THE OBERLIN HERALD

75¢ (tax included; 54¢ delivered at home)

16 Pages, 2 Sections

Wednesday, September 29, 2004

126th Y ear, Number 39

Orncrops
will yied
something

Fall harvest looksto be
better thanlast twoyears

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Corn harvest isjust around the
corner, and although the yields
might not be what farmers wanted
to get out of the crop, there will be
something to cut in many fields.

Karol Evans, general manager of
the Decatur Co-op Association, said
farmers have brought in some soy-
beans and corn, and alittle bit of
milo and sunflowers, but harvest
hasn’t really started yet. It should
gear upinthenext coupleof weeks,
hesaid.

Fall harvest will be 40 to 50 per-
cent of normal, Mr. Evans said.
Some corn fields have been cut for
silage already.

Thisyear at the co-op, said Mr.
Evans, they waited until the last
minuteto get ready for harvest. He
said hethinksthecropwill bemini-
mal and the elevators should have
adegquateroomin every location to
hold what isbrought in.

Ty Gerlits, Agrilianceagronomy
production specialist, said harvest
andtheyieldsaregoingtovary quite
a bit across the county, even from
field to field. Thereis going to be
some corn picked despite the dry
weather a midsummer, hesaid.

In some areas, theyields are go-
ing to be better than last year, he

added, and in some, worse. There
aresomeplacesoutsideof Jennings
where there are corn plants, but no
earsset on.

Hesaid hethinksalot of farmers
aregoingtopick thecornandfinda
decentfield, otherswill thinkitisn't
worthit. Mr. Gerlitssaid for insur-
ance reasons, though, people are
going to haveto pick the crop.

“1don’tthink itwill beabinbuster
thisyear,” hesaid. “| hopeitis, but
don'tthink it will be.”

Way downinthesoutheast part of
the county, he said, someone har-
vested 25t0 30 bushel-an-acrecorn,
well below normal. Thisyearisgo-
ing to be way down, he said, but it
still hasthepotential of being better
than last year.

Farmershave cut somefieldsfor
silage in the county, he said, but
most of those who did arethe ones
whodoeveryyear. Hesaidhedidn't
think any more farmers cut for si-
lage this year than last year. Some
farmerswhonormally cut fieldsfor
silage may have taken more fields
than normal, he said.

Brian Olson, Kansas State Uni-
versity extension agronomist in
Colby, said hethought about onein
four or oneinfivefieldswill make

(See CORN on Page 10A)

Steady rainfall
delaysplanting,
but welcomesight

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Streetsfilledwithwater, thegrass
got alittle greener, farmers took
time out of their fields and wheat
startedtosprout last week astherain
fell acrossthearea

Oberlinreceived .66 of aninch of
rain last Tuesday and another 1.10
inches last Wednesday. Although
somefarmershadyettogetintotheir
fieldstoplant wheat, andit madefor
acool day, noonewascomplaining
about the moisture.

Brian Olson, Kansas State Uni-
versity extension agronomist, said
beforetherain, farmershad planted
from 10 to 20 percent up to athird
of their wheat, and then they had to
wait.

He said everyoneisthankful for
the rain, but it may mean some
changesfor planting. Farmers may
want to increasetheir seeding rates
10to20 poundsper acreif they don’t
get to plant for two to three weeks,
hesaid.

He said some of the guys were
waiting until theend of September,
but the rain might delay that.

“When plantingwheat late,” Mr.
Olson wrote in his column this
week, “itisalwaysbetter toplanttoo

much than not enough, becauseitis
difficulttopredict what theweather
isgoingtodo.”

Randy Coleman, ameteorol ogist
with the National Weather Service
in Goodland, said an unusual
weather situation which lasted 36
hourshad been caused by aninflux
of moisturefromtheGulf of Mexico
and the subtropical Pacific Ocean.
He said that moisture hung around
inthemidtohighlevelsof theatmo-
sphere. Then acold front from the
northwest stalled over theareainthe
low levels. The combination re-
sulted in alift in the atmosphere,
causing moistureinthe upper level
to condense and fall asalight to
moderaterain.

The heaviest amounts were re-
ported along aline from Leoti to
HoxietoOberlinto M cCook, where
2t02 1/2inchesfell.

