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County
may not
Qet vaccine

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

With the national shortage of flu
vaccine, thereisnotellingwhen or
if the Decatur County Health De-
partment will receiveany dosesthis
year.

Health Nurse Marilyn Gamblin
saidaninspectiondonein August at
Chiron, one of the companies that
makes the vaccine, turned up con-
taminated doses. Officials kept
checkingattheplantinEngland, and
found contamination. They took
Chiron’slicense away so that they
can't sell tothe United States. That
washalf of theshipment of vaccines
expected for the whole country.
Nearly all the vaccineis madein
England.

The other company making the
vaccine is Aventis, said Ms.
Gamblin. Placesthat ordered from
that company haveal ready received
their vaccine. Thatincludesboththe
Good Samaritan Center and the
Decatur County Hospital, which
order from Ward Drug Store, she
said.

The health department, on the
other hand, ordersthrough General
I njectableV accines, whichordered
through Chiron.

Someof theagenciesthat got vac-
cines are going to try to re-direct
dosesso peopleat highrisk will get
it, shesaid. If thehealth department
gets some of the vaccine that way
then, she said, she would have to
screen patients and giveit to those
with the highest risk.

Ridkwill be
evduated

With a shortage of flu vaccina-
tions this year, if the health depart-
ment here receives any vaccine,
the county health nurse may have
toevaluate patientsto seewhogets
ashot. Highrisk categoriesinclude:

+ Children 6 to 23 months old.

* Seniors 65 and older.

* People of any age with under-
lying chronic medical conditions.

* Pregnant women.

* Residents of nursing homes
and long-term care facilities.

+ Children on aspirin therapy.

+ Health care workers.

+Caregiversand household con-
tacts of children 6 months and
younger.

Ms. Gamblin said, however, that
she doesn’t think they will get any
this year. That means people are
goingtohavetobeextracareful over
the flu season, which startsin De-
cember and lastsuntil March.

People should wash hands fre-
quently and thoroughly, stay away
fromanyonewhohasacold, stay out
of crowds, not leave used tissues
layingaroundand cover their mouth

with atissue when coughing. She
(See SHOTSon Page5A)

Pool group
talksgrants
with official

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The Oberlin Pool Commission
met Thursday with arepresentative
from the Western Resource, Con-
servation and Development Area
out of Colby to talk about possible
grantsthe group might look for.

Duane Cheney, coordinator for
the agency, which is sponsored by
theU.S. Natural ResourcesConser-
vation Service, said they basically
doalot of networking. Hesaidthey
have had the pool project in Ober-
linonfilesince 1999, but they have
beenwaitingfor someonetocall for
help. Basically, he said, they were
waiting for an active committee.

Hesaiditisagood sign that they
havean active committeeand com-
munity matchmoney. Lotsof grants
requireacommunity match, hesaid.

The service works with federal,
state and private funding agencies,
saildMr. Cheney,andall of thosecan
be brought to the committee.

The main thing, he said, when a
committeewritesaproposal isthey
needtohaveaplan, anditlookslike
thegroup hasdonealot of planning.

Astheproject devel ops, theques-
tionneedstobeansweredif thepool
would be built for recreation or
health reasons. Mr. Cheney said it
seemsthat hasbeentakeninto con-
sideration.

Itishardtofind money for recre-

ationd needs, hesaid, butif thecom-
mittee can tie health and wellness
needsinwiththeproject, theremay
be some possibilities.

Who owns the pool ? asked Mr.
Cheney. Thecity, said AnnaShaw,
anartistand chai rwoman of thepool
commission.

Canthecommitteeincludetrying
tofight child obesity intotheproject,
ask Sue Glodt, administrator at the
Sappa Valley Youth Ranch, and a
commission member. Y es, hesaid.

The group agreed it would be a
good point to include that the boys
from the ranch usethe pool.

Mrs. Shaw said she has started
going to Colby to usethe computer
to look for grants for the last four
years. She said she hasfound some
foundationsthat have given money
topools.

