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carriesvote
Inprimary

Rep. John Faber moves
ontothegenera dection

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Inarepeat of their racetwoyears
ago, votersbacked incumbent John
Faber in the 120th District for the
stateHouseof Representativeswith
3,404 votesto 2,375 for challenger
Doug Sebeliusof Norton.

Two years
ago, Rep. Faber
won a much
closer race with
2,160t02,002, a
margin of just
158 votes. This
year his margin
was 1,029.

Ashedid two
years ago, Rep.
Faber will face
Democrat Bob Strevey of Norcatur
inthe general election.

Rep. Faber received 444 votesin
Decatur County, 646 in Cheyenne,
699 in Rawlins, 779 in Norton and
836in Phillips. Mr. Sebeliusfailed
to carry asingle county, with 301
votesin Decatur, 250in Cheyenne,
389 in Rawlins, 673 in Norton and
762in Phillips.

Reached at home Tuesday night,
neither man had heardthefinal tally
for the election.

Rep. Faber said hefelt great about
the election. He said he was
humbled and honored to win the
primary.

Next he will meet Mr. Strevey,
who he said he has alot of respect
for. With the contentious turn the
election took, he said, he hopesthe

John Faber

House VVote

Here are the final unofficial re-
sults of the 120th District race on
the Republican ballot for state rep-
resentative:

120th District Total
+ John Faber, Brewster 3,404
+ Doug Sebelius, Norton 2,375

Decatur County
* Faber 444
* Sebelius 301
Cheyenne County
* Faber 646
* Sebelius 250
Rawlins County
* Faber 699
* Sebelius 389
Norton County
* Faber 779
* Sebelius 673
Phillips County
* Faber 836
* Sebelius 762

Republican party cancometogether
and put thisbehind him asthenomi-
nee.

If electedtoanother term, hesaid,
hewouldliketoget moremoney for
education and bring money back to
thesmall school districts. It will be
areal challenge, hesaid.

He said opening the school fi-
nance formula scares him because

(See FABER on Page 10A)

Folksareready
toenjoy county fair
asmidway heatsup

Fair week isherel

Time for rides, shows, cotton
candy, pork burgers, though to
many, it meansthe summer iscom-
ingtoaquick end. Kidswill beback
in school before they know it, but
there still istimeto have somefun.

Pre-fair events actually started
last Tuesday with the clothing con-
struction, buymanship and fashion
revue.

Traditionally, that is the first
event of the Decatur County Fair
and thisyear isno different.

Thenon Saturday, thehorseshow
was held.

Tuesday wastheday toget all the
exhibitstothecorrect buildingsand
also time for the 4-H auction. The
carnival openedtothepublicforthe
first timethisyear and kids had the
chanceto ride sheep in front of the
grandstand.

Thismorning, thingswill kick off
at 8a.m. withthebucket calf show,

thenat 9a.m. therewill bethedairy/
beef show, at 5p.m.; thesheep show,
at 5:30 p.m.; thekids' tractor pull
and at 7:30 p.m. the Bridges Band
concert.

Starting off at 9a.m. on Thursday
isthe swine show; at 11 am., the
media interviews with winners;
4:30 p.m. the senior and intermedi-
ateroundrobin; at 6:30p.m.thelive-
stock auction; and at 7:30 p.m. alo-
cal talent show.

At 1:30 p.m. on Friday isthe pet
parade at the Good Samaritan Cen-
ter; at 5:30 p.m., the public fashion
revueat The Gateway andat 7 p.m.
the Col gate Country Showdown at
the grandstand.

At 7 p.m. on Saturday, the Ober-
lin Lions Club will sponsor the an-
nual demolition derby.

The home-owned carnival will
openeachnight at 7 p.m.

Ticketsfor rides are 25 cents a

(See ANNUAL on Page 10A)

Group focuses
onasssedliving

By STEVE HAYNES

Everyoneseemstothink “ assisted
living” isthe hot ticket for senior
care, but nooneisquitesurehow to
get into the new “in-between” ser-
vice— or even exactly what it is.

Members of the Decatur County
heal th planning committeewrestled
with theissuesof assisted living—
where seniors can live indepen-
dently but shed caresabout thelawn
and roof — at their monthly meet-
ing last Tuesday.

About a dozen people from the
hospital and both nursinghomesand
clinicformthegroup, aongwiththe
county commissioners,whoownall
the buildings.

