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By KIMBERLY DAVIS

A small silver locket hangs
around his neck, bouncing alittle
as hislegs pump and get arhythm
going.

Monday morning, Bob Kum-
melehne pulled out of Oberlin on
hisbicyclewithasmileonhisface.
Lookingat him, noonecouldguess
what he had beenthrough, what he
haslost.

CaliforniaBob, asthe other rid-
erscall him, buriedhiswifejustlast
week after shediedfromcancer. A
retired LosAngel esfirefighter, he
had plannedtotaketheridewithhis
wife. Her death didn’t stop him.

Inthelocket, he carries some of
her ashes. Sheiswithhim, hesays,
every part of thejourney.

Joshua Gallo, afireman from
New York, said CaliforniaBobis
oneof 35menwhoareridingfrom
LosAngelesto New York to help
raise money for the New York
Firefighters Widows and Child-
ren’ sFund, whichtakescareof the
wives and kids of firemen who
havedied.

Thegroupisdivided into seven
teams, withfiveridersoneach. The
onethat stayed overnight in Ober-
linon Sunday wasmade up mostly
of firemen from Manhattan. Mr.
Gallosaideachteamwill rideabout
500 miles.

ON U.S. 36 HEADED EAST, Bob Kummelehne (above
left) and Marc Zabatarode out of OberlinonMonday. One
of 35firemen (below right), amanfrom New Y ork, led the

New York firemen
ridetoraisemoney
for widows, kids
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Theridersstayed at the Oberlin
Inn. Before taking off Monday,
they ate at Keeno's, where owner
Kenton Smith made everyone
Brooklyn pizzas.

This team flew into Denver on
Saturday night and then were
driventoldalia, Colo., wherethey
started their leg of thejourney.

They headed out Monday morn-
ing, with plans to stay in Alma,
Neb., that night. Thegroup started
itsjourney inLosAngel eson Sept.
14 and plans to be home in New
Y ork by Oct. 25.

The teams average 86 milesa
day,saidMr.Gallo. Total mileage
for the journey is 3,336, and the
teamshavetraveled around 1,600
milessofar.

The group has corporate spon-
sorstohelpraisemoney. They also
have a web site at www.fdny-

pack. Ontheback of oneof thesupport vehicleswasapaint-
ingtorecall theSept. 11 attacks, inwhichall theNew Y ork
firefighterswereapart. = — Herald staff photos by Kim Davis

crosscountry.org for those who arider or sponsor the event.

want to make adonation, sponsor (SeeRIDERS 0n Page5A)

\Woman planstogivekidney
tosaveher youngest brother
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Anniversary

held early

toavoid winter weather

Decatur County officialsand citi-
zensgot together Friday tocelebrate
the county’ s 125th anniversary.

Although the anniversary of the
county technically isn't until No-
vember, thecommissionersdecided
to celebrate it in conjunction with
Mini Sapa Day at the Last Indian
Raid Museum thisweekend.

The county actually was created
131 yearsago by an act of the state
L egidlature, but was not organized
until 1879. It was named for Com-
modore Stephen Decatur, whowas
born in Sinnepuxent, Md. Capt.
Decatur was commended for gal-
lantry in the War with Tripoli and
later wasahero of theWar of 1812,
when he commanded the U.S.S.
United States.

Afterthewar, Decatur wassenton
amissiontoNorth Africatoendthe
depredationsof the Barbary pirates
andtodemandreparationsfromthe
rulersof Algiers, Tunis,and Tripoli.
He succeeded, and on hisreturn to
theU.S. in 1815 hewas honored at
abanquet, at which heproposed his
famoustoast: “Our country! In her
intercourse with foreign nations,
may she awaysbeintheright; but
our country, right or wrong!”

Commodore Decatur was killed
in aduel with Commodore James
Barron on March 20, 1820.

Thefirstrecordedjourney across
western Kansaswasin 1843 onthe
old Fremont Trail, which crossed
SappaCreek inDecatur County. By
1858therewasastage coachinuse
inthe county.

Officialsjoin
school parade

Decatur County officials
celebrated the county’ s 125th
anniversary Friday with a pa-
rade and cakeon Friday.

Thecounty joinedtheDeca
tur Community High School
homecoming parade, addinga
floatwithcounty officials, plus
an ambulance, fire trucks,
sheriff’s vehicle, road crew
machinery and two semis.

Afterwards, the public was
invitedtomeet onthefirstfloor
of the courthousefor cakeand
punch. The county also had
Decatur County History books
on salefor $100 each.

