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Kansaslacks expanson
of agood freaway sysem

Kansas missed the boat when other states
started expandingtheir freewaysand express-
ways beyond the basic Interstate system.

Today, alot the traffic goes through one
neighboring state or another, and alot of
money flowswithit.

Thefedera government and the stateslaid
outthelnterstatesysteminthe1950s. It’ sbeen
both a curse and a blessing, but many states
saw that it did not plug all thegapsintheroad
grid.

Nearly 30 years ago under Gov. Bob
Bennett, Kansas drew afreeway system that
connectedthedots. Itincludedfour-laneroads
southtoPittsburgand TulsafromKansasCity,
over to Paola, and west from St. Joseph along
U.S. 36, among others. A few segmentswere
built, but when times got tough in the 1980s,
thesewerestranded, and remaintoday astwo-
lane, limited access curiosities.

The Kansas highway system nearly fell
apartinthoseyears. TheDepartment of Trans-
portation was occupied with patching pot-
holes and just preserving what it had. It took
thevisionary Gov. Mike Hayden to raise the
gastax and save our roads— and it cost him
hisjob.

But the Kansas freeway plan died then.
Sincethosedays, it’ stakenaHerculean effort
to completeafew short stretchesof four-lane
road, including U.S. 81 north to Nebraskaas
an extension of 1-135, and K-10from Kansas
City to Lawrence.

South out of Kansas City, Missouri com-
pleted an expressway along U.S. 71, and to-

day, theTulsatraffic, alongwithmuchfreight
totheWest Coast, flowssouthontheeast side
of thestateline. Littlethought isgivento par-
alel U.S. 69, the shorter and more attractive
route.

North, 1-29 carries the load through Mis-
souri and lowa. Kansas still lacks a decent
routeto Omaha, and Nebraskahasnot seenthe
potential for an expressway along U.S. 75
north out of Topeka. Kansas has an express-
way, but it stopsat the door to acasino.

U.S. 54 west of Wichitaand U.S. 50 west
from Newton and Hutchinson have great po-
tential, but there are no plansto widen either
anytimesoon. East-west trafficdlipsoff tothe
south, through Oklahoma.

And thereis U.S. 36 across northern Kan-
sas, once part of the freeway plan asfar west
as Belleville. While 1-80 through Nebraska
runs near capacity, and I-70 is overcrowded
ineastern Kansas, through traffic needsaby-
passroute.

Missouri hasimprovedU.S. 36 acrossthree-
fourthsof thestate, but Kansasisbarely start-
ing.

Our highway engineers, burdened by the
cost of anextensive, and expensive, road sys-
tem, shudder to think about expansion. Their
mantrais, “Wait until thetraffic comes.”

But sometimes, youhavetobuildit,andthey
will come.

If you want to snare traffic and build busi-
ness, it seems, you haveto put the cart before
thehorse.

—SeveHaynes

L ookingthrough myjungle

“Vel-ly in-te-rest-ing.”

Remember the old Laugh-In
show, where Artie Johnson, in his
Gestapo uniform, would part the
bushes, peer through, and utter those
wordsthat became anational catch
phrase?That’ sabout how | feel with
the mini-jungle | have growing in
my front room.

Several years ago, my brother

Out Back
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Bob and hiswifeBert brought mea

littledieffenbachiaplant. | watered
it,itgrew, | repottedit, it grew some
more, | wateredit, repotted again, it
grew more, and soon, andsoon, and
soon. It grew to theceiling and be-
yond. We cut the top off and stuck
the trimmed part in the pot. And
wouldn’t you know it — that part
grew, too.

Somewhereaongtheline, | sata
planter of philodendronsnexttothe
pot of dieffenbachia and the vines
started spreading. | kepttwiningthe
vines between the two planters.
Now, they are so intermingled, it
takes the two of usto turn the pots.
And they have to be turned every
month or so, because the
dieffenbachia curves so much to-
ward the window that it almost
breaks. Inorder tokeepit somewhat
straight, wehavetokeeprotatingit.

| havetogivethesilly thing credit
just for being sotenacious, but | still
can't decideif | likeit becauseitis
pretty or just because | can’'t seem
tokill it.

