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Reangatingthedraft isan
Invalid issuefor campaign

The phony issue of the 2004 election? The

draft.

JohnKerry keepstrying to hang the specter
of adraft toprovidetroopsfor Iragon George

Bush.

The president has promised, flatly, that he
has no plansto begin adraft, but that doesn’t
stop Sen. Kerry from hisattacks.

It won't wash, though.

Firstof al, Congressisn’t goingtoinstitute
adraft for Iraq or any foreseeablewar.

There’ s no support for adraft. Too many
Americansremember Vietnam.

We hated the draft then. We don’t like it

now. Wewon't votefor it.

Neither will Congress, wherememoriesare
long and the desireto bere-elected strong.

Mr. Bushiscriticized for alot of thingsthat
aren’ thisfault: Aneconomy that started south
onBill Clinton’ swatch, asupposed quagmire
inlrag that many who' vebeentheresay isn’'t
nearly that bad, thelist goeson.

That’ spolitics.

But of al the phony issues, the draft isthe
worst. Thepresident hasnever onceadvocated

adraft, and there’ snoevidencehe’ splanning
toask for one.

The Army iskeeping upwithitsenlistment
requirements, and Mr. Bush sayshewill work
toseethat it staysthat way.

Theonly statementsthepresident hasmade
aresmply that therewill benodraft nextyear.

Makeno mistake: No president could prom-
ise that he would never ask for adraft. The
country needed adrafttofighttwoworldwars,
and that could happen again.

But that time has not come. We see no rea-
son not to believethe president.

Even if he wanted adraft, it unlikely Con-
gresswould givehimone.

By bringing upthisissue, Sen. Kerry ispan-
deringtothefearsof younger Americans. It’s
dishonest politics, and it could backfire on
him.

There are plenty of issuesonwhich heand
Mr. Bushdisagree—taxes, hedthcarepolicy,
how to fight terrorism, to nameafew.

The senator ought to stick to those honest
disagreements and get off this phony issue
now. —SeveHaynes

Triviagamequestionshard

“Thankyou.Yes,please.I'll have
another piece of that pie.” Humble
pie, thatis.

Just when you start thinking you
are so smart, that’s when you get
knocked down apeg or two.

Saturday night, alocal charity
sponsored afund-raisingtriviacon-
test. Y ou were to organize ateam,
answer questions and walk home
with the prize money. Simple
enough, except for that pesky part
about the answers being correct.
Judges always seem to want the
right answers.

I love trivia games and thought
this would be fun and a chance to
pick up some easy money. Wrong!
Evidently, there are alot of realy
smart peopl einthispart of thecoun-
try. Whoknew?Unfortunately, they
weren’t onmy team, and they knew
enough nottoask metobeontheirs.

Herewasmy strategy. Jimwasto
cover religion and geography, Jen-
nifer wasin for movies, Brian was
the history buff, Ilafor music, Bob,
Susan and | were general knowl-
edge, and Veronica, the youngest
person ontheteam, wasour ace-in-
the-holefor questionspertainingto
anything that had happened in the
last 20 years.

We were close on lots of ques-
tions. But, as you know, “close”
only countsin horseshoesand hand
grenades. Here's an example:
“What amendment to the Constitu-
tion abolished slavery?’

Good pet ownersclean u

TotheEditor:

Asamember of the City Council
it has been brought to my attention
that thereisaproblem of dogsrun-
ninglooseinthepark. Theproblem
isnot so much that thedogsare en-
joying freedom and getting some
exercise, but that some ownersare
not responsible and do not clean up
after their animals.

Thisthoughtlessbehavior causes
aninconvenienceand healthrisk for
themajority of park usersand gives
abadimpression of responsibledog

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com
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Grandmaif | had a couple of those
cookies?’

Jennifer assured her she thought
itwould be OK.

Confidently, Alexandriareplied,
“Yeah. She'll forgiveme.”

Do these kids know their
grandma, or what?

Our answer: the14thamendment.
Wrong. Itwasthe 13thamendment.
Likel said, wewereclose.

