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Pool sarved townwdll,
but It’stimefor anew one

L et’ sfaceit: Oberlinneedsanew swimming

pool.

Oh, we'll probably haveto patchthecurrent
oneupforacoupleof years. It needsa$15,000
boiler by next summer, pluswho knowswhat

leakswill appear.

Already thisyear, the city budget has been
busted by repair billsfor unexplained leaks.
It took the city crew and pool engineers a
coupleof weekstofind and seal theleaksthis

time.

Next year, wecan expect moreof thesame.
Thepool is50yearsold, andit’ smorethan
served its purpose. The city has reaped its
$68,000 investment back many times over,

and that isagood thing.

Butthepool isold, |eaky and undependabl e.
It suffersfrom aweird operating plan where
water hasto bepumpedfromthepool eachday
intothekiddiepool. Attheend of theday, this
water isrundownthedrain, rather than being
recycled. New water is heated at some ex-

pense.

The pool has a sand filter which hasto be
manually flushed. This can cause problems,
asitdid at theend of theseasonwhenthecrew
was called away and lost athird of the pool’s

water.

A new pool likely will cost 10 times what

theoldonedid. Thecity probably will haveto

borrow money to build one, and thereare not
many grantsavailablefor such a“frill.”
(There are some grants for therapy pools,

apparently, but that would require an indoor

pool at twicethe cost. That could be one ex-
pensivegrant, in other words.)

It’s hard to imagine a small Kansas town
without a pool. It s sort of anecessity of life

out here, something families have come to

pen.

expect. Though it’s not in the same class as
havingahospital, nooneisgoingtomovetheir
kidsto atown with no pool. Just won’t hap-

So we need to find away to build a pool.

Bake sales and fund raisers are nice for the
planning stages. There’ salwaysthe possibil-
ity that someonewill leavethecity agiftwhich
would cover part of the cost.

But it s probably going to wind up with a
bond issue, and yes, weneedto dothis.

The pool commission has done good work

sofar, but they havealongwaystogo. We're
surethey will comeupwithasuitableplan, for
abetter pool than we havetoday.

The rest will be up to the city and the tax-

payers. Weneedtodothis.

It'snot the crew’ sfault, redlly. It' sthe old

systemthat’ sto blame.

—SeveHaynes

Writer upsat with school board action
( L etterstotheEditor

TotheEditor:

| would like to congratul ate the
Oberlin School Districtonhavinga
“mighty fine” school board, but un-
der the circumstances, | don't feel
that’s appropriate. In fact, I'm
ashamed to say I’m an alumnae of
thisdistrict. Not only am | agradu-
ate, but my sisters, brother and | all
went to school in Oberlinfromkin-
dergarten through 12th grade. Y ou
may ask why | harbor such badfeel-
ingstowardstheschool board. Well,
hereit comes.

Any school board that does not
stand behind a good and respected
teacher when health issues require
them to resign earlier than planned
should step back and take a close
look at themselves. | realize that
money isshortfor all school systems
at the present time, but when does
money becomemoreimportant than
people?

My sister, Audrey Pavlicek,
taught for theOberlindistrict for 29
years. She was (is) an excellent
teacher. In fact, many families re-
quested her. Audrey fell in May
whileattending our uncle’ sfuneral,
breaking her |eft ankleintwo places
and the femur in her right leg. She
spentall summer inthehospital, still
hanging on to the hope that she
would be ableto return to teaching
inthefall.

When she finally realized that
wasn’ t going to happen, shehanded
inatearful resignation. Thiswasone
of thehardest decisionsAudrey has
ever had to make. She has always
been dedicatedto her students, their
parents, and theschool district. She
just plain loved the students and
teaching.

When thedistrict wasfaced with
financial problems, Audrey was
more than happy to sacrifice any-
thing she could to help them. She
went without raises and bought
many classroom suppliesout of her

own pocket. But when bad times
camefor her, theschool boarddidn’t
return the compassion she had
shown them.

Audrey wasturneddownfor early
retirement benefits by the school
board in a closed session. Why a
closed session? Maybe they were
afraid somein the community who
know Audrey and respect her teach-
ing abilities and dedication would
comeforthto argue on her behalf.

The reason used to turn Audrey
downwasthefactthat shedidnot let
themknow by theend of Marchthat
sheintendedtoretireearly. How do
youtell someonein Marchthat you
aregoingtofall and sustain serious
injuriesinMay?

The school board was very un-
sympathetic in denying Audrey’s
early retirement.

