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* Nursnghome

numbers
haveincreased

(Continued from Page 1A)
fair last month. Of 93 surveysfilled
out, 88 people said they were satis-
fied with health care services here,
two were not and two did not mark
anything.

While some peopledidn’t go out
of townfor health care, otherstravel
up to 500 miles, she said.

Of theservicespeoplerequested,
four wanted a dermatologist, five
dental, two aneurologist, onerheu-
matologist, one radiation therapy,
two an oncologist, six an orthope-
dist, two agynecol ogist, oneapsy-
chiatrist, oneagero-pysch, two for
ear, noseand throat, oneretinal eye
surgery, onefor cardiologist, onefor
diabetes, two for dialysis and six
asked for assisted living.

Good Samaritan Administrator
Jani ce Shobe said she didn’t know
how accurate the numberswerefor
assisted living becauseit wasafill-
in-the-blank question, andif people
asked what they meant, she would
say “likeassisted living.”

The group discussed whether
they need to look into assisted liv-
ing for the area. Margae Wilson,
chief nursing officer at Cedar Liv-
ing, said it seemsthat a number of
people are moving closer to their
kids and going to a nursing home
their instead of staying in a home
town.

Mrs. Shobesaidnursinghomeuse
iscyclical. Whodoweneedto mar-
ketto?sheasked. Thosepeoplewho
are living here, or those kids who
don’tlivehere, but their parentsdo.

Mrs. Wilson said she thinks
people want to stay around their
doctor, so where they goto ahome
candependonwherethey seeadoc-
tor.

The market for assisted living
needs to be evaluated, said Mrs.
Doeden. Wouldyou putit at anurs-
ing home home, at Wheat Ridge or
atanew building?Theproblemwith
putting it at a nursing home is that
neither hasthe room right now.

Theideaof building anew facil-
ity wasbrought up, but Mrs. Doeden
askedwherethemoney wouldcome
from. Wasn’t the idea of Wheat
Ridgetoleavethe spacetothewest
of the building to add on? someone
asked.

Health Administrator Marilyn

Gamblinsaidinthelast few weeks,
she has had several people ask her
about prices for the homes. Both
administrators said they would get
her pricelistings.

The company that built Wheat
Ridge, said Commissioner Doyle
Brown, is bankrupt. Are there any
grantsavailablefor assistedliving?
he asked.

Mr.Brownsaid hehatestoask the
taxpayers to foot the bill if the
county doesn’t evenknow if thefa-
cility will befilled.

If theprojectisdonewithgrant or
foundation money, said Mrs.
Doeden, the agencies with money
usualy liketo know what the exact
cost of thefacility isgoing to be.

Mrs. Shobe said she would look
for some numbers on how much it
would cost per bed or per square
foot. Thenthedecisioncanbemade
if itissomething thegroupwantsto
pursue, shesaid.

LaVern Burtis, maintenance su-
pervisor at Good Samaritan, said
outsideof thepeoplewhowant den-
tal care, assisted living isthe only
thing the group can do anything
about because of the numbers. He
said the county needsto keep what
it has.

Commissioner Brown asked if
the doctors think assisted living is
needed. They really have com-
mentedonit, saidMrs. Doeden. One
has said they have a couple of pa-
tientswhocoulduseassistedliving,
she said, but it is up to the patients
on what they will do. She said she
doesn’t think it isabad ideato in-
vestigateit.

The community isgoing to have
to get together and get people to
move back here. Health care can’t
doitall.

Mr. Burtis said it is bigger than
that; there needs to be jobs for
peoplewho move back here.

If part of thegoal istocreatemore
jobs, said Mrs. Shobe, assisted liv-
ingisn't real labor intensive. If the
county islookingfor somethinglike
that, agero-psychfacility, geriatric
psychiatric, would need more
people.

Thegroup decidedtomeettotalk
about what they find about assisted
living at 10 am. on Tuesday, Oct.
26.

Beer feechanged
with new city ordinance

The Oberlin City Council ap-
proved an ordinance Thursday to
allow businessesthat haveaperma-
nent beer licenseto purchasean off-
premise license for afee of $50 a
year, rather than $50 eachtimethey
have an event to cater.

