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Votersin nomood todect
anyoneraigngthar taxes

The supposed gains made by the Kansas
Republicanparty’ sconservativefactionmight
not mean much until the Senate caucusvotes
on a president next year, but they may be a

measurethevoters mood.

That the Republicans are split so deeply is
nothing new. The party isso dominant, it has
tofightitself. Thereisnothing approaching a
viabletwo-party systeminmost of Kansas, so
we havetwo Republican partiesand aDemo-
craticfactionthat, most days, countsfor little.

It shard to define exactly who isaconser-
vative and who isaliberal in the Republican
ranks, so you watch to see how they votefor
|eadership posts— and on tax increases.

The conservatives include those who vote
“Nno” on tax increases. The liberals — they
prefer to call themsel ves moderates— often
voteyeswhen it comesto spending.

There are other issues. Most conservatives
are against abortion, but so are many of the
moderates. Conservatives may worry about
Issuessuchas” concealed carry” and the Sec-
ond Amendment. Gunsgiveleftiesthecreeps.

Thelibera wing controlsthe state party of -
ficeand the Senate, at | east for now. Thecon-
servativeshavetheHouse. Theconservatives
havesomething called theK ansasRepublican
Assembly, whichfunctionsassort of ashadow
party leadership and hel ps conservative can-

didates.

Thedivisionisso deep that |leaderson both
sides endorsed candidates in the Republican
primary, something that’s just not donein
many states. They lined up to back thosewho
would votefor them come caucustime.

The moderates/liberals complain that con-
servativegroupsfromout of statehavepoured
hundreds of thousands of dollarsinto Kansas
campaigns, but liberal candidates see no
shame in taking their own thousands from
statewide groups such astheteachersand the

KansasLivestock Association.

Thisyear, theconservativesseemtobewin-
ning. They madegainsinthelLegislatureand
the state Board of Education, ousting afew

liberalswho had whipped conservativestwo

changes.

fections.

yearsago. IntheL egidature, onthestateboard
and at party headquarters, this could portend

When the liberals win, the conservatives
have no place to go. They vote Republican.
But when the conservativeswin, theliberals
will cry foul. They might well vote Democrat
inthe general election.

That’ show K athleen Sebeliusbecamegov-
ernor. It wasn't the Democratic vote that
elected her; it was liberal Republicans who
couldn’t stomach the conservative Tim
Shallenburger asgovernor.

It's more complicated than that, of course.
Ms. Sebeliusis arare, gifted candidate and
Shallenburger was not. But that’ s the gist of
it. Republican votesel ected her; therearenot
enough Democratsin Kansasto doit.

That's why only liberal Republicans can
becomegovernor, at least until the conserva-
tives produce amore charismatic candidate.

Y ou can expect more of thesameif thelib-
eralslosetheir grip ontheparty or the Senate
next year — much whining and massive de-

Buttheprimary indicatesthat voters, by and

they meanit.

large, are not buying the liberal line that we
must increase taxes.

Outsideafew diehard membersof the* mod-
erate” wing of the party, and the Democrats,
of course, | have yet to meet a Kansan who
wantsthestatetoraisetaxes. Theexceptions,
of course, are mostly tax-paid employees,
school officialsandthelike.

Peopl e think times are tough and the state
ought to suck it in. They voted that way, and

—SeveHaynes

It stlmetoget out canningjars

Summer might bewinding down,
but canning season is just getting
started.

Wedidn't put in agarden except
for ninetomato plants, and arethey
everloaded. Wemust havebeenlate
getting them in, though, because
nothing isripe yet. | know lots of
neighborswhoareeatingdicersand
canning therest.

There is nothing better than a
vine-ripenedtomato, freshfromthe
garden. | havebeenknowntotakea
salt shaker to thetomato patch and
eat oneright on the spot.

Theonly thing that might be bet-
ter isajuicy, home-grown peach,
something | won't get to enjoy this
year.

