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Sateplanschangesin huntingper mits

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The state wantsto change its system for
selling hunting andfishinglicensesand per-
mitsfrom paper to acomputer system, but
aplantotakemoney directly out of vendor’s
accounts might prompt the county to stop
selling the permits.

Decatur County officia swonder whether
they should stop selling the permits rather
thanlet thestatecomeinandelectronically
“sweep” their bank account.

Theother vendorintown, Dale’ sFish* N’
Fun thinksthe planisagood ideaand will
actually openthingsupalittlebecausethey
will beableto offer all thelicensesand per-
mitswithout stocking so many forms. The

plan also eliminates the requirement that
license agents buy abond to guarantee that
they’ll pay the state, but they will have to
have a computer and printer to handle the
special licenseforms.

Thecommissionershaven’t decidedwhat
they will doyet. The county received al et-
ter about the change, since the county
clerk’s office is one of the vendorsin the
county.

The county sells around 500 licenses a
year, including special permits, and gets50
centsfor each one sold, said County Clerk
MarilynHorn. That bringsinabout $250 per
year. She said with the change, the county
isprobably goingto havetobuy new equip-

ment becauseacomputer will beneededon
thecounter. Shesaid theclerk’ sofficeisn't
evenwired for acomputer on the counter.
Although they haven’t made adecision,
commissionersarequestioningwhether the
county will continueto sell the permits.
With the new system, the state wantsto
automati cally withdraw themoney madeon
thelicensesfromthecounty’ shank account.
County Attorney SteveHirschsaid asfar
as he knows, the county isn’t required by
any law to sell the permits and licenses.
Most counties do, but some, including
Sherman, have dropped the service.
Sherman County Clerk Janet Rumpel
said they dropped the service at the end of

lastyear. Shesaidthestatedoesn’t offer any
training to peoplewho sell thelicenses, the
rules and regul ations change every year,
there are many questions but no toll free
number and the fee the county getsisonly
$.50 apermit which doesn’t come closeto
thecost to sell them or thereportsthat have
to bedone.

Mr. Hirsch saidhewasconcernedthat the
systemwouldlet thestate comeinandtake
money out of thecounty’ saccount, and the
county wouldn’thaveany control over that.
If therewas an error, he said, it could take
“amonth of Sundays’ toget it fixed.

Dal€' sistheonly other licenseagency in
the county. Co-owner Bob Woolsey said

),

they doplanonsellingthelicenseswiththe
automated system. He said he thought the
system will actually open things up, since
vendorswon’t haveto be bonded.

The new system will allow accessto all
types of licenses, he said, and there won't
beaproblemwith possibly runningout of g
givenform or stamp.

The only downside, said Mr. Woolsey,
could be that the store will only have one
unit instead of three or four people ableto
writelicenses at the sametime. That prob-
ably won't be a big factor until the bird
populationisalittlehigher here, hesaid, but
the opening weekend can get pretty busy.

(See PERMITSon Page5A)

Resdentshear

IN THE BACK of abigred

Kids
taketour
of gation

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The youngsters sat in a semi-
circlein the Decatur County fire
station, their eyes wide as they
stared at the man in the heavy
pants, coat, mask and air tank.

Fire fighter Matt Farr showed
off hisfull gear. Some of thekids,
students in the integrated pre-
school from Oberlin Elementary
School, were scared. Others
wanted to get down on the floor
andrough housewiththefireman,
who was crawling, showing the
kidswhat hemightlook likecrawl-
ingintheir houseif it ever caught
fire.

Theclasswalkedtothefiresta-
tion Thursday afternoon to learn
about firemen and seethetrucks.

Firemen Jim Soderlund asked
the kids why his pants and jacket
have shiny stuff onthem. He said
it was so that peoplein the house
canseethefiremenbetter, sincein
ahousefireitisnormally dark.

“Never run away from fire-
men,” said Mr. Soderlund. “They
areyour friends.”

Mr. Soderlund saidif thesmoke
alarmgoesoff intheir house, they
should crawl to get out. He said it
isimportant to get as low to the
ground as possible to stay under
thesmoke.

He said if the kids ever find a
match or lighter, they should tell
an adult, sameif they seeafire.

AsMr. Farrwasmovingaround
on the floor, Mr. Soderlund said
thefireman’ sgear weighs80t0 90
pounds. Onemomintheaudience
told her sonthat wasmorethan he
weighed.

