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Republicanwantspromaotion

By TISHA COX
Colby FreePress
Republican Ralph Ostmeyer hopes to be promoted
next week from the state House of Representativesto
the Senate.
Ostmeyer, 61, of Grinnell, filed earlier this

was put on hold until Jan. 1.

He said the way the car salestax law worksright
now is a“badidea.” Thelaw requires peopleto pay
salestax on aused car based the book value instead
of what they actually paid. It only appliesif someone
buysacar from aprivate seller or auction

year for re-election for his seat as representa-
tiveforthe118th District, but changed hisplans
after Sen. Stan Clark, an Oakley Republican,
waskilledinacar accidentin May.

Mr. Ostmeyer said he never intended torun
for Senate, but after Clark’ sdeath, withencour-
agement from family and friends, he decided
torunfor Clark’ sseat.

andnot adeal ership. Peoplewho buy junk-
ers have found themselves paying tax on
thepriceof avehicleinmuch better shape.

Thelawwaspassed becausetax officials
thought people often understated what
they paid in private transactions to keep
taxesdown.

“It’ ssomething we can fix easily,” Mr.

He is facing Monument Democrat Tim
PetersenintheNov. 2 general election.

Mr. Ostmeyer said hewantsto protect tradi-
tional family valuesandthinksof himself asafiscal con-
servative.

Ostmeyer, afourth-generation farmer, and hiswife
Kay have seven children and 13 grandchildren. The
couplefarmswiththeir son, Terry Ostmeyer of Oakley.
The candidate says he enjoys spending time with his

R. Ostmeyer

Ostmeyer said. “ Something has to be
done.”

Hesaidthedestination salestax is" det-
rimental tosmall business,” addingthestatewill have
to seewhat thefederal governmentisgoingtodo be-
forethe state moves.

Onthehorizon, Mr. Ostmeyer said, heseesseveral
mattersthat could beimportant in northwest Kansas,
including health care, ananimal identificationsystem

grandchildren and working on antique cars. Heisa for cattle, homeland security and economicdevel op-

member of Immacul ate Conception Catholic Church
in Grinnell.

Hesaid educationand healthcarearetwo of hismain
concerns, includingschool finance. Mr. Ostmeyer said
Judge Terry Bullock’s decision ordering the state to
increase spending by almost $1 billion is now before
the SupremeCourt, but theL egislaturewill havetodeal
with thisissue oneway or another.

“WEe Il haveto moveonfromthere,” hesaid.

One of the main issues on school financeis getting
enough money totheclassroom, hesaid, andthat ishis
priority, but hewouldn’t support aproperty tax increase
to fund education.

Mr. Ostmeyer said property taxes are already high
enough, and are starting to create a burden for small
busi nesses. Hesuggested that thesal estax could beused
to fund education instead.

Mr. Ostmeyer alsotouched onthestate’ sbudget. He
said the state was $50 million to $60 million positive
thisyear, and the numbersarelooking better.

Hesaidthestateisstill feeling theeffectsof the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks. Thestate hasatax structure
in place, he said, but the economy still hasn’t turned
around yet.

Mr. Ostmeyer said other issuesheseesincludealaw
onused car valuationsfor salestax purposesthat went
intoeffect July 1, andthedestination sal estax issuethat

ment.

Hesaid health carewill probably continuetobean
issue as counties must deal with insurance for their
employeesand medical lawsuitskeep cropping up.

“I’m not sure where we need to start,” Mr.
Ostmeyer said, adding that the health care savings
accountsthe L egislature approved areastart.

For farmers, hesaid, animal identificationtagsand
emergency responseplansfor countiesincaseof dis-
ease are going to be an issue, and federal money is
availablefor that and homeland security use.

Hesaid economic devel opment will taketime, but
effortswill benefittheentirestate, includingwestern
and northwest Kansas. Heemphasi zed taking care of
theareaandthepeoplehere, including getting people
to come back.

Mr. Ostmeyer said he is pro-business and thinks
communitiesneed good school s, hospitalsand more
inorder tosurvive.

“Thebest economicdevelopmentacommunity has
isitsown people,” he added.

Mr. Ostmeyer said heisn’t in favor of more casi-
nosin Kansas. He said there are too many problems
associated with gambling, problemsthat far outstrip
thefinancial benefit of having theminthe state.

“1 don’t support gambling,” hesaid, addingthat he
wouldinstead favor tax increasesover gambling.

Democrat seeks Senate spot

By TOM BETZ
TheGoodland Star-News

Democrat Tim M. Peterson of Monument isfac-
ing Republican Ralph Ostmeyer of Grinnell for the
40th Senate District seat that became open after the
death of Sen. Stan Clarkinadust storm|ast
May.

