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Stateneedsto spread
jobsaroundrural areas

Whilethestatecentralizesofficesand pulls
state jobs out of rural Kansas, thousands of
peopleareleaving for citiesor other statesto
findjobs.

Our population decline is not the state’'s
fault, at least not most of it.

Rural populationshavebeenonadlidesince
the turn of the century. Since Cyrus
M cCormick invented thereaper, better equip-
ment, seed andfarming practiceshaveboosted
productivity every year.

That has meant fewer farmers and fewer
farm jobs nearly every year. And while the
government hasspent billionsto* keepfarm-
ersontheland,” it sspent millionsfor research
and land-grant universities to accel erate the
trend.

If you count jobs saved or farmers kept on
theland, the money has been mostly wasted.
Our population continuesto decline, and the
government at best has bought people afew
moreyears.

Y ou can’t blamethe statefor that.

Y ou can blame the state, though, for alack
of commitmenttorura towns. Atbestthestate
hasasplit personality: takingjobsaway onone
hand, promising to help out of the other side
of itsmouth.

So just what can the state do? Sen. Stan
Clark, before his death in May, was pushing
to move statejobsout into rural areas.

Economicdevel opment expertskeep saying
that with modern communications, including
the Internet, thereisno reason why work has
to bedonein any onecentral location.

People work from home, in airports, on
trains, wherever they can plug in their com-
puters.

Soinstead of using telecommunicationsto

centralize state work in big towns, why not
farm it out to rural areasthat really need the
jobs?

Thisisno wild-eyed dream. Rural Kansas
isfull of old schoolsand other buildingsthat
could house astate agency or two. Except for
top executives, most statework couldbedone
by “branch offices.” They’ dbeascentralized
and efficient astheagency caredtomakethem

They just wouldn'’t bein Topeka.

Sen. Clark thought that instead of building
anew stateofficebuildingin Topeka, thestate
should spread thejobsaround.

Thiswouldtakesomecommitment fromthe
state. For onething, many current statework-
erswouldnotwanttomovetorural areas. The
state would have to hire many new peopleto
fill jobsit “outsourced” torural areas.

However, there is no need to pay Kansas
City wagesin northwest Kansas. Peoplehere
would work for areasonableamount.

Supervisors might have to come from To-
pekaat first. Someonewouldbewillingtostep
up and move herefor apromotion.

Thereisn’t much that happensin astate of -
fice that couldn’t be done out here. Thereis
plenty of space. When the Herndon school is
closed, for instance, the state could put an of -
fice complex there, drawing workers from
surrounding towns.

Thestate, whichalwayspromisesrural eco-
nomicdevel opment, wouldbeputtingitsjobs
whereitsmouthis. It might cost alittle, but it
wouldbefar better thanhavingMedicaidcalls
answeredinlIndiaor driver’ slicensesmadein
Washington.

And it just might start atrend that would
makerural Kansasmuchmorevaluabletothe
state. Itjust might work. —SteveHaynes

Piesamplesvoted aswinners

If Chantelle is mother to these
baby chicks, then| guessthat makes
metheir great-grandmother.

Wenoticed cracksintheeggslast
Wednesday morning. By that
evening, four fuzzy little chicks
were wobbling around the incuba-
tor and there were cracksin three
moreeggs.

That left five eggs. And, even
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thoughwegavethemthesametreat-

ment as the others, nothing hap-
pened. We let them set a couple of
extradays, but still nothing. But we
thought seven out of a dozen isn't
too bad of areturn on our first at-
tempt at hatching chicks.

It wasn’t long before Chantelle
had each one named. | guess the
names she had assigned to the eggs
didn’t matchthechicksafter shegot
to “know” them. We have Scarlett
andAlexis, plusothersl can’trecall,
but Chantelle knows and can iden-
tify them on sight.

Chantelle and Angelia’'s mom
came to pick up the girls over the
weekend. | think it was as hard for
themtoleavethechicksasitwasfor
themtoleaveus.

—ob—

Last Monday morning, my
kitchen looked like a pie factory. |
baked three apple pies so | could
havethree chancesof agood oneto
enter at the Norton County Fair.
There seemed to be something
wrong with each one, but | took the

best of thelot and headed out.

| wasstunnedwhen | learned that
entry day wasthefollowing day, so
my co-workers benefited from that
attempt. They voted their samples
blueribbongood. Afterall, | wanted
to enter areally fresh, just-out-of-
the-oven pie. | resigned myself to
the fact that | would have to bake
againthenext morning.