Bottomline: wedidn’tevenplace
in the top 10, but we sure had fun.
AndI will forever remember that the
birthplace of HawkeyePiercefrom
M.A.S.H. was Crabapple Cove,
Maine.

| didn’tknow any of thepeopleon
the winning team. We, obviously,
don’t run in the same intellectual
circles. Perhapsl should start hang-
ing around some of them, though.
I’m already starting to recruit next
year' steam.

—ob—

Weweren't home one day when
Jennifer and Alexandriastopped by
our house. | hadtold Jennifer topick
up acherry piel had baked for her.
Also cooling on the counter were
some chocol ate, chocolate-chip
cookies| had baked whilethe oven
washot.

They wereintheir vehicle, ready
toleave,when Alex saidtoher mom,
“Do you think it's all right with

(From theBibI@
\_ J

And, behold, men brought
in abed a man which was
taken with apalsy. ... And
when they could not find by
what way they might bring
him in because of the multi-
tude, they went upon the
housetop, and let him down
through the tiling with his
couch into the midst before
Jesus. And when he saw their
faith, he said unto him, Man,
thy sins are forgiven thee.
Luke18a,19, 20

n behind
L etter totheEditor

reason Oberlin residents go to the

owners.

Childrenplay inthepark, families
have picnics, Decatur Community
High School students have classes
and there aretailgate parties. Itisa
beautiful and attractive part of our
community.

Comingincontact withandtrack-
ingdogfecesaroundisnotthemain

park.

Toputitbluntly, if youtakeyour
dog to the park and the dog consid-
ersthepark itspersonal bathroom—
cleanup behindit!

Dr. Jay Anderson
Oberlin
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What’s with hotels and light
bulbs? Don'’t they believeinthem?
I likelightand | needittoread.

| think | strained my eyeswhen |
was a preteen reading science fic-
tion magazines under the covers
with aflashlight when | was sup-
posed to be asleep.

Whatever thereason, | really need
agood, strong light toread.

So we stay in ahotel with anice
comfy overstuffed chair and otto-
man and areading lamp. Y ou turn
onthelamponlytofindthatithasa
40-watt bulb.

Since the only other light in the
roomcomesfromtwomore40-watt
bulbs at the head of the bed, you
need to remember to bring your
miner’s hat with the little lamp on
toptoread at night.

Wewent onvacationrecently and
the lack of light nearly drove me
overtheedge, asdidthelack of light
bulbs.

In SantaFewestayed at anice—
not top of theline, but nice hotel. It
was near the plaza and oozed old-
world charm. It did not, however,
00ze customer service.

After findingthedesk light had a
deadbulb, | walked back tothefront
desk where a 20-something sweet
young thing wasflirting with a 20-
something young man. Since they
were both behind the counter and
had neat littlenametags, | assumed
they bothworked at thehotel. | was

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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theonly one at the counter.

| told them that there was alight
out on the lamp at my desk. The
young man asked meif | wouldlike
alight bulb. On getting an affirma-
tive, he handed me a40 watter.

For what | was paying for that
room, | should havereceived a200
watter and someone to run right
downandputitinfor me.

Last week, at a convention in
Denver, | came up with the same
problemonthelight over thebed —
dead bulb.

Inthe morning, | called down to
maintenance and was told that
someonewould be“right up” tofix
thebulb. I 1eft for meetingsand that
night, | found | still hadadead bulb.

Thenextday | unscrewedthebulb
and set it on the bed, intending to
takeit to thefront desk for replace-
ment, but | forgot it. When | re-
turned, the maid had thoughtfully
taken the dead bulb and the light
socket wasbare.

Thenext day, | finally called the

desk, andwhilel wasout, they gave
me another 40 watts of light for my
poor strained eyes.

Oneplacewefrequent alwayshas
40-watt yellow lights. If the white
kind aren’t dim enough for you, try
yellow.

| have taken to carrying light
bulbswithmewhen | visit.

