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Stateof Kansasshould
goend itsmoney at home

Who saystheworld hasto make sense?

Because if it did, the State of Kansas
wouldn’t be buying $14 million worth of
Homeland Security supplies from a single
New Hampshire contractor.

Firechiefshave complained that they can’t
buy from Kansas suppliers. The New Hamp-
shireouitfit, Fisher Safety, saysit hascontracts
to supply emergency equipment to 14 states.

Apparently, Kansas officials wanted a
single-source contract and didn’t try to find
local vendors, because it was easier and
quicker.

Capt. Mark Bruce, director of emergency
operations for the Kansas Highway Patrol,
told a legislative committee last week that
Fisheralowsa“ one-stopshop” for firedepart-
mentsand emergency management agencies
using the grant money.

Brucesaidthecontract’ s“large-volumeef-
ficiencies’ allow the smallest department to
get thesame price asthelargest.

He noted that Fisher will buy about 30 per-
cent of the equipment, $4.2 million worth,
from Kansas suppliers which include Nex-
TechinLenora.

Whilethat islaudable, that |eaves $9.8 mil-
lion going out of state.

Officials said agencies can use an in-state
bidder if the priceisthe sameor less, but the
program is not set up to actually encourage
that.

Y ou’ dthink stateofficialswould havemore
sense, but apparently not. Y ou’ dthink they’d
haveamarked preferencefor buyingfromtax-
payerswho support them, but apparently not.

Next thingyouknow, they’ Il becontracting
tohavewelfarecalsansweredinIndia.

Oops.

They aready tried that.

No, Kansas government has no faith in or
loyalty toK ansastaxpayers. Fromcall centers
to drivers licenses to fire and emergency
equipment, it seesno valueat all in shopping
with thosewho pay thebills.

And surely there are plenty of tax-paying
businesseswho can supply these needs, even
if thecost isalittlemore.

TheL egidatureneedstocrack downonstate
purchasing. Unlesswe support Kansas busi-
nesses, there' 11 soon beno businessesinKan-
sasto pay taxesor support the state.

Kansas, asthe saying goes, needs to dance
with the onewho brung her.

Andthat meansastrong preferencefor buy-
ing at home. —SeveHaynes

Takemeout totheball game

Y ou have to appreciate rea art- €

istry, even when it’s on the other
team.

That' spart of thefun of baseball.

We went to the game the other
night, and the Rockieswere awful.
They blew a6-2lead, thenlostinthe
10thinning. They fluffedtheir only
double play chance. Rookie out-
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By SteveHaynes

schaynes@nwkan&as.com)

fielderslet theball drop.
Hey, it' sSeptember, andtheteam
isway out of it.

But Eric Gangewasphenomenal. VinnieCastilla.

neyman power hitter. So did their
best clutch hitter, third baseman

Best to remember him asthe guy
who completed ano-hitter infrigid
weather after atwo-hour raindel ay.

GangeistheLos Angeles Dodg-
ers closer, thespecialistinshutting
out theninthinningthat every team
needsthese days.

AndGangeisvery goodat hisjaob,
thoughyouwouldn’tknow it by his
salary, amere $550,000 thisyear.

He' syoung. He' |l beafreeagent
soon, ready to move up to say $7
million ayear, or more. And well
worth the money.

Gange' sfastball screamsinat 98
to 99 mph. Hardly anyonecanhitit.

Then there’s his changeup. It
floatsover theplate at, oh, 88.

Lotsof pitchersget their fastball
inat 85.

If he has another pitch, hedidn’t
need it Friday.

Grownmen, mgjor leaguehitters,
whiffed at hispitches.

They say the hardest thing to do
insports, themost difficult, isto hit
amajor league fastball. The guy
who said that probably hadn’t seen
Gange.

He' sjustapup, of course, 27 years
old. He'sin hisfifth major league
season, and his second as a closer.
In two years, he's “saved” 107
games and blown just three oppor-
tunities.

Some days, somebody may be
ableto hit Gange. Not Friday.

Todd Helton, the Rockies' All-
Star, Hall-of -Fame-candidate first
baseman struck out.

Sodid Jeremy Burnitz, their jour-

They swunglateonthechangeup,
early on the fastball. They looked
likelittleleaguers, reachingfor low,
slow ones.

Maybe Gange will wear hisarm
out. Right now, he can pitch.

Not so for the Dodgers' starter,
Hidio Nomo, the Japanese wonder
who pitched the first no-hitter at
CoorsField afew yearsago.

Back withtheDodgers, but never
up to hisold form, Nomo couldn’t
findtheplate. Hewasout of therein
the second, which was kind of sad
tosee.

Some nightsare like that. Nomo
was, inhisprimeyearsin Japan and
withLosAngeles, asgoodastarting
pitcher as you see. Friday, he was
servingup 85 mphfastballsthat any-
body (on amajor league roster, at
|east) could hit.

