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Though Barbara and Nolan
Pierce, co-pastors of the United
Church of Oberlin, had their first
dateon July 2, 1950, hesaysit took
18 monthsto get her tomarry him.

The couple plans to retire this
month, and their last servicesin
Oberlin and Herndon, where they
servethelmmanuel United Church
of Christ, will be on Sunday, Sept.
26.

Mrs. Piercesaid shewasactivein
the First Christian Church (Dis-
ciplesof Christ)inAnadarko, Okla.,
and her husband had avaried church
background when they met. Oneof
the first things he told her, she re-
calls, wasthat heplannedtobecome
apastor.

Since Mrs. Pierce was only 17
whenthey weremarried, sheaways
says, “He put me through high
school, and | put him through col-
lege.”

After they weremarried on Dec.
22,1951, hecontinuedtofarmwith
his parents, who were not ready to
retire. After they sold the farm on
Dec. 22,1954, Nolanbegan studies
for the ministry at Phillips Univer-
sityinEnid, Okla.,inJanuary 1955.

Early in September 1957, hetried
out for astudent pastorateat Avard,
Okla., but the next day, which was
enrollment day for thefall semester,
he came down with themumpsand
missed the first two weeks of
classes. Withthedeathsof boththeir
fathersthat October, he missed the
first sevenweeksof school andwas
not ableto accept thecall at Avard.

She was assistant registrar at
Phillipsfor four years, then became
secretary tothepresident of theuni-
versity. They hadason, Larry, who
was 19 months old when they both
becameinvolvedinthehighschool
education at Phillips, a Christian
Churchcollege. They hadtwomore
children, Bonnie,inApril 1956, and
Harvey, in August 1958.
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Mr. Pierce completed his
undergradute degree in May 1959
andbegan studiesat PhillipsGradu-
ate Seminary. He started a student
pastorate at Braman, Okla., in Feb-
ruary 1958. Hereceived his gradu-
ate degree in May 1962, and was
ordainedtotheChristianministry at
their home church in Anadarko,
Okla.,onMay 6, 1962.

Hebeganhisfirst fulltimeminis-
try June 1, 1962, at the First Chris-
tianChurchinBerryville, Ark. They
moved to a new parsonage there,
|eaving student housing behind, and
hesaid heespecially enjoyedwork-
ing with the youth during the five
yearsthey werethere.

“A special memory at the First
Christian Church at Berryville,” he
said, “iswhen| baptized six youths,
which included three sets of broth-
ersandsisters.”

The family then moved to
Russellville, Ark., where Mrs.
Pierce began her college work at
Arkansas State University.

She received a Bachelor of Arts
degree in May 1971 and began a
teaching career that fall in
Russdllville. Shecontinuedtoteach
asthey changed|ocationsinhismin-
istry.

OnJunel, 1972, hebecame pas-
tor of the First Christian Churchin
Slaton, Texas, near Lubbock. They
becamefoster parentsof ateen-age
girl, AnnaBirdwell. Shelived with
them until they moved to Broken
Bow, Neb., in January 1974.

“Thechurchin Broken Bow had
been consideringanew buildingfor
15yearsand during our timethere,
it becameareality,” hesaid.

Their next movewas to Minden,
Neb.,onAug. 1, 1979.

In 1984, theelementary school in
Naponee, Neb.,closed and when
Mrs. Pierce did not find another
teachingjob, her husband suggested
itwastimefor hertogotoseminary,
so she enrolled at Phillipsin Janu-

ary 1985.

Hecontinued servingtheMinden
church, but after shehad completed
three semesters, he moved to the
Garber Christian Churchin Garber,
Okla., only 17 milesfromthe semi-
nary campus.

She began a student pastoratein
September 1987 and continued that
until September 1991, when they
becameco-pastorsat theFirst Chris-
tian Church in Hobart, Okla. Mrs.
Piercereceived aMaster of Divin-
ity degreein April 1989 and was
ordained on May 7, 1989.

They servedthechurchat Hobart
for more than seven years before

becoming co-pastors of the United
Church of Oberlinon Dec. 1, 1998.
They also servedtheFirst Christian
ChurchinMcCook until itclosedon
Dec. 1, 2002. Sincethat time, they
have been serving the Immanuel
United Church of Christ of
Herndon.

Both said they are looking for-
ward to their retirement in Cozad,
Neb., where they have ahome and
their younger son, Harvey, and his
family live.

“We'll be ableto get in on our
grandchildren’s school activities
anditwill benicetobeclosetofam-
ily again,” they said.

SITTING PROUDLY on the fender of his 1947 Fleetline
Chevy isNolan Pierce, who owned the car when he and his
wifeweremarried.

NOLAN AND BARBARA PIERCE (above) will beretir-
ing this month after serving churches in Oklahoma, Texas,
Arkansas, NebraskaandK ansas. Mrs. Pierce(bel ow) isshown
atagel7.