Margee Wilson, chief nursing
officer at the Cedar Living Center,
said she had surveyed areatowns
and found that most have some sort

of assistedlivingfacility. Thecount
ranged from nine unitsin Hill City
withtwoempty to30inNortonwith
20empty, butMs. Wilsonnotedthat
thefacility thereis new. Hoxie has
eight units with one empty, and no
cookingfacilities. GoveCounty has
10 unitsin the hospital with three
empty.

“All the towns seem to have
them,” shesaid, “andthere susually
oneor two that are empty.”

Shenoted that some of thefacili-
tiesare more like apartments, with
kitchensor cookingfacilities, while
othershavebeen created by combin-
ing two old hospital or nursing
rooms. Some do not offer cooking
or ashower. Somearein ahospital
or nursing home, some are con-
nected, some separate.

(SeeHEALTH onPage 7A)
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ONELECTION DAY, JoyceHartzog helped avoter check around 11 a.m. and the courthouse had around 100 voters sa

in at the Decatur County Courthouse polling place. It was far.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

L atecomer winssenateprimary

By CYNTHIAHAYNES

theringearly inanattempt tounseat

It was a nail-biting night for the incumbent Sen. Stan Clark. How-

Republican candidates for
Kansas' 40th District Sen-
ate seat but, inthe end, the
veteran lawmaker Ralph
Ostmeyer beat the rookie
Dan Rasure by alittle over
1,100 votes.
Astheprecinctscame, in
the vote swung back and
forth between Mr. Ost-
meyer, a state representa-

R. Ostmeyer

ever, onMay29thesen&
tor was killed in a car
wreck on |-70.

Shortly thereafter, Mr.
Ostmeyer, considered a
conservative like Mr.
Clark, announced he
wouldrunfortheRepub-
lican nominationagainst
Mr. Rasure.

Sen. Clark’s widow,

tivefromGrinnell,andMr. Rasure, Ruth, was named to fill his vacant

afresh new face from Goodland.

seat, althoughshedidnot plantorun

Mr. Rasurehad thrownhishatin election. In the last weeks of the

ZIPPING DOWN THE ROAD between Oberlin and
Norcatur, Don Morrealeis crossing the country on a scooter

toraisemoney for orphansin India.
— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

L ateweek’srain dampened water use

Water use dropped alittle with rain and cool
weather last week, with the highest demand at
554,000 gallonslast Wednesday, right beforeit

rained again.

Theweek before, thehighest pumped day was
Tuesday, July 20, when 798,000 gallons were

pumped.

With hot weather in theforecast, though, out-

allowed on Mondays.

door use could spike again thisweek.

City watering restrictions are still in effect.
Peoplewith odd-numbered addressescan water
on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

Those with even addressed can water on
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. Nowateringis

race, she gave her support to Mr.
Ostmeyer and hel ped with hiscam-
paign.

Both men campaigned exten-
sively, crossing and recrossing the
18-county district. Mr. Rasure, in
campaign finance reports filed in
lateJuly, hadthelarger warchestand
apparently outspent his opponent
morethe2-1. Heraised most of his
money in the district, but put more
than $22,000in personal fundsinto
therace.

Mr. Rasure, 22, called for anew
way of doing things, pointing out
that the popul ation of westernK an-

sas continuesto shrink, the school s
continueto closeand property taxes
keep going up.

Mr. Ostmeyer, 61, pointed out his
four years of experience asamem-
ber of the state House of Represen-
tatives, plus time a Gove County
commissioner and a school board
member.

When the votes were counted
Tuesday night, Mr. Ostmeyer hao
8,553 to Mr. Rasure' s7,385.

Mr. Rasure beat his opponent in
Decatur County 444t0296 and al so
took victories in Cheyenne,

(See SENATE on Page 10A)

Scooter, orphans
keepmanonU.S.36

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Scootingdowntheroad at speeds
of up to 25 mph— downhill witha
tailwind — a Denver man putt-
putted into town last Tuesday on a
motorized scooter.

“It's like a leaf blower on ste-
roids,” ssid DonMorrealeashede-
scribed the unusual vehicle on
whichheisridingacrossthecounty.

He said the specially made
scooter has a40cc, two-stroke mo-
tor and does about 20-22 mph most
of thetime.

“1 usethehighest octanegasl can
get,” Mr.Morrea esaid, addingthat
he premixes the gas with oil like
most peopledofor their lawnmow-
ers.

Thelittle vehicle gets about 100
milesper gallon, heestimated. Each
day hetriestotravel about 70miles,
which takes him five to six hours.
That's about all hisfeet can stand,
hesaid.

This it the second leg of the 50-
something Denver real estate
salesman’ s transcontinental trip.
The first leg took him from Las
Cruses, N.M., on Feb. 15 to San
DiegoonMarch 1.