How does ateacher who has de-
votedsomany yearsof herlifetothe
Oberlin School sbelieveher hoursof
work and dedication were in any
way appreciated when shehasbeen
treated so shabbily by the school
board?

| know if you wereto take apoll
of the parentswhose children Aud-
rey taught, they would tell you she

Trandation

TotheEditor:

| cannot read Polishbut abusiness
colleaguewho canprovidedthefol-
lowing trand ation of thetext under
thephotoof thePolishrunners(Page
1A, Aug. 18 Oberlin Heral d):

“After oneday of rest at theresi-
dence of Mr. and Mrs. Kozl oski,
having regained strength, we con-
tinuedour trip. Our destinationwas
the city of St. Francis, which was

deserved better thanthis. Y ouwere
very lucky tohave Audrey teaching
in your school district. It'stoo bad
you did not appreciate all the eve-
ningsandweekendsshespent atthe
school making sureher studentsre-
ceived thevery best education pos-
sible. She knew they deserved her
best and shegaveit.

Themembersof theschool board
could take a few lessons from
Audrey. She gave 100 percent to
them, yet received zero percent back
from them.

In addition, the way it was re-
ported to the newspaper it sounded
asif Audrey was granted early re-
tirement with the benefits she
should havereceived, wheninactu-
ality shewasdenied and givennoth-
ing.

For those of you who might be
interested, Audrey had avery rough
surgery in Denver on Sept. 9, butwe
hope and pray this surgery will get
her back onher feet for thefirsttime
sinceshefellinMay.

| thank God sheisfinaly on the
roadtorecovery.

Her proud sister,

Janet Knipp

Hays

of picture

about 182 milesaway, at whichwe
arrivedat 30’ clock p.m. Oncethere,
oneof our carswouldn’t start which
turned out to beafaulty starter. We
had to wait until the next morning
forthecar toberepairedto continue
our trip.”

JonF. Peters
9915 SE Castle Court
Gresham, Ore. 97080
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KANSAS FARMERS
ARE STARTING TO US€
AN ADDITIVE
THAT TURNS THEIR !

ANHYDROUS AMMONIA

DRIGHT PINK!

ARE THEY CRAZYY/

DONT THEY KNOW
HOW Q4NGEROLS

FOREIGN SUBSTANCES
CAN BE IN DRUGS P/

Don’t digmisstheold remedies

“Doyou have an old wivesrem-
edy forwasp stings?’ Jennifer asked
over the phone oneday last week.

“Didyouget stung?’ wasmy bril-
liant reply.

Duh. Here' syour sign. Yes, she
had been stung and wanted to know
what to do.

“Mud,” I tell her. " Putmudonit.”

“ Areyoujust sayingthat because
you think I'm foolish enough to do
it, or doesit really work,” was her
skeptical comment.

When | was akid, mud isreally
what my mom would tell meto put
on awasp sting. Probably because
it was convenient and | could do it
myself. And it wassoothing, which
isabout all you can do for awasp
sting.

But, getting back to Jennifer. |
knew shewouldn’t begintoput mud
onhersdf. After conferringwithmy

(FromtheBibI@
\_ J

And Jesus, perceiving the
thought of their heart, took a
child, and sethimby him, And
said unto them, Whosoever
shall receive this child in my
namereceiveth me: and who-
soever shall receive me re-
celveth him that sent me: for
hethat isleast among you al,
the same shall be great. Luke
9: 46-48

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com

~

J

coworkers, itwasagreedthat apaste
made of baking soda and water
wouldbetheappropriatetreatment.

Knowing her father isextremely

allergictohornetstings, | didadvise
her to watch for any adverse devel-
opments. Later, shereportedthat the
pain and the swelling had gone
away.
But let’s not dismiss those old-
time remedies. My children didn’t
know the dread of having a sticker
removed. Whenthey wouldcometo
me with a sliver, | would apply a
bread and milk poultice. Leave it
overnight and by morningitwould,
literally, “ pop” out.

A breadandmilk poulticeismade
by taking apinch of bread, dipping
itinmilk, squeezing out theexcess,
placing it over the offending splin-
ter/sticker, covering with a Band-
aidand waiting ‘til morning. There
is some reaction that happens be-
tween the bread and the milk that
creates a“ drawing” action. It may
notwork inall cases, but | swear by
it, and sodo my kids.

My mother wasanexcellent first-

aidprovider withawell-stocked aic
kitalwaysat theready. If shewould
havechosenaprofession, shewould
have been an emergency room
nurse. She was unflappable and
would tackle almost any medical
emergency. No amount of blood or
gorecould upset her.

