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ST.MARK’SLUTHERANCHURCH washuiltinNorcaturin1888 boardistryingtoraisemoneytomovethechurchtothemuseumgrounds
by asmall group of charter members. The Decatur County Museum and restoreit.

L andmark tomove
to Oberlin musaum

Plansarein theworksto movea
Norcatur landmark to the Decatur
County Museum grounds so the
116-year-old St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church canbesavedfor futuregen-
erations.

The museum board is raising
money to movethechurchandalso
beginthework needed torestoreit.

The building has been offered to
the museum by three remaining
council members, Bill and Bee
Nelsonand Lee Eckhart.

Museum Director Sharleen
Wurmsaidthechurchwill beplaced
on the museum grounds east of the
Bohemian Hall, which was moved
to the museum in 2000.

Theideaisto raisethe money to
move the building, the steeple,
which will have to be taken off for
themoveandtodo somework onthe
buildingonceitisin Oberlinbefore
actually moving the building. Mrs.
Wurmsaidthechurch, dedicatedin
December 1888, isactually inpretty
good shaped.

The building will need to be re-
painted andwill al soneed anew roof
becauseit hashad hail damage. Mrs.
Wurm said they also need a new
heater and some el ectrical work.

Just to movethe church will cost
over $20,000, and then it will take
at| east another $20,000torestoreit.
Mrs. Wurm said $20,000 may not be
enough.

She said sheisn't sure if power
lineswill haveto beraisedto move
thebuilding or not and doesn’ tknow
what that cost will be.

Theboard hasstartedworkingon
fundraisersfortheproject. Shesaid
the museum received a grant from
the Cathcart-Cantrell trust and the

Modern Woodmen raised over
$5,000for the project.

Thedirector saidthechurchhasa
long history in Norcatur. Both Mr.
Nelson’s and Mr. Eckhart’s great-
grandfatherswerecharter members
of thechurch and helped build it.

The whole thing started when
Maggie Eckhart and Lois
Rinkenberger wantedtoget married
in1888.

The couple began looking for a
Lutheran minister and found the
Rev. JW. Kimmel in McCook.

OnFeb. 2 of that year, hecameto
Norcatur to perform the wedding.
That brought on the discussion of
having regular services.

Thepastor returnedtoNorcaturin
May to hold services. At that time,
there were 17 members in the
church.

Mr. Kimmel looked into buying
lotsin Norcatur for a church site
through the secretary of Lincoln
Land Co. InJune 1888, hereported
that hehad purchasedlots7and8in
block 7. For $50, a 28-foot-by-40-
foot building could becompletedin
12 monthsonthesite.

InJune, thefirst communion ser-
vice was held. John Eckhart and
Benjamin Hoover were elected el-
ders and N.B. Nelson and John
Summit were el ected deacons. The
other memberswere called charter
members.

Later that summer, the first load
of stonewasdelivered and founda-
tionwork wasstarted. All of thela-
bor wasdonated. Reportsshow that
theonly cost onthefoundation was
$2.50for lime.

Inalargeserviceon Sept. 8, 1888,
thecornerstonewaslaid. Rev. Pugh

preached andtheNorcatur bandand
choir performed.

The history of the church shows
that the lumber was delivered on
Sept. 3. Itwaspurchased from C.M
Deitz of Omahafor $387.20, with
$98 being paid for freight.

The windows were bought from
Chicagowith$110. Other expenses
included furniture for $115, addi-
tional lumber for $90, hardwarefor
$41, abell for $88 and an organ for
$65.

InDecember, amortgageof $300
was given to the Board of Church
Extension and one for $400 was
given to John Eckhart, each to be
paidinthreeyears.

OnDec. 16,1888, thechurchwas
dedicated.

The congregation went through
many changesfromthat dedication
101984, thelast timethechurchhad
apastor.

The mortgage note changed
hands, a new roof was put on, the
insidewasreplastered, aparsonage
was built next door, the parsonage
got a bathroom and many pastors
preached inthebuilding.

Mrs. Wurm said the museum
would like to see the church used
again. The wholeidea started with
acouplewantingtoget married. She
said shewouldliketo seeit usedfor
small weddingsafteritismovedand
fixed up.

Themuseumislookingfor dona-
tionsto help with the project. Send
money t0258S. PennAve., Oberlin,
Kan. 67749, or stop in and see the
staff.

Museum hoursstarting Sept. 1are
10a.m.tonoonand 1 p.m.to5p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday.
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ONTHEIR50THANNIVERSARY, Mr.andMrs. JohnEckhart spokewith
the Rev. Ott, who wasasupply pastor at the church.