What' sinthebottle?asked Mr.
Soderlund. Mason Berry said it
wasoxygen, thoughthefiremen's

thingsout. KyleanaBlau (below) tried on afireman’ s hel-
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air packs actually contain com-
pressed air.

After each of the kids who
wanted to got an up-close look at
Mr. Farr’ sgear, they took turnstry-
ing on hishat and coat.

Mr. Soderlund took them into
the garage to see the trucks. How

many gallons of water does this
truck hold? asked Mr. Soderlund,
standing next to the large tanker.
“Alot,” onelittle girl answered.
Afterlaughing, Mr. Soderlundsaid
itwasover 4,000 gallons.
Outside, alargered fireengine
waswaiting for thekids.

Withthehelp of thefiremen, the
kidsclimbedinandout of thetruck.
Finally they settled in. Several sat
inthelarge back seat while others
got in the front. Parents who had
joinedinonthetour climbed onthe
back and the group got aride back
totheschool.

about options
for Jennings

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Around 50 citizens joined the
JenningsSchool Board on Thursday
night to hear what optionsthe dis-
trict has as enrollment continuesto
drop.

Thisyear, the district saw ade-
creaseinthefull-time-equivalent of
31.5 students, leaving 31 enrolled
this year. Enrollment has been de-
clining for sometime, but the drop
accelerated thisyear.

Superintendent Dave DuBois
said hehadinvited John Rasmussen,
alawyer with the Kansas Associa-
tion of School Boards, to come out
totalk withthegroup about options.

Mr. Rasmussen said the district
basically hasfiveoptions,including
continuingwithfewer students, ne-
gotiating cooperative agreements
with other districts, disbanding,
consolidation with another district,
or tryingto draw new studentswith
avirtual or charter school. No deci-
sionsweremadeat themeeting, but
the board is scheduled to meet on
Thursday, Nov. 11.

Thefirst option hewent over was
cooperative agreements, wherethe
district entersinto a contract with
another district or districts to send
studentsthere. Agreementsneed to
cover thingsliketransportation, he

New boss
hired

The Jennings School Dis-
trict will haveanew superin-
tendent starting Monday,
Nov. 1, asitspart-timeleader
movesonto anew job.

Withtheresignation of Su-
perintendent Dave DuBais,
Emery Hart, now the part-
time superintendent at Utica,
washired.

He is the former superin-
tendentin Morland.

Mr. DuBois was re-hired
forthepositionasapart-time
superintendent at the begin-
ning of the school year. He
toldtheboard hehasaccepted
ajobasthechief of staff with
the Center for Civic Educa-
tioninLosAngelos. Hestarts
inearly November.

said, payment of costsand expenses
andtheauthority andresponsibility
of theboards.

(See DISTRICT on Page5A)

Superintendent
givessuggestions
toboard, public

After studying the projected en-
rollment for next year and the ex-
pected decrease in the budget,
Jennings Superintendent Dave
DuBoishadfour suggestionsfor the
future of the district which he
handed out at a special meeting
Thursday night.

Mr. DuBoissaidthehandout was
adraft of his suggestions, and the
board doesn’t have to take any of
them.

Thisyear, hesaid, thedistrict has
abudget of $574,814inthegenera
fund and $132,495 in the supple-
mental general (which comesfrom
thelocal option property tax levy),
for atotal of $707,309. The pro-
jected budget for next year is
$403,683inthegeneral and$93,049
in the supplemental general for a
total of $496,732.

The worst-case scenario is
$319,856inthegeneral, $73,727in
the supplemental with atotal of

$393,583, the superintendent said.

With those projections in mind,
Mr. DuBoissuggestedfour options:

* Changethehigh school, grades
7-12, into an “e-school” and main-
tain a kindergarten through sixth
grade. Thiswould mean cutsof four
to six certified staff and other cuts.
Older students would take classes
viathelnternet.

« Contract withanother district to
educatetheupper gradesand main-
tainagradeschool. Jenningswoulc
then pay part of itsstateaid for each
student senttotheother district. This
iswhat theneighboring Lenoradis-
trict does.

* Consolidate with another dis-
trict.

* Dissolve, andletthestatedecide
what happensto thedistrict’ sterri-
tory.

Mr. DuBoisdidn’t suggest any of
the options over the others. There
was no discussion.

