Council
tolower
Iitstaxes

By CYNTHIAHAYNES

With an addition here and asub-
traction there, the Oberlin City
Council came up with a 2005 bud-
get that will lower the property tax
levy alittleandstill providewhat the
town needs.

Ataspecial meetinglast Tuesday
night, the council went over abud-
get that had been hammered out ear-
lierinthemonth. Mostitemsstayed
thesame, but betweenthetwo meet-
ings, said City Clerk DeannaCastle,
sherealized that there was $25,000
that should bein the cashreserve of
the bond and interest fund.

Council members decided to
leavethemoney thereandtakeit out
of some other part of the budget to
keep the tax levy at 67.138 mills,
which iswhat they had decided on
at abudget meeting thismonth.

This year, the levy was 67.896
andin2003itwas69.150. Eachmill
will raise about $7,000in taxes.

Whilethelevywon'tbefinalized
until after apublichearingon Thurs-
day, Aug. 19, the council wanted to
have the budget ready for publica-
tionintoday’ spaper. (Thebudgetis
at the bottom of Page 5A.)

After they decided to keep the
$25,000inthebond fund, thecoun-
cil went over thebudget and decided
what to cut to make up that amount.

Looking at the capital expenses,
Stan M cEvoy suggested that, since
thecity isplanningto purchasethree
new pickuptrucksnextyear, forthe
cemetery, parks and sewer depart-
ments, one might be cut. He asked
Supervisor Dan Castletoprioritize.

Mr. Castle said it is difficult to
rank theneed. Mr. McEvoy wasnot
budging, however, so the foreman
said to eliminate the truck for the
parks department. Mrs. Castle esti-
mated savingsat $17,000.

After looking over the figures
again, Mr. McEvoy suggested cut-
ting the expected health insurance
increasefrom 14 percent to 12 per-
cent— an $8,000 savings.

Mayor Ken Shobe asked Mr.
McEvoy, who sellsinsurancefor a
living, if hewascomfortablecutting
theexpectedincrease. Mr. McEvoy
shrugged and said he had no idea
what health insurance would cost
next year, since theincreases fluc-
tuatesowildly.

Expected capital expenses next
year will include anew car, lights
and computer for the police depart-
ment; asand spreader for the street
department; a pickup and backhoe
|ease payment for the cemetery de-
partment; amower for the park de-
partment; $15,000for asignfor The
Gateway; a pickup for the sewer
department; a digger truck for the
el ectricdepartment; abackhoelease
payment for the sewer department;
and anew boiler for the swimming

Commissoner sagreetobuy sneriff newtruck
Bidswerealetdown

By STEVEHAYNES

Decatur County commissioners
bought the sheriff’s department a
new truck last Tuesday, approving
a$25,102 bid from Taylor Motors
of Colby for a2004 DodgeDurango.

The search for a new patrol car
had stretched out over amonth, and
the county wound up buying the
same truck the sheriff started out
with for more money.

The sheriff had wanted to buy a
Durango equipped with a police
package from an Illinois dealer he
found on the Internet for $22,900
plus $350 for delivery. Commis-
sioners wanted to know if he'd
asked for any local bids, and when
they found theanswer wasno, they
sent himback tothedrawing boards.

Then the sheriff came in with
morebids, but thelowest wasfrom
Nebraska, and he said he’d heard
that the county wasn't allowed to
buy from an out-of -state deal er.

He went looking for more bids.
He wound up with two, one from
Taylor and one from Tubbs and
Sons Ford of Colby for $26,660 on
a 2005 Ford Expedition. Both are
four-wheel-drive, four-door sport-
utility vehicles.

Tubbs offered a$4,000 trade al-
lowance on a 1997 Expedition the
departmentwantstoget rid of. Com-
missioners found they had one
sealed bid for that truck, for
$5,055.55 from Rusty Addleman.
They decided to sell to him and to
takethelow bid from Taylor onthe
Durango.

The sheriff saidit’ sthe sameve-
hiclehewantedto buy earlier. Tay-
lorwill getitfromIllinoisandbring
it back, adding about $1,700 to the
cost. Onthe new truck, $6,000 will
come from the ambulance fund to
repay the sheriff for an Expedition
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Stogets
facelift

LAYINGNEW BLUEIn-
door-outdoor carpeting in
front of Raye sGrocery on
Sunday night, Bill Goscha
and John Barrett rolled out
the material and carefully
cut the seams around the
canopy poles. The work
started after thestoreclosed
at6 p.m. and went on until
after midnight, taking ad-
vantageof cooler nightair.

— Herald staff photos
by Cynthia Haynes
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County  commissioners
thought they had four bidsfor a
new sheriff’svehiclelast Tues-
day, but a couple of the enve-
|lopesweresort of disappointing.

Commissioner Pat Glenn
opened the four envelopes the
clerk’ sofficehad collected, and
Chairman Ralph Under started
toread them.

Thefirst, from Shawnee-Mis-
sion Ford, turned out to be an
advertising flier, apparently a
massmailing, for aFord Taurus.

It wasn't quite what the county
waslookingfor.

The second, from someplace
called Larry’s RV Sales, con-
tained paperwork onaloantobe
filed by the county.

Theother twowerelegitimate
bidsfromtwo Colby dedlers, and
the county did buy the sheriff a
truck.

“1’ve never seen that happen
before,” Mr. Unger said, with a
shakeof hishead.

donated to the ambulance depart-
ment after it was seized in adrug
case.

The sheriff said he had not re-
ceived aformal opinion from the
attorney general’s office, but had
talked to the deputy who wasdoing
theopinion.

