
Voters in no mood to elect
anyone raising their taxes

Kansas Livestock Association.
This year, the conservatives seem to be win-

ning. They made gains in the Legislature and
the state Board of Education, ousting a few
liberals who had whipped conservatives two
years ago. In the Legislature, on the state board
and at party headquarters, this could portend
changes.

When the liberals win, the conservatives
have no place to go. They vote Republican.
But when the conservatives win, the liberals
will cry foul. They might well vote Democrat
in the general election.

That’s how Kathleen Sebelius became gov-
ernor. It wasn’t the Democratic vote that
elected her; it was liberal Republicans who
couldn’t stomach the conservative Tim
Shallenburger as governor.

It’s more complicated than that, of course.
Ms. Sebelius is a rare, gifted candidate and
Shallenburger was not. But that’s the gist of
it. Republican votes elected her; there are not
enough Democrats in Kansas to do it.

That’s why only liberal Republicans can
become governor, at least until the conserva-
tives produce a more charismatic candidate.

You can expect more of the same if the lib-
erals lose their grip on the party or the Senate
next year — much whining and massive de-
fections.

But the primary indicates that voters, by and
large, are not buying the liberal line that we
must increase taxes.

Outside a few diehard members of the “mod-
erate” wing of the party, and the Democrats,
of course, I have yet to meet a Kansan who
wants the state to raise taxes. The exceptions,
of course, are mostly tax-paid employees,
school officials and the like.

People think times are tough and the state
ought to suck it in. They voted that way, and
they mean it.                                 — Steve Haynes

The supposed gains made by the Kansas
Republican party’s conservative faction might
not mean much until the Senate caucus votes
on a president next year, but they may be a
measure the voters’ mood.

That the Republicans are split so deeply is
nothing new. The party is so dominant, it has
to fight itself. There is nothing approaching a
viable two-party system in most of Kansas, so
we have two Republican parties and a Demo-
cratic faction that, most days, counts for little.

It’s hard to define exactly who is a conser-
vative and who is a liberal in the Republican
ranks, so you watch to see how they vote for
leadership posts — and on tax increases.

The conservatives include those who vote
“no” on tax increases. The liberals — they
prefer to call themselves moderates — often
vote yes when it comes to spending.

There are other issues. Most conservatives
are against abortion, but so are many of the
moderates. Conservatives may worry about
issues such as “concealed carry” and the Sec-
ond Amendment. Guns give lefties the creeps.

The liberal wing controls the state party of-
fice and the Senate, at least for now. The con-
servatives have the House. The conservatives
have something called the Kansas Republican
Assembly, which functions as sort of a shadow
party leadership and helps conservative can-
didates.

The division is so deep that leaders on both
sides endorsed candidates in the Republican
primary, something that’s just not done in
many states. They lined up to back those who
would vote for them come caucus time.

The moderates/liberals complain that con-
servative groups from out of state have poured
hundreds of thousands of dollars into Kansas
campaigns, but liberal candidates see no
shame in taking their own thousands from
statewide groups such as the teachers and the

It’s time to get out canning jars
Summer might be winding down,

but canning season is just getting
started.

We didn’t put in a garden except
for nine tomato plants, and are they
ever loaded. We must have been late
getting them in, though, because
nothing is ripe yet. I know lots of
neighbors who are eating slicers and
canning the rest.

There is nothing better than a
vine-ripened tomato, fresh from the
garden. I have been known to take a
salt shaker to the tomato patch and
eat one right on the spot.

The only thing that might be bet-
ter is a juicy, home-grown peach,
something I won’t get to enjoy this
year.

 We lost all three of our peach
trees and our plum tree. I blame it on
the spray used on bindweed in our
town, but I can’t prove it.

—ob—
The rain this summer was won-

derful. It hasn’t been quite enough,
but with the technology of sprin-
klers we can make our own rain.
That has been my lot this weekend,
moving the sprinkler all over the
yard, allowing that much-needed
moisture to saturate grass, trees and
flowers. Thank goodness our town
has never had a water shortage.
Even though it might be a little
pricey when it comes time to pay the

water bill, at least we can save our
lawns and gardens.

I still think there should be some
way we could irrigate with the
“gray” water from our homes. How
many gallons of water from each
load of clothes go down the drain
every day? There’s nothing wrong
with that water. Detergents are bio-
degradable now and wouldn’t harm
plants. There’s probably some En-
vironmental Protection Agency rule
against it, but it seems like a simple
solution.

—ob—
My sister Kathryn’s oldest son

Claude and his wife Sandy live in
Florida,  in the northern part of the
state, and were not evacuated. They
did lose electricity and a large tree
in their back yard was uprooted, but
they were fine. Sandy’s brother,
who lives in Tampa, came to their
house to weather the storm. Haven’t
heard what he found upon returning

home.
Hurricane Charley makes our

little Kansas tornadoes seem kinda
puny.

