THE OBERLIN HERALD O I I

SectionB

I The feature page about interesting

B people, places and thingsto do
Wednesday, September 15, 2004

THE SECON D PRAIRI E CHAPEL CH U RCH (above), shown in1905, TheSunday School class(bel ow) of Dorothy Chambersin1962included(from
was constructed by Redman-Paddock Lumber Co. of Oberlin after thefirst left, front) Audry Johnson and Joyce Cathcart, and (second row) Cynthia
church was destroyed by atornado. This church was destroyed by fireof an  Bogart, Debbie Tally and Nancy V otapka.

unknownoriginonJuly 19, 1938. Thepresent churchwascompletedin 1954.

hurch members
will calebrate
100year sof s3vioes

By MARY LOU OL SON

The 100th anniversary of the
founding of Prairie Chapel Church
will be observed on Sunday, Sept.
26, at the church in Harlan Town-
ship, northeast of Oberlin.

Theworshipserviceat 10:45a.m.
will befollowed by anoonmeal pro-
vided by the United Methodist
Women. The DCHS Singers will
entertain at aprogramat 1:15 p.m.,
which include reminiscing by
former pastorsand members, enter-
talnment and an anniversary cake.

The church was organized in
1904 by agroup of United Brethren
workers. They werehaving Sunday
School servicesat theLocust Grove
School, formerly called the Miller
School, and the official board in-
cluded Grant Cathcart, D.J. Coulter,
N.E. David, GeorgeWelchand John
Moss.

The first church building was
built by Mr. Coulter onland donated
by Mr. David wherethe church re-
mainstoday. Thefirst buildingwas
dedicatedin 1904.

Lessthan ayear later, thechurch
wasdestroyed by atornado on May
9, 1905, when William Thompson
was pastor.

Ethel Railsback of Oberlin said
that her father, the late Clyde
Cathcart, told her that hewaswork-
ing in the field southeast of the
church and saw the cloud coming.
She said he unhitched the team of
horsesand rushed homeand heand
his mother, Lenora Cathcart, hur-
riedly put theminthebarn.

The following spring, a new
buildingwasbuilt by Redman-Pad-
dock Lumber Co. of Oberlin and
dedicated in May.

Attimes, attendancewassosmall
and the interest so slight that it
seemed almost uselessto maintain
an organization. However, afaith-
ful few, including Mr. and Mrs.
Grant Cathcart, Mrs. Frank Arnold,
Mr. and Mrs. David, Mr. and Mrs.
Coulter, and Mr. and Mrs. Ed
Y eakle, kept the church alive.

Nomatter how few werein atten-
dance, Mrs. Cathcart would say,
“Let’'s have Sunday School any-
way.”

Anoldfinancia report dated Jan.
12, 1910, shows amount raised,
$39.90; amount paid out, $39.89,
balance on hand, .01.

For a short time, the church did
close, but it was reorganized in
1922, withtheassistanceof theRev.
Kipple, the pastor at Kanona. The
Rev. Ralph Walters, who camein
1923, wasthefirst regular minister
after thereorganization.

In1925, Prairie Chapel becamea
member church of the Methodist

Churchandtheproperty wasdeeded
to the Methodist conference.

Lightningstruck thebuilding, and
church furnishings were stolen at
onetime, but attendance remained
highand enthusiasm strong. At one
time, Ellen Anthony reported hav-
ing 60in her classof young people.

Disaster struck againonthemorn-
ing of July 19, 1938, when the
church was destroyed by fire of an
unknown origin. Thecongregation
was once again without abuilding,
but thespiritof Christianfellowship
remained. Whileanew churchwas
under construction, services were
held at the Decatur School, a half
mile east of the church.

Two months later, a basement
wasdugfor anew churchanditwas
dedicated on Nov. 20, 1938. Ser-
vicescontinuedinthebasement un-
til the summer of 1954.

In 1953, the Rev. O.G. Brown,
and Sunday School Superintendent
Dorothy Chambersarrangedfor ser-
vicesin Vallonia School whilethe
present church was constructed on
thebasement. Thechurchisunique
inthat eachtimethey hadtorebuild,
the church was without debt at the
dedication.