Fromthesurveysthey havedone,
shesaid, and peoplewhoarewilling
to donate money, the committeeis
being pushed towards an indoor
pool, but themaintenanceon anin-
door pool could beexpensive.

The group decided they need to
talk with the city, county, ranch,
hospital, Good Samaritan Center
and school toseeif they wouldwork
together to help pay for pool main-
tenance.

What about site development?

(See POOL on Page5A)

Auction
brings
crowd

AT AN AUCTION Satur-
day at the Oberlin Storage
Unitson U.S. 83, Warren
Bainter (above) checked
out his $1 treasure. Lynn
Johnson (right) held up a
scoop that was for sale.

Johnson Realty rantheauc-
tion.
— Herald staff photos
by Cynthia Haynes

Electionisright around thecorner

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Thegenera election, wherevot-
erswill decideracesfor staterepre-
sentative, senator and county of -
fices, will beheldinlessthanthree
weeks, on Tuesday, Nov. 2.

Anyonewho wantsto vote needs
to register if they haven't yet. The
last day to do that is Monday. The
county clerk’ sofficewill stay open
until 9 p.m. that night.

There are races on the ballot for
state representative and state sena-
tor, but none for county office. In
August, thecandidateswerechosen

in the primary election. In Decatur
County, therewerethreeraces.

For the 120th District for state
representative, Republicans John
Faber and Doug Sebeliusbattleina
replay of their race two years ago.
After all was counted, Rep. Faber
won with 3,404 to Mr. Sebelius's
2,375votes.

Next month, Rep. Faber will meet
Democrat Bob Strevey in the gen-
eral election, another replay from
two years ago. That time, voters
gave Rep. Faber a 5,441 to 2,742
victory.

In the 40th District state Senate
race, thingschanged shortly before
theprimary el ectionwhen Sen. Stan
Clark diedinacar accidentinMay.
Sen. Clark, who had served a de-
cade, had been campaigning against
DanRasure, acollegegraduatefrom
Goodland.

Withtheannouncement that Ruth
Clark, Sen. Clark’s widow,
wouldn’trunfor theupcomingelec-
tion, Republican Ralph Ostmeyer, a
state representative from Grinnell,
and Democrat Tim Peterson of
Monument both threw their names

Although Mr. Rasure had been
campaigning longer and spent more
money, Mr. Ostmeyer won 8,553-
7,385.

Hewill meet Mr. PetersoninNo-
vember.

On the county side, incumbent
Ralph Unger turned away chal-
lenger Phillip Lahman for the dis-
trict 2 commissioner seat, 170-99.
Mr. Ungerisunopposedin Novem-
ber.

Candidatesfor other officesinthe

(See ELECTION on Page5A)

Officerslearnto shoot
stungunsintraining

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Decatur County sheriff’ soffic-
ers learned how to use the four
new stunweaponsthedepartment
received through afederal Byrne
grant in atraining session earlier
thismonth.

Undersheriff Michael French
learnedhow totrainofficersat the
KansasLaw Enforcement Train-
ing Center inHutchinson. On Fri-

day, Oct. 1, Undersheriff French
trained Sheriff Ken Badsky,
DeputiesBarry RichardsandLisa
Copeland and Oberlin Police Of -
ficer Troy Haas.

Undersheriff French saidin a
rural setting, theweapons, known
asTasers, areagoodidea. Hesaid
if they pull someoneover andthe
person is drunk and hostile, the

(See GUNSoNn Page5A)
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Clinicwalits
onvaccines

(Continued from Page 1A)
even suggested carrying a hand
sanitizer.

The last three years, said Ms.
Gamblin, thehealthdepartment has
had problems getting the vaccine,
but they alwayshavereceived some
evenifitwaslateorif they didn’t get
itall at once.

