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Jennings Schools expect a low count

District hires
teacher back
for first grade

School
starts soon

School taxes
will go up a little

Council may change zoning
to allow for new vehicle park

Water use
up and down

The Jennings Schools expect to open
Monday with just 25 to 30 students, but the
board plans to get school open and classes
started before it looks at the future.

The drop in the number of kids has af-
fected everything from teacher assignments
to where students will play sports to the
superintendent’s office.

Superintendent Dave DuBois said Mon-
day that the board hasn’t discussed whether
this could be the last year for the district.
School needs to start and  get through the
official count day on Sept. 20, he said, and
then the board will need to revisit the future.

He said he sees some major changes need-
ing to take place for the district to stay open,
but there hasn’t been any formal discussion
about closing.

He said the district has reduced the staff
by two, one before he was hired and then
there was an opening this summer that was
never filled.

“We are forming new partnerships to do
sports,” said Superintendent DuBois.
“Class sizes are much smaller, but we will
be offering the same courses.”

The district has tightened its belts with
jobs, he said, and most of the impact will be

(See SCHOOL on Page 10A)

(See STAFF on Page 10A)

By CYNTHIA HAYNES
With the resignation of a veteran

first-grade teacher, the Oberlin
School District, which let several
staff members go last spring, found
itself a teacher short.

First-grade teacher Audrey
Pavlicek submitted her resignation
at the July meeting. She has been ill
and told the board that she would
need surgery.

Diana Steinmetz was rehired to
replace Mrs. Pavlicek. Mrs.
Steinmetz had been a special educa-
tion teacher, including an early
childhood development class, with
the district. After being let go in the
staff cutbacks this spring, she was
going to continue in special educa-
tion but work for the Northwest
Kansas Educational Service Center.

The district will be dropping the
early childhood class and its devel-
opmental kindergarten and replace
it with an integrated preschool run
by the service center, Elementary
Principal Duane Dorshorst said at a
school board meeting last  Monday.

“It’ll be good for our first graders
to have Diana as a teacher but it’s a
bad thing for our early childhood
(class),” said Superintendent Kelly
Glodt.

The school can offer the inte-
grated preschool to both special
education and regular students, Mr.

Glodt said. However, to get state aid
for the program, there has to be at
least a 1:1 ratio of special education
to regular students.

He said he thought that there
might be five to seven youngsters
eligible for special education. The
classes will be in the afternoons
Tuesday through Friday, he said,

By CYNTHIA HAYNES
The Oberlin School District will

see a small increase in its property
tax levy next year due to a 1.44-mill
increase in the local option budget,
about 3 1/2 percent.

The district’s overall levy will go
from 40.328 to 41.774, including
both the general fund, where the in-
crease is, and capital expenditures,
which can only be used for building
and equipment repair and improve-
ment.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
the increase was necessary mostly
because the state had changed the
tax payment date last year, not be-
cause the schools are spending
more. He told the board the state had
made a real mess of the tax situation.

Some other districts are looking
at raising their tax rate by up to 10
percent. However, since the Ober-
lin district cut more than $558,500
in spending last year and spent $101
less per student than the state aver-
age, the state is picking up part of the
bill.

This is the first year in a long time
that Oberlin has been below the state
average in spending per pupil, Mr.
Glodt said.  Most small schools
spend more per pupil than the aver-
age, which was $8,628 last year.

Because Oberlin did spend less,
he said, the state is giving the district
an extra $35,000 this year.

“When you spend under the aver-
age, you get more state aid,” Mr.
Glodt said. “That’s their way of
keeping things equal.”

In the general fund, which is what
the district uses for salaries, text-
books, utilities and most everything
but equipment and major building
maintenance, the district has bud-
geted $3,070,699, about $120,000
less than last year because there will
be fewer students. The local option
budget, which comes from the prop-
erty tax levied by the board, is bud-
geted for $599,093, with $491,679
to come from the tax levy next year.

The rate will be 17.774 mills, up
from 16.334 this year and 15.590 in
2002, when voters authorized an
increase in the budget. A second in-
crease was turned down last year,
and the board cut staff and expenses
to match shrinking enrollment.

