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Newsoapa will publish
school digtrict salaries

It snearly timefor Kansas school districts
to publishtheir executive salariesagain.

Wewant to servefair noticethat thisnews-
paper will once again print the salaries re-
ported by areadi strictsand comparethemwith
those of other districts and other public offi-
cials.

Thereporting requirementissort of ascrew-
ball law, butit’ snot abadidea. It originated a
coupleof yearsagowhen someonefoundthat
anoldKansaslaw required Kansasschool dis-
tricts to pay for alegal notice to publish
administrator’ spay.

There was much wailing and gnashing of
teeth, and school groupstried to get the Leg-
islature to repeal the law. Instead, it was
changed sothat districtsonly havetogiveout
a press release with the salaries. It'sup to
newspapersand broadcast stationswhat todo
withit.

We happen to think it sahealthy thing for
the votersto know what they pay public offi-
cials, elected or appointed. Salariesof all pub-
lic employees are open information, and any
citizen can go to the courthouse or the school
officeand seethem.

In some states, in fact, county and school
payroll ispublished eachmonth. Therewould
be nothing wrong with that.

Oneof thethingsyougiveupwhenyoutake
atax-paid job isacertain amount of privacy.
As a public employee, you know when you
take a job that you may bein the public eye,

and your salary ispublicinformation.

We think it s hardly fair to pick on school
administrators, though. If their salaries are
goingtobeinthepaper, wethink other public
executives— county officias, city adminis-
trators, hospital executives— should bethere
aswell.

These peopleareyour employees, your ad-
ministrators, running your tax-supported
agencies. You pay them; you deserve to see
how much.

School people seemto bealittle defensive
about this, because on the whole, they make
more than most public officials. They may
well beworthit, consideringtheyearsof edu-
cation and experiencetheir jobsrequire, and
the importance of the task they are charged
with. That isnot for the newspaper to decide.

Rather, thevotersneedtohavethisinforma-
tion sothey canmakeinformedjudgmentson
who getswhat, who needswhat and who de-
serveswhat. Maybesomeof theother officials
areunderpaid.

We plan to present the information in an
objective manner, and let you, the taxpayers,
votersand readers decidewhat you think.

Wewon't berevealing any secrets, but un-
less somebody doesthelegwork, it’shard to
makecomparisons. All theofficialswill geta
chance to comment. The votersaways have
thefinal say.

And that’ show it should bein ademoc-

—SeveHaynes

Longridewith caIvvastranqun

I’mnotadoctor, anurseor evena
veterinarian, but | seemto be push-
ing pills down unwilling throats
lately.

Beforeyoungest daughter moved
to South Carolina, she asked meto
get acoupleof tranquilizer pillsfor
her cat, Rupert. Rupert, she said,
gets car sick and shereally didn’'t
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want to take her on atwo-day trip
unlessshewas asleep.

Since Rupert has been to see my
veterinarian more times than my
pocketbook wantsto count, hewas
willingto prescribesomemildtran-
quilizers, suggesting that youngest
daughter try half apill first.

| handed over thepillsand daugh-
ter immediately gave half of oneto
Rupert. | reminded her that thepills
only last about 12 hours and she
wasn't leaving for aweek.

She pointed to a big bite on
Rupert’ shindquartersand said that
she had decided to seeif half apill
was enough. Shefigured she could
get the cat sleepy enough to clean
and medicate the wound while
checkingtoseeif half atranquilizer
would be enough.

It wasn't. The cat staggered
around alot but didn’t go to sleep,
and she got quite huffy when we
tried to snip thefur off from around
thebite.

Another half pill, andthe cat was
still not happy about the manhan-
dling but she was too sleepy to do
much about it. Eventually, she hid
inthe cat carrier that would be her
homefor two dayson theroad.

After medicating Rupert, | de-
cidedthat might work onmy Molly
Monster.

For the past couple of years, we
havetakenthedog Annieand oneof

our cats on vacation. April Alice
travelsbeautifully. Shelaysquietly
in her carrier for hourson end.

Admittedly, near theend of a12-
hour trip, she startsto cry alittle. |
wouldtoo, if | wastrapped in abox
without bathroomfacilitiesfor 11 or
12 hours.