Hetold him, the sheriff said, that
therewasno law against thecounty
buying avehicle out of state, but if
the lllinois dealer isn’t licensed in
Kansas, it would beillegal for him
tosell onehere.

And, the sheriff said, the county
really can’t behelping thedealer to
break Kansaslaw.

Mr. Badsky and Undersheriff
Michael French said they have re-
moved the police equipment from
the old truck, but it will cost about
$1,400to get itinstalled in the new
one.

Earlier, the commissioners ap-
proved purchaseof four laptop com-
putersfor the sheriff’ sdepartment,
taking alow price for Dell equip-
ment at $5,522. The sheriff said
these comewith printers.

They’ veinstalled standsfor them
inthecars, and officerswill beable
to write reports and print them in
their cars. The money will come
fromafederal Byrnegrant, withthe
county paying 25 percent.

In other business, commission-
ers:

» Named Ron Jansonius, a self-
employed communi cationsconsullt-
ant, to the county hospital board,
replacing lawyer Chuck Frickey,
whoisretiring. Hewill fill an unex-
pired term until November.

Someone asked if this appoint-
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ment was good for afull four-year
term, but Commissioner Ralph
Unger said he didn’t think they’d
advertised the post that way. Mr.
Jansonius was the only applicant.
The board controls Decatur Health
Systems, whichmanagesthecounty
hospital.

* Agreed that raises for county
employeeswould be$60 per month
across the board, with part-time
employeesgetting 25 centsper hour.
Only thosewho have beenwith the
county more than six months will
getaraise.

» Heardthat Commissioner Doyle
Brownandtheothershave had sev-
eral positivecallsonaproposed re-
cycling system.

» Heard from Emergency Pre-
paredness Director Bert Cool that
new radios he ordered under afed-
eral Homeland Security grant had
started to come in. These will ac-
commodateplanned switchnarrow-
band channelsin afew years, he
said, but don’t necessarily allow all
emergency unitsto talk to one an-
other.

He said arequest for pagers had
been turned down, but could be
madefor nextyear. Thecounty also
should be ableto get new repeaters
next year, hesaid.

Theorder includes about 60 mo-
bileradiosfor county departments,
plus new base stations.

Mr. Cool said it was about time,
noting that the sheriff’ soffice base
radio has been down for morethan
amonth.

Gastank
dopsman
IN chase

A Colorado man on a 2004
Y amahamotorcycleledachasethat
started in Norton, dodged a road-
block near Sappa Creek, roared
through Oberlinand endedjust short
of Rawlins County — when the
biker ran out of gas.

Oberlin Police Chief Wade
Lockhart said officerswerenotified
around 11:10 p.m. Saturday that &
statetrooper hadtried to stopaman
onamotorcyclenear Norton, but the
man outran them and headed west.

Trooperstold the Oberlin Police
Department about theman and said
he might be heading their way.

Chief Lockhart said Officer Troy
Haas and sheriff’ s reserve Deputy
Barry Richards set up aroad block
about oneto two mileseast of town
onU.S. 36.

The driver, Joel Griffin, 20, of
Thornton, Colo., didn’t stop, the
chief said, but blew right throughthe
roadblock. Whenhegot totown, he
turned south and flew downWilson.
Chief Lockhart said he interceptec
thebikeon Victoria. For awhile, he
said, it seemed like every street he
entered ended with adead end, but
he managed to get away.

Chief Lockhart said Mr. Griffin
shot up Penn Avenue and headeg
west on U.S. 36 with Deputy
Richards and Officer Haas on his
tail.

Themotorcycleranout of gasjust
before the Rawlins County line at
11:56 p.m. Officersarrested himfor
attemptingto eludeapoliceofficer,
recklessdriving and driving with
revoked license. Chief Lockhart
said he wasn't sure how fast Mr.
Griffin was traveling in town, but
when hewas outrunning thetroop-
ers, hewas exceeding 120 mph.

Mr. Griffin was being held in
Norton County, but will be sent to
Decatur County when they arefin-
ished with him.

Council
will meet
Thurgday

TheOberlin City Council planse
short meeting at 6:30 p.m. Thursday
at TheGateway sinceitisfair week.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said the council needsto talk about
sewer plant design. He said they
need to tell the engineering firm,
Miller and Associates out of
McCook, what kind of plant they
want and what size so work can be-
ginonit.

Mr. Shike said the council will
discussarequest from Ampridefor
the city to waive the sewer fees if
they put in arecreation vehicle
dump. He said the question has
never come up before.

There will aso be appointments
tothe swimming pool commission.

Themeetingisopentothepublic
and will be held upstairs at The
Gateway. Mr. Shike said he isn't
sureif itwill beaired oncableloca
access channel 7 becauseit is sup-
posed to be ashort meeting.

STtock REDUCTION AND
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Tuesday, August 31, 2004

absolutely sell!

McCook Farm Equipment Co., McCook, Nebraska, will
be having an absolute auction! Consignments are being
accepted for this auction. This is not like most consign-
ment sales that are just doing inventory. Everything will

If interested in selling equipment contact McCook Farm
Equipment at 308--345-4480 or Lynn A. Johnson, Johnson
Realty, Inc., 785-475-2785 or cell phone, 785-475-8514.

Auction to be held at 708 E. B St., McCook, NE

Johnson Realty, Inc.

109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS ;

Roberta Johnson, Broker « Lynn A. Johnson, Broker/Auctioneer -
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT:www.johnson-real-estate.com
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