It seemshealthofficia sarecrack-
ing down on the regulationsfor flu
vaccines. She said she read that
Aventisistryingtoget out of theflu
vaccine business, so the company
madelessthisyear.

Even if the company started to
makemorevaccinenow, itwouldn’t
get hereintime. The vaccinetakes
fivetosix monthstomake, shesaid.
By thetimeitwouldbeready, theflu
season would beover.

Shesaid normally she startsgiv-
ing shots the end of October and
continuesinto November.

Ms. Gamblinaskedthat peoplein
thecounty bepatient. Shesaidthere
is nothing the department can do.
She asked that people not call the
office about the vaccine. They will
notify patientswhen andif they get
any vaccine.

In the state this year, there were
several clinicsset upwherefreeflu
shots were to be given. Saline
County was planning on giving out
5,000 shots, for example. Ms.
Gamblin said thosein Saline, Pratt
and Osborne counties have been
canceled.

The vaccine, she said, doesn’t
mean that peoplewon’t get theflu,
itjust lessensthechanceandthe se-
verity. People can diefrom theflu,
she said, but normally that is be-
cause they have an underlying
health condition.

Health officials are trying to en-
courage people to use an inhaler
vaccine which is made for people
ages 6 t049. Ms. Gamblin said the
clinic hasafew doses, but they are
expensive.

Theagelimitontheinhalerisdue
tothefactthatitisalivevaccineand
there are more side effects for
peopleunder 5 and over 50.

Ms. Gamblinsaidthat if someone
getsthe flu and isreally sick, they
should go to the doctor. There are
someoral medicinestohelpget over
it, lthough sheisn't surehow much
stock thereisintown.

* Election
almost
here

(Continued from Page 1A)
county also are unopposed. They
include incumbent Republicans
Marilyn Horn, county clerk; Ken
Badsky, sheriff; Steve Hirsch,
county attorney; Jean Hale, trea-
surer; John Bremer, magistrate
judge; and DoyleBrown, District 3
commissioner. Judy Gaumer, the
only Democrat, is running for re-
election asregister of deeds.

Onabhigherlevel, votersherewill
havetheopportunity to cast aballot
for either President George Bush
and VicePresident Dick Cheney to
return to office for another four
years or to put Democrats John
Kerry and John Edwardsin charge
in Washington.

Republicans Sam Brownback,
George Cook with the Reform
party, Democrat L eeJonesand Lib-
ertarian Steven Rosile are al run-
ning for the U.S. Senate seat. U.S.
Rep. Jerry Moran i s running unop-
posedfor hisfifthterm, but thereare
no racesfor statewide offices.

Bakesale
planned

Red Devil fanswill be holding a
bake sale before the football game
Friday, Oct. 22 to raise money to
paint thefield.

The sale will start at 6:30 p.m.
under the grandstands. The money
will beusedtopurchasepaint forthe
Red Devil stencil onthefield.

Volunteers canjoinin the fun of
painting the field at 5 p.m. next
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Working on theroad
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INBASSETTVILLETOWNSHIP southwest of Oberlin, just before5 p.m. on Saturday.
agrader driven by Seth L ohoefener pulled off theroadtol et
acar pass. Mr. L ohoefener wasworkingontheeast/west road

— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

* Gunssend dectricshock intovictim

(Continued from Page 1A)
officer can usethe Taser to control
the person until back-up arrives.

Whenusingthe Taser withapart-
ner, he said, it isimportant to let
them know you aregoing to deploy
it sothey can get out of theway. He
suggested the officer say “Taser,
Taser, Taser.”

Each of the officershad achance
tofirethe Tasersat acardboard tar-
get. When the Taser was used cor-
rectly, lights on the dummy went
off.

Inacasewheretheshot missesthe
target or only one of thetwo probes
hitsit, Mr. French said, the officer
can press the gun against the body
to Taser the person.

After the gun is used, the probes
haveto be pulled out. Undersheriff
Frenchsaidif theprobeshittheface,
head, the chest of a woman or the
groinarea, theofficerswill wait un-
til an ambulance crew shows up to
removethe probes.