Problems beset me from the be-
ginning, though. First, | overdept.
There wouldn’t be enough time to
make morethan onepie. That, ina
way, wasagoodthing, becausel dis-
covered | had enough apples and
crust for only onepie. Now, all my
hopes were pinned on this particu-
lar pie.

Maybe | tried too hard, | don’t
know. But, truthfully, that pie did
not turn out as good asthe onesthe
day before. Thejuicessplitthecrust
at the edge and bubbled over, the
crust brownedalittletoomuch, and,
for some reason, the filling just
wasn't quiteasgoodastheprevious

day. The judge gaveit ared, and
quite frankly, that’s what it de-
served. Sure, good enough for fam-
ily, butitwasn’tthequality product
| had wanted.

But as Scarlett (O’ Hara, not the
aforementioned chick) would say,
“Fiddle dee dee. Tomorrow is an-
other day.”

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Who shall separate usfrom
theloveof Christ?shall tribu-
lation, or distress, or persecu-
tion, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? Romans
8:35
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It' sbeen adown week.

Some weeks everything goes
right and theworldiswonderful.

Thentherewas|ast week.

Monday wasn't too bad. We had
no disasters and the papers got out
ontime.

Then on Tuesday came the call
frommy sister.

“Cyn, Mom’sfallen and broken
her hip.”

Mom’ s balance has been bad for
years, and she falls about twice a
week. Every timeithappens,my sis-
tertellsher she' sgoingtobreak ahip
one of thesedays.

“Don’t you just hate it when
you'reright?’ | said.

Mother wastransferred from her
homeat anassistedlivingfacilityin
Concordiato the Salina Regional
Medical Center, whereshehad sur-
gery on Wednesday.

| called our oldest daughter totell
her how her grandmother was.

She told me her dog had cancer
and she and her husband have de-
cided on chemotherapy. The suc-
cessrateis 75 percent, shesaid, but
the cost will be between $30-$40 a
week for ayear.

But they lovetheir dog and have
no children upon which to spend
their hard-earned money

Which, speaking of money, my
son-in-law’ s wallet was stolen on
Thursday and someoneisusing his
credit cards.

| went to Salinato spend Wednes-
day night with mother so my sister
and her husband couldget somerest.

Thingswentfrombadtoworse
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Betweenthetwoof them, they’ ve
spent almost every waking hour at
Mom'’s side and awhole bunch of
the dleeping ones.

Y oungest daughter, whoismov-
ing to South Carolina this week,
joinedme. Shewasplanningtovisit
her grandmother beforeleavingthe
state anyway.

After hervisit, sheheadedback to
Lawrence, where she was busy
packing.

OnThursday, shetriedtocall the
movers, whowerescheduledto pick
up her stuff on Friday. Shegot are-
cording.

Next she went to the Internet to
check out their web site. She
couldn’t find it. However, she did
find one dedicated to people who
were unhappy with the moving
company.

Boy, wasshethrilled.

Friday morning, the movers
called and said they would bethere
sometime that day. Later, they
calledtosay they’ dbetherebetween
4and 6 p.m. Shewasrelieved.

Themoversfinally showed up at
8:30p.m.

She was steamed, but still re-
lieved.

Whilethemoversweretaking her
stuff to the truck, her brother was
moving hisinto afriend's garage.
He had been sick all week and had
forgottentoget aU-Haul trailer un-
til thelast minute— and of course,
they had none.

So “thego ‘n’ throw” bug com-
binedwithtryingtomoveandclean
his old apartment kept him busy
over theweekend.

Asof Monday, hisstuff wasstill
inthefriend’ sgarage. Hisex-room-
mate, who had offered a truck to
helpmovethefurniture, hadlost the
keys. And, he had no hot water be-
cause heforgot to call the gas com-
pany and get it turned on.

Mom is getting better. Steveis
helping youngest daughter move
this week. Son finally got moved,
but not until he’'d had a couple of
nightssleepingonsomevery pretty,
but very solid, hardwood floors.

Oldest daughter and son-in-law
will get thingsfigured out.

Me, I'm hiding under the bed for
therest of theweek.

Greyhound closetoend of era

Thedecisionby GreyhoundLines
to abandon most of its stopsin the
Tri-Stateareasmacksof desperation.

The company is closing most of
its stops along the Interstates. In
western Kansas, there will be only
two stops, Haysand Colby. People
will nolonger beableto catchabus
inEllsworth, Russell, WaK eeney or
Goodland.

In Nebraska, there' Il be no stops
west of Lincoln as the firm aims,
apparently, for the long-haul mar-
ket.

One big loss: prisonsin Ells-
worth, Burlington, Colo., and else-
whereintheareawon’'t havean easy
way to ship paroleesback homeaf-
ter their release.