Scavenger hunt
tobehdd Saturday

The25thannual Oberlin Scaven-
ger Hunt will start at 7 p.m. Satur-
day at theband shell in City Park.

Twenty-fiveyearsago, Rusty and
Sharon Addleman and Delbert and
Roxie Erickson came up with the
ideafor the hunt. It has been going
on every year since then. Mrs.
Erickson said she and her husband
lived in Newton and then moved
here. While in Newton she was a
member of aclubthat had ascaven-
ger hunt andthenthefaculty had one

too.

When they moved here they got
together with the Addlemans anc
organizedahunt. It started, shesaid,
with 25 coupl esoff their front porch.

Shesaid shedidn’'t haveany ides
it would last thislong. Every year
she sees it is still going on, she
laughs.

Sincestartingtheonein Oberlin,
she said she helped organizeonein
Selden.

(SeeHUNT on Page5A)




* Didrict
hears
options

(Continued from Page 1A)

For example, hesaid, theJennings
District could agreetosend students
ingrades7-12toancther districtand
maintain its grade school, as the
Lenoradistrict does. The Jennings
District wouldthen pay whateveris
agreed ontotheother districttoedu-
catethosekids.

Thereareother kindsof coopera-
tive agreements, he said, like shar-
ing teachers or sending studentsto
other districtsfor activities.

Mr. Rasmussen said when em-
ployeesareshared, usually onedis-
trict employs them and then the
other districtwouldreimburseitfor
part of the costs.

Contracting to send students to
another districtisoneof thesimplest
thingstodo, hesaid, especiallyif the
districtislookingatlow numbersin
the high school or can't offer all the
programs students want. Mr.
Rasmussen said thisiswhat Lenora
does with Norton, but Lenora still
maintainsagrade school.

Jennings already has an agree-
ment with Hoxie for football and
Oberlinfor junior high sports.

Another option, he said, is con-
solidation,inwhichanewdistrictis
opened from two or more districts
joining. Thisiswhat Herndon and
Atwood Districts did to form the
Rawlins County School District.

An important thing to know, he
said, isthat consolidation takes 18
to 24 months to complete. When a
new districtisformed, headded, all
of theteachersstart over. Noonehas
tenure.

Consolidation hasto bevoted on
by thecitizensof thecombined dis-
trict.

A district cansimply disorganize,
hesaid, whichmeansthedistrictdis-
solvesand becomesapart of another
district. That would mean the
Jennings District would no longer
existandthelandwould beattached
toanother school district or districts.

Thesimplest way todisorganize,
saidMr. Rasmussen, isfor theboard
to petition the state Board of the
Educationtodisorganizeand attach
tooneor moreother school digtricts.
If the state board approves it, then
theredoesn’ t havetobean el ection.

Thestateboard will disperseany
property the district has, including
the buildings, money, classroom
gear and other items.

Disorganization, said Mr.
Rasmussen, doesn’t require action
by theboard. Citizenscanfileape-
tition with the county election of -
ficer. Thepetition hasto get signa-
turesof 20 percent of theballotscast
inthelast board election. Theitem
would then goto an election.

Withdisorganization, thedistrict
would havetopay off any debtit has.
The district can, if the board
chooses, assumesomeof thedebt of
the district they are attaching to.

If the district decidesto disorga-
nize before July 1, the budget will
stay thesamefortwoyears, hesaid.
Ifitisdoneafter that date, itwill only
stay the samefor oneyear.

Foravirtual school, whichwould
mean theolder studentswouldtake
class viathe internet, the program
hasto be approved by the state De-
partment of Education, hesaid, and
there are some personnel require-
ments. Jobsrequiredincludeapro-
gram director, certified teachers,
student and parent communication
liai son, techni cal support staff, test-
ing facilitator, data entry, training
staff and counseling and interview
services. Oneperson, hesaid, cando
morethan one of thejobs.

Mr. Rasmussen said another op-
tion is a charter school, but he
doesn’t think that kind of school is
supposed to be the sole offering in
thedistrict. Hesaid hethought char-
ter schoolsareto bean alternative.

Thereweresomequestionsasked
about eligibility in sportsif thedis-
trict wereto join with another. Mr.
DuBoissaid he asked the activities
association, and officials said the
students are automatically eligible
intheir new schools.