After doing all the figures and
working to keep the tax levy down,
Mr. Glodt said, he was thankful that
the district should have plenty in the
general fund to get it through the
next school year. Last year, he said,
he wasn’t too sure there would be

School Roundup
At its regular meeting last

Monday night, the Oberlin
School Board:

• Set goals for the year, in-
cluding addressing the finan-
cial situation, reorganizing to
meet enrollment needs, main-
taining staff morale and keep-
ing the philosophy of “Success
for All.” Story on Page 3A.

• Agreed to help students

from Jennings and St.
Francis who want to play and
practice with Oberlin sports
teams. Story on Page 3A.

• Hired the developmental
kindergarten teacher to teach
first grade next year. Story
above.

• Set the 2004  budget with
a small tax increase. Story
above.

OUR POLISH FRIENDS sent us this picture by e-mail and
a short description of their start into Kansas. If anyone can
read it, let us know: “Po jednodniowym wypoczynku u
panstwa Agaty i Ryszarda Kozlowski, pelni nowych sil
ruszylismy w dalsza droge. Wyruszylismy z Watkins droga
nr 36 w kierunku Saint Francis. Etap 182 mil zakonczylismy

juz o godzinie 15:00 mimo zmiany czasu. Na nocleg
wrocilismy do Saint Francis (tego dnia dotarlismy do Bird
City) gdzie jeden z naszych samochodow odmowil
posluszenstwa.Okazalo sie ze mamy do wymiany
rozrusznik i musimy czekac na jego naprawe do ranka dnia
nastepnego.”

(See PAST on Page 10A)

(See RUNNERS on Page 10A)

Polish runners
travel across plains
in remembrance

Runners
look back

They were strung out along the
highway, each running a stretch by
themselves.

Nine Polish runners came
through Oberlin on U.S. 36 last
Tuesday, headed from Los Angeles
to New York.

Their spokesman, Jacek
Domanski, said that the group was
not trying to raise money for any-
thing. They were running to com-
memorate the Polish uprising of 60
years ago and the Sept. 11 attacks on
the United States.

Many of the runners do not speak
English, including Ted Domanski,
who had stopped between Oberlin
and Norcatur to adjust his gear and
wait for the van carrying equipment
and supplies.

He wanted to explain what he and
his friends were doing, but his En-
glish was limited, and “car”, “five”
“English,” with gestures toward the
west were the best he could do.

Within a few minutes, the van ar-
rived carrying equipment and his
son, Jacek, who spoke English.

He said the runners left Los An-
geles on Aug. 1, and plan to arrive

By late summer 1944, the
Germans had occupied Po-
land for five years. The Pol-
ish Home Army, loyal to an
exile government in Lon-
don, started an offensive on
Aug. 1, 1944. The soldiers
attacked the German garri-
son at Warsaw with Molotov
cocktails, outdated rifles,
captured German guns and a
few Allied weapons which
had been smuggled into the
country.

The Russian army was
advancing, but stopped on
the outskirts of Warsaw and
stayed there without going

Water use in Oberlin was all
over the map last week, from
low to almost the trigger for a
“water warning.”

With a little summer left,
though, the city is still on water
restrictions.

The city pumped:
• 552,000 gallons on Mon-

day, Aug. 9.
• 379,000 gallons on Tues-

day, Aug. 10.
• 530,000 gallons last

Wednesday.
• 497,000 gallons on Thurs-

day.
• 783,000 gallons on Friday.
• 639,000 gallons  Saturday.
• 357,000 gallons on Sunday.

The Oberlin City Council may get to decide if zon-
ing can be changed to allow owners to develop a recre-
ational vehicle park north and west of the hospital when
it meets at 6:30 p.m. Thursday.

Phyllis Godwin said Monday that she and her hus-
band Charles have owned the mobile home park near
the hospital for a little over a year.

They hope to add a recreational vehicle park with 14
sites to the west of the mobile home park for people
driving through town. It will be a way to bring in out-
side money, she said.

There are no recreational vehicle hookups there now,
she said, but there is a dump site for people coming
through.

She said they have done a lot of improvements to the
area and would like to keep it up.

They have good renters in the mobile home park and
it is a family place.

Mrs. Godwin said the park will bring in outside
money and be good for tourism.

City Administrator Gary Shike said the city’s plan-
ning commission will meet Tuesday, and depending on
what they do, the council may have to take action on
the zoning issue. The commission is looking at whether
to add a recreational vehicle park as an additional spe-
cial use in the MHS zone, which is for mobile home
parks.