Friday, the Rockies got a good
start out of Jamie Wright, then sent
in their alleged closer, Shawn
ChaconfromGreeley, Colo., tofin-
ish the game. Tied 6-6 in when he
camein, thegamegot away.

Technically, it wasn't ablown
save because the Rocks weren't
winning. Butfanshavetakentocall-
ing Chacon “the uncloser.”

WhileGangestandsuptherewith
Rob Nen and Trevor Hoffman,
Chacon seems destined for middle
relief.

Maybe the Rockies could hire
Gange when he is on the market.
Their record with expensive pitch-
ers has been poor, but they sure
coulduseacloser. Andabullpen, for
that matter.

Ah, asthey say inChicago, “Wait
until next year.”

Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and

expect readersto dolikewise.

Wedo not publishform ettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vateindividualsor businesses.
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Hikewasnolaesurdydroll

Itwasthelast day of our Colorado
vacation and Stevewasdetermined
to get up to Phoenix Park.

We had been taking walks most
every day.

We had walked on the roads
aroundthearea, upthedlightincline
of the Forest Service trail on the
other side of theriver and up a
steeper, but not too difficult trail,
several milesaway.

Theonething all those hikeshad
incommonwasthey lastednomore
thanan hour from hopping out of the
car to hopping back in.

Phoenix Park would be longer
and steeper.

We hadn'’t hiked up that trail in
severa years. Now itwastimetotry
itagain.

Wegrabbed our pack, whichcon-
tainswaterproof matches, slickers,
amirror and aForest Service map.
We added lunch, water and our
books.

We would walk up to the park,
picnic, read for awhile and walk
back.

The trail is steep, rocky and
crossesseveral creeks. Ittook usan
hour to go the four miles up to the
park. On the way up we met some
hikers from Texas. They said they
had gone up to the 10-mile marker
but were returning before the
weather setin.

Well, yes, there were clouds

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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forming over the mountains. But
then again, clouds form over the
mountains every day. We had our
pack. Wehoped wewere prepared.

By thetimewereached the park,
weboth wished that we hadn’t cho-
sentowear shortsand T shirts. How-
ever, we had brought long-sleeved
shirtsasbackupsand soon put them
on.

We picnicked in agrove of trees
that gave us some protection from
thewindbut didn’t bother to get out
thebooks. Assoon asthelast biteof
sandwichwasdevoured andthelast
bit of trash stowed, we started back
down.

It usually takes about the same
amount of time to go down the
mountainasup—inthiscaseitwas
an hour’ strip up.

However, wefound that wewent
considerably faster downhill asthe
rainstartedtofall. It never got heavy
enough to break out the slickers,
whichtendtobesmelly and uncom-

fortable. But, it gave us a sense of
urgency wedon't usually have.

It was the kind of storm that you
hear about in the mountains. The
kind of storm that drops a foot of
snow on unprepared, short-and-T-
shirt-wearing hikers.

Wemadeitdownthemountainin
alittleunder 50 minutesand back tc
town beforetherain started in ear-
nest.

It never did snow, although later
wefoundthat theforecast calledfor
possibleflurries.

Thenext morning wefound frost
on the truck and ice on the dog’ s
water bowl.

My mother warned me about
Colorado when she studied copies
of thenewspaper wewere planning
tobuy.

“Y ou don’ t want to movethere,”
shesaid pointingtotheweather col-
umn. “It freezesin July and Au-
gust.”

Mother alwaysdid know best.

|t’sreal wor k towor k onhome

When Jim goesto work (at least
for the past few weeks), hestepsout
the back door, crosses 30 feet of
lawn, and goes in our other house
next door.

Since finishing his last house-
buildingjobhehasbeenworkingon
ours. The new kitchen space has
been sheetrocked, textured, painted,
the cabinetry started and lighting
installed.

But just because Jim is working
on our place doesn’t mean heisn’t
“working.” Heistheking of multi-
tasking. If he doesn’t have about
threedifferent projectsgoing at the
sametime, hethinkshe' sbeinglazy.

Duringthepast week, hehasbuilt
doorsfor my cabinetswhilemaking
doorsforafriend’ scabinets. Hehas
rebuilt themotor on hisbelt sander,
made banners for the church,
worked on his sermon, overhauled
my vacuum cleaner, preached afu-
neral, took our calves to market,
taught Sunday school, installed
doorsat our daughter’ shouse, made
apot roast dinner, and probably lots
morestuff | don’t evenknow about.

No need to wonder when he sits
downatnightandsays,“I’mastired
asif | workedall day.”
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As anews reporter, you're sup-

posed to maintain a“ professional

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com

~
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distance.” Y ou are not supposed to
getinvolvedinastory —justreport
it. Saturday, | covered a story that
would challenge any hard-corere-
porter to stay distanced from.

