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of the Mini-SappaAntique, Engineand Thresher Association. Thecornwas  at theannual show next fall.

By MARY LOU OLSON
When three Oberlin antique

lovers decided to do something
tohelpraisemoney for theMini-
Sappa Antique Thresher and
EngineShowthisyear, theresult
was abeautifully restored 1949
John Deere A tractor.

Ray Kircher, Calvin Ufford
and Jim Marshall, who have
beenrestoring vehiclesandtrac-
torsfor years, said they decided
to buy the tractor from Bernard
Corcoran, whohad beenfarming
withit; restoreit; then donateit
totheshow for afund raiser.

The new owners are Raydean
and VeldaWright of Bird City,
who are active members of the
Tri-State Engine and Antique
Show there. They saidthey plan
tokeepitandenteritinthat show,
whichisheldin July.

When the three men decided
torestorethetractor, they hadno
ideahow many hoursthey would
spend onit. Thework began last
November at J& R Trailer Re-
pair, owned by Jim and Reva
Marshall, then the tractor was
movedtoMr. Kircher’ sbuilding
in west Oberlin when the Mar-
shallsleft on awinter vacation.

Mr.Kircher saidrestoringcars
has been his habby for over 30
years. Hisfirst restorationwasa
1928 Model A Ford pickup.

HEL PING HISWIFE Veldaontothe 1949 John DeereA tractor whichthey won duringthe
Mini-Sappa Antique, Thresher and Engine Show in Oberlin was Raydean Wright of Bird
City. Itwasrestored by threeOberlinmen, Ray Kircher, CalvinUffordand JimMarshall, then
donated to the association asafundraiser.

“I cutmy eyeteethonaModel
A,” hesaid. “My dad bought his
first Fordin 1913 from adealer
in Indianola. My first car, how-
ever, was a 1948 Ford Sedan, a
six cylinder, which | bought

when | married my wife, the
former Eleanor Lytle, and
needed avehicle.”
Hewasacharter member of the
Mini-SappaAntiqueThresherand
Engine Association, so when it

— Photo by Karen Krien

cametimetoretirefromthefarm
near Indianola, Neb.,in2000, he
and hiswife decided to moveto
Oberlin, where they had made
many friends who also enjoyed
restoring vehiclesand tractors.
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PICKING CORN withan anthue cornplcker wale m Marshall amember donated ble mAbbey andW| [ beshel Iedand ground during demonstratl ons
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Men give new life to old tractor

Mr.Marshall saidthat thefirst
car heowned wasa 1929 Chev-
rolet, which he bought for $25,
after his grandfather, Andy
Penn, loanedhim $15. Hestarted
restoring vehiclesandtractorsin
1973.

“Mywifesaysitkegpsmeout
of trouble,” hesaid.

Hisfirstgoodcar, hesaid, was
a1950 Ford, which heboughtin
Wilsonville, Neb., and com-
pletely restored in 1970. He
opened Jim’ sOddsand Endson
East U.S. 36 after heretiredfrom
KochQil in 1991 after 25 years.
Tractorshehasrestoredinclude
aCaseVACandaJohnDeereB.

A 1931 Chevrolet wasthefirst
car Mr. Ufford owned, and he
said hedroveit back andforthto
school in Oberlin.

“When | was in high school,
many old cars, trucks, tractors
and steam engines went to the
scrap drivefor theWorld War 11
effort. | remember well the big
scrap pile that was located near
the railroad tracks in Oberlin,
waiting to be shipped out by
train. Our football queen was
chosen from the class that
brought inthe most scrap iron.

“My dad donated a 1925
Model T pickup, and| droveitto
thescrap pile, then caught aride
home,” herecalled.

CONGRATULATING
RAYDEANWRIGHT (sec-
ondfromeft) of Bird City on
winning the tractor was Bob
Martinof Herndon,amember
of the Decatur County An-
tique, Thresher and Engine
Association. Others (from
left) are Ray Kircher, Calvin
UffordandJmMarshall, who

restored thetractor.
—Calvin Ufford photo

Hisinterest in restoring an-
tiquesincreased after he retireo
fromthe Soil Conservation Ser-
viceat Overbrook and heand his
wife, theformer JOAnnLincoln,
moved back to Oberlin. He said
he still owns the first tractor he
restored, 21949 JohnDeereMT.

The men said that the annual

show costs a lot to operate and
most of theincome comesfrom
gaterecei ptsand food served by
their wives, so they felt it was
worthatry tobuy andrestorethe
tractor tohel praisesomemoney.
Theclubsold chancesat $1 each
or $6 for $5 on the tractor and
then had a drawing to give it
away.
Mr.Marshall saidthat JImAb-
bey hasdonated cornfor several
yearstotheassociationand each
year Mr. Marshall picksit with
an old-fashioned corn picker,
formerly owned by JoeRuzicka.
The corn is ground and shelleo
during demonstrations at the
show.

The restored tractor was
painted by Mr. Kircher’ sgrand-
son, Nik Martin, of Herndon, &
mechani cal engineering student
at Kansas State University.

The men agreed that the trac-
tor isin top shape and is field
ready, andthey’ rehappy that the
new ownersdonot plantosell it.