—ob—

We spent the day in Denver on
Saturday, and while therevisited a
couple of hours with my Aunt
Bernice. Aunt “B” ismy mom’s

youngest, and only living, sibling.
Shehasdecidedtosell herhomeand
moveto aretirement center, so she
isin the turmoil of sorting out her
belongings. Her three daughters
havebeen given equal sharesof the
family Christmaschina, onedaugh-
ter wanted the dining room set, an-
other daughter somethingelse. Aunt
“B” wasnever theaccumul ator that
Momwas, but till, it’ shard to part
with your “ stuff”.
—ob—

Onthetrip home, | remembered
therewasto be afellowship dinner
thenext day after church. Knowing
it would be about 10 p.m. when we
got home, | tried to think of some-
thing good and easy to make. Pecan
piewasmy answer. Jimtriedtotalk
me into potato salad, but that is a
process| didn’'t want to start at that
time of night. He even tried to per-
suademewith promisesof chopping
theonionsand boiling the potatoes.

| stood firm and made the pie.
Then, following the dinner, hewas
upset that hedidn’t get apieceof the
pie, and | had to promise to make
two morethat night.

Again, it was late when | got
started on the pies. My oven is not

large enough for two pies at one
time. | gotthefirstonedonejustfine.
Butthesecondpiedidn’tgetintothe
ovenuntil after 11 p.m. | punched 50
minutesintomy digital timer and sat
downtowatchthe news.

| must havebeen sodeadtiredthat
| slept through the timer’ s buzz. |
awokeat 1 p.m.tothedistinctaroma
of apiemorethan alittle done.

It's very chewy, but still edible.
And at the price of pecans, you can
betwewill eatit. Butconsideringthe
timeand cost involved, | wish now
| had just madethe potato salad.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

And | say unto you, Ask,
andit shall begivenyou; seek,
and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you.
For every one that asketh
receiveth; and hethat seeketh
findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened.
Luke11: 9,10
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YoU MEAN
REGARDING
EVILUTIOND

I’vebeendoingalot of drivingon
country roads lately — mostly
aroundincircles.

| learned to drive on country
roads. That' swheremy Daddy took
meto teach me. But, basically, I'm
atownperson. | likeasphaltand con-
crete. Gravel and dust just don’ t ap-
peal tome.

Still, when you need to get to
something that is happening in the
country, you usewhat God and the
county have provided and hope it
doesn’train.

| suppose | should mention here
that my senseof directiongot left at
the border. Steve says my parents
ran me under a big magnet when |
waslittleand that messed up my di-
rectional balance.

| don’'t know about magnets, but
| do know I'm the only person |
know who can get lost in abathtub.

While traveling by myself in
Colorado onetime, | ended up in
Ouray instead of Gunnison. While
thosetwotownsaren' tthat far apart
in miles, they are along way from
each other by highway. Ouray isin
themountainsand Gunnisonismore
or lessontheflat.

But that was along time ago and
far, far away. Today, | just get lost
inmy ownbackyard. If | trytodrive
from one end of the county to the
other on the back roads, | will end
upin Nebraskaor Hoxie.

Open Season
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A couple of weeksago | wasas-
signedthejob of coveringthe100th
birthday celebration of a small
country church.

Stevegavemedirections — soit
wasn’t al my fault.

Hesaid takethe 4 East Road and
gosixandahalf milesnorththenone
and ahalf mileseast.

Huh?

He tried again. Go to the cem-
etery. Turnleft. After six and ahalf
miles turn right and the church
shouldbeabout oneandahalf miles
down that road.

That | couldanddiddo. Butthere
was no road to go right on and |
endedupgoingincirclesforanhour.

Stevefinally checked amap.

“Sorry,” hesaid. “Go back tothe
highway and go to the 8 East Road
and follow the same directions.”

Huh?

“Gotothebluehousewiththered
roof and turn left then go six and a
half miles, turnright andthechurch

should beabout oneandahal f miles
downthat road.”

| gotthereintimefor thecakeanc
punch, so | washappy.

On Saturday, | waslooking for &
trail ride.

Thecaller saidtogodownthelast
roadtothewest beforethebridgeon
the south side of town.

Huh?

“You know where the Matt-
hewseslive?’

“Nope.”

“Y ouknow wheretheWhittakers
live?’

“Nope, but I'll giveitatry.”

| only wandered around for half
an hour thistime before calling my
tipster and asking her to show methe
way.
I really dolovethat old John Den-
ver song, “Country Roads,” espe-
cialy theline about take me home.

| would change it to, “ Country
Roads, Take me home, cause I'm
lost again.”

School tradltlonsarechangl ng

The school newsletter on a
friend' s kitchen table caught my
eye.

“Room parties are scheduled to
celebratethefall seasonon October
29,” itsaid.

Wouldn'tthat be, ah, Halloween?

“Shush,” she hissed. “We're not
allowed to mention that word.
Something about the ACLU.”