On July 25, heleft Byers, Colo.,
headed east for the second leg.

Thefirst night, hesaid, heand a
friend, whoisdriving abackup ve-
hicle, camped in Cope, Colo. The
second night, they spent at a motel
inSt. Francisand last Tuesday they
stayed at the LandMark Inn. The
next day, they set off on U.S. 36
again, hoping to spend the night in
Kensington.

Last Tuesday, Mr. Morreale
spoke to the Oberlin Rotary Club,
explainingwhy hewasundertaking
anearly 2,500 mile journey on a

scooter made by the Mosquito Co.
of Salt Lake City.

Hesaidthat hehad becomefasci-
nated by stories of people crossing
the continent on odd conveyances
— everything from unicyclesto &
riding lawnmower — and decided
hewanted to do so onascooter. (In
fact, there wasaguy on aunicycle
following him through Colorado.)

Hissecond and biggest reason, he
said, isto raise money for orphans
in India. He is hoping to raise
$62,500duringthetrip. That money
will educate athousand orphansin
Indiafor ayear, hesaid.

In 1976, he said, he backpacked
through Indiaand wasstruck by the
friendliness of the people.

Near the end of histrip, he said,
hevisitedtheM etropolisRestaurant
in Old Delhi near the train station.
It's one of the few placesin India
that you can get asteak, he said.

As he left the restaurant, he no-
ticedthat al thescrapsfromdiners
plates were thrown in a pile in the
alley. The pile was swarming with
children, he said.

He realized that these were or-
phans— children nobody wanted.

Thenandthere, hesaid, heprom-
ised he would do something for
theseferal children, but after hegot
homethememory faded ashewent
about hisdaily life.

However, last year arock-climb-
ing buddy from Indiawaskilled in
an accident. At his funeral, Mr.
Morreal esaid, hismother askedthat
instead of flowers, people give
money to SOSChildren’ sVillages,
agroup which buildshomesfor or-
phansaround theworld.

It was then, he said, he remem-

(See TRAVELER on Page 10A)

« 281,000 gallonson Monday, July 26.
« 435,000 gallonson Tuesday, July 27.
« 554,000 gallonslast Wednesday.

« 503,000 gallonson Thursday .

« 271,000 gallonson Friday.

« 548,000 gallons on Saturday .

507,000 gallonson Sunday .

Water pumped included:
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* Faber
wins
again
| ncumbent
takeselection

(Continued from Page 1A)
rural areas have fewer and fewer
votesin Topeka. Rep. Faber said he
feel sheisthebest personfor thejob,
he has the connections and is a
strong voicefor western Kansas.

Mr. Sebelius, the Norton County
Attorney, said hehadn’treally paid
any attention to the numbers. He
said hedidn’t know if hewould run
againor not. Hesaidhedoesn' tthink
anyone can truthfully know what
their planswill be, but heknowshe
wantsto remainin public service.

Since he was running for the
House seat, he gave up the county
attorney’s job for the next four
years. His law partner, Karen
Griffithsisrunning for the post.

Mr. Sebelius said heis discour-
agedinthedirection politicscontin-
uesto take. Thereis an extremely
negative approach towards public
service, he said. He said his oppo-
nent apparently wanted to keep his
officeat al costs, whether it meant
an attempt to destroy someone
else'sdesirefor public service. He
said hethinks Rep. Faber pandered
to peopl €' s nature to believe what
one person says about another.

He said he has always disliked
this part of politics, when an oppo-
nent spreads negative information
on the other person.

Latein the campaign, he said, a
survey hefilled out for the Kansas
Christian Coalition showed up in
Norton. In the Friday issue of The
Norton Telegram, Rep. Faberranan
adoutliningthedifferencesbetween
himself and Mr. Sebelius, giving
credit to the coalition. Then in the
Telegram Extra, a countywide ad-
vertising paper, there was an ad by
Mr. Sebeliussaying hisopponent’s
ad had distorted the truth.

Hesaid heopposesgay marriage,
but looking at the survey, avoter
might think he doesn’t. He said he
opposed state government forcing
districts to raise property taxes to
pay for schools and thinks raising
money for schoolsisthestate’ sjob.
It also says heis strongly against
pornography on the Internet.

Volunteers
needed
for Scouts

Girl Scouts of Sunflower Coun-
cil islooking for volunteersto give
a few hours a week, one day a
month, occasionally or weekly.

Volunteersshouldwork well ina
team and have a desire to help the
community.

One immediate need is that of
volunteersfor themembershipteam
tohelpwithagirl and adult market-
ingplantoincludeanalyzing statis-
tical dataand completing commu-
nity profiles.

