and what little it does often is negated by —
the state. The population decline has been
going on for acentury, fueled in part by fed-
eral farm policy and the economic trendsfor
automation, consolidation and efficiency.

Thoseareimmutablelaws. Wehavetohave
something besidesfarming to survive.

Economic development officials come to
rural Kansas often, and they always say they
areheretohelpus. Gov. Sebeliusand her team
havebeen onthebandwagon, but sohavetheir
predecessors. Not much has happened.

Thestatecomesin, triesto hel p attract busi-
nesshere. Theeffortissincere. But whilethe
economicdevel opment agenciesattract afew
jobs, other state agenciestakejobsaway.

The Highway Patrol closed all its small-
town dispatch offices. No jobs were cut. No

money saved to speak of. Some troopers
would argue that service got worse, not bet-
ter.

Jobs were shifted to Salina, agrowing and
prosperous town, from places like Norton
which needed them far more.

Same with the Department of Social and
Rehabilitation Services. Managersthoughtis
inefficienttohaveofficesscatteredall overthe
state, so they closed most of them. No jobs
wereeliminated. Littlemoney was saved.

Jobswereshiftedtolarger towns, andinthe
nextround, will beshiftedtostill larger towns.
The governor answered rather lamely that it
was hot meant to cut jobs, just offices.

But three peoplewho usedtowork andlive
inOberlindonot havejobshere. Officeswere
closed in St. Francis and Atwood and, even-
tually, Norton. No one who fillsthem in the
futurewill liveout here.

That’s the problem, governor. When it
comesto helping rural Kansas, the stateoften
isitsownworst enemy. And ours.

A new entrepreneurial center is nice, but
does anyone think a program in Wichitais
going to help rural Kansas. Why not putitin
Pratt?

Createafew jobs. Give usaloan program.
Help business expand. Then the Revenue
Department decidesweneed afancy new sales
tax scheme, and the cost drivesjobsaway.

To savemoney, state departments contract
whole bureaus out of state, though the work
could be donein Kansas. It’s al in how you
writethe specs, isn’tit? That’ swhy our driv-
ers licenses are being made in Washington
and our phone callsalmost went to India.

Those are jobs that could be done in rural
Kansas, and if the state is going to spend the
money, why not spend it here?

Isn’tit about timethestateof Kansasgotits
act together and examined eachmoveit makes
inthelight of how it affectsour economy, asa
stateand especially, the starving rural areas?

We think so. We'll have more to say next
week. —SeveHaynes

Hubby thinksloser saregreat

| examined each one for imper-
fections, looking for wrinkles or
dimples, checkingtomakesurethey
were plump and full.

Pies, silly. I’ mtalkingabout pies.
It'scounty fairtime, and I’ mtrying
my luck in one of the neighboring
counties to see if the open class
judges there are any tougher than
they arein my home county.
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Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com

J

I’ vebeenupsince4thismorning,

paring, dlicing, rolling and crimp-
ing. Therearethreepiesintheoven
right now, oneperched precariously
ontop of asmall stainlesssteel bowl.
Warm pies, in my opinion, make a
betterimpression. And, if I’ vetimed
it right, these will come out of the
oven at 7 am., which will make
them just right for the judge to
samplearound 10.

But, just likeamother inspecting
her newborn babe, | seeaflaw. One
gotalittletooclosetothesideof the
ovenandthecrustistoobrown. Oh,
let’ sbe honest, it’ sburned. Not the
entire crust, just onelittle spot, but
enough to disqualify it. One of its
sisters got too “bubbly” and syrup
oozed out from between the crusts.

That leaves my hopes pinned on
the last sister to come out of the
oven. I' msetting thetimer inthree-
minute increments. Thisisit. My
last chanceto achieve perfection.

Whenever | makepies, | remem-
ber my GrandmaDavison. Shehad
theknack of holdingapieonthefin-
gersof her left handwhileshedeftly
trimmed the excess crust with a
knife in her right hand. She could
rotatethe piewithout ever setting it
down. | remember beingfascinated
asshepinchedthecrust between her
index finger and her thumb, mak-
ing aperfect edge.

Her trademark, though, was the
design on her crust. Two curved
stalks of wheat were carved in the

center of the top crust whileit was
still onthefloured counter. A table
knife, drawn acrossthecrustintwo
archedlinesmadethe stalks. A flip
of theknifeand fiveimpressionsof
thetip down each side of the stalks
madethewheat heads. It' sadesign
| copy for my pies.