InColumbia, Mo., lastyear | went
to aconvention with Steve. He had
three days of meetings and | hao
nothing to do but read and take hot
baths. The hot baths were OK, but
after | had pruned up, | realized that
| wasn't going to get any reading
donewiththesmall amount of light
| had.

| took atrip to the closest hard-
warestoreand cameupwithathree-
way 50, 100 and 150 bulb, since |
had already discoveredthat thelamp
had athree-way switch.

| enjoyed the rest of my trip anc
took my light bulb when | 1&ft.

| should haveleftitinmy luggage.
| could have usedit last week.

|t swhoyou know that Counts

If we baseour votesonwhomwe
know, | guessI’ll have to vote for
GeorgeBush againthisyear.

| shook hishand onceinWashing-
ton.

Hewas speaking to the National
Newspaper Association, and those
of usinthefront row gottoshakehis
hand and say afew words after his
talk.

Thatwasbefore9/11, Iragandthe
campaign, and things were alot
more hopeful then.

| notice that Mr. Bush has more
gray hair now, hisfacemorelines.

That same day, we heard from
Secretary of State Colin Powell,
Secretary of Veterans Affairs An-
thony Principi, Secretary of Health
Tommy Thompson, and Secretary
of Education Rod Paige.

But Mr. Bush, | got to shake his
hand.

Sen. Kerry, he seemslikeanice
enoughman, thoughuntil heranfor
president thisspring, | couldn’thave
picked him out on the Senatefloor.
His colleague, the “ conservative”
senator fromMassachusetts, I drec-
ognize.

Sen. Kennedy’ snieceismarried
tothegovernor of California, | hear,
though | doubt she approved of his
Republican convention speech.
Doesn't matter. | haven’t met him,
either.

The next year, | missed most of
the speeches because our own Sen.
Pat Robertswas one of the present-

AIongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

ers,and| wasassignedtoescorthim
tohisspot. Him | could recognize.

Theyear after that, it wasformer
Sen. Bob Doleontheprogram, and
hecameearly, sowesat around and
talked with him about Kansas and
old-timepoalitics, back inthe 1960s
when he was a congressman and |
was astudent. | wasn't old enough
tovotefor himthen.

Later, we got apersonal briefing
from Secretary of the Interior Gale
Nortonin her building. Shetold us
therewasnoway that they wouldlist
prairie dogs as an endangered spe-
cieson her watch, and sureenough,
that issue hasgone away.

| knew her already, apassing ac-
guaintance anyway, because she
was attorney general in Colorado
when we lived there. She's bright,
lively and intelligent, well-spoken
and never beatsaroundthebush. No
pun intended.

| don’t see how she can survive
long in Washington, but she seems
tomanage. I’ dvotefor her; infact, |
have.

| haven't met Dick Cheney, sup-

posedly the evil influence behind
thecrown. SomefriendsfromWyo-
ming, wherehewasacongressman,
got intotalk with him at hisoffice,
beforethedaysthat it wasanundis-
closed location.

From what they said, he was ¢
pretty niceguy for anevil genius.

And then there’s Sen. John
Edwards, thevice-presidential can-
didatefrom South Carolina. He' sé
trial lawyer with abig, toothy grin.

But then, my dad was a lawyer.
Let'sleavethejokesthere.

Anyway, | haven’t met Edwards,
either. Don't think | can vote for
him.

| remember in 1968, | saw or met
all the candidates, Republican,
Democrat, Hubert Humphrey, Dick
Nixon, Nelson Rockefeller, even
GeorgeWallace.

| took their pictures, listened tc
their speeches, talked with some of
them.

I’mnot surethat’ spossibletoday,
evenwith apresspass.

| didn’t vote for Wallace, either,
but that’ sanother story.

Woman won'’t votefor senator
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Do you really know the people
youvisit with?

A few yearsago, | thought | did,
and | allowed Sen. Sam Brown-
back’ ssigninmy front yard for the
election. Yes, hedidwin.

After afewyears, hewasgoingto
do meafavor and have hisstaff in-
vestigateaproblemin Topeka. His
staff got back to me and tells me

thereisnothing!

A few yearslater, | paid an attor-
ney $7,500tofind out thetruth, and
Sen. Brownback waswrong, andhe
never answered my letter to date!

My mother wasright. Y oudo not

know apersonuntil youhaveabusi-

nessdealing. How trueitis, and no,

Sen. Brownback, you will not get
my votethisyear.

ElsieWolters

Oberlin

Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obheral d@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitteg
totheWant Ad desk.