So the day before vacation, |
talked to the vet about pills for
Molly.

Molly doesn’t travel well. She
fightslikecrazy asweput herin her
carrier for theannual triptothevet.

Whenwebrought her homefrom
Emporia— shewasafound cat —
we thought maybe we should re-
name her Catzilla. Shehadn’t been
declawed, and she spent the entire
five-hour triptryingtoriptheuphol-
stery off the back of the seats.

Still, if thosecutelittlepillscould
calm Rupert, | thought, they would
calm Molly and she would love to
bewith uson vacation.

L ast year whileweweregone, she
left several presentson carpetsand
chewed on things she shouldn’t. |
figured she missed us, so why not
makeit possiblefor hertoenjoy va-
cation, too?

Stevesaid | wasrationalizing.

| popped a pill down her throat
about twohoursbeforeleaving, and
by thetimeweput herinher carrier,

she was docile but not asleep. Just
past Colby, | gave her another half
tablet. She' shigger than Rupert, and
shewasfighting thosepills.

| won’t say shedept all theway,
but her meowswere soft and infre-
guent and she sure has enjoyed the
vacation—if not thetrip.

See, see, | toldyourthat she' dlike
going onvacation.

And therugs at home appreciate
ustaking her.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Dogood, OL ord, untothose
that be good, and to them that
areupright intheir hearts. As
for suchasturnasideuntotheir
crooked ways, the Lord shall
leadthemforthwiththework-
ersof iniquity: but peaceshall
beuponlsragl. Psalm 125:4,5
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Can’ twaltfor ripetomatoes

Our tomatoes still haven't rip-
ened.

Butwhen| mentionedwewanted
BL Tsfor supper, my friend [latook
pity on us and sent us home with
someof her produce. When oursfi-
nally do turn, I'll return the flavor,
uh, favor.

—o0b—

Mom used to say, “Expect the
unexpected.” And nothing could
havebeen moreunexpectedthanthe
news we received this week from
my brother Don’ sfamily.

Don’ swifel izhashad aseriesof
“mini strokes” and had been at their
daughter Pam’s in Phoenix when
she needed to be hospitalized. Don
flewfromtheir homein Arkansasto
Arizonato be with Liz. However,
when he got there, he becameill,
was taken to the emergency room,
admittedfor testingandlearnedthat
hehasaform of lymphoma.

With both her parentsin the hos-
pital, Pam feelslike sheisliving
there, too. The good news, though,
isLiz ismuch improved and ready
to go home. Don feelsgood and is
going homeafew daysahead of her
to remodel their bathroom from a
tubtoashower facility. Hisdoctors
are encouraging about treatments
and Donhimself hasavery positive
outlook.

—ob—
We made major progress on our
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remodeling projectlastweek. We' re
focusing on the kitchen right now,
andfinished paintingthewalls. Jim
ranthegaslinefor my cooktop and
moreelectrical for an exhaust fan.

Healso put in the heat ducts and
leveled out thefloor with somecon-
crete. But the biggest change came
when he laid out the frame for the
cabinetsthemselves. | can standin
the middle of what will eventually
bemy new workspaceand dream of
the gourmet meals | will someday
prepare.

Beans and wieners are gourmet,
aren’tthey?

—ob—

L emonmeringuepiemight notbe
gourmet, but | had theurgeto make
one this weekend. | had a fresh
lemon in the crisper so | grated the
rindand squeezedthejuice. Thepie
itself turned out fine, but | always
have trouble with the meringue.
First,itwasflat, it pulledaway from
thesidesand got “weepy.” | follow

all theexperts adviceabout sealing
the edges, using achilled bow! anc
beaterstonoavail. It’ sthemainrea:
son | don’t make more cream pies.

Besides, when | do, Jim feels
compelled to ask everyone, in his
broadest hillbilly accent, if they
know what “ma-rang” is.

The unsuspecting victim will al-
waysanswer, “No.”

That’ swhenhegrabsmy | eft hand
anddeclares, “ That’ swhat my wife
wearson her ‘fan-gur’.”

—ob—

There were three old friends out
playinggolf oneday. All threewere
hard of hearing.