We lost all three of our peach
treesand our plumtree. | blameiton
the spray used on bindweed in our
town, but | can’t proveit.

—ob—

The rain this summer was won-
derful. It hasn’t been quite enough,
but with the technology of sprin-
klers we can make our own rain.
That hasbeen my lot thisweekend,
moving the sprinkler all over the
yard, allowing that much-needed
moistureto saturategrass, treesand
flowers. Thank goodness our town
has never had a water shortage.
Even though it might be a little
pricey whenit comestimeto pay the
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water bill, at least we can save our
lawnsand gardens.

| still think there should be some
way we could irrigate with the
“gray” water from our homes. How
many gallons of water from each
load of clothes go down the drain
every day? There' s nothing wrong
withthat water. Detergentsarebio-
degradablenow andwouldn’tharm
plants. There's probably some En-
vironmental Protection Agency rule
againstit, butit seemslikeasimple
solution.

—ob—

My sister Kathryn's oldest son
Claude and hiswife Sandy livein
Florida, inthe northern part of the
state, andwerenot evacuated. They
did lose electricity and alarge tree
intheir back yardwasuprooted, but
they were fine. Sandy’ s brother,
who livesin Tampa, came to their
housetowesather thestorm. Haven't
heardwhat hefounduponreturning

home.
Hurricane Charley makes our
little Kansas tornadoes seem kinda

puny.
—ob—

Askmeif I'mexcited. Go ahead.
Ask me.

Jmisgartingwork onthekitchen
cabinets for our house while he
builds some for another family. |
have such a hard time envisioning
thefinished project, hehaspromised
me a set of “mock” cabinets out of
cardboardboxes. Jim’ smindthinks
in three dimensions, but asfor me,
it'sjust flat.

—ob—

My daughter Karapicked uplittle
Taylor after one of her first days of
school. Kara asked, “How was
school today?’

Inher most solemnvoice, Taylor
replied, “Mom. There are alot of
rulesinkindergarten.”

Welcometotheworld, Taylor.
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MOM Makes Me
ARICTIVE —

Mom'’ sdoingwell. Thank youto
all who asked about her.

For those, who don’'t know, my
79-year-old mother broke her hipa
couple of weeksago.

On Friday, | headed for Concor-
diatoseeher. Thiswasmythirdvisit
sinceshefell. Thefirst wasthe day
after andthesecondwastheday she
gothomefromthehospital. Thefirst
trip turned into an all-night vigil to
seethat shetol erated her surgery and
the second was mostly a one-way
conversation.

When | arrived on Friday, how-
ever, shewasin bed reading. Mom
loves to read, and my sister and |
spend alot of time scouring book-
storesfor her favorites— historical
romanceswith no sex.

These books have names like
“Miss Merrywether’s Secret” and
“TheDangerousDuke’. Thecovers
awaysshow amanandawomanin
perioddressgazingwistfully at each
other.

Y ouknow onetheminuteyou see
it, but they’ renot aspopul ar asthey
once were, and we have to look
mostly inused bookstores.

Whenl| walkedintoMom’ sroom,
however, she was happy to put her
book aside and spend some time
withme.

Wegossi ped about my nephew’ s
new job and my youngest daught-
er’'s move to Columbia, S.C.
Y oungest daughter’ sfurniturewas

Mom’son themend domgvvell
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picked up by the moving company
the end of July. It still hasn't been
delivered and she's getting alittle
ticked.

Then Mom suggested wego out-
side. | wassurprised, but saidit was
agreat idea. Then | wasreally sur-
prised asshetold meto position her
wheel chair next to the bed.

She levered herself out of bed,
took twosteps, sat downinthechair,
looked upat meand smiledand said,
“Let'sgo.”

Wewent outside, whereacouple
of her cronies were enjoying the
flowersandcool breezes. Itwastime
for more gossip and a dissection of
the supper menu.