In August, Mick Barth, owner of
theRe-Load, askedif theordinance
could be changed. In the past, li-
cense holders had to pay $50 for
each off premise permit.

Under thenew ordinance, license
holdersstill haveto get apermit ap-
proved by thecouncil for eachevent.

PoliceChief WadeL ockhart said
heislooking at government grants
for police equipment. Hesaid heis
tryingtofindaninfrared devicethat
will helpthedepartment catchjuve-
nileswho run away fromthe Sappa
Valley Youth Ranch.

He said Colby got agrant on a
hand-held device that normally
costs$15,000. Basically, hesaid, he
would like to have a better chance
of finding the boysfrom the ranch.

In other business, the council:

« Selected City Administrator
Gary Shike as the voting delegate
and Mayor Ken Shobe asthe alter-
nate for the upcoming L eague of
Kansas Municipalitiesannual con-
ference.

* Heard that the swimming pool
had closedfor theseason. Mr. Shike
said he talked with Water's Edge
Aquatic Designandthey will beout
thisweek to inspect the pool.

« Heard that the Decatur County
commissioners agreed to give the

Benefit planned

The Oberlin Business Alliance
will be grilling up atailgate party
beforetheRed Devil football game
on Friday, Sept. 17.

The supper will startat 5p.m. in
the parking lot at the high school.
Onthemenu arepork burgers, pol-
ish sausages and soda.

city $2,000towardstheoperation of
the pool for next year.

 Talked about a meeting about
the statewide el ectric transmission
systemnext Wednesday, whichMr.
Shike hasbeen invited to attend.
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VOLUNTEERING TO WORK the football game from the sidelines, pharmacist Kurt
Vollertsen talked with hardware store owner Joe Stanley at half-time on Friday. The men

joked that they were* half-zebras” because of their officials' vests.
— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

Pharmacist recavesaward

Ward Drug Store, on Main Street
indowntown Oberlin, hasreceived
theGood Neighbor Pharmacy Com-
munity Service Award.

Kurt Vollertsen, owner of the
drugstorefor 25yearsasof thefirst
of theyear, wasinLasVegasinJuly
toreceivetheaward.

Mr.Vollertsensaidheisaffiliated
with the Good Neighbor Pharmacy
group through hisdrug wholesaler,
AmericourceBergen. Eachyear the
wholesaler givesout awardsinfour
categories, for pharmacist of the
year, pharmacy of theyear, commu-

nity serviceand programimplemen-
tation.

Mr.Vollertsensaidtheawardrec-
ognizeshisinvolvementincommu-
nity affairs,including servingonthe
Oberlin School Board andtheOber-
lin City Council, the Oberlin Busi-
ness Alliance, and being aconsult-
ant at both nursing homes and the
hospital.

Hehasalso had an activerolein
upgrading the golf course.

Dave Schenck, national director
for Good Neighbor Pharmacies,
saidMr.Vollertsensetsanexample

for otherstofollow.

It is quite an honor, said Mr.
Vollertsen.

Therewere six pharmacieshon-
ored throughout the nation at the
conference. Mostwereonthecoasts
and considerablelarger. They have
drive-throughs, restaurantsand are
just bigger.

He said hiswasn’t the smallest
pharmacy, though;. There was one
that wassmaller.

Mr.Vollertsensaidthisisthefirst
timehehasrecelved anaward from
Good Neighbor Pharmacies.

* Teacher wantstoreturntoclass

(Continued from Page 1A)

Therearetwowaystolook at this
situation, hesaid. Hecanworry and
whine about losing one eye, or be
thankful that heisn’t blind. He can
cry about his broken back or be
happy that heiswalking.

Mr. Andersen said the positive
approach isbetter.

Asateacher, heworkswith kids
all day. Peopleawaystell thesekids
that whenthingsget tough, they just
havetogoalittleharder, hesaid. He
isjust going alittle harder.

Mr. Andersen said the commu-
nity and hisfamily have been abig
help. Hisfather, Jim Andersen, has
been driving him around, making
sure he takes his medications and
has been around to just talk. His
kids, Clay, 7thgrade, and Denae, 4th
grade, have been great. They came
tothehospital right away toseehim
and then, he said, he called them
from Omahawhen he was able to.