Mr. Shike said there will also be a report from the
swimming pool commission, a presentation from
Mapes and Miller on the 2003 audit and a hearing to
vacate the plat for land in the field south of Wheat Ridge
Terrace apartments.

Mr. Shike said the request is from the owner, Ernie
Fowler.

The meeting, upstairs at The Gateway, will be open
to the public.

Alarms will ring bright and
early Thursday morning, her-
alding the first day of school for
kids in the Oberlin district.

That’s right; it’s time to start
another year of school. Supply
lists have been posted at the gro-
cery store and Dollar General
for a few weeks now.

Kids need to be at school by
7:20 a.m. because classes will be
on the heat schedule. They will
be released by 1:30 p.m. The
heat schedule will last all of
August and then may go into
September, but that decision
will be made later.

at the elementary level.
Mr. DuBois was hired back as a part-time

superintendent and principal with a one-
year contract. He worked in Jennings until
two years ago, finishing a two-year contract.

He went to the Weskan district, but had
left the superintendent’s job there and was
working in the area. He said some board
members talked to him about working part-
time to replace Lee Stieben, the superinten-
dent the last two years. He has moved back
to Jennings.

Superintendent DuBois said he won’t be
sure what the count will be until the kids

come back on Monday.
The estimates show anywhere from 25 to

30 students, he said. That is a drop of 44 to
50 from the 74 who enrolled at the start of
school last year. The school graduated 12
seniors this spring, with only two eighth
graders coming up to high school.

 So far, Mr. DuBois said, the school
doesn’t have any fifth or sixth graders at all.

The drop in numbers has forced the dis-
trict to look at some new ways of doing
things. Superintendent DuBois said they
have entered into a cooperative agreement
with Hoxie for high school football. An ac-

tivity van will take players to practice and
bring them home.

They have applied for a cooperative
agreement for junior high football and vol-
leyball with Oberlin. The district is optimis-
tic that they will have enough high school
girls to play volleyball, he said.

The district originally talked with Golden
Plains and Oberlin about high school foot-
ball, he said, but it would have bumped both
districts up a class, and the state High School
Activities Association discouraged that.

Hoxie was enough below the top of Class
2A that it could take a few more boys.

TED DOMANSKI was one of nine Polish runners headed
from Los Angeles to New York.

— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes
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WITH A BELT AROUND HIS WAIST and his feet placed firmly on a ladder, Mike
Kolar, with Cebridge Connections, fixed a break in the cable 12 to 15 feet above Dave
Nichols’ house on U.S. 36 last Wednesday. — Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

Working up high

Other dealers sell these fine units at retail

Howard Kool Honda
★  We sell Below retail!! ★

  210 West 3rd     McCook     308-345-3600

Toll Free 877-584-6632

Weekly Special
1991 CADILLAC ELDORADO
Fully equipped the way Cadillac does it!

Very clean, local car with only 71,000 actual miles.

ONLY
 $2,495

2001 Pontiac Grand Prix GT

V6, auto, CD, power sunroof, power seat, chrome
wheels. Beautiful car from top to bottom! 39,000 Miles

Sale Price

$12,900

Hurry!!

2001 Chevy Ex Cab 4x4

Z71 Off Road package plus luxury LT package  to boot!
Leather heated seats, Onstar, this truck’s got too much to list!

Blowout Sale Price
$16,900 WOW!

Retail
Value

$20,450

Check it out

$350
Below Trade In

 value!

4 Cyl., auto, AC, cruise, tilt, power windows & locks!
Great car, great gas mileage

Up to 37 mpg

$9,900

2000 Honda Accord LX

4 Cyl., automatic, 6 disc CD changer & cass,
power sunroof - this baby’s loaded!

2001 Honda Accord EX

Blowout

$13,900

2002 Honda Accord EX

Sale

$15,900
4 Cyl., auto., 6 disc CD changer & cass. Completely loaded

Only 19,000 miles - Still has Warranty!

2003 H2 Hummer 4x4
N.A.D.A.

Retail
$49,125

Buy this
one below

trade-in
value

Luxury package includes, heated leather seats in the front
and back, 6 disc CD changer, huge power moonroof,

3rd seat, full chrome package, only 11,000 miles!
$43,900

We’re Crazy!

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

* School taxes will rise

(Continued from Page 1A)
because the service center teachers
have meetings on Mondays.

