County officlals
discusschange

Inpolicy group

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Decatur County commissioners
and department heads continue to
discuss the possibility of changing
thenumber that makeup of theK an-
sas Association Counties policy
committee.

Attheassociation’ sannual meet-
ing, therewill beavotetochangethe
group’s policy committee to six
commissioners, one register of
deeds, one county clerk, one trea-
surer, one sheriff and the
association’ s president and vice
president. This would eliminate
other affiliates, who represent
people who are appointed, not
elected.

Thedepartment headshaveques-
tioned the change because many of
them are not elected, so the change
in the policy committee would
eliminate organizations that repre-
sent them.

Atthelasttwomeetings, commis-
sioners have discussed the change.

The county getsto send one per-
son to be a voting delegate at the
convention. At the meeting last
Tuesday, Health Department Ad-
ministrator Marilyn Gamblin was
selected to be the delegate, with
Noxious Weed Director Gaylen
Huntley asthe alternate, and Com-
missioner Ralph Unger will get a
write-invote.

Ms. Gamblinaskedif thedel egate
votes the majority’ s view, or how
that works. Mr. Unger said hethinks
that thepeopl efrom Decatur County
normally try tosit together and then
poll to see where each personison
an issue. Thereality isthat once a
delegateisselected, hesaid, itisin
their hands.

Ms. Gamblinsaid shethought the
group should cometo anagreement
on how to vote beforethe meeting.

Isthere still dissent on theissue

statewide? asked Commissioner
Doyle Brown. Yes, said Ms.
Gamblin. A lot of the commission-
ershave pulled their letters of sup-
port.

If this passes, asked Mr. Brown,
is there going to be a departure of
those groups that aren’t repre-
sented? The group agreed there
would be.

Register of Deeds Judy Gaumer
said she doesn’t think any of the
groupsreally wanttowithdraw from
the association, but with the com-
mitteebeing soout of balance, there
won't be representation for every-
one.

Mr. Huntley said he seesapower
struggle devel oping.

The committeeisout of balance,
said Mrs. Gaumer. Besides, they
have attached a plank saying the
commissionershaveauthority over
the money. Although it has been
said that the added part has been
taken off, no onecan say for sure.

“Wearealot stronger asagroup,”
said Mr. Huntley, “than asan indi-
vidual association.”

Thereisanother groupthat repre-
sentswesternKansasanditisviable,
saidMr. Brown. Rightnow, saidMr.
Unger, thereisanother group but it
isonly for commissioners.

Maybe the county needs to re-
think whether they want to remain
members of the association, said
Ms. Gamblin.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
asked how it will affect Kansas
Counties Association Multi-Lined
Pool and KansasWorkersRisk Co-
operative for Counties, which pro-
vide insurance for the county. It
shouldn’t, because those organiza-
tionsstand alone, said Mr. Unger.

The association meeting is Sun-
day, Nov. 21 through Tuesday, Nov.

YoungCoyoteswrite
pumpkin sories

Students at Jennings School
worked together to write stories
about pumpkinsat the beginning of
the month.

The younger studentsin kinder-
garten, firstand second gradescame
upwiththeideafor thepumpkinsto-
ries and then told them to the stu-
dents in the seventh and eighth
grade, who wrote them down.

Thestorieswerethendisplayedin
the hallway outside the young stu-
dents’ classes.

Herearethestories:

“PumpkinMan Learnsto Scare,”
told by Stephani Noone, kindergar-
ten, andwritten by StephanieStone,
eighth grade.

Onceuponatime...Thepumpkin
man walked on aroad to hishome.
Hesat downinhischair andtook of f
his shoes. He takes a short nap. He
wakesupand goesback towork. He
fixesonetruck andtwocars, hefeels
tired, so he goes home. He makes
dinner. His drink is water and he
makesgrassstew.

Helaysdowntodeep, buthecan't
sleep. He triesto read, but it still
doesn’t work. He hears an eerie
noiseoutside. Itisafamily looking
for a pumpkin on Halloween. He
hides underground and pretends to
beajackolantern. Thefamily takes
his head. He gets scared and starts
screaming. Thefamilyisscaredand
they drop his head. His head rolls
back to his body. Now he knows
what to do when people look for a
pumpkin on Halloween. He gives
themascare.