If theprobesareintheback orleg
area, the officer should turn the
Taser off, tear of f thewires, remove
thecartridgeand pull out theprobes.
He said they shouldn’t twist the
wires.

Considertheprobesasneedles, he

said. They will haveblood onthem,
so wear gloves to remove the
probes. Undersheriff French said
not tothrow thecontactsinthetrash.
Theprobesareconsidered contami-
nated sharps, he said, and must be
disposed of properly.

Thesuccessratefor the Tasersis
94 percent between one and seven
feet, he said, and it goes down the
farther away the Taser isused.

Undersheriff French said pepper
spray can cause problems with the
Tasers. If itisjust the regular cay-
ennepepper spray, hesaid, itisOK,
but anal cohol-based spray couldbe
setonfireby aspark. Hesaid theof -
ficers should be careful with their
surroundings.

The probe could be blocked by
clothing two inches thick or more.
If aperson hason athick jacket, he
said, thenthey should shoot theper-
sonintheleg.

Therecanalsobeaproblemwith
low batteries.

Undersheriff French said there
haven’'t been any deaths attributed
to Tasers. Theonly reported deaths
have been because of drug use or
underlying medical conditions, he
said.

Theamount of electricity is1.76

joules, said Sheriff Badsky, and a itfeelslike.

defibrillator needs way more elec-
tricitytogetaheartgoing. The Taser
shouldn’t haveany effect onapreg-
nant woman unlessthewomanwas
tofall. He said the officers can use
the Tasers on vicious dogs as well
aspeople.

When a person is hit with the
Taser, hesaid, they can’t move but
can hear the officer. Undersheriff
French said if the person doesn’t
respond, the Taser canbefiredagain
whilethe probesarein the person.

When each cartridge is shot, he
said, numberson little piecesof pa-
per comeout.

Eachcartridgecanthenbetracked
towho shot it.

Theofficershadtotakeatest that
day, which they all passed, and are
now ableto carry aTaser.

In addition, each of the officers
was shot by Undersheriff French
withtheTaser sothat they could see
how itfelt. Undersheriff Frenchsaid
he hooked up two alligator clips
withwiresonthem, whichwere at-
tached to the gun and each officer
got atwo and half second burst of
electricity. Sheriff Badsky saidthat
way, if it comesup in acourt case,
the officer can say they know what

dow-decorating contest.

FHoatsneededfor light parade

Theannual Light Parade, sponsored by the Ober-
lin Business Alliancethe Friday night after Thanks-
giving, will bealittledifferent thisyear.

Instead of the business owners coming up with a
theme, the kids at Oberlin Elementary School were
askedto dothebrainstorming. Suggestionsincluded
Have aHeavenly, Homespun Christmasin Oberlin;
Reindeer on the Rooftops; Christmas Craziness;
JingleBéells, JingleBells-OberlinRocks; SantaClaus
is Coming to Town; We Wish you aMerry Christ-
mas; Ho, Ho, Here We Go-ChristmasisonitsWay;
Hip Hop Holidays; and Christmas Soldiers.

Gary Walter, with The Bank, said it may not bea
bad ideato have acentral themefor all of the Christ-
maseventsintown, includingtheparadeandthewin-

won.

Alliancemembersnarrowedthedecisiontothree:
Reindeer ontheRooftops; JingleBells, JingleBells-
Oberlin Rocks; and Ho, Ho, HereWe Go— Christ-
masisonitsway. Membersvoted by secret ballot,
and thethird one, from Sheri Ruff’ sfourth graders,

Mr. Walter said thewinning classwill get apizza
party thrown by thealliance.

Thewinner of thewindow decorating contest will
receive $25 off their alliance duesnext year.

Anyonewhowantstosignupfortheparadeshould
call the Chamber of Commerceofficeat 475-3441.
Theparademarshal onceagainwill beDorisBlack.