Peterson, bornandraisedinOakley, said
he hadn’t planned on running for the Sen-
ate, but that changedwhen Clark waskilled
earlier thissummer.

Peterson, a Monument farmer, has
servedasthechair for thelst District Demo-
crats since 2001, and was treasurer from
1995-2001. Hewasadel egatetothe Demo-
cratic National Convention in Boston in
August.

WhileinBoston, Petersonsaid, hewantedto attend
church.

“| got into town on Sunday, and | wanted to goto
church,” said Peterson. “1’ m Lutheran, and | found a
place called Faith Lutheran Church.”

Faith Lutheran Church once was a Swedish
Lutheran congregation, Peterson said, but he was
greeted by achurchfilled with Lutheranimmigrants
from — Thailand. And that made the after-church
potluck something to remember, he said.

“We had salmon, fish dishes, things that | don’t
know what they were, but they weregood,” he said.
“ And they wereamazed that adel egatefrom Kansas
wasworshipping with them.”

Peterson sai d histop prioritiesasastate senator will
be school finance and balancing the budget.

“The state has not properly funded our schoals,”
he said. “My children do not have up-to-date text-
books. My son could not bring his science textbook
home because there were not enough to go around.

“Clearly, there are not enough funds available at
the classroom level. My goal as state senator will be
tofind waysto get moremoney into theclassroom. |
will encouragethedevel opment of auditingtool sthat
will allow taxpayers to closely examine school fi-
nances.

“Thenext L egidatureshould usethepending Kan-
sas Supreme Court decisionasan opportunity tocom-
pletely revise school finance laws. Thereisno rea-
son for budgetary deficiencies that allow plenty of
fundsfor buildingsand hardware, but forceteachers
to beg for suppliesfrom parents.

Petersonsaidheisn’t convincedthat thestateneeds
toraisetaxes.

“ Asyour statesenator, | will work tosolveour bud-
get problemsinthreesteps. First, | will makesurethat

Tim Peterson

all administrative costsin our state government are
similar to those of awell-run business or charity — 3
to 5 percent of total costs.

“Second, | will argue forcefully that our spending
priorities change. We need to spend more for our
schoolsand lessin other areas of our govern-
ment.

“Finally, if taxesmust beraised, | will fight
any increase in property or vehicle taxes.
Thesetaxeshurt our seniorswho areonfixeo
incomes.”

Peterson feelscontrolling health care costs
and economic devel opment areimportant.

“1 will work for the Kansasfamily morally
and physically,” hesaid. “1 believethat it is
morally wrong to take money from cigarette,
alcohol, andgambling syndicates. Thisisdirty
money. These companies prey on families. My oppo-
nent takestheir money.

“Physically, | will support families by working to
improveour health care, our schools, and our economic
opportunities. We should not force familiesto choose
between proper health care and food. We should not
force families to gamble by going without some type
of basichealthinsurance. | will work tohelpthesefami-
lies.

“1 will work hardfor economicdevelopmentin Sen-
ateDistrict 40. | will useevery opportunity to promote
northwest Kansasasagreat placetolive, retire, and dc
business. | will work to build networksbetween local
entrepreneursand venture capitalists.

“Finaly, | wanttomakeKansas' senior friendly,” and
promotenorthwest Kansasasaretirement destination.

“Wehavemany blessingsthat makethisareaagreat
placetoretire: good health care, good transportation,
low crime, low cost homes, clean air and solid commu-
nity volunteers. Weneedto count our blessingsand use
what God hasgivenus.

Peterson and his wife Rebekah have two children,
ages 12 and 10. His educational background includes
aBachelor of ArtsdegreefromtheUniversity of Kan-
saswith amajor in geography and quantitative meth-
ods (statistics). Two years ago, he became nationally
registered as an emergency medical technician and is
avolunteer with the Logan County.

He is the past chairman of the U.S. Farm Service
Agency state committee and now is vice-chair of the
Kansas Agricultural Remediation Board. He was ap-
pointed to the board by Gov. Kathleen Sebelius anc
confirmed by the Kansas Senatein January.

Peterson servesas one of the northwest Kansasrep-
resentativesontheRural Life Task Forceappointed by
Gov. Sebelius.

| ncumbent wantshis seat

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Asaformer member of the Breswter School Board,
Rep. John Faber says school financeis one of histop
priorities.

Rep. Faber, who has served for the last
eight years, said heisn’t surethereisagood
answer totheschool financeproblem. Hesaid
hebelievesthestateshould stepinand elimi-
natelocal salestaxesgoingtoschool districts.
Forinstance, every timesomeonebuyssome-
thing in Johnson County, part of thetax goes
tothat district.