“Mr. Coyote and Pumpkin are
supposed to be Friends” told by
Collin Long, kindergarten; written
by Jacinta Carter, eighth grade.

Pumpkin went down thewoods.

A coyote saw him.

Hesaid, “Y oulook yummy, I will
eatyou. Comewithme, I'll cook you
inmy oven.”

The pumpkin ran around and
went home. Hisdad wasready.

Hesaid, “I don’t seeacoyote.”

He spanked him with hishead.

Aneagleflewby, butitwasreally
acoyote. An elephant threw himto
atiger face.

Hewasflying away.

And the coyote and pumpkin
werefriendsagain.

“Mr. PumpkinIntheWoods’ told
by DrakeRowh, first grade, written
by MarissaBaker, seventh grade.

Once upon atime the pumpkin
climbupinatree. Hefell downand
bruised his knee. And he hurt his
foot. Hefell downandbrokehisfor-
est, and hefell in the ocean and got
wet, but hecouldn’t dry off because
it wastoo blue. He broke hisforest
and desert.

“Once Upon a Time a Pumpkin
Man was a Good Fighter” told by
DavidNew, secondgrade, andwrit-
ten by Nathan Baker, eighth grade.

He was the strongest pumpkin
man in the whole wide world. He
canliftupthewholeschool withone
finger. Hecanlift uptheNathanand
throw himinthe garbage.

And he can pick up one million
pounds.And he can touch all the
teacherswith hiscracky power and
beat themup. Andhecanpick upthe
wholewidewithout himteachingit.
Andhisisreallyrich.

And his name is David and
Nathan thegenius.

Citytotalk about pool

The Oberlin City Council will
talk with Anna Shaw from the
swimming pool commission about
the pool when it meetsat 6:30 p.m.
on Thursday.

At the last meeting, the council
received a pool evaluation from
Water's Edge Aquatic out of Len-
exa, but hasn't had the opportunity
totalk withmembersof thecommis-
sion.

City Administrator Gary Shike
saidthecouncil will beconsidering
abidfor replacing theroof at theli-
brary, which has storm damage.

They will also will look at are-
quest fromthecounty toreplacethe
curb and gutter on the south side of
the courthouse.

The meeting, upstairs at The
Gateway, isopentothe public.

Internet tonight!
Call 475-2206!
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WITH A LADLE, ecky Anderson (above) helped serve chicken noodle soup at the
benefit for theDecatur County ambulance service Sunday night. AbbigaleVineyard (be-

low) played in her Halloween costume after sheatedinner.
— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis

Warm chicken noodle soup,
chili, hot dogsand hot applecider
were on the menu for a Decatur
County Emergency Medical Ser-
vice fund raiser Sunday night at
the Golden Age Center.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy estimatedthat 70 people
wereserved.

Itwaspretty steady throughout
theevening, hesaid, with alot of
families coming in before going
out for Halloween.

Around $301 was raised, he
said, but they haven’t tallied the
fina billsyet so they aren’'t sure
how much they made. Therewas
alot of food left over, he said, so
they will be doing another fund
raiser soon.

Mr. Pomeroy saidtheserviceis
raising money mainly for uni-
forms. He said there are 31 tech-
nicians and probably 20 of them
need new jackets, which cost
about $80 with decals. That
doesn’tincludepantsor shirts, he
said, andthey needthosetoo. Polo
shirtscost around $20 apiece.

Themoney raisedwill beadded
to the memorial fund. Mr. Pom-
eroy said the fundislow andthey
need to start putting somemoney
backintoit.

He said he talked with the

Decatur County commissioners put everyone on aclothing allow-
ance. Mr. Pomeroy said at arecent
meeting with the volunteers, they

and they asked him to figure out
how muchmoney hehasandthen

decidedto do somefundraisers.
The feed was organized by
SharlaRitter of Jennings, hesaid.

Town
chimes
arefixed

Sirensalso out
at city shoplocation

Decatur County commissioners
heard last Tuesday that the chimes
in downtown Oberlin have been
fixed.