Other positions that volunteers
couldtakeincludetrainers, to serve
ontheboard of directors, computer
work, leaders, general administra-
tive support and help with deliver-
ing programsfor girlsin northwest
Kansas.

If you are 18 or older, you could
make a difference in the lives of
girls. Contact Monicaat Girl Scouts
of Sunflower Council, 2707 Vine
Street, Suite8, Hays, Kan. 67601 or
call toll-free, (888) 811-8832.

Grant
wor kshop
planned

A grant workshop will be held
from 5t0 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
Aug. 11, at the Pioneer Memorial
Library at 375 West 4th Street in
Colby.

Itwill includeinstructiononhow
to use the Cooperating Collection
Ste, which isacollection of refer-
encematerial sthat areusedinlocat-
ing foundations to access grant
funding for various causes. It in-
cludes different types of books, as
well asinformation on CD Rom.

Thereisno charge for the work-
shop. For details contact Debbie
Tittle, Pioneer Memorial Library, at
(785) 462-4470 or Western Prairie
Resource Conservationand Devel -
opment at (785) 462-2602.

DECATURCOUNTY’'SCARNIVAL kick

R 1

edoff Tuesday to get aprize. The carnival will be open through Saturday,

night withgames, food, ridesandasmall crowd. Thisboy, like starting at 7 p.m. each night.
alot of kids, decided to spend his 10 centsat thefishing pond

* Annual fair, carnival fun for everyone

(Continued from Page 1A)
piece with the Twistover, train,
Ferriswhedl, swings, Octopus, Tilt-
awhirl andmoonwalk eachcosting
three tickets. The merry-go-round
andsmall kiddieridescost oneticket
each.

Games offered thisyear include:
* Baseball toss, inwhich aperson
hasthreetriestoknock threestacked

bottlesover.

* Birthday whedl, try to spin the
whesd toland on theright month.

*Break aplate, try tobreak aplate
with aball.

* Bullseye, try tothrow adart and
hit the bullseye.

* Duck pond, pick aduck and get
theprizecorrespondingtothenum-
ber on the bottom.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

» Fishing pond, fish out a prize
from behind the curtain.

» High striker, useamallet totest
strength.

* Lollipop tree, buy alallipop, if
it hasacolored sticker, winaprize.

* Ric-o-chet, anickel game.

* Sinko, which islike bingo but
with balls.

* Sodacan toss, tossbean bagsat

sodacansto knock them over.

* Tic-tac-toe, try toget threeballs
inarow.

*Plinko, dropadiscdownaboard
towinaprize.

» Basketball, try tomakeabasket.

« Miniaturegolf.

 Outhousealley, try tothrow the
ball inthetoilet.

Voter turnout down for primary contest

TurnoutintheDistrict 2commis-
sioner racewaslight, withonly 269
out of the 494 registered Republi-
cansvoting, but they madetheir de-
cision clear with 170 ballotsfor in-
cumbent RalphUnger and 99for his
opponent, Phillip Lahman.

Both candidates agreed that they
were disappointed in the turnout.
Thatisonly about half of thevoters
in the district, said Mr. Lahman,
reached at home Tuesday night.

He said he had no idea how the
race was going to turn out and he
didn’t have any expectationsgoing
into the election.

Mr. Lahmansaid hehasn'trealy

given any thought about runningin
the future. He said he thought he
would get through this race first.
Thiswashisfirst attempt at el ected
office.

Mr. Unger was at the courthouse
helping put ballot boxes away and
hangingout onelectionnight. Since
he was a candidate, he said, he
wasn’t helping with any of the
counting.

Althoughhewasgladtowin, and
that he would be able to serve an-
other four years, hesaid hewasdis-
appointedwiththelow vote, just 54
percent of registered voters. It
seemed pretty light all day long. Mr.

* Travder goesby scodter

(Continued from Page 1A)
bered hispromiseandknew what he
wanted to do.

While heis paying all his ex-
penses, Mr. Morreaesaid, theFoot-
hillsRotary Clubof Denverisspon-
soring him.

In Oberlin, he collected $110 af-
ter histalk.

“They werereally generous,” he
said.

Donations can be sent to SOS
Children’sVillages- U.S.A, atten-
tion Anne Derby, 1317 F. Street

N.W., Suite550, Washington, D.C.,
20004 or to Don Morrede, 1266 S.
WilliamsSt., Denver, Colo., 80210.
Make all checks out to SOS
Children’sVillages- U.S.A.andput
Scooter Fundfor Indiainthebottom
|eft-hand corner.