A young woman from a small
towninaneighboring county, who
wasintheReady Reserves, hadbeen
recalled for active duty. That'sin-
teresting, but not thereal story. The
real story isthat shehadtoleavenot
only her husband but her 4-year-old
and 4-month-old sons. | had ahard
timekeepingthetearsout of my eyes
long enough to focus the camera
while this family bade each other
farewell, for how long they do not
know.

Y ou can debate the rightness or
wrongness of this young mother
going off to war. But the fact re-
mains: she did. And, more impor-
tantly, she did it honorably and
proudly.

Shesaid, “ Thisisthehardest thing
I’ve ever done. But | haveto. The
Army wouldn’'t have called me if
they didn’t need me. | want my sons
tobeproud of me.”

Andthat, ladiesand gentlemen, is
thecaliber of young peoplethat will
be the leaders of tomorrow. She,
unselfishly, put the demands of her
country aboveher personal desires.
| believe she and her family repre-
sent the best of what makes this
country great. We, as a country,
should offer acollective and heart-
felt, “Thank you.”

(From theBibI@
\__ J

Pleasantwordsareasahon-
eycomb, sweet tothesoul, and
health to the bones. Proverbs
16: 24

Honor Roll
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Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer -
ald:

Kansas: JohnK. Gallentine, Wil-
liamLaSalle, Clayton; Wilbur Hix,
Tim Leffler, Stan Miller, Greg
Long, Robert Strevey, Norcatur;
R.W. Johnson, Brad Erickson,
Rexford; Don Kump, Kingman;
WandaSchuhs, L eoti; Rex Vernon,
Independence; Marilyn Hatch,
Lawrence; Alfred Wahlmeier,
Hugoton; Gary Fisher, Atwood,;
Lawrence Miller, Dresden; Clyde
Vernon, Frontenac; Brad DeK night,
Auburn; Dr. Kurt Fredrickson,
Saling; Norma J. Lewis, Fred Mc-
Kee, Donald Arnold, Hoxie; Trista
Ploussard, Alice Urban, Colby;
WadePloussard, Emporia; Marilyn
Henke, Manhattan; EldaCampbell,
Selden; K.D. Sowers, Sharon
Springs; Mrs. Donna Fisher Reist,
Olathe; Phillip Ritter, Jay Kump,
Leroy Brown, Hays SRS Office,

Hays; Gene Overmiller, Marcia
Emig, Goodland; Jay Kump, Will-
iam Nelson, Warren Tacha, Jen-
nings; Sondra Barnett, Rexford;
John Faber, Brewster; VidaPerrill,
Gerald D. Brown, Delpha Stein-
metz, Norton; Larry Wolfe, Dianne
Waldo, Overland Park; Bard Claar,
Chuck Johnson, Marilyn Linn,
Wichita; EImaL eeErickson, Harlan
Grafel, Larry Anderson, Herndon;
Thomas Hunter, McPherson; C.G.
Holliday, St. Francis; Dan Shuler,
Jetmore; Walter Moore, South
Hutchinson; Trista Ploussard, Ed-
wardMiller, Colby; Burrell’ s/L uce,
Topeka; Lindsay Martin, Lawrence;
LonnieMorford, Burlingame; Elsie
Hayes, Hutchinson;

Oberlin: Thelma Spiers, Lyn
Reynolds, Jack Lamb, Gary Meitl,
Kevin Schiessler, Decatur County
Farm Service Agency, Ralph La-
Sdlle, MikeColeman, DaveM cGee,
Brian Simonsson, Lairy Goltl,

ThaineEmahizer, Warren Weibert,
Bill Goodnight, Steve Nelson,
Bernadine Fred, Evelyn Olson,
Dennis Sloan, Melvin Smalberger,
Ivah Alexander, Dick Kelley, Irene
Fringer, Dan Grafel, Verna Mae
Anderson, Mike Coleman, Jim
Hollowell, Sandra Weigel, Bill
Matchett, Bob Fraker, Esther Carl-
son, Neva Townsend, Norman
Gallentine, Lawrence Wenger,
MyrtleWaldo, MartinMay, Ronald
Bryan, Elden Anderson, Janice
Cundiff, Fern Mapes, Chris May,
Marion Wenger, Marvin May,
Merlou Robinson, Henry Edgett,
Wilbur May, Mabel Kennedy, Cecil
Hess, Kirk Ulery, Earl Winder,
Alyce Avery, Darlene Hilton, Joe
Dejmal, Bill Sauvage, Norman
Wendelin, David Simpson, Frieds
Goetze, Bart Snyder, Wurm Inc.,
Jerry Lohoefener, Stuart Henzel,
WarrenWeibert, D.C.H.S. Library,
USD 294 and Don Claussen.