Emergency Preparedness Direc-
tor Bert Cool wasinrecently totell
them the chimes and sirens down-
townwerebroken, andthecommis-
sionerstold him to get them fixed.
Mr. Cool said they would get abill
later but didn’t say wherefrom.

Custodian Bob Berls said he re-
ceived a proposal from Oberlin
Concretefor replacing thecurb anc
gutter onthesouth sideof thecourt-
house. It looked like it would cost
around $12,000 for the work, with
thecity’ ssharearound $5,000.

Sheriff Ken Badsky brought his
August and September reportsin. In
August, he said, there were 32 ve-
hicle inspections, two accidents,
three incidents, nine offenses, 33
papers served and two tickets. In
September, there were 34 vehicle
inspections, eight accidents, two
incidents, six offenses, 46 papers
and oneticket.

Sheriff Badsky saidthetransmis-
sion went out on the Caprice patrol
car, and after looking around for &
replacement, they found thecheap-
est buy in North Platte for $5,80C
withawarranty.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Helda10-minuteclosed session
with Hospital Administrator Lynn
Doeden for non-elected personnel.

* Recelveda$229hill for theel ec-
trical work donetothevehicleRusty
Addleman bought in bid from the
sheriff’ soffice. Sheriff Badsky saic
he has approved the payment.

Wagte
collection
wasamall

The Decatur County Road and
BridgeDepartment reportedasmall
turn-out for thefall household haz-
ardouswastecollectionin Norcatur
on Saturday, Oct. 23.

Supervisor Tim Stallman tolc
county commissionerslast Tuesday
that only four people showed up.
Mr. Stallmansaidthey cantakehaz-
ardous waste items to the landfill
east of Oberlinwhenthey areopen.

Commissioner Ralph Unger said
farmers have been busy working
around the drought and the rain tc
plant wheat and harvest corn. That
may bepart of thereasonfor thelow
turnout, hesaid.

Theroad crew, saidMr. Stallman,
is blading township roads and also
graveling. They are also mowing,
sincethey trytodothat onelasttime
beforethewinter.

The group discussed the bridge
collapse amile east of Lyle. Mr.
Stallman said hehastalkedwiththe
sheriff’ sofficeand KansasCounties
Association Multi-Lined Pool, and
the county’ sinsurance carrier. The
collapseisunder investigation.

Joan Stone

performs The Populist March of Annie Diggs
Sponsored by the Oberlin Arts and Humanities Commission.
It replaces a previously advertised program.

Sunday, November 7, 2004 « 2 p.m.
The Gateway, Oberlin, KS

The Hansen Foundation
Season ticket or

$10.00 at the Door
$5.00 students, 1-12

For information call
Mary Henzel (785-475-3329) or Ella Betts (785-475-3557).
Information also available at www.oberlinarts.org

ANTIQUE AUCTION

Saturday, November 13, 2004 =« 10:00 a.m.

LOCATION: 711 E. Frontier Parkway (E. Highway 36), Oberlin, Kansas

SELLERS: JAMES R. AND REVA MARSHALL
HARVEY AND MAXINE WRIGHT

AUCTIONEER'S
NOTE: Jim and
Harvey have been
in the antique trac-
tor business for
several years and
have a lot of nice
collectibles. You

TRACTORS, PARTS
& EQUIPMENT

TOOLS
ANTIQUES

won't want to miss

this auction!

Her accompanist is

Kacey Link

MISCELLANEOUS

Randy Ostmeyer, Salesperson

Oberlin, KS 67749
Call Robertaor Lynn A Johnson for listings, or information
785-475-2785 - Mobile 785-475-8514  www.johnson-real-estate.com
Jacqueline Votapka, Salesperson  Joe D. Green, Salesperson/Auctioneer Roger Emigh, Salesperson/Auctioneer
Jerry Lohoefener, Salesperson Marcia Lohoefener, Salesperson
David Juenemann, Salesperson

Johnson Realty, Inc.

Roberta Johnson, Broker - Lynn A. Johnson, Broker/Auctloneer

122 S. Penn

Shirley Simpson, Salesperson