Thefirst coupleto be married in
thenew buildingwere Joy Cathcart,
daughter of Shirley and Bessie
(Coulter) Cathcart, and Chuck
Votapka, son of Guy and Helen
Votapka.

After the Kanona Methodist
Church was disorganized in the
early 1950s, a number of families
cameto Prairie Chapel. Thechurch
washonoredwiththeRural Church
of the Year Award in 1963 during
the conference meeting in
Hutchinson.

For a number of years, Prairie
Chapel and the Immanuel United
Churchof Christ of Herndon shared
apastor. Inmorerecent years, Prai-
rie Chapel has been served by the
pastor of the Oberlin United Meth-
odist Church.

The Sunday School, United
Methodist Women, VacationBible
School and youth group have been
integral partsof the congregation.

Pastorswhohaveserved sincethe
50th anniversary include: Mr.
Brown, Wesley Davis, Bob Adams,
Omer G. Tittle, JamesGlover, Dale
Clare, H. Gene Shoemaker, Mike
Keating, David Randall, Gary
Fisher and the present pastor, Doug
Hasty.

Five generations of the Grant
Cathcart family, which included
Shirley and Virgil Cathcart, Joyce
(Cathcart) Rippe, and daughter,
Alyssa Marie, have been active
membersof Prairie Chapel.

Present members of the trustee
and finance committee are Pam
Wilson, Virgil Cathcart, Melvin
Smalberger, Bart Snyder, Cheryl
Metcalf, Paul Uehlin, Annette
Snyder, Virgil Lafferty and Lynn
Rippe.

The administrative council in-
cludes Tracy Uehlin, lay leader;
Nadene Lafferty, recording and
membership secretary; Rowena
Cathcart, treasurer; Charissa Huff,
camping coordinator; and LaVern
Rippe, lay delegate to annual con-
ference.

AngieWilsonispianist and Mrs.
Metcalf organist. Mrs. Wilson is
president of United Methodist
Women; Ethel Railsback, vice
president; Phyllis Metcalf, secre-
tary; and Rowena Cathcart, trea-
surer.

“We started going to Prairie
Chapel Churchinabout 1963,” Mrs.
Wilson said. “We thought it was
important for our children to go to
the church their schoolmates were
attending andtobecomemoreapart
of theneighborhood....

“Thedetermination of thepeople
of PrairieChapel tokeepthe church
open and serving the community
throughmany hardshipsthroughthe
years impressed us. In the 1960s,
one minister gave us about five
years before he thought the church
would be closed.

“Theupdatingandmodernization
of the church, putting in water and
bathroom facilities, updating the
kitchen, remodelingthe front of the
church, refinishing pews, gettingan
electronicorgan, stainedglasswin-
dows, madeby Coleen Rippe—all
these projectswitheveryonework-
ing together bringsuscloser.

“Prairie Chapel islikefamily. We
enjoy the family nights, picnics,
trick or treat for UNICEF,
ballgames, and scavenger hunts. |
think one of the most treasured
things for me is seeing everyone
kneeling at the altar to take com-
munion.”

Anniversary plates, which show
the second and present churches,
will beavailableat the celebration.
Thepublicisinvited.

“| am excited about serving the
Prairie Chapel United Methodist
Churchasthey celebrate100years,”
Pastor Hasty said. “ For many, their
family history iswoven into this
congregation. They have a good
heritage and a strong faith. Itisa
delight to bewith them.

“Onething| likeabout thechurch
isthat they enjoy gettingtogether for
fellowshipeight or ninetimesayesr,
just because they enjoy being to-
gether.”
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THE PRESENT BUILDING of the Prairie Chapel Church (above) was
dedicated on May 30, 1954. It was built over the basement, which had been
used by thecongregationsince1938. AlyssaRippe, (bel ow) daughter of Lynn
and Joyce (Cathcart) Rippe, represented thefifth generation of charter mem-
ber Grant Cathcart’ sfamily at her baptismin Oct. 7, 1990, at Prairie Chapel.




