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Americanswon’t put up
with scandalslikelragjalil

Let’s put this whole Iragi-jail-fun-and-
gamesthing in some sort of perspective:

Thejail incidents, and the Army trialsthat
will keep them inthe newsinto next year, are
news becauseinthiscountry, wecare.

Some armies would laugh at the things
American prison guards were caught doing.
In some armies, it’s perfectly acceptable to
shoot civiliansor humiliate, rapeand pillage.

Oursisnot oneof them. Wehaverules. We
expect our sol diersto abi deby them, and most
of themdo. Soit’ snewswhenafew don't.

Many countries would try to sweep the
whol e thing under the rug. The government
would deny it happened, reporterswould be
shooed off or arrested, theguilty would either
betransferred or just disappear.

Thewholething would go away.

Not in America. We arefree and open. We
put theculpritson publictrial, and then have
tolistento defense chargesthat somehow the
Pentagon and President Bush planned the
whole thing. The guilty parties were “only

following orders.”

Sure, that’ slikely. Thepresidentand Donald
Rumsfeld are sitting around the Oval Office,
and Mr. Bush says, “ Say, Rummy, let’ shave
some of our prison guards sexually harass
somelragi prisoners, raiseanuproar inworld
opinion, andlosemethousandsof votesat the

sametime.

“Oh, and be sure they are dumb enough to
record thewhol e thing on video tape.”

“Y es, Mr. President. Doyouwant usto send
them a sel ection of sex toysfor the show?’

Right.

No, the point is, Americans won’t put up

with thiskind of thing.

In World War 11, we prosecuted prison
guards for smashing the mouths of Japanese
prisonersto steal their gold fillings. In Viet-

thewar.

nam, we prosecuted soldiers for everything
from theft to drug chargesto murder.

Inour owncountry, we' vemanagedover the
last 50 yearsto do away with agreat deal of
policeviolenceand abusethrough better train-
ing and public pressure. Rodney King may
have taken a beating, but in the end, he won

Butit’ sbecausewebelieveintherulesand
take great pridein our Bill of Rightsand our
sense of decency that we have the specter of
publictrialsinthelragjail abuse scandal.

Somewould say that what the prisonguards
did was not that big a deal. They posed the
prisonersin sexually embarrassing positions
and madethem dothingsmost of uswould not
want to do. Asfar aswe cantell, no onewas
injured, but thetreatment waspsychol ogically
brutal. It wasdonefor no good reason but the
entertainment of bored guards.

Soit’snot amurder case? Still, the guards
needto bepunished, asdoany higher upswho
knew about and either condoned thetreatment

or looked the other way.

There sno doubt, theway the army works,
that somecareerswill beruined. Someguards
will gotojail. That isasit should be.

Thisweek, it’s Pfc. Lynndie England, a
WestVirginiareservist, whoisinthedock. An
army investigator said he thought combat

stressandajail riot afew daysbeforehad con-

tributed to the lack of discipline among the
guards, al reservistscalled to active duty.

But Pvt. England, he said, she just seemed
to be bored and looking for somefun.

Somefun, indeed.

Thisisnot our way. Thisisnot how we ex-

pect our army to behave. And it's American

world.

to do something about it, openly, before the

That isagood thing. — Steve Haynes

Senior gatusgartstolook good

| can’t decideif | want to be con-
sidered asenior citizen or not.

A few years ago, if ateen-aged
checker asked meif | qualified for
the senior discount, | would get in-
dignant, puff up and reply, “I'd
rather pay thefull pricethanadmit |
wasthat old.”

Now, | scantheadvertisementsto
seeif | qualify for the discounts or
if | havetosendJimin, sincehejust
crossed the bar to the higher age
range some storesrequire. I’ ve no-
ticed, too, that storeclerksdon’t of -
ten ask anymoreif | qualify. They
just assume.

If they were smart, though, they
would ask everyone if they quali-
fied. Think of the goodwill they
would create for their store. Every
little 90-year-old lady for miles
around would shop therejust to be
flattered.

—ob—

How many car accidents are
caused at thistime of year, do you
think, when a passenger yells,
“L ook at those naked ladies!”

Naked ladies are, of course, a
long-stemmed, pale-pink flower
that blooms around the first of Au-
gust every year. | apologizefor not
knowingthebotanical nameof these
unusual flowers, whichderivetheir
namefromthefact that thereareno
leaves on the long slender stalk. |

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
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probably couldn’t pronounceit any-
way.