Thefirstold man said, “It sureis
windy.”

Thesecondmancontradictedhim
andsaid, “No. It'sThursday.”

To which the third man replied,
“Me, too. Let’shaveadrink.”

And confusionreigned supreme.

Thesebirdsarefascinating

| stand there, transfixed.

Thereis buzzing like the angry
sound of bees, anditistheflutter of
tiny wings.

Not bees, though.

It's dusk high in the San Juan
Mountainsof Colorado, and I’'min
themiddle of ahumming bird feed-
ingfrenzy.

With ahumming bird’ s metabo-
lism, our daughter says, they prob-
ably have to eat alot right before
dusk sothey can stay warmthrough
thenight. That could betrue. There
isiceontheroof each morning, and
soon it will be time for these tiny
visitorsto head south.

Not tonight, though. For a half
hour, dozensof themjockey for po-
sitionat thefour feeding stationson
our front porch. | supposethescene
isrepeated at houses up and down
theRio Grande.

The newest neighbors down the
block haveat |east half adozenfeed-
ers on their deck, overlooking the
river. | wonder if they have this
many visitors.

Seldom is there atime when no
birdisat thefeeder. They flutter in
tiny queues, waitingfor aturnat the
perches, or duel in midair, the big-
ger or bossier bird getting to feed.

Their little dogfights soar to the

Rasuresano

TotheEditor:
Thank youtoeveryonefor al the
wonderful support you showed me
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By SteveHaynes

rafters, then spiral down. Eventu-
ally, one of the combatants breaks
off, the other getsto eat — if some
third party does not have the perch
inthe meantime.

Their engagementsare brief, but
spirited. | canhear theclack of their
littlebeakswhenthey spar. Nokid-
ding.

Sometimes, one stops to hover
justinfrontof myface.I’'mgladl’'m
not wearing any red buttons. How-
ever, | amwearing safety glasses.

At times, there are more than a
dozen little creatures hovering
around the feeder at once. They
spread their tails and flap those
feathers to control the hover. You
can see them operate, though the
wings move far too fast for human
sight.

There are ruby throats and plain
birds, male and female. Goldens,
with shimmering green backs. All

delicate, fast, furious.

I am not the only one watching.
The cat, confined indoors, isin the
window, fascinated.

How she would catch one sheis
not sure, but April Aliceiswilling
totry.

Wehadacat once, Midnight, who
specialized in humming birds. He
wouldsitunder theaspentreeby the
hour, just waiting for oneto land.

Many madethat mistake.

Nottoday, though. April doesnot
have outdoor privileges.

Eventually, theshow ends. Dark-
ness gathers, and the birds appar-
ently head for their perches. One
straggler lands and slurps up alast
meal.

Itwon't belong beforethey are
gonefor thewinter, but for that hal f
hour, it’ squite ashow.

Just ask April.

sthankstoOberlin

over the past several months as |
worked to becomeyour state sena-
tor. Oberlinwasahomeaway from
homefor meand my campaign staff;
wewerealwayswel comedwhether
it be acommunity event or just a
stopover point.

Y our work tobring new ideasand
change to Topekathrough talking,
writingletters, puttingupsigns, and
making phone calls made my cam-
paign asuccessin many ways. | am
only 22 yearsold, and thework we
didwill reap benefitsinthefuture.

| amunsurewhat will comefrom
our new Legislature, but we must
stay involvedandremindthemthey
arerepresentingus. Itisour respon-
sibility tomakethemlisten. | always
enjoyedthephonecalls, letters, vis-
itsand e-mails | had with you and
encourage you to do the samewith
your elected officials.

Wemust become moreinvolved
inour communitiesand finding ad-

\_

L etter totheEditor

ditional job opportunitiestosustain
our way of life. Our future depends
onit.

My goalsinrepresentingyouand
helping build up western Kansas
havenot changed. | will continueto
work withlocal, regional, and state

organizationstoget resultsfor Kan-
sas.

Thank youagainforall your sup-
port, and | hopeto earnyour support
inthefuture.

Dan Rasure
Goodland

(

Write

)

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obheral d@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitteg
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicis-
sue.