“Itwasanicerainfal,” said Mr.
Coleman.

Reports from eastern Colorado
showed only a half inch to an inch
fell there. Mr. Coleman said there
was some possibility of thunder-
storms Monday night.

Temperatures, he said, are start-

(SeeRAIN on Page 10A)

Kidstoceebrate
Homecomingweek

ByLIZBOYD
TheDecatur Dictator

Thedaysfor Spirit Week are set,
king and queen candidates named,
the crown bearer and flower girl
chosen, the window and float
themes selected, and now it’ stime
for Homecoming at Decatur Com-
munity High School.

Thisyear’s Spirit Week was de-
cided by the cheerleaders. Monday
found the students and staff still in
their night clothesfor PgjamaDay.
On Tuesday, they were dressed for
Career Day; and sincetoday ispic-
tureday, they areall dressed up for
“Dressyour Best Day.”

Thursday is Greek/Boot Day, so
studentswill bedecked outintogas
or boots.

Friday will be Spirit Day/Shake

your Booty Day.

Thisyear’s float theme, Greek
Mythol ogy, was chosen by the Stu-
dent Council, andthethemefor win-
dow decoratingiscandy, chosen by
the cheerleaders.

Theclasseswill decoratethecaf -
eteriawindowsat the school today.
The traditional homecoming bon-
firewill startat 7 p.m. Thursday, and
afterwards, the classes will as-
semble at the high school to begin
work on their parade floats. They
will finishtheir floats Friday morn-
ing.

Homecoming queen candidates
are Ashley Stragey, Trina Shields,
Molly Coleman, JamieElwoodand

Kim Ketterl. King candidatesare  PAINTING A FOOTBALL PLAY ER onthewindow of theold Social and Rehabilitation
Servicesoffice, Shelli Fortin was hel ping to get the Homecoming spirit going on Sunday in
— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

Gannon Reichert, Andy Anderson,
(See PARADE onPage 10A)

but she didn’t want to have her picturetaken.

Sde
rases
money

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Shoppers came out Saturday
morningtosupport abenefit garage
sale for the Oberlin swimming
pool.

Anna Shaw, a member of the
city’s Pool Commission, said
peoplehavereally pulled together
to support the project.

Many volunteeredto help set up
thegaragesaleintheUnited M eth-
odist Church basement and then
helped cleanit up, shesaid. Others
went through their homes and ga-
ragesto find itemsto donate.

Noneof theitemshad prices, she
said, so shoppers gave what they
thought wasfair, and often some-
thing extra.

At the end of the sale, anything
that wasleft wasgiven away. Mrs.
Shaw saidvolunteerswent through |
every item of clothing and got rid
of anything that was stained or ru-
ined. All the other clotheswent to
theBargain Box Plus.

Thetoyswent to Bev Reiter for
the Oberlin Jaycees, puzzleswent
totheretirement centers, chairsand
exercise equipment went to Sappa
Valley Y outh Ranch and material
and sewing items went to Ruby dump.

Poe. Mrs. Shaw said they called the

Everything that could be used county commissioners about
was sent somewhere, said Mrs. waiving the dump fee. The two
Shaw, and the rest went to the shetalked with said they needed

FINDING SOMEBARGAINBOOKS, LindaStanley (above) got somegood buysand
hel ped the swimming pool fund at abenefit garage sal eon Saturday inthebasement of the

Oberlin United Methodist Church. Hope M cBride, 6, (bel ow) also found some bargains
— Herald staff photos by Cynthia Haynes

towait until the meeting Tuesday

to makethat decision.
Thesale, shesaid, raised around
$2,384.
(See POOL on Page 10A)

downtown Oberlin.

Musaum open
on Saturday

Decatur County’s Last Indian
Raid Museum will come alive on
Saturday for the 46th annual Mini
Sapa Celebration.

Eachyear, themuseum opensfor
aday of free admission, food, fun
and gamesto mark the anniversary
of the 1878 Indian Raid which
marked theend of an erain Kansas.

Thisyear, the county’ s125th an-
niversary is being celebrated. The
museum will be entering afloat in
the parade Friday afternoon for
homecoming and the county anni-
versary. They planto have an anni-
versary cakefor the county on Sat-
urday after lunch.