We have several clusters of the
beauties, and | cut alarge bouquet
for my desk at work. | wouldn’t be
home enough to enjoy them there,
andthey arevery short-lived, soev-
eryone at the office got to enjoy
them with me. At least | think they
enjoyed them. No one complained
of allergies.

—ob—

A phone call last Wednesday af-
ternoonmademy day. A littlevoice
ontheother endsaid, “Hi Grandma.
| knew youwouldwant to know ev-
erything about my first day at
school.”

ItwasTaylor,andshehadjustfin-
ished her first day of kindergarten.

| asked the usual questions: Did
she have fun? What did she wear?
Did she make any new friends? Is
her teacher nice?Did shelearnany-

thing?

When Taylor talks, you need to
“listen fast” because sherun at a
rapid-fire rate punctuated with
“Guess what?’ That is actually a
rhetorical question, becausesheof-
tendoesnot wait for youto answer,
“What?’

Without hesitation, sheinformed
me that she did have fun, that she
woreapink dresswithflowersonit,
that she made two new friends but
shecouldn’tremember their names,
and that her teacher was nice. But
therewasahesitation when | asked
if she had learned anything, fol-
lowed by along, drawn-out, “We-
[-I-1-1."

That’ swhat | thought. Just forget
about school. She aready knowsit
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Dad gladtodrlvethh daughter

Notes from across-country road
trip:

Childrenreally shouldstay closer
to home. It'saLOT more conve-
nient.

Butwho couldresistthechanceto
spend three days with a 20-some-
thing daughter who' smovingtothe
East Coast?

So last Tuesday, | saddle up and
start driving. In a 1,370-mile jour-
ney, | figurethat by thetimel getto
Lawrence, I'll havefinished nearly
aquarter of my trip. And still bein
Kansas.

Thenext day, weleave my truck
at Kansas City International Air-
port, wherethenew parkinglotsare
arranged by terminal and | park in
thewrong one.

Crossing Missouri shouldbeeasy
— it'sonly 246 miles— but Mis-
souri istheworst statetodrivein. I-
70istheonly freeway from Kansas
City to St. Louis, akey link in the
transcontinental lane, andway over-
crowded.

Addto that thefact that Missouri
isabout 10 years, maybe more, be-
hind in major maintenance. It’s
rough, crowded andtrafficisfierce.
Andthat’ sthequiet rural stretches.

Missouri is green, rolling, with
roadsidesdominated by billboards,
fireworks stands, porn shops and
peep shows. Truckers must get re-
ally bored.

We lunch at the G&D Steak
House, acool placewherethe meat
israreandfine, andtheserviceis..
.well, thereisn’t any. Y ou order at
the counter.

Why do they sell fireworks year
around?Who usestheminthewin-
ter?

Then thereis St. Louis. It's my
turntodrive. WebypassSt. Charles
on anew freeway, but we have to
rejoin themain routeon 1-270. It's
rushhour. It' sraining. It saparking
lot, with random vehiclestrying to
crush, smashor mergeintoyou. We

AIongtheSappa
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By SteveHaynes

losean hour.

| think sheplannedthissol’ dhave
todrive.

Once over the Chain of Rocks
Bridge and across the barge canal,
though, we' re footloose and fancy
freeongoodroadsinlllinois. Wefly
through field and pasture around
East St. Louis and find 1-64 east.
Thisistraveling.

I1linoi sroadsappear tobeasgood
as Missouri’s are bad. 1-64 is not
crowded, and we make good time.
Theweather remainsgray, andI1li-
noisis pretty — if you like corn-
fields, flat and green. It' seasy driv-
ing, but we missthe hillsalong the
OhioRiverthat may bethemost sce-
nic part of amost unscenic state.

Andthey say Kansasif flat.

AcrosstheWabashRiverandinto
Indiana, there’ smoreflatland, more
cornfields. Lightisfadingasweap-
proachtheHoosier National Forest
and the freeway beginsto climb,
twist and turn. It’s like that all the
way acrosstheeast half of thestate.
Firstthehillsof theforest, thendeep
valleyscut downto the Ohio.

And then like magic, we pop out
into New Albany and shoot across
theriver.

We're stunned by the beauty.
Louisville swaterfrontisall lights
andactionaswecruiseby thebarge
terminals, bridges and buildings. |
know, by day, it'sjust acity, but at
night,it’ sspectacular. It’snearly 11
p.m. Eastern Time, andthefreeway
isnearly empty.

Weneedgasandfood. Weuseour
Dillons card at a suburban Kroger

and buy lunchmeat. Wefindaroom.
Wecrash.