Thecattletrail known asthe Old
TexasTrail cutthroughwhat isnow
Norcatur. Later, it was moved to
seven miles west of Oberlin. The
trail also wasused by theIndians.

Early Decatur County was de-
scribed by a settler: “The timber
landsrangefrom onequarter toone
half milein width and the general
varietiesare ash, box el der, cotton-
wood, elm and willow.”

There were many streams in the
county, including the Beaver, Prai-
rie Dog, Tom Cat (later called the
Big Timber,) Long Branch and two
forks of the Sappa Creek. Today

(See COUNTY on Page5A)

Resdents, saff

recognizefounder
of Good Sam home

Residents of the Decatur County
Good Samaritan Center celebrated
the organization’s Founders Day
last Wednesday withmorning devo-
tions, aballoon launch, supper and
singers.

TheRev. August J.“ Dad” Hoeger
started the Good Samaritan organi-
zation in 1922, 82 years ago. The
group leases and manages the cen-
ter here, which is owned by the
county.

Residents gathered in the front
roomat 9a.m.tohear Biblepassages
read by employees, listen to the
choir, get ashort history lessonand
honor fiveareaministers.

Lisa Stacy, activities assistant,
said Dad Hoeger wasagreat man of
faithwho had atremendousvision,
not hisvision actually, but God's
vision. Even by the age of 10, she

said, Mr. Hoeger had received the
call toministry.

When he was older, he was sent
to North Dakotato start a church.
After 10yearsof service, hegot the
call to move to another town in
North Dakota.

Mrs. Stacy said Mr. Hoeger
would ask the Lord what he would
have him do each day. She said he
askedthe L ordfor just 50 peopletc
takecareof. Hethen opened ahome
for crippled and epileptic children.

Mr. Hoeger | ater opened aseconc
home, for mentally handicapped
kids. Hemade money from awork-
ing farm at the home and trained
peopletowork on aprinting press.

Hismissionhasgrownto 240 cen-
tersin24 states, including the Gooo

Samaritan Center in Oberlin. The
(See CENTER on Page5A)
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Queenridesin style

By BRENDA BRETH

He' safighter — heawayshas been.

Attheageof 3, hesurvived cancer, and today at the
age of 20, he' s till fighting. With the help of hisbig
sister, hewill continuetofight for along, longtime.

Roman Carroll, son of Pat and Madge Carroll of
Atwood, istheyoungest brother of GinaM ontgomery,
secretary at Decatur Community High School. On
Tuesday, Oct. 5, Ginaplannedgiveher littlebrother one
of her kidneys.

Roman, who turned 20 on Sept. 1, is a graduate of
Atwood High School and hasfinished oneyear at Colby
Community College.

Their dadisthemagistratejudgein Atwood, andtheir
mom works part-time at the county treasurer’ s office
there. The Carrolls have made their homein Atwood
since moving from Denver in 1970.

Pat and Madge have six sonsand adaughter. Ginais
the oldest. Their son Craig, 39, works for Midwest
Energy in Atwood. He and his wife Tina have three
children.

Rodney, 34, also livesin Atwood and works for

Finley Construction. He hasone son.

Chris, 30, isapharmacist for Dillonsin Colby. He
and hiswife Nicki had ababy boy in March.

Tim, 21, just got married on Sept. 18. Heisaman-
ager at the Goodland Wal-Mart, and he and his wife
Tashialivein Goodland.

Theoldest of thebrothers, Keith, whowas11 months
younger than Gina, diedin November 1984 inan auto-
trainaccidentin Atwood just two monthsafter Roman
wasborn. Keith had adaughter, Ashley, whois21.

Then there is Roman, the youngest. “1 was already
out onmy ownwhen Romanwasborn,” said Gina, “ but
| can remember when Mom was pregnant with him,
Craig, Keith, and | picked out hisname, Roman.”

They got thenamefrom the soap opera“ Daysof our
Lives,” shesaid.

“I neverlivedvery far away fromAtwood, sol helped
somewhat withall of theyounger brothers,” said Gina.
“Roman lived up to hisname,  Roamin’.” Mom could
alwayscount on him getting into something or other.”

Ginasaidthat her family hasalwaysbeen close, but
(SeeWOMAN on Page9A)
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MECOMING PARADE Friday afternoon, David Morris, Nashon
Copeland and Emily Howland rode with the queen, Kim Ketterl. For more pictures, see
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis
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COPY HERE. COPY HERE. Copy Here. Copy Here. Copy Here. Copy Here. Copy
Here. Copy Here. Copy Here. Copy Here. Copy Here. Copy Here. Copy Here. Copy Here.
Copy Here. — Herald staff photo by somebody
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