Curator Sharleen Wurm said the
day startsat 7 am. with a pancake
feed in the Old Bohemian Hall,
which was moved to the museum
four yearsago. Sincethen, theboard
and empl oyeeshavebeenrestoring
thebuilding.

Thebreakfast will beby donation.

By 8am., abakesalewill startin
theland office. Itwill rununtil all the
goodiesaregone, raisingmoney for
the museum.

Themuseumdoorswill openat 9
a.m. and remain open until 5 p.m.
The museum offers history on the
last Indianraid here, thecounty, pio-
neer families and more. Out build-
ings include a sod house, schoal,
traindepot, grocery store, theBohe-
mian Hall, an old land office, &
doctor’ soffice, fillingstation, agen-
eral merchandise store, annexes, &
livery stable, theprint shopand agift
shop.

Mrs. Wurmsaidthegift shopwill
be open all day so people can stop
in and see new items— and shop.

Games for the kids will be helo
from 10 am. to 3 p.m. on the east
sideof thehall.

Exhibitors will include a bakers
market, blacksmithing and craft
items. Mrs. Wurm said they will be
therefrom9am.to4 p.m. Exhibi-
torswill beset up in the second an-
nex and east of the hall.

From1lam.tolp.m.,therewill
be a pumpkin decorating contest
east of the hall. The charge will be
$1.

(SeeMUSEUM on Page 10A)

Antiques
will be

ondiglay

Antique automobiles, engines,
hot rods and custom vehicles will
roar into town thisweekend for the
24th annual Mini Sappa Antique
Thresher and Engine Show at the
Decatur County Fairground.

Thetwo-day eventisfull of activi-
ties, starting at 9 am. Saturday.

Liane Martin, head of registra-
tion, said the show has something
for thewholefamily. Therewill be
cars, pickups, tractors, stationary
engines, gardentractorsand motor-
cycles. Besidesthat, shesaid, there
will be areally nice quilt show,
craftsand vendors.

For the kids, she said, there will
beacorntank seededwith coinsand
trainrides.

Demonstrations will include &
cornsheller, threshingmachine, sta-
tionary hay baler and more.

Therewill also be agarden trac-
tor pull at 12:30 p.m. She said each
tractorwill pull aweightedsled. The
farther the tractor goes, the more
resistancetherewill be. Bob Steele
of Atwoodisincharge.

Activities offered both days in-
clude a poker run at 1 p.m. and &
paradeat 4 p.m..

On Saturday evening, there will
beahogroast ontheeast sideof the
4-Hbuilding. Mrs. Martinsaidthere
will be entertainment that evening.
Thedinner costs $6 per person.

Thenewest thing thisyear isthat
Jim Marshall, Calvin Ufford anc
Ray Kircher rebuilt a 1949 John
DeereModel A tractorwhichwill be
given away. The tractor paint job
wasdone by Nik Martin.

Admission to the show is $3 for
adults, $.50 for kids.
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*Crop
will
becut

Harvest
to start soon

(Continued from Page 1A)
aharvestable crop thisyear. There
aresomefieldsthat havesomething
inthemandthenthereareothersthat
have nothing.

In Sheridan County, said Mr.
Olson, he' sgetting reportsfrom 20
to 80 bushels an acre on dryland
corn. Eighty bushelsan acreisre-
spectable, headded, but many fields
won't makethat.

In Decatur County, hesaid, there
have been placesthat have made 20
bushelsor less.

August, said Mr. Olson, was re-
alyhardoncorninthisarea. Going
into August, thecropwasgreen, but
then there wasn’t any moisturein
reserve. If the areawould have re-
ceived two inches of rain then,
thingswould be different.

Even without that moisture, said
Mr. Olson, this crop is still better
than the ones the last two years. It
may just be marginally better for
some, but it still isbetter.

Alotof corninthecounty, hesaid,
waschoppedfor silage. Thosefields
were close on making something,
but without the moisture needed in
August the plantsdidn’t makeit.

The plants came up and polli-
nated, hesaid, butthey didn’t getthe
moisture to carry them through on
the devel opment of the kernel.