They areall three out of theoven
now, and | have one keeper. The
little cinnamon pinwheels| aways
make with the crust trimmings are
bakingasalittletreat for thegrand-
daughters who are still here. They
probably won't last long.

Eventhoughthesemay not bethe
prettiest pies | ever made, Jim
doesn’tseemtocare. Hejust atehalf
of one of thelosersfor breakfast.
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| blame Steve' ssister Barbarafor

the new kitten.
Barb liveson afarm near Empo-

ria. Shelikescatsandtriestokeepa

couple in the house and four to six
inthe horsebarnto keep the rodent
population in check.

She was having trouble keeping
catsbecausethelocal coyote popu-
lationfoundthefelinesatasty treat.
Sheevenlost oneto abobcat.

Barbstarted puttingthecatsinthe
barn each night and sol ved the coy-
ote problem, but between horses,
husband, sonand springgarden, she
forgot something. She forgot that
shehad threefemalecats.

Now she hasfivecatsand 15 kit-
tens. The cats all have dates to see
thevet but,inthemeantime, shehas
lotsof kittensto give away.

She asked me about taking akit-
ten. | heartlessly suggested aclassi-
fied inthe Emporianewspaper.

She invited youngest daughter
Lindsay to come for a going-away
visit. SheismovingfromLawrence
to South Carolina next week and
won't bearound any more.

Lindsay returned from the farm
with a bundle of fur that her other
catshated onsight.

Weassured her that adult catsal-
wayshatekittens. Infact, most cats
arepretty territorial. They hateany
new cat you bring into the house.
We've had April Alice for almost
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Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com

J

threeyears, andsheandMolly Mon-
ster still maintain an armed truce.

Thefirst problemwastonamethe
newcomer. Barbara called her
Fluffy because sheis.

Lindsay felt that was a little
simpleand was searching for abet-
ter name when we cameto visit. |
suggested Aphrodite, Diane or
Athena. She liked the goddess
names, but went with her brother’s
suggestion of Penelope.

Penelopeis a cute little monster
whoattackstheol der catsevery time
their backsareturned. However, the
new kittenalmost got lost | ast week.

Lindsay had her outside to show
her off toanei ghbor whenaloud car
droveby andthekittentook off. First
she went under acar, then another
cat chased her under afence and
through ahedge.

Sinceitwasabout 11 p.m., Lind-
say gaveup after about half an hour
of searching with aflashlight and
caling.

Inthemorning, shewentout again
and looked where she thought the
cat had been. Shecould hear her but
not see her. Finally, shelooked up,
and there was Penel ope about 15
feetup atree.

Lindsay said she considered try-
ingtoclimbthetreebut decidedthat
even if shecould get all theway up
tothecat, it might be tough to hang
onto the kitten and the tree on the
way back down.

Shecalledafriendwithatall |ad-
der and Penel ope was soon back on
theground.

| don’t think that little cat will be
back outside anytime soon, at | east
not without acat carrier.

I’mjust glad shegot her cat back.
With the addition of Penelope, the
family cat complementisback uptc
10. Steve and | have two, both
daughters have three each and son
hasapair.

It sure does take the pressure off
meto get that third cat.

Rasure, Sebdiustheticket

( L etterstotheEditor

TotheEditor:

On Saturday afternoon, July 10,
at the Decatur Community High
School auditorium, the Decatur
County FarmBureauhosteda“ meet
the candidates’ forum. Candidates
for the Kansas House and Senate
and county commissionwerein at-
tendance.

Inthe Senaterace, Dan Rasure of
Goodland had filed for the August
Republicanprimary long beforethe
untimely death of Sen. Stan Clark.
Rep. Ralph Ostmeyer of Grinnell
has now filed on the Republican
ticket also. Tim Peterson is the
Democrat in the race, and in a

heavily Republicandistrictitwould
look like youth hasthe upper hand,
whichwould please me.