Therewas abill passed in the Senate last
year, said Rep. Faber, that would havemeant
over $200 astudent morefor education, but the House
couldn’t getit passed. M ost of the packagesthat would
provideincreased school money alsowouldraisetaxes,
hesaid.

Rep. Faber said he has never agreed with the local
optionbudget, whichallowsadistrict toraisetheprop-
erty tax to bring in more money. From the beginning,
hesaid, he' sfeltthestateshouldpay for schools. When
Johnson County canget millionsof dollarswithjustone
mill, Decatur County can only raise $20,000 with one
mill. That isn’t agood economical situation.

The school finance lawsuit, he said, scares him be-
causethe Supreme Court could cut thel ow-enrollment
weighting which helpsschoolsinthisarea.

Hesaid hethinksthe state’ srevenue situationisgo-
ing to be different in the next two years, and that may
hel p uscatch up on school money and other programs.

Another important areaisrural economic develop-
ment. He said there is $2 million ayear available for

John Faber

economicdevel opment. Themoney comesout of abill
for research unitsto be put around colleges and uni-
versities. Someof that money hasbeen put asidetobe
usedinthisregion.

Rep.. Faber said Kansas needs to keep
taxes in line with others states in the area.
Kansastaxesarehigher, hesaid, but thestate
has better roadsand better schools.

Roadsareapart of theeconomic devel op-
ment picture, too, hesaid. Thehighwaysneed
to be maintained to keep businesses coming
here and people, too.

Rep. Faber serveson the Joint Committee
for Information Technology and the Joint
Committee for Economic Development. During the
legidativesession, heserved asvicechair of transpor-
tation, which deals with all state roads, driver’sli-
censesandtruck regul ations, and ontheenvironment,
agriculture and taxation committees.

Rep. Faber wonthe Republican primary over Doug
Sebeliusof Norton, 3,404 votesto 2,375. Hewill meet
Democrat Bob Strevey inthe general election.

Two years ago, the race featured the sameline-up
for the 120th District House seat. Rep. Faber said he
feels good about the campaign and the election. He
saidhethinksitwill gopretty muchlikeitdidlasttime.

He said he has been out to Phillips, Norton, and
Rawlins counties and will be here and in Cheyenne
County beforetheelection.

Rep. Faber isafifth-generationfarmerin southwest
RawlinsCounty.

Thedistrictincludes Decatur, Cheyenne, Rawlins,
Norton and Phillips counties.

Newcomer anxiousto serve

By VERONICA MONIER
TheNorton Telegram

House of Representatives candidate Bob Strevey
thinksthat hecan makeadifferencefor west- :
ern Kansas.

Mr. Strevey, who isrunning in the 120th
District, said hewouldliketo beabletotake
part in decisions for the good of western
Kansas, including school finance, economic
development and whether to make U.S. 36
afour-lanehighway.

“l want to bein apositionto try and help
with thesethings,” hesaid.

Over the course of his campaign, Mr.
Strevey said, he' s seen some positive responseto his
ideas. The district covers alarge area, he said, and
people are concerned with different things. But, he
said, everyoneisworried about school sand theweak-
nessintheagricultural economy. Thesearethingshe
wantsto do something about.

A major issuehewouldfocusonisschool finance,
whichrepresentsclosetohalf of thestate’ sbudget. He
saidit needstoremain*“frontand center” intheminds
of thelegidature.

“Thisshould beour first concern,” hesaid.

Mr. Strevey said he hopes the Kansas Supreme
Courtwill redlizethatit’ sthelegidature’ s duty toraise
money and decide how and whereit’ s spent, not the
courts'.

Hesaidal ot dependsontheeconomy. If itimproves,
then the state has some breathing room, and if it
doesn’t, then beltswill haveto betightened again.

Bob Strevey

The development of U.S. 36 isonething that coulo
hel p the economy inwestern Kansas. Another way, he
said, isto develop wind energy.

Hethinksthat thereisalot of opportunity
in the wind energy area and that the state
should nudgeit along.

Mr. Strevey said another issue is animal
identificationtocontrol possiblediseases. He
said hedidn’ t think thestateshould do animal
identificationuntil it' sknownwhat ishappen-
ing at thefederal level.

“I don’t think the farmers should have to
pay for something likethistwice,” hesaid.

Retired after teaching for 31 years, Mr.
Strevey lives outside of Norcatur on the family farm
with hiswife Kay. They have three grown daughters,
Trudi, Wendy and Hollie.

In addition to campaigning, he volunteers at the
Norton Correctional Facility and farms. Heisaboarc
member of the U.S. 36 Highway Association and i<
president of theNorcatur CitizensAlliance. Heserveo
inthe Army and Army Reserves, retiringin 1992 ase
lieutenant colonel.