Compared to normal, said Mr.
Olson, the yields will probably be
down. Thisareadidn’t start togrow
corn until the mid 1990s, he said.
There were some acres of corn be-
forethen, but not many. Inthe mid
'90s, the crop became popular. It
wasdifferent then, becausethearea
was getting rain. Average yields
were 60 to 80 bushel an acre. That
would beareasonable expectation,
hesai d; peoplewould behappy with
that.

The dryland corn this year isn’t
goingtoreachthat, said Mr. Olson,
but still it will be better than it has

* Rain
fills
dredgs

(Continued from Page 1A)
ing to cool off, getting back to nor-
mal for thistime of year. That isin
themid40sat night andthemid 70s
during theday. At the beginning of
October, he said, the temperatures
should drop. We can expect tem-
peratures in the upper 30s at night
and upper 60sto 70sduring theday.

Althoughtherehasbeentalk that
the hurricanes in Florida may be
having some effect on the weather
here, hesaidthat isn’ttrue. Thisre-
cent weather was caused by mois-
ture that drifted up from the south
and west, he said, and theright in-
gredientswerehereto makeit rain.

The areais still in adrought, he
added. Therecent moisturehel ped,
but most placesare still below nor-
mal moisturefor theyear.

Mr. Coleman said hethought the
normal in Oberlin was around 19
inches. The area has received 20.4
inchessofar thisyear.

JENNINGSSTUDENTSCollinLongand DrakeRowhgot want asreading rewards. The school isrunning areadingin-
help from aide Mary Wahlmeier to choosewhichitemsthey centiveprogramfor all students. —Herald staff photo by Kim Davis

Programrewar dsstudentswhoread

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Y oungsterslooked over theglass
case at the Jennings School, check-
ing out the stuff they might be able
totakehome.

Each student had pointsand they
couldusethosepointstobuy prizes,
anything from a Fort Hays State
University license plate to Bratz
stickersto afootball.

Students earned the points read-
ing, inschool and at home, and they

then can usethemto buy prizes.

The Reading Incentive Program
is new at Jennings, though Aide
Mary Wahlmeier said the school
alwayshasdonesomekindof incen-
tive program.

Thisyear, shesaid, all of thestu-
dentsareinvolved from kindergar-
tento seniors.

Eachagegroup setsagoal, either
anindividual oneor asaclass. Each
week, if the goal ismet, they get to

usethe pointsearned for readingto
“buy” aprize.

In the high school, the sopho-
mores, juniorsand seniorsare hav-
ing a contest with the seventh and
eighth graders and freshmen to see
who can read the most.

If thestudentsmeet their goalsby
the end of the semester, said Mrs.
Wahimeier, there will be a school-
wide party.

School secretary Lois Heilman

saidthedistrictisusingfederal read-
ing money to buy prizes, sincethey
arebeing used for rewardsfor kids
who arereading.

Colleges, including the Univer-
sity of Kansas, KansasStateUniver-
sity, Fort Hays State University,
Colby Community College and
Dodge City Community College,
have donated some of the prizes.

Theprizesareondisplayinaglass
case outside the gym.

* Salebrlngsm $2,384for city pool

(Continued from Page 1A)

Thiswasthethird fund raiser for
the pool project sincesummer. The
first was ahamburger feed held by
the lifeguards. Mrs. Shaw said
Raye's Grocery donated the buns
for it and the Oberlin Jaycees
cooked themeat. That raised $300.

ThenRockingRand FideleElec-
tric and Woodcrafting had an auc-
tiontogether.

That broughtin$770. Most of the
bidderswrotetheir checksfor over
what they purchased theitems, she

W|ththethreefund raisers, dona-
tions, aproject towin apainting by
Mrs. Shaw and pledges, the com-
mission hasraised $7,260.

Thatisalongway fromthefinish
linebut shesaid shewantedtothank
everyonewho hasgiven sofar. Part
of the money raised, $500, went to
the pool evaluation. The $500isn't
included inthe $7,260 total.

The commission is looking for
ideasfor fundraisers, shesaid, and
anyonewho hasoneiswelcometo

cometo ameeting.

Mrs. Shaw said sheisstartingthe
process of looking for grants. Al-
most every grant asksfor matching
money fromthecity, andthemoney
raised by volunteerscanbeusedfor
this.