Therewill be, thenewd etter notes
dryly, “no costumesor parades.”

Nor, we suspect, will kidsbe al-
lowedto havemuch fun. Blamethe
American Civil Liberties Union.
Blameconservative Christianswho
see Halloween as devil worship.
Blameour tradition of religioustol-
erance.

Halloween, thetraditional eve of
All SaintsDay, doeshaveareligious
foundation. By legend, theforcesof
evil were bound to be out the night
before Christiansremember God's
chosen.

That’ s how we get the images of
thecommercial Halloweenof today
— witches, black cats, wickedly
leering jack-o-lanterns — all min-
ionsof theunderworld, forcesof Sa-
tan.

It' snot that most of usbelievethat
thewitchdowntheblock canchange
herself intoacat, or that somewhere,
acoven meetsthisnight to worship
hisevil name. It' sthat there’ sareli-
gious connotation to the holiday at
all.

There are people who believein
theforcesof evil, andthink weglo-
rify themby havingaholiday replete
with Satanic signs.

The same school holdsa“winter
seasonal festival,” where kids
gather at the city auditorium and
singcarols, but nonetooreligiousto

AIongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

causeconcern. It’ sasort of sanitized
Christmas show, minus“ Oh, Holy
Night.”

At least the kidsstill get to show
off for their grandparents.

So thisis the impasse we have
cometo.

Weareacountry founded onthe
principleof religioustolerance, but
wehavecometothepointwherewe
can'ttoleratereligionin our public
life. That’s not what the founding
fathersenvisioned.

Intheir day, tolerance meant put-
tingupwith other Christiangroups,
so long as they weren't too weird.
Colonists tended to cling together
with others of like mind, and most
didnot admit any other church. New
England was Protestant, the South
mostly Church of England, and
Maryland was founded as a haven
for Catholics often shunned or per-
secuted el sewhere.

But theprincipleof tolerancetook
root, was enshrined in the Bill of
Rights and today has grown into
something far beyond what anyone
200 years ago could have envi-
sioned.

As ayoung nation, we had no
needtoconsider theviews, letalone
therights, of Mudlimsor Jews, athe-
istsor unbelievers.

Today, we take seriously
everyone' srights,andweareindan-

ger of losing the religious founda-
tion of our heritage.

Neither Halloween, with its cel-
ebration of candy, gluttony anc
commercial decorations, nor the
secular Christmasisworth fighting
for.

We may not believe in witches,
butwedon’t believein SantaClaus,
either. Right?

What we need to preserve, along
with the right of each American to
worship as he or she pleases, isour
sense of morality and purpose ase
nation. And that includes our reli-
giousheritage.

We don't need to go back to the
dayswhenanentirestatecoul d sub-
scribe, legally atleast, toonechurch,
or apublic school district could be
run by onereligion.

Most of usdon’ t want to foist our
idea of religion off on someone
else’schildren. That' s not such an
easy thing to handle.

A proposal by stateBoard of Edu-
cation member Bill Wagnon that
students should study history of re-
ligion along with science might be
aplaceto start.

Nothingismoreimportant to our
history than God. Nothing could be
harder to handlein public schools.

M eantime, though, couldn’t sev-
enth graderswear their costumestc
the“fall seasonal party?’

Photo Policy

TheOberlinHeraldwantstoem-
phasize photos of people doing
things in the community. If you
know of an event or news happen-
ingthat weshouldattend, pleasecall
475-2206.

Please be sure to alow acouple
of days noticesowecanarrangeto
bethere.

Spacein the paper islimited and
soisthetimeof our staff, sowemay
not beabletoget toevery event, but
wewill try.

Because spaceis so limited, we
cannot run team or group photos,

any picturesof peoplelinedup or of
people passing checks, certificates
andthelike. (Wewill dwaystry to
make room for astory about any of
these events, however.)

We do run wedding and engage-
ment picturesand“ mug” shotswith
storiesand obituaries, whenthey are
provided to us. Please remember
that we need aclear, sharp picture.
Dark or fuzzy printswill not work.

We cannot return photos unless
you submit a self-addressed,
stamped envelope with clear in-
structions for return. Other photos

submitted may be picked up at our
officewithintwoweeks. After that,
they will bedisposed of .

Laser proofs of photos which
haveruninTheHeraldareavailable
for 50 cents each, first come, first
served. Special-order laser printsof
photoswill be available at $3 each
for about two weeks after publica-
tion.

We can take passport photos if
youprovidearall of color film. ASA
200, 12 exposure works fine. The
chargeis$8.50 per person.