—ob—
Ask me if I’m excited. Go ahead.

Ask me.
Jim is starting work on the kitchen

cabinets for our house while he
builds some for another family. I
have such a hard time envisioning
the finished project, he has promised
me a set of “mock” cabinets out of
cardboard boxes. Jim’s mind thinks
in three dimensions, but as for me,
it’s just flat.

—ob—
My daughter Kara picked up little

Taylor after one of her first days of
school. Kara asked, “How was
school today?”

In her most solemn voice, Taylor
replied, “Mom. There are a lot of
rules in kindergarten.”

Welcome to the world, Taylor.

Mom’s doing well.  Thank you to
all who asked about her.

For those, who don’t know, my
79-year-old mother broke her hip a
couple of weeks ago.

On  Friday, I headed for Concor-
dia to see her. This was my third visit
since she fell. The first was the day
after and the second was the day she
got home from the hospital. The first
trip turned into an all-night vigil to
see that she tolerated her surgery and
the second was mostly a one-way
conversation.

When I arrived on Friday, how-
ever, she was in bed reading. Mom
loves to read, and my sister and I
spend a lot of time scouring book-
stores for her favorites — historical
romances with no sex.

These books have names like
“Miss Merrywether’s Secret” and
“The Dangerous Duke”. The covers
always show a man and a woman in
period dress gazing wistfully at each
other.

You know one the minute you see
it, but they’re not as popular as they
once were, and we have to look
mostly in used bookstores.

When I walked into Mom’s room,
however, she was happy to put her
book aside and spend some time
with me.

We gossiped about my nephew’s
new job and my youngest daught-
er’s move to Columbia, S.C.
Youngest daughter’s furniture was

picked up by the moving company
the end of July. It still hasn’t been
delivered and she’s getting a little
ticked.

Then Mom suggested we go out-
side. I was surprised, but said it was
a great idea. Then I was really sur-
prised as she told me to position her
wheelchair next to the bed.

She levered herself out of bed,
took two steps, sat down in the chair,
looked up at me and smiled and said,
“Let’s go.”

We went outside, where a couple
of her cronies were enjoying the
flowers and cool breezes. It was time
for more gossip and a dissection of
the supper menu.

After the other women left, we
stayed on the porch watching a
couple of tiny lizards run in and out
of their holes. I love little animals
and Mom was having fun, too.

We would have stayed longer, but
her physical therapist came to find
us. It was time for her arm-strength-
ening exercises. If your legs don’t

work so well, it’s good to have
strong arms.

While Mom pulled on giant rub-
ber bands, I went to see what the
nursing home cat was looking at out
a window. It was a dinner-plate-size
turtle, headed straight for the win-
dow.

The cat didn’t seem to know
whether it wanted to attack or re-
treat. Since the animals were on op-
posite sides of the glass, neither
would have been very effective, but
sometimes it’s just fun to watch a
nervous cat.

After Mom’s physical therapy,
we petted the cat for awhile and got
her ready for supper.

When I left, she was looking at the
menu with a jaundiced eye. But, that
was OK, since I had bootlegged a
malt in to her when I came. I just
wanted to get out and on the road
before the nurses found out and
came after me.

Like the cat, I like to keep some-
thing between me and them.

Mom’s on the mend, doing well
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Out Back
By  Carolyn Sue Kelley-Plotts

cplotts@nwkansas.com

Honor Roll

With all the talk about the split in
the Kansas Republican party, I can’t
figure out where I belong.

Maybe that’s a good thing. Maybe
neither side would want me.

When I look through the readers’
comments for the year, I usually find
a couple that can’t stand “those
lousy, liberal editorials,” and some
who think the worst thing about the
paper is the “liberal editor.”

I’m against high taxes and big
government, so maybe that makes
me a conservative.

But I believe the state should pro-
vide good schools and good roads
and great universities. Maybe that
makes me a liberal. I might even
tumble to a tax increase or two, but
not often. Not often.

I’m all for order and tradition in
society, and that’s conservative. But
I see no reason for a concealed carry
bill. I don’t think we need to carry
heat in Kansas, not the Kansas I
know and live in. It scares me.

I get kind of hinky when someone
wants to push his idea of religion and
morals off on me. “God said so,” is
not necessarily good government.

And because we can’t all agree on
what God wants, I think people
ought to have to make up their own
minds on moral issues. Separation

He’s some kind of Republican

of church and state is a good thing.
Abortion? Bad. I hate it. But I

don’t think the state can or should do
anything about it. Same for gam-
bling, liquor, drugs and sex.

What people do on their off time
is between them and their maker. He
said he would judge us all, and I be-
lieve he will.