Other changes in the grade
school, Mr. Dorshorst said, will be
in the fourth grade and computer lab.

Sherri Ruf will teach math to all
fourth graders while Steve Cullen,
the other fourth-grade teacher, will
do all the health and science.

In the computer lab, Cynthia
Matson will be a Title 1 teacher and
teach some sixth-grade classes.

Mr. Dorshorst said he has talked
to his teachers about the changes and
everyone thinks the new schedule is
OK.

“We hope it works as good as it
sounds,” he said.

The high school is moving teach-
ers around so that, even with the loss
of several teachers, students will

have lots of opportunities, said Prin-
cipal Charles Haag.

The only classes that will be lost
this year are psychology, sociology
and one section of family and con-
sumer science.

Counselor Nita Lavielle, who was
reduced to half time status, will
teach in the afternoon and several
teachers will have two classes dur-
ing the same period.

“We’re combining PEs (physical
education) and offering two classes
together,” Mr. Haag said, adding
that girls and boys will be together
in physical education and health
classes most of the time.

Terri Woolsey will take anyone
during any of her art classes, so she
will have students at several levels
during each period.

Since the schedule often is dis-

rupted in the afternoon, Mr. Haag
said, he has tried to schedule the
higher mathematics classes in the
morning.

“But of course these teachers have
to teach freshmen, too, and every-
thing can’t be taught in the morn-
ing,” he said.

Tutoring is becoming more im-
portant, he said.

“I looked at the kids that did
poorly in state assessment tests and
are not in special ed and tried to work
them in for tutoring,” he said, add-
ing that the students get credit for the
time.

Tutoring also will be offered dur-
ing home room periods, with
Brenda Breth for English and Pat
Dorshorst for math.

Tina Williams is moving to the
Sappa Valley Youth Ranch, Mr.
Haag said. School there runs from
8-11 a.m. with three subjects and
noon to 3 p.m. with three more.

Most teachers work only part-
time at Sappa Valley, and many
have classes in town as well.

Teachers work from 7:50 to noon
or from 11 a.m.-3:10 p.m. From 11
a.m.-noon, all ranch teachers have
a common planning period.

Keith Grafel will be teaching at
both the ranch and the grade school.

(Continued from Page 1A)
enough.

The district has budgeted
$585,000 for capital outlay but, the
superintendent said, it won’t all be
spent. The levy for that fund is 4
mills, which should bring in
$110,654 this year. The rest comes
from carryover, essentially the
district’s savings account.

At the monthly school board
meeting last Monday night and
again at a public hearing on the bud-
get on Friday morning, Mr. Glodt
said that the district will not spend
everything it has budgeted for in
capital outlay unless there is a ma-
jor emergency.

“I doubt we’re going to spend
$585,000,” he said, “but we have to
have the authority in case all the
boilers go out or something.”

Actually, Mr. Glodt said, he is
thinking of spending more than the
$161,000 the district spent last year.

Since there aren’t going to be any
building projects in the district’s
near future, he said, it is important
keep fixing up the ones we have.

Mr. Glodt said he expects the dis-
trict to continue to have to cut staff

if enrollment keeps going down, but
hopes that it can be done by attrition
as people retire rather than having to
let people go, like the board had to
do last year.

“Our expenditures are going to go
down again next year,” he said, add-
ing that the district can’t spend a cent
it hasn’t budgeted, so it has to be
prepared for emergencies.

Rally set on Sunday
for Democrat candidates

The Kansas secretary of agricul-
ture will be in Oberlin on Sunday at
a rally for Democrat Tim Peterson’s
campaign for the state Senate and
Bob Strevey who is running for rep-
resentative.

The rally is being hosted by the
Decatur County Democrats. There
will be refreshments served and can-
didates will answer questions.

Adrian Polansky will attend
events as part of the “Rally for the
Kansas Family, “sponsored by the
Peterson for State Senate campaign.

He will be in Oberlin at 1 p.m.
Sunday at the City Park, next to the
swimming pool. Oberlin will be the
last stop in a four-city tour for the
secretary.

On Saturday, he will appear at 9
a.m. in Scott City at the city park, at
noon in Leoti at the senior center and
at 7 p.m. in Colby at the veteran’s
club.

Secretary Polansky will speak
about current issues facing family
farms and will be available for com-
ments and discussion.