Theparadewill start by the Decatur Co-op eleva-
tor, go northup Main Street and passby the Decatur
County Good Samaritan Center.

BOB STREVEY =

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE

LTC USAR Retired

OPro Life

ORetired Teacher, 31 Years

OFarmer/Cattleman

OFiscal Conservative

(OPro Family

[0Sensible, Responsible Government
OHighway 36 Association Director
OSupports School Funding

[JAgainst Borrowing to Fund Government

PRIORITY OF SPENDING FOR
PeopLE-ScHOOLS-ELDERLY-DISABLED

For more information look at www.votebob.com

Paid for by Bob Strevey for Representative, Kay Strevey, Treasurer

Wednesday for the game against .-

Hill City on Friday, Oct. 22.
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(Continued from Page 1A)
asked Mr. Cheney. Themajority of
thepeoplehavesaidthey wouldlike
the pool to stay whereit is, in City
Park.

It isimportant when partners are
brought in, he said, that everyone
knowstheir job.

Mrs. Shaw saidtherehasbeental k
about using the pool for geriatrics.
She said it could be something the
pool here hasthat isn’t offered in
other counties. It could help bring
peoplein.

Theproject needsto haveamain
mission, said Mr. Cheney.

If someone awarded a grant for
thepool, said Dori Paul s, co-owner
of PaulsFuneral Home, would it be
aproblemtoget agrant from some-
where else. No, said Mr. Cheney,
but the committee needs to make
sure the agencies know where el se
the committeeisapplying.

The group discussed hiring &
grantwriter andraisingmoney todc
that.

Thegroupstill doesn’ tknow what
the recommendation from the pool
evaluationisgoingtobe. They saic
they don’t expect it back until the
beginning of November.

Mr. Cheney saidthey shouldlook
at alumni, graduateswho no longer
live here, as one way of raising
money. Thegroup al sotalked about
meeting with lawyers and accoun-
tants so they can let their clients
know about the option of giving
money to the pool.

WE HAVE GOOD NEWS!

A QUICK PAINLESSMETHOD TO ERADICATE
HEMORRHOIDSUSING MILD ELECTRICAL CURRENT
ISNOW AVAILABLE. THISTREATMENT REQUIRES
SEVERAL BRIEF VISITSTO OUR OFFICE, AFTER WHICH

PATIENTS GO BACK TO WORK IMMEDIATELY.

WHAT DO THE RESEARCH STUDIES SAY ?

In Gastrointestinal Endoscopy, Vol. 33, #2, D.A. Norman R. Newton,
and G.V. Nicholas reported the results of treatment of 42 patients with
d.c. current therapy. They noted “All patients were successfully
treated and symptom free at a mean duration of follow up of 18.2
months.” They concluded “This painless outpatient treatment of all
grades of hemorrhoidsis effective and safe”, and “warrants considerate-
tion as the treatment of choice of hemorrhoidal disease”. In the
American Journa of Gastroenterology, Vol. 83, #9, Dr. S. Zinberg
reported the results of treatment of 193 patients with this method.
“Good results were achieved in 95% of patients.”

ADVANTAGESOF HEMCURE OVER OTHER TREATMENTSFOR HEMORRHOIDS
HemCure isfar less expensive than surgery, requires no recovery,
avoids complications like scarring and infection, and is reported by
most patients to cause only mild discomfort during the treatments,
which resolvesimmediately after.

This treatment method is covered by Medicare and most insurance
plans. A payment plan is available for patients not covered by
insurance, and for patient deductibles and copayments.

We want you to be an informed health care consumer.
Our office will be happy to provide further information

explanation of fees, and estimate of your out of pocket expense.
If hemorrhoids are interfering with the quality of your life, call today.

Hem .

Dr. John D. Ferris, M.D.
Burlington, Colorado
1-800-593-0009

Sat., Oct. 30 & Tues., Nov. 2
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