Asfar as the candidates for the
Kansas House are concerned, if all
three candidates were of the same
political persuasion and they as a
group appeared in every county in
the district two or three times, and
if there were any accurate pollsin
existence in northwest Kansas, |
believe Doug Sebeliuswould come

inwith numbersinthe60th percen-
tile. He speaksvery well and hasan
extremely good grasp of thehot issues
Y earsago, itwaswrittenthatinall
things necessary, there must be
unity. In all thingslessthan neces-
sary, theremust beliberty, andinall
things there must be charity. With
Rasure and Sebelius, we could be-
comecloser tothat old truth.
R. Jack Metcalf
Oberlin

Reader saysL egidaturefailed schools

TotheEditor:

| think it isclear to most Decatur
Countiansthat the KansasL egisa-
turehasfailed our local schools, not
only through inaction this past ses-
sion, butin previoussessionswhen
they didn’t make increases neces-
sary in the funding formula for
school stoaddressspiraling costsfor
healthinsurance, fuel for buses, ris-
ing utility costs, etc. They thought
it more prudent to dump the prob-
lemsback onthelocal taxpayer and
alowfundstobederivedfromprop-
erty taxesby al.ocal OptionBudget.

| believetheKansasConstitution
requiresthat the state provideto al
itsyouth an equal education oppor-
tunity, whether the student livesin
Johnson County or Decatur County.

If thecandidatewho suggeststhat
the state only fund core curriculum
subjectsthinksthat effort wouldre-
motely resultin an equal education
for al studentsin Kansas, heisout
of touchwith reality.

A new voice needs to be sent to
Topeka, andit needsto besomeone
with an open mind who will con-
sider avariety of optionsthat would

help resolve our funding crisisin
education. The responsibility for
schoolslieswiththel egidature, not
with Judge Terry Bullock. Our
elected officialsneed to act to save
our secondary and elementary
schoolsfrom further decline.

Itisfairly apparent that thecurrent
approach to ignore these problems
in hopesthat they will go away has
resulted in double-digit college tu-
itionincreasesat our Regentsinsti-
tutions. Costs of higher education
may keep many from earning de-
greesevenif they dopassthe” core”
curriculum requirements.

It’s time for a change in the
thought processesthat go oninthe
statehouse in order to bring about
compromise. Reps. John Faber and
Ralph Ostmeyer have not offered a
favorable response to our school-
funding crisis. They need to work
closely with their colleagues to
solve problems, not continue to
bicker over lesscritical issues.

The Local Option Budget is a
wonderful way to raise money in
Overland Park but it is not respon-
sibleto say that ishow Oberlinand

Rainsbringawelcomegreen

TotheEditor:

Allthegreenthatisshowingitself
since the recent rains, plus the
heavily foliaged trees, areamarvel
of what happens when the rains
come.

The saying that a certain person
wasat theright placeattherighttime
in relation to summer beauty isap-
parent on ajaunt along Wilson Av-
enue in northeast Oberlin — the
church areaof St. John'sLutheran.

During the tenure of Pastor
Walter Stoeppel werth (1958-1964),
plans were put in place for what is
now areality. Pastor Stoeppelwerth
had aclosefriendwhowasaprofes-
sional landscaper. On avisit to
Oberlin, hesuggested alandscaping
planfor thechurchsite.

Now — years later, it is a
landscaper’s“ Exhibit A.”

Karl Wendelin
Herndon

Jennings school districts shoulo
fund school programs when our
dectedofficialslack thefortitudetc
raise the money. Our schools re-
celvemoremandateseachyear from
bothstateandfedera lawmakers. At
thesametimeour teachersmust finc
ways to do more for each student
whileaccepting less.

Our representativesinthe House
and Senate need to be willing to
work toward getting state revenues
rerouted to the west and save our
small schools, all of which are so
vital to each town’s existence. To
havean equal achanceof successas
our friendsto the east, our students
need to have awell-rounded cur-
riculum, andtheextracurricul ar ac-
tivitiesthat go alongwith earning e
first-class education in Kansas,
that’ sall of Kansas.

Doug Sebelius and Dan Rasure
will giveusafighting chancewhen
taking onthepopulated districtsthat
already have the money and don't
wanttoshareit. Votefor Rasureand
Sebelius for the Legislature to se-
curethebest chancewehaveof get-
ting an equal educational opportu-
nity for our young minds.

Connie Grafel, Oberlin
former school board member

:From theBible

Benot rashwiththy mouth,
andlet notthineheart behasty
to utter any thing before God:
for Godisinheaven, andthou
upon earth: therefore let thy
words be few. Ecclesiastes

5.2