I have better things to do.
If people want to place a friendly

bet, it’s OK with me. I’m not much
for casino gambling, which liberals
keep pushing as a “revenue en-
hancement.” Like the state lottery,
it amounts to taking money from
people who often can’t afford it to
line the pockets of big corporations
and the state.

I remember when the state ran the
vice squad and the mob ran the num-
bers racket. Today, they call it Lotto,
and the state takes half, but the Ma-
fia gave better odds.

The so-called progressives in the
Republican party keep pushing for
more social programs, more spend-
ing on schools, more money, more
taxes. I think our state government
is plenty big enough. The tax cuts of
the 1990s helped to slim it down, but
there’s always pressure to grow.

Our schools are topnotch com-
pared to most states. Overall, there’s
no evidence that they need more
money, and certainly not another $1
billion a year.

Maybe I am a conservative.
But I worry about the Patriot Act,

the excesses of Homeland Security,
the ever-growing presence of Big
Brother in government. I think we
are losing our rights to spreading
regulations and insidious.

Does that make me a liberal?
I’m not sure. I don’t think I be-

long.
I’m not sure I want to.

 Along the Sappa
By Steve Haynes

schaynes@nwkansas.com

Welcome and thanks to these re-
cent subscribers to The Oberlin Her-
ald :

 Kansas:  Dale Brockhausen,
Great Bend; Mrs. Helen McVay,
Allen Tacha, Jane Kelling, Frances
Mosier, Mary Stackhouse, Joyce
Sumner, Bill Brooks, Doug Seb-
elius, Glenn Schulze, Pat Stephen,
Norton; Kathleen Whitley, Garden
City; Leona Kaspar, Rick Cham-
bers, Wayne Aschwege, Hays;
Delain and David Roberts, Paul
Chaffin, Goodland;

Louise Leitner, Lester Wurm,
Overland Park; Nancy Reuss,
Paola; Victor Ritter, Daryl Hartzog,
Agnes Wahlmeier, Bob Jones,
DeeAnna Krizek,Imogene Keenan,
Jennings; Elsie Wessel, Joe Zod-
row, Bertha Bruggeman, Mary
Zodrow, Matt Finnesy, Selden USD
316, Neff Realty, Selden; Ben
Richardson, Dan Koerperich, Ellen
Morgan, Joan Dark, Salina; Dave

Horinek, Lucy Schissler, Kim
Franklin, Marlin Wahrman, At-
wood Public Library, Atwood; Pat
Herl, James Bainter, Mrs. Victor
Mowry, Betty J. Walker, Beverly
Morris, Hoxie; Jerry Fidele, Min-
neola; Elby Adamson, Clay Center;
Mr. and Mrs. John Rule, N.J. Grif-
fith, Ray Larue Jr., Mike Cook,
Gene Gallentine, Clayton; Chet
Hayes, Grinnell; Marilyn Wall CSJ,
Washington; Oral Brunk, Lyons;
Tom Diederich, Lenora; Judy Long,
Downs; Luther Morton, Dodge
City; Robert Nelson, Clement
Mumm, Mike McVay, Harlan and
Judith Call, Colby; Sue Hayes,
Oakley; Ron Erickson, Golden
Plains USD 316, Rexford; Doyle
Fredrickson, Jeanette Bosch, Darla
Stevens, M.J. Ritter, Wichita; Clara
Schieferecke, Don Sulzman, Gerald
Meitl, Justin Meitl, Greg Ritter, Bill
Wessel, Francis Ritter, Dresden;

Frances Cilek, Rex Cozad, Hut-

chinson; Kenneth VanVleet, Shaw-
nee; Margery Adams, Jade Wunder-
ly, Steve O’Toole, Frances Davitt,
Olathe; Gerald Rogers, Newton;
Janna Landgraf, Scott City; John
Jones, Mullinville; Charles Mumm,
J.J. Gilbert, Gem; Marian Howland,
Bird City; Lois Scott, Newton;
Harold Carswell, Osborne; Edna
Smith, Lawrence; Theo Wiedeman,
Ransom; William Kelley, Junction
City; Dean Kruse, Almena; Judy
Easton, Quinter; Jeff White, God-
dard; Robyn Mendiola, Fredonia;
Shane Wurm, St. Francis; Dorothy
Rowh, Scott City; Joyce M. Cook,
Independence; Bill Sater, Holcomb;
Rawlins Co. San. Serv. Inc., Rich-
ard C. Rippe, Ludell; Edwin Water-
man, Sedgwick;

Oberlin: Mark Fraker, Jim
Andersen, Col. Gary Allen, V.W.
Sauvage, Erlene Schroer, Lonnie
McEvoy, Myrtle Ross, Donna Mae
Frandsen, Glenn Tabor.