Next day, we turn southeast anc
head for home. Theday, still rainy,
isbrighter and the horse country of
Kentucky isbeautiful. Theroadsare
not asgood aslndianaor Illinois, but
gtill OK. I-75 isabusy north-south
route. We stop in Corbin, home of
Col. Harlan Sanders’ first restau-
rant, which still serves KFC. We
don'tgoin.

From here on, the mountains are
prettier and prettier until we get to
North Carolinaand the Great Smo-
kies. Thehighway goesthroughthe
gorge of the French Broad River,
and| havetocall Cynthiatotell her
it must be part of her heritage.

Thenitisup and over, just north
of the national park. Thecountry i<
rugged and beautiful, but quite dif-
ferent from western mountains.
Alsoalot more humid.

ThenitisdownontothePiedmont
as we race for Columbia, where
daughter’ s apartment keys await.
We aretwo hours off schedule and
pressing the 7 p.m. deadline, but
we'll makeit.

We' vetalked for two days, and
haven't had a single argument —
that will comelater —andit’ sbeen
agreat trip. We're tired, we still
havetounload andthewomanat the
apartment office insists on reading
not only the rental contract but the
rules and regulations, word for
word.

Three days, 1,370 miles, and for
my daughter, I’d doit again.

Not soon, though, | hope.

Housewaslondywithouthim

Well, it happened again. Steve
wasgoneall week and | didn'tgeta
thing done.

Steve spent last week helping
youngest daughter drive to South
Carolina, whereshewill beingradu-
ate school for the next couple of
years.

He flew back to Kansas City on
Saturday anddrovehome, gettingin
about midnight.

| had awholelist of thingsto do
while he was on his cross-country
road trip. Since | wouldn't haveto
worry about taking care of a hus-
band, | should have more time,
right?

Thetroubleis Steve pretty much
takescareof himself. Hehelpswith
the laundry, waters the lawn and
generally helpsaround the house.

While he almost never empties
the dishwasher, he does help with
thecookingand hel psput food away
and scrapetheplates.

Whenhe' sgone, heexpectsmeto
do thelaundry, water the lawn and
take care of thedog.

| took careof thedog and ate out.

| didn’t runout of clothesand had
changed the towels and sheets be-
foreheleft, so | didn’t bother with
washingorfolding. Therewerestill
acouple of basketswith clothesin
themand | just grabbed underwear
and socksout of them.

(FromtheBibI@
\_ Y,

TheL ORDisexalted; for he
dwelleth on high: he hath
filled Zionwithjudgment and
righteousness. And wisdom
and knowledge shall be the
stability of thy times, and
strength of salvation: thefear
of the LORD is his treasure.
Isaiah 33:5,6

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes
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The weather acted as if it were
goingtorain,sol didn’t getthewa
teringdone, either. Then, of course,
itdidn’train.

| did get a couple of two-hour
naps, mostly because | turned the
police scanner off.

It seems that every time | lay
downtotakeanap, thescanner goes
off. It’ s seldom anything of impor-
tance.

While we call the squawk box a
police scanner, we al so pick up the
county road crew, train crews, the
ambulance and passing truckers.

Steve doesn’'t believe in turning
off thescanner. Every six monthsor
soitwill giveusinformationthat we
need—asemitrailer of beer turning
over near townor thepolicepicking
up our dog, which thinks getting
looseisasport.

But, thisweek, | turnedit off.(The
only problemwas| forgot toturn it
back on beforehe got homeand got

ahusbandly frown.)

The quiet was wonderful, how-
ever.

It's funny how when aperson is
gone, you really notice.

Most of thetimel gotobed at 11
p.m. and Steve comes dragging in
about 1a.m., long after I'm asleep.

When he's gone, | feel lonely
when | go to bed. The houseistoo
quiet. Eventhecatsseemtofee that
there’ s something missing.

Andinthemorning ,what doyou
dowiththeother half pot of coffee”

| usually make afour-cup pot. |
drink one cup and Steve drinksthe
rest.

Thefirstday hewasgone, | drank
it all. The second day | drank my
single cup and threw the rest out.
The third day, | didn’t bother tc
make coffee.

Thank goodness he wasn’t gone
very long. I’ m not ready to give up
caffeineyet.

Traer Road getsbladed

TotheEditor:

Often we are quick to criticize
“the county” when our roads are
bad.

On Saturday, July 3, the Traer
Roadwasmaintained. Thisroad had
become very rough after the won-
derful rain on Thursday. | appreci-
atetheholiday weekendwork. Asa
rule, Road Supervisor Tim Stallman

L etter tothe
Editor

and the crew do agood job.
Thanks.

Rich Grafel
Traer