No matter what, she said, the
money will be used to either reno-
vate or remodel the pool.

The pool commission, she said,
wasappointed by the City Council,
but themembersthenrealizedthere
weren' t enough peopleinthegroup.

It has now expanded to Friends of
the Pool, which is anyone who is
volunteering for the project. The
group hasput together anewsl etter.

The Decatur Professional
Women have volunteered to send
thenewsl etter toat least oneal umni
class from Decatur Community
High, hoping to raise some more
donations.

Anyonewantingtodonatemoney
canleaveacheck at the Chamber of
Commerce office, or in acan at
Stanley Hardware.

* Par adewill bedowntown Friday

(Continued from Page 1A)
David Morris, David Barth, Jake
Padgett and L ance Fortin.

The crown bearer is Nashon
Copeland, son of Nathan and An-
gela Copeland, and the flower girl
is Emily Howland, daughter of
Caleb and Sarah Howland.

Thisyear, the 10-year queen is
Jessie (Long) Luck, and the athlete
of the past is Chris Claussen.

Events Friday for the Red Dev-
ilswill start off with an assembly at
1:15p.m., followed by theparadeat
2:30 p.m.

The paradewill start lining up at
theGood Samaritan Center. Unlike
past years, theparadewon'tjustin-
cludethe school. Thehomecoming
parade is also being used to cel-
ebrate the 125th anniversary of
Decatur County.

The county has asked others to
take part in the parade for the anni-
versary.

Theparadewill travel downMain
Street south from the center.

Kickoff for the football game
against the Rawlins County Buffa-
loeswill beat 7 p.m. The Home-

agony of defeat.

the details.

Sports Reporter
wanted

Sports enthusiasts, this
may be your chance to tell
the whole town about the
thrill of winning and the

The Oberlin Herald is
looking for a part-time
sports reporter, so give us a
call at 785-475-2206 for all

EOE m/f/h
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170 S. Penn — Oberlin, Kan. — 785-475-2206
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coming queen will be crowned at
hal ftimeof thegame, whiletheking

will be crowned during the dance
later at the school.

plans
Started

Any groupinDecatur County in-
terested in receiving money from
theannual Seedsof Hope Telethon
needsto sendal etter tothecommit-
teeinthe next few weeks.

Thedeadlineis Friday, Nov. 12.
Each letter needs to state the name
of thegroup and for what the group
plans to spend the money. The
groupsto receive money will then
be selected by thetel ethon commit-
tee.

Last year, the organization gave
money to 16 groups in the county.
L etters should be sent to Seeds of
Hope Telethon, Box 305 Oberlin,
Kan. 67749.

Thecommitteedecided that there
wouldn’t beawalk-a-thonthisyear
but areworking on ideasfor some-
thing toreplaceit.

OnMonday, Dec. 20, thetel ethon
committee will hold a soup supper
downtown to rai se some money.

Anyoneinterested in serving on
the committee should contact Peg
Smithat 475-2296. Thegroup meets
onceamonthandisalwayslooking
for new peoplewho want to help.

The telethon, held in February,
serves as a sort of “united fund”
drivefor Decatur County charities.

*Musaum
funday
Saturday

(Continued from Page 1A)

Lunchwill beserved from 11:3C
am.to1p.m.inthehall. Themenu
includes pork burgers, polish sau-
sages, brats, baked beans, chipsanc
drinks.

From2to3p.m., therewill bean
apple fest, including bobbing for
apples, caramel applesand decorat-
ing apples.

Mrs.Wurmsaid nurseswill beon
hand fromthe Decatur County Hos-
pital to test blood pressuresfree of
charge. They will beset upintheolo
doctor’ soffice.

The Decatur County Ambulance
Servicewill haveits newest ambu-
lance at the museum and will be
doing blood sugar tests. Anyone
who wants to check out the ambu-
lance cantakealook.

Training
tobehdd

Training for new Client Assess-
ment, Referral and Evaluation
(CARE) assessors in northwest
Kansaswill beheld from 8:30 a.m.
to4p.m.onThursday, Oct. 7, at the
board room of the Sunflower Elec-
tricinHays.

For details contact Dick Brown
at (800) 432-7422 or (785) 625-
2037.
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