Greyhound claimsit’ll save mil-
lionsbecausebuseswill stay onthe
freeway and arrive sooner at their
destination. Our guessisthesavings
aremostly illusory.

Maybethey figurepeoplewill get
arideto the next stop. Maybe they
think they’ Il hitchhike. Butit sounds
likethe dog may beclosetoitslast
lap.

There aren’t that many people
who want to ride a bus cross coun-
try, after al. Most of us, given the
choice, would fly or take atrain or
drive— anything but the bus.

Withair faresnearly aslow asthe
busonagoodday, theHound makes
the most sense in country towns
where people don’'t have a choice.
And those are the marketsthe firm
isgivingup.

AlongtheSappa
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By SteveHaynes

So there’ s no money in serving
rural America?Inthecity, they can
choose. Let’ ssee, KansasCity-Den-
ver, 13 hours by bus, less than two
by air. Price, $74 and $155

Greyhound often isleft with the
passengerswhocan'torwon'tfly or
drive: afew elderly with afear of
flying, the poor and the disenfran-
chised, students without cars (not
many of those these days) and oth-
ers who don’t quite fit the main-
stream of America

Thefirm admitsit has problems.
They’ve cut jobs and canceled an
order for 200 new buses. And yet,
Greyhound, after absorbing Conti-
nental Trailways, is by far the
country’s biggest over-the-road
passenger carrier.

At this point, you really haveto
askif thebusbusinesswill bearound
that much longer. It still does well
in afew concentrated markets, but
out here, peopledrive.

If Greyhound were to go under,
then the automobile will have pol-
ishedoff itslastandfinal alternative.
That may or may not beabad thing
— few peopleget nostalgic about a

rideonanoldSilversidesor aSuper
ScenicCruiser, like they do for &
train— but we' ve pretty much lost
our publictransportation outsidethe
urban corridors.

Inaway, it' stheend of an erafor
rural America. Oh, it’ sbeencoming
onforyears. Howlong, forinstance,
sinceTrailwaysranout U.S. 36?0Or
since a passenger train stopped in
Oakley or Hays?

Thisis a matter of choice anc
policy. Choice, because Americans
choose their cars, and policy, be-
causethegovernment pourshillions
into highwayswhile spending next
to nothing on trains and busses anc
other public transportation.

Sure, there are afew subsidized
options, but we no longer have &
ground transportation system for
public use, at least not in most of
rural America

Y oucanstill drivetoMcCook anc
catch atrain, or to Colby for abus,
but more and more, people— once
they get in the car — just keep on
driving.

Someday, wemay regret what we
lost.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto these recent
subscribersto The OberlinHerald:

California: Mae Hester, Big
Bear City; MaxineF. Hatch, River-
side;

Colorado: Elwood Brock, Jean-
ette Tice, Aurora; Adam Fleck-
enstein Jr., Shirley McDonald,
Patricia English, Denver; Curtis
Williams, Centennial; Jean Early-
wine, Louisville; Rita Ann Carey,
Westminster;

Nebraska: Emery Kathka, Coyote
Country, Walter Steier, Naomi Pe-
ters, Louis E. McKenna, Mildred
McMains, DorisLippold, DennisG.

Berry, McCook; Del Roe, Bill
Lohoefener, North Platte; R.L.
Ridgway, Kearney; LaVerneRippe,
L ebanon;

Kansas: The Bank, David New,
Matt Coiner, Lloyd Ramsey, Mil-
dred Tacha, Lenny Fleckenstein,
Archie Harman, Vendla Tacha,
Wilfred Wagoner, WayneCresdler,
Jennings; Peggy Williams, Edna
Smith, Lawrence; Norcatur City
Office, Glen Strevey, A.W. Lyon,
Larry Sumner, Juanita Eckhart,
Troy Marshall, KathrynVanMeter,
Rea Magers, Norcatur; Becky Ur-
ban, McPherson; Shirley Colton,

Oakley; EvanGaoltl, Hill City; John
Geisinger, Western Concrete
Works, Bill Bainter, James Cars-
well, John Sauvage, Dan Wasson,
Home Oil Company, Koerperich
Bookbinders, Earl Brown, Frank
Sulzman, Everett G. Shuler, Pauls
Furniture, David Kruse, Dennis
Rogers, Betty Hickert, Joe Doren-
camp, Selden; Jim Herl, Russell
Rhodes, Gerard (Jerry) Meitl, Mr.
and Mrs. Kendal Carman, Lois
Weis, Greg Miller, Dresden; Mar-
garet Ross, Maxine Walker, Gene
Geisinger, Phillipsburg; Harvey
Stoney, Herndon.