Editor’s Note: SOS Children’s
Villages built the home where
PatriciaGomez, aforeign-exchange
student from Panama, lives. Miss
Gomez spent her junior year at
Decatur Community High School
two years ago.

Decatur County commission-
ersrenewedthejail contract with
Red Willow County, but not
without alittlejoshin’.

Sheriff Ken Badsky brought
the renewal to the commission-
ers’ meeting last Tuesday. He
said the Red Willow sheriff had
asked for arenewal, since the
contract had not been redonein
several years and was on auto-
matic extension.

Asfar has he knows, he said,
the move to build a jail in
McCook ison hold for now.

He said the new contract was
just the old one printed out with
new dates by the county

County agreestorenaw
McCook jail contract

attorney’s secretary. Red Wil-
low County sends prisoners to
Oberlintoservesentences, pay-
ing Decatur County $25 per day
to house them. The Nebraska
prisonersoftenmakeupthebulk
of thejail population here.

Commissioner Ralph Unger
wanted to know about the con-
tract.

“Does it have an escape
clause?” he asked, and that
brought alaugh fromthesheriff.

County Attorney Steve
Hirschsaiditdidn’t; thecontract
isfor oneyear withyear-to-year
renewals.
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Unger said he didn’t think the vot-
ersrealized, that in many cases, the
primary election determines the
candidates who win the general
election.

He said he plansto represent the
peopleof thecounty tothebest of his
abilitiesand meet thechallengesas
they arise.

Voter turnout in District 2 actu-
ally washigher thanthe county asa
whole, withonly 39.6 percent of the
possi blevoterscoming out. County
Clerk MarilynHorn,whoalsoisthe
county election officer, said there
are 1,433 registered Republicans,
556 Democrats and 435 unaffili-
ated, for atotal of 2,424 voters. Of
those, only 961 voted.

By 10:37p.m., all of thevoteshad
been counted and the election vol-
unteers were getting ready to go
home.

The commissioner race was the

only county contest. All otherswere
unopposed. Thoseincludedincum-
bent Republicans Mrs. Horn, who
received 543 votes for clerk; Ken
Badsky with 454 for the sheriff;
SteveHirschwith 526 for thecounty
attorney; JeanHalewith548for the
treasurer; John Bremer with 530for
the magistrate judge; and Doyle
Brownwith 100 for District 3com-
missioner. Judy Gaumer, the only
Democratincounty office, received
130 votesfor register of deeds.

Inthecounty, voterscast 533 bal -
lotsfor U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran.

Ina*“contested” race, they voted
671for U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback,
and 55 for Arch Naramore on the
Republican ticket. On the Demo-
cratic ballot, Robert Conroy re-
ceived 69 votesand Lee Jones 61.

Winnerswill appear ontheballot
forthegeneral electiononTuesday,
Nov. 2.

* Senate

race
tight

(Continued from Page 1A)
Greeley, Gove and Lane counties.
Mr. Rasurecarried hishomecounty,
Sherman, 1,010to415and alsocar-
ried Mr. Ostmeyer’ s home county,
Gove, 36810 357.

Mr. Ostmeyer carried Norton,
Rawlins, Sheridan, Logan, Wichita,
Thomas, Scott, Rooks, Ness, Gra-
ham and Wallace counties.

By thetimethelast voteswerein,
from tiny Wallace County in the
Mountain Time zone, Mr. Rasure
had | eft hiscampai gnheadquarters.
He told reporters he was disap-
pointed with theresults.

Friends and campaign workers
saidthat they felt hehad doneagooc
joband hoped hewould continuein
politics.

Reached at home Tuesday night,
Mr. Ostmeyer said he was pleased
with hisvictory but, also felt Mr.
Rasureran agood race.

“I’mtickledtowin,” hesaid, add-
ing that he seemed to have been be-
hind most of the night.

“The young fellow ran atough
campaign,” he said. “He workeo
hard. My hat’ s off to him.”

Looking at the results, Mr. Ost-
meyer said that hewas surprised he
had not done better in some places
and was happy he had done aswell
ashedidinothers.

“1 needto beabetter listener,” he
saidtalkingabout thenext stepof the
campaign. “1 plantowork hard.”

Mr. Ostmeyer will meet Demo-
crat Tim Peterson of Monument in
the general election on Tuesday,
Nov. 2. Mr. Peterson was unop-
posed inthe primary.
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For more information contact

Linda Terrell, 877-5219

August 6, 2004
Decatur County Fair

AMERICA'S LARGEST TALENT SHOWCASE

Presented by

7 p.m. at the Grand Stands

Call 1-888-PLAY-105

For Detalls