The secretary owns a 1,900-acre
farming operation near Belleville as
well as a grain and certified seed
production and sales operation.
Prior to becoming secretary of ag-
riculture, he was executive director
for Kansas of the U.S. Farm Service
Agency. He received a bachelor’s
degree in agronomy from Kansas
State University in 1972.

STANDING NEXT TO THEIR VAN, Jacek and Ted
Domanski showed off their running T-shirts.

    — Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

Runners pass through
Oberlin on way to city
in New York on Sept. 11. Each of the
nine runners is expected to do 25
miles a day.

There had been a few problems,
however. A second equipment ve-
hicle had broken down and was still

(Continued from Page 1A) in St. Francis while repairs were
being made.

Still, there were a lot of miles to
be made, so after a quick picture, a
handshake and a wave, the van was
off to find the rest of the runners.
Someone might need an interpreter.

Past remembered on run
(Continued from Page 1A)

further for most of two months while
the fighting continued between the
Germans and Poles.

By October, according to “The
Second World War” by John Ke-
egan, the Germans had pretty much
destroyed not only the Polish Home
Army, but also much of Warsaw.

Scholars believe that Soviet Pre-
mier Joseph Stalin wanted the Pol-
ish army out of the way and let the
Germans take care of the problem
for him.

This is believed to have caused
one of the first breaks in the Soviet-
American-English alliance, which
eventually led to the Cold War.

Nominations for
Soil Conservation
and Windbreak Awards

are now being accepted at
K-State Research & Extension Service (785) 475-8121
Decatur County Conservation District (785) 475-3131

To nominate a Decatur area producer,
contact either office by August 20th.

Awards sponsored by the Kansas Bankers Association

Drivers and Crew
Cummins Tools a growing retail tool company has

immediate openings for energetic people to work on our
traveling sales crew. Positions include crew members and
crew driver positions. Duties include set up and tear down
of the sale and customer service. Driver positions require a
Class A license. Excellent benefits and pay - work 18 days
- home 18 days. No relocation necessary.

Please call 1-800-445-0089 for an application.

Disaster draws area people
By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Red Cross
Chapter’s emergency response ve-
hicle is on its way to Florida to help
with relief efforts in the aftermath of
Hurricane Charley that struck over
the weekend.

This time, though, Molly and Jim
Oliver of Colby aren’t the drivers.

Mrs. Oliver, a Colby real estate
agent, said two new drivers trained
earlier this year — Frank Powers of
Gove and Amanda Schmidt of
Colby — are on their way to Talla-
hassee for three weeks of volunteer
efforts.

 They will help feed relief work-
ers and people affected by the storm.
The two were part of a group that
trained to help with disaster relief
around the country.

She said the truck left early Sat-
urday morning for Montgomery,
Ala., but they were told to go on to
Florida because the new relief head-
quarters are now in Tallahassee to be
closer to the coast. Once there, Ms.
Schmidt and Mr. Powers will be as-

signed an area to work.
“They could go anywhere, and

they’ll work out of that disaster
site,” she said.

This is the first disaster in quite
some time the Olivers haven’t had
to respond, but Mrs. Oliver said
they’re glad the area has more vol-
unteers qualified to drive the emer-
gency response vehicle.

“We have mixed emotions,” she
said. “We are elated and excited for
them and grateful more people in the
community came forward.”

She said Ms. Schmidt called Sun-
day night and asked her if it would
be possible to stay longer than three
weeks to help.

Se said their supervisor might let
them because the hurricane is one of
the biggest disasters since the call up
for the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tack.

Because of the scope of the disas-
ter, she said more volunteers from
the area might be called on to drive
emergency response vehicles al-
ready in Florida. If they are needed,
she said, they’ll have to fly.

Foster care agency expands
Cindy Kinyon, a native of

Phillipsburg, has been hired as fos-
ter care worker for The Farm, a be-
havioral health and child welfare
agency with 23 offices in Kansas.

Her hiring will expand the
agency’s foster care, behavioral
health and child welfare services to
include Phillipsburg and the sur-
rounding area. She will be respon-
sible for recruiting foster families
and supervising foster-care youth in

the region.
She received a bachelors  degree

in social work from Fort Hays State
University. She previously had been
a foster care worker with United
Methodist Youthville and an adop-
tion social worker with the Kansas
Children’s Service League. She and
her husband are licensed foster and
adoptive parents.

The Farm, Inc. has more than 500
licensed foster families.