After the other women left, we
stayed on the porch watching a
coupleof tiny lizardsruninand out
of their holes. | lovelittle animals
and Mom was having fun, too.

Wewouldhavestayedlonger, but
her physical therapist cameto find
us. Itwastimefor her arm-strength-
ening exercises. If your legs don’t

work so well, it’s good to have
strong arms.

While Mom pulled on giant rub-
ber bands, | went to see what the
nursing homecat waslooking at out
awindow. Itwasadinner-plate-size
turtle, headed straight for the win-
dow.

The cat didn’t seem to know
whether it wanted to attack or re-
treat. Sincetheanimal swereon op-
posite sides of the glass, neither
wouldhavebeenvery effective, but
sometimesit’s just fun to watch &
nervouscat.

After Mom'’s physical therapy,
we petted the cat for awhileand got
her ready for supper.

Whenl left, shewaslookingat the
menuwithajaundicedeye. But, that
was OK, since | had bootlegged &
malt in to her when | came. | just
wanted to get out and on the road
before the nurses found out and
came after me.

Likethecat, | liketo keep some-
thing between me and them.

He ssomekind of Republican

Withall thetalk about thesplitin
theKansasRepublicanparty, | can't
figure out where| belong.

Maybethat’ sagoodthing. Maybe
neither sidewould want me.

When| look throughthereaders
commentsfortheyear, | usualy find
a couple that can’t stand “those
lousy, liberal editorials,” and some
whothink theworst thing about the
paper isthe“liberal editor.”

I’m against high taxes and big
government, so maybe that makes
meaconservative.

But| believethestateshouldpro-
vide good schools and good roads
and great universities. Maybe that
makes me aliberal. | might even
tumbleto atax increase or two, but
not often. Not often.

I'm all for order and tradition in
society, andthat’ sconservative. But
| seenoreasonfor aconcealedcarry
bill. | don’t think we need to carry
heat in Kansas, not the Kansas |
know andlivein. It scaresme.

| getkind of hinky when someone
wantsto pushhisideaof religionand
moralsoff onme. “God said s0,” is
not necessarily good government.

Andbecausewecan’tall agreeon
what God wants, | think people
ought to have to make up their own
minds on moral issues. Separation

AlongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkanaascom)

By SteveHaynes

of church and stateisagood thing.

Abortion? Bad. | hateit. But |
don’tthink thestatecanor shoulddo
anything about it. Same for gam-
bling, liquor, drugsand sex.

What peopledo on their off time
isbetweenthemandtheir maker.He
saidhewouldjudgeusall, and | be-
lievehewill.

| have better thingsto do.

If peoplewant to placeafriendly
bet, it'sOK with me. I’'m not much
for casinogambling, whichliberals
keep pushing as a “revenue en-
hancement.” Likethe statelottery,
it amounts to taking money from
people who often can’t afford it to
linethe pocketsof big corporations
andthestate.

| remember whenthestateranthe
vicesguadandthemobranthenum-
bersracket. Today, they call it L otto,
andthe statetakeshalf, but theMa-
fiagave better odds.

Theso-called progressivesinthe
Republican party keep pushing for
moresocial programs, morespend-
ing on schools, more money, more
taxes. | think our state government
isplenty bigenough. Thetax cutsof
the1990shel pedtodimitdown, but
there’ salways pressureto grow.

Our schools are topnotch com-
paredtomost states. Overall, there’ s
no evidence that they need more
money, and certainly not another $1
billionayear.

Maybel am aconservative.

But | worry about thePatriot Act,
theexcessesof Homeland Security,
the ever-growing presence of Big
Brother in government. | think we
are losing our rights to spreading
regulationsand insidious.

Doesthat makemealiberal ?

I’m not sure. | don’t think | be-
long.

I’m not surel want to.
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Mowry, Betty J. Walker, Beverly
Morris, Hoxie; Jerry Fidele, Min-
neol a; Elby Adamson, Clay Center;
Mr. and Mrs. John Rule, N.J. Grif-
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