Thekidsnever complainabout help-
ing himout, said Mr. Andersen.

People in town have been great,
hesaid. Itistoo bad, hesaid, that a
person hasto get anew nose, abro-
ken back and acrushed facetoreal-
izehow many good peoplethereare
around here.

Each day, he said, one of hisfel-
low teachers brings out dinner him
and hisfather. It hasbeenabighelp
not having toworry about cooking.

SaraFredricksonhasbeen substi-
tuting for Mr. Andersen. He said
they talk every night and figure out
thelesson plans.

Mr. Andersen teaches technical
draftingandindustrid arts. Heisthe
assistant football and wrestling
coach and head junior high wres-
tling coach. Heisalso the assistant
athleticsdirector.

The kids from the school have
been calling and stopping by. Mr.
Andersen said talking to the stu-
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dentshelpslift the spirits.

“The sooner | can get back to
teaching,” he said, “the happier |
will be.”

Theonly thing holding him back
from returning to work, he said, is
that hewearsout quickly.

Hesaid heisjust playing lifeday
by day, but hewould liketo try go-
inginhalf aday or acouplehoursat
first.

Mr. Andersensaid heappreciates
everything everyone has done. He
hopes people won't stop calling or
stopping by, because he looks for-
wardtoit.

Hesaid heisn’t aregular church
goer, butisastrongbelieverinGod,
and he praysin the morning and at
night. That helpshim deal with his
problemsand pains.

“Sometimes,” saidMr. Andersen,
“life throws you a curve, and you
can either whine about it or take it
instrideand get going.”

* Clty
talks
lagoons

(Continued from Page 1A)
said Mr. Monaco, is around $3.5
million, morethanif thecity built g
mechanical plant.

Userswould haveto pay amini-
mum charge of $28 a month,
whether thecity borrowsthemoney
fromthestaterevolvingloanfundor
the U.S.. Department of Agricul-
ture.

If the city can gets a $400,00C
grant and borrows the rest of the
money from the state, he said, the
average monthly user rate will be
around $25.84. With amechanical
plant, hesaid, thoughtheinitial cost
might beless, thecity would haveto
put aside money to replace equip-
ment asit breaksdown.

Withalagoon, the city may have
to pay to remove sludge from the
bottom after awhile. The city can
decideif they wanttoputinagrinder
beforethe sewage goesthrough the
lift station, hesaid. That would cost
about $80,000, butitisnot arequire-
ment.

City Foreman Dan Castlesaid he
is against lagoons. Agencies will
start to crack down onlagoons, just
likethey haveonmechanical plants,
hesaid. Unlessthe city can do ato-
tal retention lagoon system, there
will have to be mechanical items
added to it to make the discharge
meets standards.

Mr. Monaco said thelagoon sys-
tem has to have enough volume tc
hold waste water for 120 days, al-
though out hereexpertsrecommenc
thewaste be held for 180 days.

Any time a city discharges, he
said, they areat themercy of others.
If the rules change on discharging
lagoon systems, then the city has
two choices. They can add cellstc
makeit atotal retention or they can
add mechanical equipment.

To avoid worrying about what i<
coming down theroad, he said, the
best way to goistotal retention, but
itisthemost expensive.

Mr. Castle said if the council
wants to reclaim the water and use
it somewhere, which is something
they have talked about in the past,
they will have to put mechanical
equipment in. The lagoon system
also could besmelly, hesaid.

Mr. Monaco saidtwiceayear the
lagoonswill turnover andthat might
cause an odor, but it shouldn’t be
like what the city has experienced
fromtheold plant.

The biggest advantage to the la-
goonsystemisthesavingsinopera-
tion and management, he said.

Mr. Monaco said the council
didn’ t haveto decideat themeeting
but said the grant writing process
needs to start, so the city needsto
choose agrant administrator.

Thecity approved that.

Thecouncil askedfor somenum-
berson compl eteretentionand how
much extra land they would need.
Mr. Monacosaidit would probably
costthecity closeto$4.5millionfor
complete retention. He said he
wouldget thenumbersthey wanted.

Thecouncil agreedthat they were
interestedin publiccomment onthe
issue.