Thisisn't Mr. Strevey’ sfirstrunfor theHouse. Twe
years ago, he was defeated by 178 votes, losing to in-
cumbent John Faber 1,122 to 944.

No matter theoutcome, Mr. Strevey encouragesev-
eryonetovote,

“However it turns out, it isimportant for people to
participateand | et othersknow what they want,” hesaid.

Mr. Strevey will face Mr. Faber again on Tuesday,
Nov. 2.

Sheiff has20years expearience

With 20 years of public service under hisbelt, Ken
Badsky isinasixth four-year term as Decatur County
sheriff.

Sheriff Badsky, aRepublican, said hebe-
cameinterestedinlaw enforcement whilehe
was attending Garden City Junior College.
He said hisfootball coach was the law en-
forcementinstructor, sohegot achancetosee
what thefield was about.

After getting his degree, he returned to
Decatur County and builtterracesfor awhile,
then served for three years on the Oberlin
PoliceDepartment beforerunningfor hisfirst
termassheriff. Atthetime, hewastheyoung-
est sheriff in Kansas..

Hesaidthereisalot moreto being asheriff thanjust
carrying abadge and gun. There are alot of adminis-
trativedetails, publicrelationsandjust common sense
things.

Sheriff Badsky said sincefirst being elected, hehas
worked on getting the department upto datewithtech-
nology and peoplewho havethe ability to do thejob.

Hesaid heisholding aspot for Undersheriff Randy
McHugh, whowascalled upfor serviceinlrag. There
isonefull-timedeputy, hesaid, plushehas some part-

Ken Badsky

time people.

Thejob isaround the clock, seven days aweek, he
sald itdoesn’t end at 5 p.m. or on the weekends.

Over thelast 20 years, hesaid, hehastried
to dothejob to the best of hisability with the
equipment he has. He said he has stayed cur-
rent oncomputers, whichhashelpedrunthings
through dispatch and work with communica-
tions.

The office has alot of assets, said Sheriff
Badsky, anditisahead of alot of other offices
in the area. For example, the office has an
emergency trailer full of equipment whichan
officer cantaketo adisaster scene. Hesaid he
doesn’ twant anythingto happen, but thecounty hasthe
equipment justin case.

Itisimportant for theofficetolook for andget grants,
hesaid. Thecounty can’tjust depend onthebudget and
local tax money to get the equipment it needs.

Sheriff Badsky said hewould appreciateeveryone's
support, and hopesthat everyonewill remember tovote
on Tuesday.

Although Sheriff Badsky had been running unop-
posed, Derrick Bolliger, also aRepublican, isrunning
awrite-in campaign.

Man askedtorunaswrite-in

Derrick Bolliger says several people asked himto
runfor sheriff, sohedecidedtorunawriteincampaign
inthegeneral election Tuesday.

ers. He promised not to use the sheriff’s vehicle for
personal use.
Mr. Bolliger said he would like to go with athree-

Mr. Bolliger, aRepublican and aformer
city policeofficer here, said peopletoldhim
they wanted achange. Heranfour yearsago
against Sheriff Badsky andlost. Beforethat
election Mr. Bolliger was serving asare-
servedeputy for thedepartment, but helost

-

man road department and possibly twoinside
deputies upstairs. Although a four-to-five-
man department woul dwork great, thecounty
might not beabletoaffordit. Hesaid hewould
havetocheckintoit, but hewouldliketo have
abig enough crew that peopl e can take vaca-

that job. = | tion, goto school and be out for sick time if
Interestedinlaw enforcement, hesaid, he needed.

moved to Colorado in 1988 to go through He said he wasn’t sure what the sheriff’ s

trainingat thepoliceacademy, andthengot D, Bolliger budget is or what it has been for the last few

ajobinSilt. Mr. Bolliger returned to Ober-
lin to work for the police department for two years,
and then worked asareserve deputy.

Inall, he said, he has 10 years of full or part-time
experienceinlaw enforcement under hisbelt.

He said he could be certified, although he would
havetotakeatestinfirearmsinstructionagain. Hesaid
healsowould haveto seeif someof hispaperwork is
current.

If elected, hesaid, hewould bejust likeanother road
deputy. Thecounty issmall enough, saidMr. Bolliger,
that thesheriff needstobeout ontheroadjust likeoth-

years because he hasn't looked into it. Mr.
Bolliger said he would definitely look into grantsfor
equipment.

There are drug problemsin the county, he said, anc
hewouldliketowork onthat, althoughheisn’t surehow
much of the budget could be used for drug investiga-
tions.

Currently, Mr. Bolliger owns his own business,
Derrick’s Trucking. He also is a state-licensed grain
inspector and worksfor Kansas Grain Inspection asé
contract prober. He is originally from Norcatur and
moved back herein 1990 after living in Col orado.