Onetimemy brother Jim brought
apuppy into thehouse and ploppec
himself down in the rocker where
our GrandmaDavisonhad been cro-
cheting. WhenJimgot uptotakethe
puppy back outside, one of Grand-
ma’ s crochet hooks was dangling
fromJim’ selbow. Unbelievably, he
had not even known it had gone
through hisshirtsleeve, piercedhis
skin and worked its way into the
complicated elbow joint.

Mom stopped him short. “Oh,
Jim. Look what you’ ve donel Anc
that wasoneof your best shirts. Now
we'regoingto haveto cut it off.”

Thank goodnesssherealizedthis
injury was beyond her abilitiesand
took himtothedoctor. | wasn’t sure
if shemeant shewasgoingto cut off
theshirt sleeve or hisarm.

Peopleexpect good city WaIer

More thoughts on watering, wa-
ter and water supply:

Themayor says he hopes people
won't “water the streets.”

Good luck.

| know it’s probably frustrating
for officials to see water running
down the streets. It is frustrating
when you’'re the homeowner,
watching your money rundownthe
drain.

But I've yet to figure out how to
water thegrassalongthecurbwith-
out getting some on the street. All
youcandoistry tokeeptheamount
down.

If you can afford anunderground
sprinkler system, youcanminimize
water loss, but not eliminate it. At
our house, thebudget doesnot cover
such frills, however. We're stuck
with $5.95 sprinklers you move
from place to place, connected by
sectionsof old hose.

Soinprinciple, weagreewiththe
mayor. In practice, we're at the
whim of the shifting winds, fluctu-
atingwater pressureandthefact that
you need to water up to the curb.

It' sdiscouraging that thecity has
not been abletofind any new water
supply overthelastthree-four years.
Theremust besomewater out there.

It'svital tothetown’ sfuturethat
we have plenty of water, not just

AIongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkan%scom)

By SteveHaynes

“enough” to get by.

New business, newindustry, new
peopleall depend onwater. Wehave
tohaveit, inabundant supply, if we
expecttosurvive. It'slikehavinga
hospital, good school s, aswimming
pool. People expect certain things
fromatown.

So we' d urge the council to con-
tinuethesearch. Theanswersmight
not beclear now—whether weneed
tobuildatreatment plant, findmore
wellsor findwaystousetheoneswe
have — but the goal is to have
enough water.

Many communitieshavetoration
water during adrought. Thegoal is
to have more than enough water to
fill al needsinanormal year.

And, yes, it will cost money to
find and hook up morewater. Hope-
fully, we can avoid a treatment
plant. Maybe someonewill suethe
government and roll back some of
thepicky new contaminationlevels
set by the government.

But whatever happens, we' |l need

the water, and we should be pre-
paredto pay for it.
Ouch.

Hereweareinanother year when
Natureseemsto havejust turned of f
thetap.

It' s better than last year, when it
stopped raining in June. But if
you're afarmer with wilting milo
and crusty corn, youmay not seethe
improvement.

More sprinklers go in each year,
but you havetoask how longwecan
grow irrigated crops out here. War
ter tablesaredroppinginmany parts
of the state.

The city’s problems, restricting
lawnwatering, aresmall compared
tothepotential lossof farmincome
if wedon’t get somerain.

So far, Nature seems happy tc
tease usand shut of f thefaucet.

Next year, though. Next year,
thingsare bound to be better.

Right?

Reader suggestschangein service
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Are you concerned about SBC
(Southwestern Bell Telephone)
phone service?

| am surely concerned. | have
been having much trouble for over
twoyearsand SBC doesn’t seemto
beabletofind the problem.

Thepublic utility tellsmeitison
my line. SBCisnot concerned about
doing anything. Why aren’t they
doing something about this?

| can hear the click as soon as |
pick upmy receiver. Someoneshuts
the phone completely off at times,
or presses on the phone buttons to
make noise, or it may sound like
you'reinabarrel. Apparently some-
one, or several someone’ s, isonmy
phone line. What happened to our
privacy?

It has been reported someonein-

terruptswhen| amtalkinglongdis-
tance, or otherwise, on the phone.
They say, “Your answering ma-
chineisfull,” or,“Y ou havetwelve
messages on your answering ma-
chine”

Colby now hasanew phone sys-
temwhich costsless, and the onesl|
havevisitedwithenjoy itmorethan
SBC.

The new phone systemin Colby
isS& T Communications. | visited
withoneof their employeesandthey
would be delighted to have some
businessin Oberlin.

Not everyone hasthe new phone
svsteminColby. Somearestill with

SBC. That | do not understand.
| am ready for anew and less ex-
pensivetelephone company.
ElsieWolters
Oberlin




