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bersdressed up for theoccasion. Shown (fromleft) areMarylu Brown, Detta

Calico Gals
remember
last 60 years

Many things have changed for
farm wives and mothers over the
past 60 years, but members of the
Calico Gals Club still are enjoying
thefunandfellowshipwhichbegan
when the clubwasorganizedinthe
fall of 1944.

Club memberswill observetheir
60th anniversary with aluncheon
next Wednesday at the LandMark
Inn.

Theideafor the club began dur-
ing World War |1, when therewas
littleentertainment for homemakers
inrural communities. Marie (Chil-
son) Browntel ephoned neighboring
women southwest of Oberlininthe
Sappa and Bassettville townships
andinvitedthemtoher home. Itwas
duringthat social afternoonthat she
suggested starting a neighborhood
club.

Thewomenchosethename* Cal -
ico Gals’ and decided to meet the
third Wednesday of each month,
which hascontinued over theyears.
Dueswereoriginally 50centsayear,
but are now $5. At first, each host-
ess chose a project, usually mend-
ing, quilting, patching or embroi-
dery. Inlater years, thewomentook
their own work or enjoyed outings
aroundtheareawhichevenincluded
aswimming party in Atwood.

Childrenwho accompaniedtheir
mothers looked forward to getting
together to play and membersagree
that the club hasdonemuchto hold
the community together.

Overtheyears, they haveenjoyed
working together at farm sales,
holding Halloween masquerade
parties, aswell asmaking streudel,
carving pumpkins, making beaded
Christmas ornaments, and decorat-
ing Easter eggs. They have toured
the greenhouses and Frank Lloyd
Wright housein McCook and quilt
displays at the Dane Hansen Mu-
seumin Logan.

Charter membersincluded Hattie
Hodges, LelaRezner, LydiaWurm,
Elizabeth Resch, Marie Chilson
Brown, Dora Chilson, Maude
Brown, Adena Walinder, Francis
Nelson, Margaret Morton, Opal L.
(Swisher) Bryan, Agnes Thoren,
Mary Counter, LoraZwickle, Betty
Hackney Grout, Opal I. (Castle)

Bryan and Goldie Anderson. Opal
I. Bryan, Mrs. Zwickle, Mrs. Grout
and Mrs. Anderson arestill living.

Threemembersmakeup thesec-
ondgeneration: DettaAndersonand
DonnaKeélley are daughters of the
late Opal L. Bryan; and Margaret
McEvoy isthe daughter of thelate
AgnesThoren.

Thethree charter members, who
arestill activein the club, summed
up what membership has meant to
them.

Opal Bryan said, “The Calico
Gals Club has been part of my life
for 60 years. The very thought of
these neighbors and friends gives
me the warm feeling of love and
laughter. What fun we’'ve had!
There' salwaysbeenlotsof sharing
and working together.”

Mrs. Zwickle added, “I’ ve en-
joyed being a club member for the
past 60 years. We've had parties,
servedfoodat farmsales, cel ebrated
special anniversaries, helped our
neighborsintimeof need, aswell as
going out of town to see special
things.”

“We, as a club, have had many
projectsandgods,” saidMrs. Grout.
“Wehavedonatedtodifferent orga-
nizationsin thecounty and commu-
nity, and served food at farm sales.
Wearealwaysready tohelpintime
of disaster or need.”

Detta Anderson and Donna Kel-
ley, daughters of the late Opal L.
(Swisher) Bryan, remember times
when their mother had club at their
home.

“We had our own club while the
women had their meeting,” Mrs.
Anderson said. “Webecame mem-
bersafter weweremarriedand have
always enjoyed getting together
with members and becoming ac-
quainted with new women in the
community.”

“When | moved to the country, |
really didn’t know all of the neigh-
bors,” said Mary Waldo. “Calico
Galswasagreat way toremedy that.
Our family gatherings are really
great, andwemakeourselvesavail-
abletoeach otherintimesof stress.
Calico Galsis agood club with
thoughtful, fun members of all

ages.”

brought lots of fun and laughter asmem-  Anderson holding Summer Bryan, and Joyce Raul ston.

CALICO GAL SCLUB members shown in the mid-1960s
include(fromleft) front row: Joyce Raulston, ElaineMorton,
Shirley Shieldsand sonsPhil and Paul, and DonnaK elley and
son Sheldon. Middle row: Bette Hackney Grout, Barbara

MaryluBrownsaidshejoinedthe
clubinthelate 1960s, partly because
shefelt her youngest son needed to
bewith other kids. Shesaidtheben-
efitsgrew over theyearsasshemade
new friends and spent more time
with longtimefriends.

“| appreciatethefact that thereis
no gossiping intheclub,” she said,
“and | have enjoyed the sewing,
trips, family meetings and many
good timestogether. We no longer
elect officers, but instead members
volunteer. We can alwayscount on
membersto betherein good times,
aswell asintimesof trouble.”

Present members also include
AliceBobbitt, L oisCarlson, Sandy
Counter, Millie Lippelmann, Phy-
IlisScreen, Shirley Shields, Bonnie
WurmandBarbaraY oung. Associ-
atemembersare ZolaBrown, Kem
Bryan, and Connie Noren.

Mrs. Young is president, Mrs.
Shields vice president, Marylu
Brown secretary, Mrs. Carlsonand
DettaAndersontreasurers,andMrs.
Waldo headsthe courtesy commit-
tee.

Y oung, Margaret Morton, LoraZwickle, Agnes Thoren and
Margaret McEvoy. Third row: Detta Anderson, Opal L.
(Swisher) Bryan, Opal I. (Castle) Bryan, VernaMae Bryan
Anderson and Goldie Anderson.
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QUILTING TOGETHER, clubmembers(fromleft) MillieLippelmann, LoisCarlsonanc
Opal 1. (Castle) Bryan worked on aproject for one of the hostesses.

Story by Mary Lou Olson