Mr. DuBoissaid hewouldliketo
see the board make a decision by
February.

L ocal group
plansdinner

A soup and dessert supper will be
held from 6 to 8 p.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 30, at the JenningsCommunity
Buildingto raisemoney for areno-
vation project.

On the menu are chili, potato
soup, cake, tea or coffee, al for a
donation.

Cards will be played at the
JenningsSenior CitizensCenter af -
ter the supper. Everyone is wel-
come.
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| nthebucket

WORKERSFROM Prairie Land Electric Cooperative
were helping thecity line crew Friday morningtoreplacea
power poleat Hall andU.S. 83. Policesaid Rodney Marshall,
18, raninto it with a1993 Freightliner the evening before.
The accident report wasn'’t finished Monday, and it wasn't

knownif Mr.M I got aticket, but heapparently left the

sceneafter hitting the pole. Power in someareaswest of the
highway was out for about 30 minutes while the workers

fixed thepole.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

* Permitstobesold over thecomputer

(Continued from Page 1A)
There may bealittlemoretimein-
volvedinpurchasingalicensethen.

Karen Beard, chief of licensing
with the Wildlife department, said
all of thepaper licenseswill begone
and the system will be completely
automated.

Whensomeonewalksintoaven-
dor location, the equipment will be
electronic. Thiswill help the ven-
dorssell thecorrect licensesandwill
help huntersbecausethey won't be
aslikely to get thewrong license.

Thelicenseswill be printed ona
durablestock fromthecomputer, so
hunterswill still be carrying some-
thing. Everything will be issued
through the computer, shesaid.

The buyer also will see moreli-
censes available over the Internet,
shesaid.

All existing vendors will be
brought intothe system at areason-
ably low cogt, said Ms. Beard. For

thosewhowant the compl ete setup,
itwill beaone-timefeeof $100, and
for thosewho want to usetheir own
computer and just need the printer,
it will cost $50. The one-time fee
will includeall the supplies.

[twill probably cost new vendors
more, shesaid.

Ms. Beard said thedepartment is
looking at June 2005 to run a pilot
program and then hopesto haveall
vendorson lineby that August.

If something should happen and
thesystemgoesdownthefirst year,
shesaid, thepaper licenseswill till
bearound. By 2006, everythingwill
be compl etely automated.

Thecost per licensewill goup 50
centsto $1.15, shesaid, to help pay
for the new system.

Right now, she said, the vendors
get booksof licenses, andthey have
topurchaseabondtoguaranteethey
will pay for theinventory they get.
Those bondswill nolonger be nec-

essary.
Withthe automated system, said
Ms. Beard, the computer will kick
out areport every Monday of what
has been sold and what the vendor
owes. By that Thursday, themoney
owed needs to be in the vendor’s
bank account, and the statewill au-
tomatically takeit out.
Thepoint-of-saleequipment runs
onaphonelineor thestatewill pro-
vide the software and it can run
through the Internet.
Therearemany positivestoafull
database, she said. Ms. Beard said
the machine is set up to swipe a
driver'slicense and pull the infor-
mation off of it, and thenthevendor
will just need to verify the address.
If someoneisfromout of state, then
that may not work, but therewill be
akeyboard to typein the informa-
tion.
The department has sent out sur-
veystovendors, shesaid, andisget-

* Hunt started 25 year sago

(Continued from Page 1A)

Theoriginal four plannedthefirst
three scavenger hunts and then
passed it ontothewinners.

Thehuntisheldeachyear justbe-
foreHalloween. Onecluestartsout
the whole thing. That clue leads
teams to the next one and then on.

Cluesareleft al over town.

L ast year, theteam that retrieved
all the clues, had the best time and
mileagewon.

Theteamincluded Scott Carlton,
Cody Salem, Casey Alstrom and
Tyson Garrison. As the winners,
they got to organizethisyear’ sscav-

enger hunt.

The hunt will cost $5 a person,
which will include admission to a
party afterwards. There isno limit
on the number of teams or team
members.

Anyoneinterested should meet at
the band shell Saturday.

Challengeat gradeschool toend

The Support Our Schools box
tops challenge at Oberlin Elemen-
tary School will be over at the end
of October.

Students, withthehelp of parents,
grandparents, family and friends
haveraised $310.50sofar. Thebox

VOTE
PRO-FAMILY
VOTE
TIM PETERSON

www.tim4senate.com

paid by Peterson for Senate,
Chris Gordon, Treasurer

tops are found on top of General
Millscereal boxes, cake mixesand
other dry food items. Each of the
topsisworth cents10for theschool.

Eachweek, what theclasseshave
broughtinistalliedandthetotalsare
postedinthe cafeteria

Thechallengewill only last until
the end of the month, but students
can bring in box tops and
Campbd I’ ssouplabelsuntil theend
of theyear.

Thebox topswill beredeemedfor
classroom and teacher supplies.
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ting ready to send out asecond sur-
vey. She said they have about half
of the surveysback in and afew of
thevendorshavedecided nottosell
licenses anymore. Most of those
were small-volume vendors who
feltthey didn’t sell enoughtojustify
thecost, shesaid.

Derrick Bolliger

Oberlin
onlydown
11.5kids

In final counts, the Oberlin
School District lost 11.5 full-time
equivalent studentsthisyear.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt saic
thisyear thereare31kindergartners
and 26 seniors. That meansif noone
moves out or in the district, there
will beagainof fivekidsnext year.

The board talked with Shanng
Long, a parent, at the meeting last
Monday night. Mr. Glodt said she
suggested havingasidewalk builtin
front of thegravel parkinglotwhere
thestaff parksand having alanding
built onthewest side of the kinder-
garten building along the street.

The sidewalk would cost $1,400
and thelanding would cost $7,875,
hesaid.

In other business, thedistrict:

» Agreed that board member
DewayneJacksonwill bethevoting
delegatefor theK ansasA ssoci ate of
School Boards state convention.

 Approved appointmentsfor the
sitecouncils. Atthehighschool, that
inlcudes teachers Brenda Breth,
Nita Lavielle, Candy Dejmal and
Maria Sanden; staff member
MarilynDiederichand parentsBrad
and Angie Erickson, Lee and Jane
Gilliam, Jill Reichert and Patti
Stapp. At the grade school, that in-
cludesteachersKeithGrafel, Diane
Steinmetz, CynthiaMatsonand Jen-
nifer Monaco; staff member Jackie
Anderson and parents Maureen
Anderson, Vickie Huntley, Tim
Breth and Roger May.

» Held a50-minuteclosed session
for negotiations and a 15-minute
closed sessionfor personnel. There
was no action after either session.

» Approved Gloria Schultz as
part-time custodian at the high
schooal.

WRITE-IN

for Sheriff

Nov. 2

Fair « Honest * Reliable
| would appreciate your vote.
Pol. ad paid by Derrick Bolliger for DC Co. Sheriff, Derrick Bolliger, treasurer.
Timefor a change!

John
Faber

State
Representative

120¢th District

I’ve served as your State Representative the past 8 years and it has been a

privilege and an honor.

I take this responsibility very seriously. My voting record reflects my core be-
liefs in family and fiscal responsibility as well as my support for local Western
Kansas Schools. It’s my belief that we have some of the strongest schools in the
state and it will be my goal to continue to protect them from cuts in revenue.

Whoever is elected on November 2nd will vote on issues that will affect every

person in the 120th District.

Use your vote to support the candidate that best represents you and can give
you the best representation. I believe I am the best choice, and I hope you do

too.

Support John Faber

Political advertisement paid for by campaign to elect John Faber
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Big Time Reduction!!

114 S. York
property to appreciate all
the remodeling that has
been done to this home.
Some of the updates

| include new high efficient
furnace and central air,
kitchen remodel with new
dishwasher and recessed lighting, wiring and
plumbing updates. The list goes on!! Now listed in the
$30’s....don"t miss this 3 bedroom, 2 bath with
additional unfinished living space!

Your strongest link

LN N o m

to Topeka

Must see
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We have several listings in Norcatur, Herndon,
Lenora and Nebraska. We like ‘road trips”!
Give us a call.

www.metcal freal estate.com..

475-8324
678-8102
475-3859

Gary Richards
Jeanette Krizek
LaVern Burtis

www.metcal freal estate.com..

R.J.METCALF REAL ESTATE

181 S. Penn, Oberlin, Kansas 67749 785-475-2111
Carolyn S. Burtis, Owner/Broker
Jack Metcalf
GeneLeitner
Marsha Richards
Duane McEwen 877-3032

Autumn begins....Enjoy!
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